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PREFACE. 

NO  era,  in  the  moral  world,  has  excited  the 
public  curiosity,  or  effected  the  general  interest 
of  mankind,  more  than  the  discovery  of  a  west- 
ern continent,  in  the  year  1493.  Attracted  as  the 
public  mind  was  by  that  event,  yet  its  resulting 
importance  was  not  then  fully  anticipated  by  the 
most  extravagant  hopes,  or  the  most  acute  prog- 
nostics. To  convert  the  natural  riches  of  the 
new  world  to  the  advantage  of  the  old,  was  the 
only  object  which  the  kings  of  Europe  wished  to 
aceoQiplish,  or  intended  to  essay.  Neither  king 
nor  subject  expected  that  the  western  world 
would  become  the  seat  of  empires,  independent 
of  European  rulers  ;  much  less  did  they  expect, 
that  the  future  mor.arehs  of  the  east  would  meet 
in  the  ne>v  world,  rt  vals  capable  of  opposing  and 
defeating  attempts  at  continuing  in  political  sub- 
jection, tlie  descendants  of  emigrants,  led  to  tho 
new  continent  by  cupidity,  driven  to  it  by  perse- 
cution or  banished  as  an  expiation  of  their  crimes. 

It  was  not  until  long  after  the  first  settlement 
of  America  by  Europeans,  that  it  was  sagacious- 
ly observed,  that,  *'  the  new  world  seemed  destin- 
ed to  give  laws  to  the  old."  The  observation 
drew  forth  but  the  derision  or  contempt  of  the 
hearers  and  readers.  A  prophecy  so  improbable, 
and  which  could  not,  it  was  supposed,  be  aeeom.* 
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pushed,  if  at  all,  in  a  hundred  centuries,  was 
deemed  too  peurile  to  be  credited,  and  too  distant 
to  be  dreaded. 

The  Revolutionary  war  gave  Ibe  first  substan- 
tial proof  that  materials  for  all  the  purposes  of 
self  government  existed  in  America.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  genius  and  resources  of  the  inhabitants 
were  developed,  in  the  same  degree  did  they  find 
advocates  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  who 
cither  saw  with  pleasure  the  successful  prospect 
which  opened  itself  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  (late  British  colonies,)  secretly  encour- 
aged and  relieved  them,  or  openly  supported  and 
assisted  them.  The  happy  termination  of  this 
contest,  led  to  the  belief,  that  the  theories  of  po- 
litical prophets  were  not  only  probable,  but  their 
consummation  less  distant  than  had  been  hither- 
to supposed. 

The  United  States,  having  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  17S3,  become  a  nation  by  the  consent  of 
all  other  nations,  had  as  if  to  begin  the  world, 
without  any  other  capital  than  the  virtue  of  the 
citizens,  and  without  security  against  foreign 
aggression,  except  Avhat  could  be  drawn  from 
their  own  courage  and  patriotism. 

As  yet  their  population  was  little  move  than 
three  millions  of  inhabitants  ;  the  want  of  a  well 
consolidated  confederation  rendered  the  govern- 
ment weak  ;  and  the  many  incidents  and  difiieul- 
tics  attending  the  attempt  to  reconcile  various 
interests  with  a  general  principle,  increased  this 
difficulty.    The  speculations  as  to  the  future  des- 
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times  of  the  people  were  various.  England  had 
concluded  peace  pro  forma,  but  she  continued 
hostile  in  fact.  Great  Britain  was  but  a  small 
island,  yet  her  sovereign  was  a  king  over  exten- 
sive regions,  and  many  islands  in  various  parts  of 
the  globe:  the  example  of  several  of  her  colonies 
rejecting  her  authority,  and  uniting  in  support  of 
each  other,  was  dangerous  to  the  parent  country ; 
it  was  found  impossible  to  subdue  them  by  force, 
it  was  determined  to  do  so  by  intrigue,  corrup- 
tion and  robbery. 

The  colonies  remedied  one  great  inconvenience 
by  forming  a  general  constitution  in  1789,  which 
stands  an  unrivalled  instance  of  patriotism,  wis- 
dom, and  justice  ;  a  rapid  growth  of  population, 
and  extension  of  commerce,  a  cultivation  of  liter- 
ature, arts  and  sciences,  were  fast  advancing  to  a 
point  that  would  outrival  England  in  every  respect. 

As  this  state  of  things  advanced  in  America, 
England  proceeded  to  measures  of  increased  vio- 
lence and  injustice.  Seeking  for  pretexts,  in  prin- 
ciples novel,  unknown  to  other  nations,  and  even 
contravening  her  own  established  practice,  she  left 
to  America  the  alternative  of  submission  toher  will 
or  resistance  by  war  ;  the  latter  was  resorted  to. 

The  history  of  the  Revolutionary  war  is  al- 
ready before  the  public.  It  is  a  valuable  record 
of  what  men  determined  to  be  free,  can  da.  This 
w  ar  brought  into  a  phalanx  that  mass  of  military 
patriotism,  which  under  the  immortal  Warren, 
eommenced  its  career  of  glory  at  Bunker-hill  5 
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and  terminated  it,  under  the  immortal  WashihG' 
TON,  at  York-town. 

The  task,  now  undertaken,  must  he  interest- 
ing to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  A  re- 
cord of  the  second  struggle  against  the  same  en- 
emy, >vho  during  seven  years  of  revolutionary 
contest,  carried  fire  and  sword,  tlie  hayonet,  Ihe 
halter,  and  the  tomahawk,  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States,  will  surely  he  an  acceptable  treat. 

The  military  talents  which  sprang  as  if  into  a 
miraculous  existence  during  the  late  war  ;  the 
patriotic  courage  which  displayed  itself  on  every 
occasion  ;  their  successful  triumphs  in  almost 
every  battle,  are  proud  proofs,  that  where  genius 
is  free  to  act,  and  that  influenced  by  an  amor 
]mtruEf  no  dangers  are  to  diffieult  to  overcome* 
no  difficulties  too  great  to  be  subdued. 

The  apparent  military  and  naval  power  of  Eng*- 
land  was,  to  that  of  America,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  war,  as  that  of  the  lion  to  the 
lamb  ;  but  the  incensed  eagle  stretched  forward 
his  beak,  and  with  it  tore  the  laurel  from  the 
Briton's  brow  ;  and,  flying  over  the  waters,  he 
wrested  with  his  talons,  the  trident  from  the 
'<  mistress  of  the  deep." 

In  giving  details  of  these  events,  these  imper- 
ishable monuments  of  American  glory,  a  strict 
regard  has  been  had  to  truth,  uninfluenced  by 
any  unworthy  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  small  volume  will  be  found  to  contain  as  co- 
pious a  view  of  history  as  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected within  so  circumscribed  a  compass* 
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AMERICA  seems  to  have  been  destined,  bj 
Providence,  as  the  soil  which  should  give  birth, 
strength,  and  maturity  to  rational  liberty  :  in 
this  respect,  its  discovery  must  be  considered  of 
prime  benefit  to  mankind.  Columbus,  a  lover  of 
justice,  would  have  fixed  the  residence  of  lib- 
erty in  South  America,  but  this  extraordinary 
adventurer  became  the  object  of  persecuting  en- 
vy, he  was  saeriiiced  at  the  shrine  of  ambition 
and  tyranny  ;  and,  the  southern  peninsula,  the 
only  part  of  the  western  continent  which  Co- 
lumbus had  visited,  was  given  up  to  cupidity, 
plunder,  and  the  most  horrific  ill-treatment  and 
massacre  of  its  hospitable  inhabitants.  The 
fictitious  riches,  the  gold,  which  it  produced, 
invited  an  early  and  continued  migration  from 
tlic  old  to  the  new  continent,  insomuch,  that  the 
latter  has  already  lost,  in  a  great  degree,  its 
origlrjal  unculfivatcd  aspect;  and,  Avere  the  ge- 
nius of  its  new  inhabitants  not  restrained  by  the 
policy  of  its  rulers,  would,  erenow,  have  advanc- 
ed far  towards  all  perfection,  to  which  man  can 
aspire.  For  more  than  300  years,  has  South 
America  bowed  <othe  will  of  despots,  and  man 
has  presented  but  the  disgusting  contrast  of  ty- 
rants and  slaves.  A  patriotic  flame  has  lately 
diffused  a  gleam  of  light  through  the  daikened 
atmosphere  >yhieh  oversp?cad  the  political  rs- 
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gion  of  the  south  -,  man  begins,  there  to  assume 
the  character  for  which  God  and  uhIsj.c  had 
destined  him  ;  and  philanthropy  may  }iope,  that 
the  present  geneiation  will  not  p.iss  away,  until 
liberty  will  smile  over  every  n^rt  of  America, 
and  all  its  inhabitants  be  happ\ . 

The  inordinate  ambition  of  hero«i!tary  gov- 
ernments, and  their  just  jealous,ies5  of  each  oth- 
er, have  given  an  unbountled  spring  to  the  desire 
of  extended  dominion  and  foreign  conquests. — 
This  spirit,  however  injurious,  has,  in  some  re- 
spects, contribu(ed  towards  the  increased  know- 
ledge of  geography,  the  diffusion  of  general  in- 
forniation,  and  the  facilitating  of  a  social  inter- 
course between  the  inhabitants  of  distant  re- 
gions. 

England,  famed  for  the  adventurous  spirit  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  unequalled  ambition  of 
its  sovereigns,  could  not  remain  an  indifferent 
spectator  of  an  European  rival  taking  posses- 
sion of  a  new  world.  Expeditions  were  soon 
formed  for  the  more  perfect  discovery  of  the 
new  continent.  John  Cabot,  having  obtained 
a  commission  from  Henry  the  7th  of  England, 
to  discover  unknown  lands,  and  annex  them  t» 
the  crown,  discovered  the  eastern  coast  of  North 
America  ;  Sir  Francis  Drake,  subsequently, 
sailed  along  it  ;  and  England,  by  right  of  prior 
discovery,  claimed  its  sovereignty.  Gold  mines 
are  generally  confined  to  tropical  climates  ;  the 
soil  of  North  America,  contiguous  to  the  sea, 
appeared  to  be  light,  sandy,  or  unfit  for  profita- 
ble cultivation  ;  the  climate  was  variable  and 
unhealthy ;  the  aborigines  were  more  savage 
and  inhospitable  than  those  of  the  south.  No 
adequate  inducement  presented  itself  to  new  set- 
tlers^ and,  had  the  inhabitants  of  England  eo 
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necessity  fop  quitting  their  native  country,  they 
never  would  discover  a  wish  to  transfer  their 
residence  to  the  then  inhospitable  climate  of 
North  America.  A  stimulus  was  not  long 
wanting. 

The  granting  of  immense  tracts  of  uncultiva- 
ted wilds  to  individuals  or  companies,  was  not 
likely  to  induce  any  rapid  settlement.  Individ- 
uals might,  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the 
value  of  tljcir  personal  fortunes,  influence 
emigrants  to  settle  on  their  new  estates  ;  and 
these  setllers,  having  changed  their  residence, 
might  he  compelled  to  abide  by  a  choice  from 
which  it  would  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  re- 
cede. Bat  their  reports  and  their  fate  would 
reach  their  friends  ;  emigration  would  cease  or 
be  too  slow  for  any  efficient  purpose  :  decrease 
€f  population,  by  insalubrity  of  climate,  and  the 
inroiids  of  Indians,  would  belittle,  if  at  all,  over- 
balanced by  births,  and  the  accession  oftraas- 
ported  felons. 

Man,  in  all  stages,  is  a  lover  of  liberty,  rea- 
son dictates  that  he  has  rights  ;  but  this  reason 
obscured  by  artiflcial  ignorance  and  enervated 
by  habitual  bondage,  becomes  incapable  of  ac- 
tion, and  insensible  to  the  true  extent  of  his  mise- 
ry. The  slave  feels  pain,  without  knowing 
whence  it  originates,  or  how  it  should  be  reme- 
died. This  observation  is  strictly  applicable 
only  to  corporeal  slavery.  The  slavery,  exer- 
cised over  the  conscience,  is  that,  in  support  of 
which  no  sophistry  can  prevail  ,•  and,  to  which, 
no  term,  no  length  of  endurance,  can  reconcile 
the  sufferer.  No  prescription  can  justify  the 
practice  of  enslavement  in  any  case  ;  and  no 
slave,  however  abject,  will  admit  it  in  cases  af- 
fecting his  conscience.     God  has  iostilledj  into 
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the  heart  of  man,  certain  religious  duties  ;  and, 
whenever  the  fulfilment  of  these  is  forhidden  by 
human  edicts,  the  injured  person  fears  not  to 
revolt  or  seek  an  asylum  against  persecution. 
"Willi  God  on  his  side,  he  fears  no  other  power, 
and  can  be  happy  in  a  wilderness  or  in  a  cave. 

It  is  not  now  necessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed 
view  of  the  persecutions  against  Christians  in 
Europe.  Who  that  has  not  beard  of  them  ?  It 
is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  no  difficulties,  real 
/or  imagiiiary,  could  deter  the  persecuted  Chris- 
tians fi'om  seeking  an  asylum,  where,  free  from 
interruption,  they  might  adore  their  God,  as 
conscience  dictated.  America  offered  that  asy- 
lum ;  and  to  this  eireumstanee  it  is  due,  that 
the  wilderness  is  so  fast  giving  way  to  cultiva- 
tion ;  the  inter!;o5  resources  of  the  country  have 
been  explored  ad  rendered  operative,  the  seem- 
ing insurirsoi;  :ti !:  0  objects  of  the  new  coun- 
try have  d  !•  ppcared,  and  a  state  of  comfort 
equal  to  that  of  any  part  of  Europe  has  been 
produced. 

This  comnjrt  was  wickedly  marred  by  tho 
British  Government,  while  it  ruled  the  North 
American  colonies.  A  desire  to  proceed  to  the 
chief  object  of  this  work,  and  its  limits  preclud- 
ing any  particular  recital  of  these  evils,  leaves 
only  room  to  remark,  that  they  were  such  as  to 
create  much  unhappiness  in, the  eoVonies,  to  pro- 
duce complaints,  rem.onstrances,  and  petitions 
to  the  mother  country  ;  and  finally,  were  car- 
ried to  such  excess,  as  to  be  no  longer  suffer- 
abie. 

On  the  ever  to  be  remembered  4th  July,  1776, 
the  people  of  these  colonies,  by  their  represen- 
tatives in  congress  assembled,  having  published 
a  moderate,  but  firm,  a  grievous,  but  true  state- 
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ment  of  the  multiplied  injuries,  inflicted  on  them, 
by  the  British  king  and  government,  declared 
that  the  united  colonies  <*  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  states."  These 
United  colonies  consisted  of  the  states  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  ;  leaving  England 
in  possession  of  the  provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  New-Brunswick,  and  Nova- Scotia. 

The  contest,  which  succeeded,  was  looked  on 
by  the  world,  with  astonishment :  its  novelty 
and  its  importance  excited  general  interest.  A 
few  people,  vithout  an  army,  without  arras, 
without  discipline,  or  munitions  of  war,  without 
money,  without  allies,  opposing  their  unorgan- 
ized force  against  a  nation  rich  and  powerful, 
with  numerous  ships,  armies,  and  navies,  hav- 
ing discipline,  money,  credit,  and  all  the  means 
of  warfare,  and  being  in  possession  of  the  colo- 
nies, the  inhabitants  of  wbi'h  declared  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  v,as  a  crisis  of  uncomr.jon  mo- 
ment. The  contest  was  long  and  severe  ;  a  blood- 
thirsty vengeance  on  one  side,  led  the  British  to 
the  most  shameful  excesses  ;  a  detenr.ination  to 
live  free  or  die,  guided  the  people  of  America, 
under  the  direction  of  the  great  WasiUNgtov, 
and  the  other  sages  and  patiiols  in  the  field 
and  the  cabinet,  to  a  completion  of  all  they 
wanted,  all  they  wished.  Tyranny  looked  down, 
liberty  rejoiced,  on  the  completion  of  the  happy 
triumph. 

The  wound  inflicted  on  the  pride  and  interest 
of  England,  by  this  disruption  of  her  empire, 
was  truly  great,  but  still  greater  than  Mas  then 
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contemplated.  Under  the  dominion  of  England, 
the  inerease  of  population  would  be  slow,  the 
increase  of  commerce  and  manufactures  still 
slower  :  the  country  wonld  be  a  warehouse  for 
British  manufactures,  the  inhabitants,  a  nursery 
for  British  armies  and  navies.  It  was  necessary 
that  a  people  should  be  free  ;  that  genius  should 
\  be  unchecked,  industry  unrestrained,  in  order 
to  prove  how  far  free  men  were  superior  to 
whatever  theory  could  conceive  of  them.  The 
experiment  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the 
United  States. 

The  country  of  a  monarch  would  not  in  a  cen- 
tury recover  from  injury  such  as  had  been  suf- 
fered by  the  United  States.  But  the  people  of 
America  felt  all  their  toils  and  losses  compen- 
sated by  the  acquisition  of  freedom  ;  they  stood 
erect,  and,  as  if  by  magic,  appeared  in  all  the 
might  of  a  nation.  In  less  than  thirty  years, 
their  country  shook  off  the  appearance  of  a  howl- 
ing wilderness,  their  population  increased  three- 
fold, their  manufactures  increased  so  as  to  sup- 
ply nearly  all  their  want^,  and  every  sea  wit- 
nessed their  immensely  increased  external  trade  ; 
in  short  the}  became  the  rivals  of  England. 

A  long  course  of  wars,  and  the  revolutionary 
war  of  America,  more  than  any  other,  increased 
the  national  debt  of  Great  Britain  to  a  great  and 
burthensome  amount.  To  meet  this  exigency, 
as  well  as  to  gratify  the  national  wish,  and  to 
provide  for  the  further  and  growing  charges  in 
support  of  foreign  colonies,  an  increased  trade 
was  necessary.  The  industry  of  Englishmen 
showed  itself  in  the  successful  and  unparalleled 
extension  of  her  manufactures,  and  the  policy 
of  her  rulers,  aimed  at  t»n  undivided  foreign 
commerce,  in  support  of  the  home  system. 
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The  naval  successes  of  Britain,  during  the 
Tfcnch  war,  had  nearly  afcomplished  hcv  vast 
design.  The  ships  of  Holland,  Prance,  Portu- 
gal, Spain,  and  Italy,  had  nearly  disa^tpeared 
ii'om  the  ocean  ;  those  of  Russia,  and  liie  otlier 
naval  powers  of  the  nortli  of  Europe,  had  be*'ii 
gained  over  to  tlie  British  interest,  or  destroyed 
by  the  superiority  of  her  fieets.  The  United 
States,  although  in  a  state  of  infancy  was  yet 
the  only  nation  that  had  virtue  or  courage  suffi- 
cient to  move  in  a  Just  course,  uniailuenced  by 
intiigue,  and  unintiinidated  Ly  menace.  To- 
wards tliis  nation^  Britain  for  years  manifested 
the  most  ungenerous,  injurious  and  cowardly 
conduct ;  amounting,  in  its  cfieets,  to  war,  while 
the  United  States  pursuing  ae  honorable  and 
pacific  course,  was  debarred  from  making  repri- 
sal. This  one  sided  war,  had  it  been  permitted 
to  continue,  would  have  sunk  the  States  in  the 
esteem  ot*  foreign  nations,  dried  up  the  sources  of 
their  growing  greatness,  reduced  them  to  a  st  ite 
of  contemptible  imbecility,  and,  not  improbably, 
to  a  merited  state  of  dependance — they  might 
again  become  colonies— British  colonies. 

Hitherto  the  Americans  looked  but  little  to 
home  manufactures,  the  capital  of  the  merchant 
■was  employed  on  the  ocean,  and  the  people  of 
the  interior  found  sufficient  employment  in  til- 
ling the  soil.  There  was  a  great  and  profita- 
We  demand  for  every  kind  of  produce,  and  the 
citizens  were  in  tlie  habit  of  receiving  manufac- 
tures of  all  kinds  from  foreign  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly from  England. 

Had  England  been  satisfied  to  contend  for 
commercial  superiority  by  fair  means,  she 
would  long,  very  long,  continue  to  supply  the 
United  States  with  almost  every  kind  of  loanu- 
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facture  ;  but  she  calculated  that  the  pacific  pol- 
icy of  the  States  would  continue,  and  that  the 
political  disputes  anionj;  her  own  citizens  ^vould 
render  her  a  wrak  enemy  even  in  var;  and  it 
is  even  probahle,  that  the  resubjugation  of  the 
colonies  were  in  a  certain  expected  event  con- 
templated. I'hat  event  was  to  he  the  oveithrow 
of  France.  liad  the  United  States  unresii^ting- 
ly  suhmilted  until  the  restoration  of  the  liour- 
bons,  she  would  then  have  had  war  wiUi  a  ven- 
geance. 

'*  rhe  history  of  the  present  king  of  Great 
Britain,  says  the  declaration  of  independence)  is 
a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  unsurpatioi.s." 
This  would,  at  this  day  be  a  just  representation 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  fiom  the  ler- 
minatioo  of  the  revolutionary,  to  the  tonimenee- 
ment  of  the  present  war.  Instead  of  dwelling 
mure  minutely  on  it,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
it  was  so  continued,  so  multiplied  and  multifa- 
rious, that  the  United  States  had  r.o  alternative, 
but  submission  to  wrongs  by  which  they  would 
he  degraded  as  a  nation,  or  an  appeal  to  arms. 
The  latter  was  resorted  to. 

On  Monday,  the  1st  of  June,  a  confidential 
message  was  received,  in  both  chambers  of  Con- 
gress, from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
■which  was  read  with  closed  doors,  and  referred, 
in  each  house,  to  committees  to  report  thereon. 

The  British  aggressions,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  a  particular  manner,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  were, 

1.  Impressments  of  American  citizens  while  sail- 
ing on  the  highway  of  nations,  dragging  them  oa 
hoard  their  ships  of  war,  and  forcing  them  to  serve 
against  Oiitions  in  anvity  with  the  United  States,  and 
even  to  assist  in  aggressions  on  their  fellow  citizens 
^hen  met  en  the  high  seus^ 
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3.  Violating  the  rights  and  peace  of  our  coasts 
and  harbours,  harrassing  our  departing  commerce, 
and  wantonly  spilling  American  blood  within  our 
territorial   jurisdiction. 

3.  Under  pretended  blockades,  plundering  our 
commerce  in  every  sea,  no  adequate  force  being  ap- 
plied to  render  such  blockades  legal,  and  their  being 
enforced  from  the  date  of  the  notification,  by  which 
they  had  a  retrospective  effect. 

4.  illegal  blocktidea,  under  the  name  of  Orders  in 
Council. 

5.  The  employment  of  a  secret  agent,  within  the 
United  States,  with  a  view  to  subvert  our  govern- 
ment, and  dismember  the  Union. 

6.  Encouraging  the  savage  Indians  to  make  vriv 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  blockade,  under  the  name  cf  Orders  in 
Council,  was  the  only  charge  which  the  British 
minister  pretended  to  justify  ;  and  this  not  on 
any  law  of  nations,  but  as  an  aet  of  necessary  re- 
taliation on  France,  for  equally  illegal  blockades, 
under  the  names  of  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees. 
It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  one  of  the  Bri- 
tish illegal  acts  was  dated  in  May,  1806,  and 
Gould  not  be  a  retaliation,  because  it  was  ante- 
cedent to  the  French  decrees.  It  should  also 
be  observed,  that  the  British,  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  French  decrees,  declared  that  the 
blockade  of^Iay,  1806,  was  comprehended  in  the 
Orders  in  Council,  dated  subsequent  to  the 
French  decrees  ;  thus  endeavouring  to  prove  that 
a  blockade,  actually  instituted  before  the  French 
decrees,  must  be  considered  as  properly  com- 
menced after  the  pronuilgation  of  the  French 
decrees. 

The  object  of  this  manceuvre,  was  to  declare, 
that  should  the  French  do  rees  be  repealed,  the 
repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  should 
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follow,  and  thus  each  belligerent  proceed  t a  i»e- 
peal  their  respective  edicts,  pari  passu,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  dates,  until  all  the  oifen- 
sive  decrees  shouUl  be  annulled. 

AVhen.  however,  the  French  decrees  had  been 
annulled,  the  British,  under  the  most  equivocaC- 
ing,  flimsy,  and  false  pretexts,  continued  to  act 
on  their  Orders  in  Council ;  until  after  the  decla- 
ration of  war  by  America.  It  is  true  that  the 
Bj'itish  government  could  not  be  acquainted  with 
the  declaration  of  war  at  the  time  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  it  must,  however,  be 
conceded,  that  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
American  euibargo,  which  was  generally  under- 
stood to  be  preparatory  to  war ;  nor  could  they 
doubt  that  war  would  be  declared,  unless  they 
believed  that  America  had  lost  all  political  vir- 
tue. A  state  of  war  superceded  all  use  which 
the  British  eould  make  of  (he  Orders  in  Council. 
Their  repeal  was  marked  by  the  greatest  con- 
tempt for,  and  insult  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations,^  to  whom  the  President's  message  was 
referred,  by  the  house  of  Representatives,  made 
a  long  and  luminous  report  of  the  3d  June,  ISl-^, 
Tivhich  concluded  by  recommending  an  appeal 

TO  ARMS. 

The  report  was,  after  two  ineiTectual  motions 
to  have  the  doors  opened,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tab^e. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  same  committee,  on 
leave  given,  presented  a  bill,  declaring  war  be- 
tween Great  I5ritain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States,  and  their  territories.  This 
bill  was  warmly  opposed  and  debated  for  two 
days;  when  the  question  being  taken,  shall  the 
said  bill  pass  ?  It  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 
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The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  as  follows  : 
YEAS. 

J\''erj-Hamfishire.  Dinsraoor,  Hall,  and  Harper. — 3. 

Massachusetts.  Seaver,  Carr,  Green,  Richi\rdsorfj^ 
Turner,  and  VVidgery. — 6. 

Rhode-Island.     iSone. 

Vermont.     Fisk,  Shaw,  and  Strong. — 3. 

Connecticut.     None. 

J\''eiv  York.     Pond,  Avery,  and  Sage. — 3. 

JVcw- Jersey.     Condit,  and  iMorgan. — 2. 

Pennsylvania.  Seybert,  Anderson,  Brown,  Ro- 
berts, Findley  Smilie,  Lyle,  Whilehill,  Bard,  Davis, 
Lefever,  Hyneman,  Piper,  Lacock,  Crawford,  and 
Smith — 16. 

JDelaiifare.     None, 

Marylajid.  Kent,  Little,  M'Kim,  Ringgold,  Brown;^ 
and  \rchcr. — 6. 

Virginia.  Nelson,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Newton, 
Taliaferro,  Dawson,  Basset,  Smith,  Hawes,  Roane? 
M'Koy,  Pleasants,  Ciopton,  and  Bui  well. — 14. 

Aorth-Caroliua.  Alston,  Blackledge,  Macon,  King, 
Cochran,  and  Pickens. — 6. 

South-Caroli'ia.  Williams,  Cheves,  Lowndes,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Larle,  Winn,  and  Moore. — 8. 

Georgia       Troup,  Bibb,  and  Hall. — 3. 

Kentucky.  Johnsou,  Desha,  New,  M'Kee,  and 
Ormsby — 5. 

Tennessee.     Rhea,  Grundy,  and  Sevier. — 3. 

Ohio.     Morrow. —  1. 

NAYS. 

Kenv' Hampshire.     Bartlctt,  and  Sullivan. — 2. 

Massachusetts.  Quixy,  Reed,  Taggari,  Elfj 
Brighain,  White,  Talhnan,  and  Whoaton. — S. 

Rhode-Island.     Potter  and  Jackson. — 2. 

Vermont.     Chittenden.      1. 

Connecticut.  Sturges,  Davenport,  Mosely,  Champ^ 
ton,  rallmadge,  Pitkin,  and  Law  — 7. 

J\''e%V'YoTk.     Bieecker,  Emot,  Cooke,  Fitch,  Gol«^ 

B  2 
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Ssmmons  Stow,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Mitchill,  and 
JMtticdlf.— .11. 

A'f7v- Jersey.     Boyd,  Hufty,   Maxwell,  and  New- 
bold. — 4. 

Pennsylvania.     Milnor,  and  Rodman.— 3, 

Belaivare.     Ridgely. — 1. 

Maryland.     Key,  Goldsborough,  and  Stewart.— 3. 

Virginia.    Randolph,  Lewis,  Baker,  Brtckenridge, 
and  \V  ilsou — 5. 

jVorth-Carolina.     Pearson,    M'Bryde,    and   Stan 
ford. — 3. 

South  Carolina,     None. 

G-orgia.     None.   • 


Kentucky.     None. 

Tennessee.     None. 

Ohio.     2fone. 

Yeas 

7ff 

IN' ays 

49 

Majority  for  War  30 

On  the  5th  of  June,  a  eonfidenlial  message 
was  received  h-^  the  Senate,  fvoni  the  House  of 
I^epiesentatives,  by  ]Mi\  Macon  and  Mr.  Find- 
lev,  two  of  their  oieinbers— Mr.  Macon,  chair- 
man : 

"  Mr.  President — The  House  of  ■Representatives- 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  '  An  act  declaring  war 
beiv/«:eii  Great-Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the 
United  States  and  their  territories  ;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  «it  the  S.  nate  ;  and  request  that 
tbt  bill  be  considered  confidentially."  And  they 
withdrew. 

The  bill,  from  the  Dowse  of  Representatives, 
w«s  hef(»re  the  Senate,  from  da.v  to  da,v,  until 
the  »7th  June.  It  underwent  a  very  enlarged 
discussion,  met  with  n'tjcli  and  violent  oppo- 
sition, but  linally^  passed  lliat  body  on  the  lalt€r 
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day ;  there  appearing  tor  its  passage,  19 ;  against 
it,  13. 

The  act  was  passed  into  a  law  on  the  ISth,  in 
the  following  words : 

AN  ACT 
Declaring'     War    between    the    United   Kingdom    of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland^    and   the  dependencies 
thereof^  and  the    United   States   of  America.^   and 
their  territories, 

BE  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rf fire- 
sentadves  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Con'=- 
gress  assembled,  That  WAR  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  declared  to  exist  between  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependen- 
cies then  of,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
their  territories  ;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Unit» 
ed  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  use  the 
"vvhole  land  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  to 
cany  the  same  into  effect,  and  to  issue  to  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  commissions  or 
letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal,  in  such  form 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effects 
of  the  government  of  the  same  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof. 

June  18,   1812. 
APPROVED,  JAMES  MADISON. 

On  the  following  day  (19th  June)  war  was 
declared,  hy  proclamation,  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy being  previously  removed  in  both  houses 
ef  Congress. 

A  peace  of  nearly  30  years,  during  which  the 
Americans  attended  but  little  to  iniprovenients 
in  the  arts  of  war,  rendered  them  apparently  a 
very  unequal  match  for  a  nation  whose  armies 
and  navies  were  more  nun;crous  than  they  hatL 
Iteenatany  former  peiied.    The  best  friends  o£ 
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A meriea  feared  much  for  the  fate  of  the  little 
American  navy.  It  was  also  supposed  that  oul* 
uruliseipiined  armies  must  experience  several 
defeats  from  the  Avell  trained  regulars  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  those,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  re- 
volutionary war,  felt  no  doubt  as  to  what  would 
be  the  event  of  the  present.  The  wonderful 
exploits,  and  happy  issue,  that  remains  to  be  re- 
corded, will  show,  that  even  the  warmest  en- 
thusiasts did  not  probably  anticipate  renown  and 
glory,  such  as  was  in  store  lor  Americans. 

The  public  prints,  on  both  sides,  wete  warm 
in  their  denunciations  of  their  respective  oppo- 
nents, and  threats  of  what  would  and  could  be 
performed.  The  follow  iog  are  given  as  speci- 
mens. 

From  the  London  Courier. 

''  America  knows  not  that  the  vigour  of  the  British 
empire  increuses  with  the  necessity  of  exerting  it — 
that  our  elasticity  rises  with  the  pressure  upon  us— 
that  difficulties  only  make  us  more  firm  and  un<<aunt- 
ed — that  dr^ngers  only  give  us  the  additional  means  of 
overcoming  them.  It  is  in  such  a  state  of  affairs,  in 
such  a  great  crisis,  that  a  nation  like  Great  Britain 
becomes  greater.  We  are  now  the  only  bulwark  of 
liberty  in  the  world — placed,  a  little  spot,  a  speck  al- 
most on  the  ocean,  between  the  old  and  the  new 
world,  we  a  e  contending  witli  botn  ;  wah  one  arm 
we  are  beating  the  armies  of  the  master  of  the  Con- 
tinent of  i'^urope,  and  with  the  other  we  shall  smite 
f^is  Pi  eject  on  the  Continent  of  America." 

From  the  J^eto-York  Morning  Post. 

«  With  a  stone  and  a  sling  only,  America  coni- 
meiiced  the  war  of  Lidependence.  Without  arms, 
without  clothing  without  monc) ,  and  without  credit, 
we  took  the  field  ;  relying  upon  stout  hearts,  and  the 
assi^Uince  oi  God  for  the  success  of  a  righteous 
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cause.  The  event  has  proved,  that  with  such  reli- 
ances, a  nation  has  nothing  to  fear.  Qur  country  has 
again  thrown  itself  upon  the  protection  of  the  Lord 
of  Hosts  ;  we  need  but  prove  faithful  to  him  and  to 
ourselves.  Victory  will  again  crown  our  efforts,  and 
peace  and  plenty  reward  us  for  our  toils.  Who,  that 
is  truly  an  American,  will  despair  of  the  success  of 
his  country ;  who  will  dare  to  believe  we  can  be 
oiherwisf^  than  CONQUERORS  ?  We  had  imagin- 
ed  this  impossible,  except  with  the  agents  of  the  ene- 
my ;  yet  in  a  crisis  so  important,  not  only  to  us,  but 
to  posterity,  we  have  found  that  the  spirit  of  treason 
has  dared  to  stalk  abroad,  even  at  noonday,  amongst 
us.  Is  tl;e  enemy  so  strong  in  the  camp — so  confi- 
dent of  support,  as  to  hazard  a  fearless  defiance  ? 
We  are,  it  is  true,  proud  to  exist  in  a  land  of  free- 
dom— hut  when  men  threaten  us  with  giving  the  as- 
sistance of  their  pens  to  the  cause  of  our  adversaries, 
who  will  hesitate  to  say  that  such  freedom  become* 
traitorous  ?" 

The  state  of  the  regular  army  was,  at  this 
time,  such  as  scarcely  to  deserve  the  name.— 
The  militia,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  uni- 
form companies  in  the  cities,  consisted  of  a  yeo- 
manry and  others  accustomed  to  parade  for  a 
few  hours  each  year,  some  with  had  arms,  oth- 
ers without  any.  The  preparations  for  war  on 
the  land,  was  confined  to  an  expedition  under 
the  command  of  General  Hull,  of  which  notice 
will  he  taken  in  the  proper  place.  The  navy 
consisted  of  the  following  vessels. 

List  of  American  Vessels,  and  their  force. 


President, 

44 

Com.  Rodgers. 

Constitution, 

44 

Captain  Hull. 

United  States, 

44 

Decatur-, 

Chesapeake, 

36 

Ordinary. 

New- York, 

36 

Bo. 

22 
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Constellationi  36         Ordinary. 

Congr.^ss,  36  Capt.  Smith: 

Boston,  32  Ordinary. 

Essex,  32  Capt.  Porter. 

Adams,  33  Ordinary. 

eORVETTE. 

John  Adams,  26  Capt.  Ludlow. 


Wasp, 
Hornet, 

Oneida, 

Siren, 

Argus, 
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16         Capt.  Jones. 
16  Lawrencig. 

BRIGS. 

16         Com.  Woolsey, 


Vixen, 

Nautilus, 

Enterprise, 

Viper, 

170  Gun  Boats, 

Vengeance,  ^ 

Spitfire,  f 

jEtna,  I 

Vesuvius,  J 


J  6 
16 

SCHOONERS 
12 


Lieut.  Caroll. 
Crane. 


Lieut.  Gasden. 
12  Sinclair; 

12  Blakely. 

1 3  Bainbridge-. 
Capt.  Shaw. 


BOMBS. 


Ordinary. 


Commodore  Rodgers,  being  at  New-York,  ou 
receiving  the  President's  proclamation,  announc- 
ing war,  addressed  his  men  on  the  occasion, 
offering  their  wages  and  a  discharge  to  such  as 
were  unwilling  to  risk  their  lives  with  him.  A 
general  huzza  preceded  tlie  declaration  of  every 
individual  to  "  sfand  or  fall  with  the  Commo- 
dore." The  anchor  was  heaved,  and,  before 
night,  the  Commodore  passed  the  light-bouse  of 
Sandy  Hook,  and  proceeded  to  sea,  having  un- 
der his  oommand,^  the  frigates  President,  Unitetl 
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States,  and  Congress,  and  the  sloops  of  Avar 
Horaet  and  Argus.  The  Coianiodore  return«>d 
to  lioston  afttr  a  cruise  of  72  dij^s.  during 
\*lrich  he  passed  wifhin  one  day's  sail  of  (he  Biit- 
ish  channel,  passed  near  the  island  of  ^Sadeira, 
and  (he  Azores,  and  returned  b^  the  hanks  of 
]VewfoundIand  and  Cape  Suble.  Ho  made  7 
captures  and  1  re-captui*»  ;  hnd  <  hased  two  Brit- 
ish frigates,  one  of  them  the  Belvkhra.  This 
cruise  was  of  gi-eat  btne(j(,  as  it  eoinpelu <1  tlie 
enemv  to  eoneentr'ate  his  f  r*  e.  hv  which  a  vast 
<]uantitj  of  propert^v  was  sayed  from  I'alling  into 
the  enej!  v*s  hands. 

The  President,  while  cl  asrng  tlie  Belvidera, 
received  a  ( onsiderahle  nuinf)er  of  shot  in  lier 
sails  and  rigging,  hut  was  not  materially  injur- 
ed. One  of  the  Fiesident's  guns  hursted.  hj 
uhich  3  men  were  killed,  and  linteen  won  :ded. 
By  this  accident,  the  Coninsodor-e's  leg  was  fiac- 
tured.  The  chase  lasted  from  6,  a.  m.  on  the  23d 
June,  until  midnight. 

On  the  day  after  the  Commodore  sailed,  the 
IVdlowing  appear-ed  in  the  New- York  Colum- 
bian, antl  accounts  for  the  escape  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  vessels  of  war,  Belvidera  and  Tar- 
tarus, which  had  been  for  some  days  off  Sandy- 
Hook. 

"  Tt  is  undoubtedly  a  fact,  that  dispatch-boats 
with  infoimaiion  have  been  sent  off  to  the  British 
•vessels  which  were  cruising  off  the  iitirbour,  since 
the  d'  claration  of  war.  By  ivhom  they  were  sent 
off,  it  is  not  nec'Ssary  at  preseht  to  mention.  But 
this  much  may,  and  ought  to  be  said — that  if  it  was 
done  by  an  American  citizei),  he  has  committed  trea- 
son by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  deserves, 
and  may  receive  a  hanging  for  it.  There  is  no  sus- 
picion} however,  entertained,  that  such  an  infaraouis 
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act  has  been  done  by  any  American.  As  it  has  there- 
fore been  the  act  of  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, whether  they  are  in  or  out  of  office,  the  act  is  a 
violation  of  the  hospitality  whicn  tolerates  their  re- 
sidence in  our  city^  and  calls  loudly  upon  the  consti- 
tuttid  autiiorities  to  put  the  law?  immediately  in  force 
ogair-st  alien  enemies,  and  to  rid  the  city  of  spies,  or 
aT  least  of  sucn  as  disgrace  their  character  by  acting 
in  so  infamous  a  capacity." 

It  is  however  a  lamentable  fact,  tlial  the  ene- 
IBT  ii-.hI  Iiis  adherents  within  the  I  nited  States, 
coiisisting  of  native  citizens,  as  well  as  of  for- 
eigners I'he  public  were  apprised  of  the  in- 
famous and  cowardly  meaMs  used  by  the  British 
to  corrupt  the  citizens,  by  the  agency  of  hired 
incendiaries  among  whom  the  notorious  John 
Henry  was  conspicuous.  The  first  efliisions  of 
the  press  were  watched  with  care,  and  the  citi- 
zens indignant  at  the  conduct  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment; wliich  rendered  war  not  only  necessa- 
ry, but  unavoidable,  were  ready  to  construe 
every  opposition  to  government,  into  an  act  of 
adhesion  to  the  enemy.  The  spirit  of  1776 
seemed  to  revive,  and  the  terms  *'  Whig"  and 
«<  Tory,*'  were  again  coming  into  use.  The 
party,  which  designated  itself  as  "  Federal,"  was 
long  opposed  to  the  officers  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment :  and  were  in  the  practice  of  eondenjn- 
ing.  opposing,  and  thwarting  all  its  measures. 
This  party,  to  be  consistent,  also  opposed  the 
"War. — There  was  another  party  opposed  to  war, 
merely  because  it  ijiust  prove  injurious  to  Eng- 
land ;  this  was  properH  a  British  tory  party, 
and  should  be  distinguished  from  those  federal- 
ists, who,  notwithstanding  their  opposition  to 
Wfn,  were  jet  Americans.  The  tory  endeavour- 
ed to  screen  himself  beneath  the  semblance  of 
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federalism  ;  and  the  federalist,  who  could  weali- 
ly  lend  the  mask,  should  not  complain,  if  both 
should  he  taken  for  tories. 

There  were  several  editors  of  federal  politics 
who  deserved  and  received  the  applause  of  their 
political  opponents,  for  conduct  pursued  imme- 
diately subsequent  to  the  declaration  of  war. 
The  following  extract  from  a  federal  paper,  de- 
serves particular  notice  : 

■From  the  United  States'*  Gazette,  printed  at  Phila" 
delfihia. 

"  The  people  of  this  country,  whatever  may  be 
their  opinions  of  this  incomprehensible  war,  dvmand, 
and  will  insist  that  it  now  be  carried  on  with  the  vi- 
gour necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  of  all  war, 
honour  while  it  lasts,  and  real  peace  and  security 
wlien  it  ends." 

A  pai"agi.'a|)h  of  a  s^ftmingly  different  com- 
plexion, appeared  immediately  after  Ww  deela- 
I'atioa  of  war,  in  the  *»  Federal  Republican," 
printed  at  Baltimore,  and  edited  liy  Mr.  Wag- 
ner.    It  wa«  in  the  following  words:: 

«  We  mean  to  represent  in  as  strong;  colours  as  we 
are  capable,  that  the  war  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient, 
and  entered  into  from  partial,  personal,  and  as  we  be- 
lieve, motives  bearing;  upon  their  front,  marks  of  un- 
disg;uised  foreign  influence,  which  canno..  be  mistak- 
en. We  mean  to  use  every  means  of  corrstirutional 
argument,  and  every  legal  means,  to  render  as  odious 
and  suspicious  to  the  American  people,  as  they  de- 
serve to  be,  the  patrons  and  contrivers  of  this  hi£;hly 
impolitic  and  destructive  war,  in  the  fullest  persua- 
sion, that  wo  shall  be  supported,  and  ultimately  ap- 
plauded by  nine-tenths  of  our  countrymen,  and  that 
our  silence  would  be  treason  to  them.'' 

The  citizens,  in  a  state  of  high  irritation,  pro- 
<5esded  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  June,  to  Mr. 
c 
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"Wagner's  printing  office,  which  was  dcsfroyed. 
This  jji'ocediire  was  followed  hy  some  rioting  5 
and  the  paper  was  removed  to  Georgetown, 
(CoJ.)  where  it  continued  to  be  printed. 

On  the  7th  Jnlv,  an  order  was  issued  from 
the  departnient  of  state  of  Ihe  United  States,  re- 
quiring all  liritish  subjects  to  register  their 
names,  ages,  places  of  residence,  persons  com- 
posing their  families,  \c  at  the  office  of  the 
marshal  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  in 
which  such  subjects  resided.  Tlris  order  was 
followed  bv  others  directing  alien  enemies,  who 
Avere  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  to  remove 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  sea  or  tide  water.  The 
information  eojiStanllv  conveyed  to  the  enemy, 
from  the  ports  and  haibouts  «<f  the  I  nited 
States,  was  supposed  to  render  sucli  a  measure 
necessary.  It  would  be  much  to  the-honour  of 
the  citizens,  if  this  treasonable  intercourse  with 
the  enemy  were  confined  to  aliens ;  subsequent 
information,  obtained  at  the  navy  department 
of  tlie  United  States,  has  sufficiently  proved  that 
several  profligate  citizens  have  also  held  com- 
munications with,  and  supplied  the  wants  of  the 
enemy. 

A  cartel  ship  arrived  in  July,  at  Boston,  from 
Halifax,  and  delivered  on  board  the  U.  States' 
frigate  Chesapeake,  three  seamen,  formerly  ta- 
ken out  of  that  frigate,  by  the  British  frigate 
Leopard. 

It  will  be  recol'ected  that  the  Leopard  attack- 
ed the  Chesapeake  in  time  of  peace,  while  the 
latter  was  unsuspicious  of  an  attack,  and  unpre- 
pared for  defence.  The  Chesapeake  was  fired 
into,  boarded,  and  these  men  taken  by  force 
from  her. 

Remonstrance    on    the    part    of  the  United 
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States,  was  made  to  the  Bt-itish  government,  and 
redress  demanded  for  this  wanton  breach  oftlie 
laws  of  nations.  The  British  government  dis- 
avowed anv  agency  in  the  act ;  hut  yet  promot- 
ed tlie  commander  of  the  Leopard,  not  to  the 
yard  arm  of  a  ship,  but  to  the  command  of  a  74. 
The  restoration  of  these  men  had  been,  for  sooje 
time,  promised  by  the  British  government ;  it 
Avas  pleasing  to  see  it  effected  so  soon  after  the 
declaration  of  war.  Whether  the  Avar  had  any 
influence  in  this  transaction,  must  be  matter  of 
conjecture,  in  which  the  reader  >vill  exercise 
Lis  own  opinion. 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  in  whicb  war 
produced  a  change  to  those  Americans  who  were 
impressed  and  confined  on  board  British  men  of 
war.  Several  of  them,  having  declined  serving 
against  their  country,  were  sent  to  prison  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  became  entitled  to  be  lib- 
erated by  exchange.  This  mode  of  treating 
them,  after  their  character  as  American  citi- 
zens, Mas  acknowledged,  was  certainly  unjust ; 
they  should  have  been  fully  released,  not  hav- 
ing been  taken  in  time  of  war,  or  in  arms,  they 
were  entitled  to  rank  as  non-combatants. 

On  the  ±-Uh  July,  Mr.  Foster,  the  late  British 
minister,  and  Mr.  Barclay  late  consul,  departed, 
from  the  United  States,  at  New  York,  on  board 
tlie  British  flag  of  truce  Colibri.  I'hese  gen- 
tlenipn  were  much  esteemed  for  their  private 
amiable  qualities. 

The  (list  British  victory  over  the  American 
fleet,  happene:!  on  the  20th  of  July.  On  this  day 
the  United  States'  schooner  Nautilus,  Lieutenant 
Crane,  fell  in  Mith  a  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
captured,  after  a  chase  of  eight  hours.  No 
honour  was  lost  by  the   Americans  on  this  oc? 
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■easion;  the  vast  disparity  ef  force,  remleped  re*- 
sistance  as  imprudent,  as  it  would  be  unavailinj^. 
The  brave  cdniraantler's  sMwd  was  returned, 
by  the  British  officer.  Com.  Brooke,  as  an  ac- 
kuowletlgnient  of  the  skill  and  bravery  with 
^hich  he  endeavoured  to  save  his  ship.  Lieut» 
Crane,  and  his  crew,  were  afterwards  honourably 
acquitted,  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  of  all  censure 
in  the  loss  of  the  Nautilus. 

On  the  17th  of  tliis  same  montli,  the  frigate 
Constitution,  Captain  Hull,  chased  a  British  fri- 
gate into  a  British  fleet,  and  was  chased  in  turn, 
on  the  following  morning,  by  the  enemy,  consist- 
ing of  a  ship  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  a  brig, 
and  a  schi  oner.  The  chase  continued  60  hours. 
The  Constitution  arrived  safe  in  Boston.  The 
great  address,  by  which  Captain  Hull  saved  his 
ship,  drew  forth  the  admiration  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  applause  of  his  countrymen. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  Americans,  as  they 
also  endeavoured  in  a  former  war,  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  be  neutral.  Humanity  and  civiliza- 
tion plead  in  favour  of  a  principle  which  would 
not  add  savage  barbarity  to  the  other  evils  of 
War  ;  but  unfortunately,  the  policy  of  a  *'  mag- 
nanimous" enemy  was  different.  The  Ameri- 
cans soon  learned  that  the  enemy  had  leagued 
himself  with  the  ruthless  savage  of  the  wilder- 
ness; the  known  warfare  of  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping-knife  was  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
modern  invention  of  rockets  ;  in  short,  all  means 
within  the  power  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  com- 
bined against  the  people  of  the  Ignited  States. 

The  first  act  in  which  the  aUkd  Indians  and 
British  s'ign(tlix,ed  themselves,  was  in  the  taking 
of  the  fort  of  Michilimackinae,  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1812.     The  garrison  consisting  of  57  ef- 
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fective  men,  including  officers,   Avas  commanded 
hy  Lieutenant  Hanks,  of  the    artillery.      The 
lirst  notice  he  received  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
•\vas  in  the  form  of  a  summons,  to  surrender  the 
fort  and  island  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces. 
The  enemy,   contemplating  a  slate  of  var,  had 
been  for  some  time  preparing  an  expedition  for 
the  attack  of  Michiliniaekinuc.     The  place  of 
lendezvous  was  St.  Josepli's,  a  British  garrison, 
distant  from  Michilimackinac,  about  45  miles. 
So  prepared  were  the  Britisli,  that  they  were 
enabled  to  embark  the  next  day,  after  being  ap- 
jirised  of  the  declaration  of  war.      Lieutenant 
llanks  having  received  information  on  the  16th, 
of  the  hostile  attiJudc  of  the  Indians,  sent  Cap- 
tain Daurnian,  of  the  militia,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Indians;  he  embarked  about  sun-set, 
and  met  the  British  forces  within  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  the  island,  ])y  whom  he  was  made  pri- 
soner.    Every  possible  preparation  was  made  !»y 
the  garrison  to  resist  an  attack,  if  such  should 
be  attempted  ;  but  the  appearance  of  a  powerful 
enemy,  with  artillery,  scaling-ladders,  &c.  induc- 
ed Lieutenant  Hanks  to  submit  to  terms  of  capi- 
tulation, by  wliich  the  fort  was  surrendered  to 
the  (British  forces,  commanded  by  Captain  Rob- 
erts.    The  American  garrison  was  made  prison- 
ers, and  sent  to  the  United  States,  not  to  serve 
until  regularly  exchanged. 

The  British  force  consisted  of  regular  troops, 
46;  Canadian  militia,  260;  Indians,  715. — To- 
tal, 1021. 

The  probability  of  an  approaching  war  had 
determined  the  United  States'  government  to  a- 
dopt  some  measures  necessarily  preparatory  to 
that  evcntv 

Ou  the  19th  March,  1 819.  Major  James  R.MuI- 
c  Z 
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lany,  of  the  infantry,  was  directed  by  the  secre- 
tary of  >var,  Di\  Eustis,  to  proceed  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  ascertain  the  state  of  forwardness  in 
which  the  clothing  for  the  new  troops  was.  This 
was  executed,  and  report  made  accordingly. 
On  or  about  the  t2th  April,  orders  were  received 
at  New  York,  to  commence  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice. By  this  time  the  U.  S.  was  divided  into 
military  districts,  and  Major  Mullany  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  western  district,  (New- 
York.)  Wiih  his  noted  zeal  and  activity,  he 
arrived  at  Geneva,  on  the  20th  April,  ±812^  and 
located  there,  with  necessary  instructions,  a  val- 
uable officer,  (Captain  Mydert  M.  Dox.)  In  a 
few  days,  the  officers  assigned  to  this  district, 
were  supplied  with  funds  and  instructions,  and 
martial  music  gave  awful  warning  of  what  was 
likely  to  follow.  '1  he  difficulties  that  ignorance 
and  treacherous  opposition  excited,  is  no  way  in- 
teresting at  present.  Manly  exertion,  g«>od  judg- 
ment, and  a  righteous  cause,  surwiounted  every 
scheme  of  faction,  and  soared  successfully  over 
every  species  of  prejudice.  Citizens*  most  noted 
for  acilnionious  sarcasms  towards  the  measures 
jicessarily  adopted  at  that  period,  soon  buried 
their  mistaken  Jipprehensions  in  the  national 
good,  and  were  amongst  the  most  active  in  aiding 
the  efforts  of  the  offi<  ers  of  the  army. 

<>n  the  26th  of  IMay,  a  circular  order  Ava& 
trrinsmftted  to  the  following  officers,  having  for 
its  obj'ct  the  concentration  of  the  recruits  of  the 
western  district,  at  Canandaigua,  to  organize- 
ihem  for  tlie  field,  viz. 

Captain  Dox   Infantry,  Geneva. 
Captuin  MKeon,  3d  Rt^t.  Artillery,  Canandaigua^ 
Ct»pt;.ip  David  Scott.  Infi.n'ry,  Batavia, 
Captain  R,  H.  Moiris,  Infantry,  Cayuga* 
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1st  Lieutenant,  Wm.  Clarke,  Infantry,  Auburn. 

1st  Lieutenant,  John  \L  O'Connor,  3d  Regt.  Ar- 
tillery, Buffalo. 

1st  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Chipman,  Infantry,  Bath. 

2d  Lieutt  nant,  W.  Martin,  Infantry,  Lima. 

2d  Lieutenant,  Henry  Whiting,  Infantry,  Buffalo. 
By  Order, — J.  R.  MuUany,  Maj.  Comdg. 
Signed, — J.  H.  Rees,  Lt.  3d  Artillery,  Adjt, 

The  official  news  of  the  declaration  of  war, 
reached  Major  Mullany  on  the  27th  June,  18i2, 
one  day  later  than  the  express  with  it  to  the 
British,  passed  Canandaigua,  (the  head-quarters 
of  the  district.)  The  man  employed  on  this  oc- 
easion,  by  the  friends  of  England,  was  a  citizen 
of  Albany,  well  known  by  several  real  patriotic 
men,  residing  in  the  western  country,  on  whom 
he  imposed.  He  stated  that  he  was  conveying, 
express,  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war,  to 
Fort  JViugara^  in  consequence  of  which  strata- 
gem, he  succeeded  in  obtaining  every  facility, 
that  money  and  horses  could  give  him  ;  and  thus 
did  the  British  receive  the  new  s  one  day  Ijefore 
it  was  known  at  Canandaigua,  from  whence  may 
be  dated  the  fall  of  Michilimackinac,  and  a 
train  of  other  disasters  on  the  frontiers.  Having 
delivered  the  despatches  at  Queenstown,  he  re- 
turned immediately.  He  met  General  Peter  B, 
Porter  at  Batavia,  who  questioned  him  on  the  re- 
port then  general,  of  such  an  express  having 
passed,  but  he  very  adroitly  escaped,  and  was  a° 
gain  interrogated  on  his  arrival  at  Canandaigua, 
by  Major  Mullany,  who  was  closely  watching  his 
return.  He  soon  discovered  him.  and  placed  hini 
under  guard,  after  reading  to  him  the  .57th  ar- 
ticle of  the  articles  of  war.  His  deposition  was 
taken  before  a  master  in  chancery,  and  forward- 
ed to  Governor  Tompkins,  the  same  night,  wbor©^ 
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it  readied  in  thirty  hours,  distance  20S  miles. 
The  gentlemen  Avlio  employed  the  despatch  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  lield  to  hail,  and  evidence 
given  the  governor,  that,  although  the  despatches 
did  communicate  the  vote  ol' Congress,  declaring 
V'ar,still  tlie  communication  wassimphi  mercanlile. 

At  this  time  the  settlers  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier became  much  alarmed;  they  were  daily 
threatened  with  a  visit  from  the  Indians,  and 
their  houses  no  longer  offered  them  safety  or 
protection.  Several  settlements  had  been  aban- 
doned, and  nothing  was  heaid  along  the  frontier, 
in  imagination  at  least,  but  the  hostile  yell  of  the 
relentless  savage. 

The  following  letter  (not  hitherto  published,) 
was,  on  tuis  occasion,  directed  to  Major  Mul- 
lany: 

Black  Eock,  June  28,  1812. 
Sir, 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  British 
ineditute  an  attack  on  fort  Niagara,  and  that  it  may 
be  attempted  within  twenty-four  hours  from  this 
tinje.  If  they  once  pass  the  river,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  how  far  they  may  proceed. — Under  these  very 
urgent  circumstances  1  dispatch  an  express,  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  immediately  march  the  men  un- 
der your  command  to  our  assistance.  Although  you 
may  not  have  received  orders  authorizing  you  to 
comply  with  this  request,  I  am  persuaded  the  occa- 
sion will  justify  you,  as  your  men  can  be  of  no  possi- 
ble use  at  Canandaigua,  or  any  other  place  along  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lake,  and  arc  undoubtedly  intend- 
ed, ultimately,  for  this  place.  Bring  with  you  all  the 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  Canandaigua  arsenal. 
In  great  haste,  yours  respectfully, 

PETER  B.  POR  i  ER,  Q.  M.  G, 
0/  the  State  oj  New-York. 

Major  Mullany,  > 

C.ojnni'g  at   Cana?idai^ua.^ 
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Major  Mullany,  in  consequence  of  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  marched  withliis  command  tor  the 
protection  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

Another  evidently  material  precaution,  was  the 
stationing  a  competent  force  in  the  Michigan  ter- 
ritory, for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants, 
against  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  offensively,  if  such 
should  be  deemed  prudent.  General  Hull  had 
been  at  the  seat  of  government  in  the  spring 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  where  he 
made  arrangements  for  conducting  a  force  to 
Detroit.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  Dayton, 
on  the  Mad  river,  one  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
Miami,  60  miles  by  land,  and  about  75  miles  by 
water,  fjom  its  mouth.  Here  Governor  3Ieigs, 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  surrendered  to  the  general 
the  command  of  1500  volunteers,  who  had  been 
raised  for  this  purpose,  and  were  commanded  by 
Colonels  M'Arthur,  Cass,  and  Findlay,  by  the 
election  of  the  volunteers. 

On  the  27th  May,  General  Hull  pitched  his 
tent  in  camp  Meigs,  when,  the  troops  being  forn>- 
ed  in  a  hollow  square,  the  flag  of  the  United 
Scates  was  unfurled,  on  which  occasion,  a  shorty 
but  animated  and  impressive  address,  was  de- 
livered by  Colonel  Cass. 

On  the  1st  June,  the  4th  United  States'  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  Miller,  joined 
General  Hull,  when  he  resumed  his  march,  and 
reached  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  about  the  last 
of  June,  having  then  under  his  command  about 
2500  men. 

From  Dayton  to  Detroit,  a  distance  of  more 
than  150  miles,  the  army  had  to  cut  a  road  through 
the  wilderness ;  the  land  was  soft  or  swampy, 
and  the  labour  of  bringing  on  carriages  and  ar- 
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tillery,  excessive.  The  Indians  showed  little  dis'- 
posilion  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  troops. 
Governor  Meigs  proceeded  with  the  army  as  far 
as  the  Urhanna,  where  he  held  a  council  with 
some  Indian  chiefs,  when  it  was  agreed,  that 
peace  shoiihl  be  maintained  between  them  and  the 
United  States.  The  General  put  on  board  a  ves- 
sel, the  baggage  and  hospital  stores  of  the  army, 
with  an  officer  and  30  men,  wilh  dii'ections  to 
sail  for  Detroit.  The  British  having  been  ap- 
prized of  the  declaration  of  war,  captured  the 
vessel  at  Fort  IMalden,  mouth  of  Dedoit  liver  j 
and  thus  the  army  suffered  a  serious  loss. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  July,  General  Hull 
crossed  the  river  Detioit,  which  divides  the 
United  States'  territory  of  Michigan  from  the 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  fixed  his 
nead  quarters  at  the  town  of  Sandwich,  about 
two  mih^s  within  the  British  province.  From 
this  place  he  published  a  proclamation,  of  which 
the  folloM'ing  is  a  copy  : 

BY  WILLIAM  HULL, 

Brigadier    General  and    Commander    of  the   JSTorth 

Western  army  of  the   United    States  : 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Inhabitants  of  Canada, 

After  thirty  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  the 
United  States  have  been  driven  to  arms.  The  inju- 
ries and  aggressions,  the  insults  and  indignities  of 
Great. Britain,  have  once  more  left  them  no  alterna- 
tive but  manly  resistance,  or  unconditional  submis- 
sion. The  army  under  my  command  has  invaded  your 
country  ;  the  standard  of  the  union  now  Avaves  over 
the  territory  of  CaHada.  To  the  peaceable  unofTend- 
inp:  inhabitants,  it  brings  neither  danger  nor  difficulty. 
I  comi'  to  find  enemies,  not  to  make  them.  1  come 
to  protect,  not  to  injure  you. 
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Separated  by  an  immense  ocean,  and  an  extensive 
wilderness,  from  Great  Britain,  you  have  no  partici- 
pution  in  hei  councils,  no  interest  in  her  conduct. 
You  have  felt  her  tyranu!  ;  you  have  seen  her  in- 
justice ;  but  I  do  no!  abk  you  to  aven«e  the  one,  oij 
to  redress  the  other.  The  Un  led  St.ites  .^re  suffici- 
ently powerful  to  affoixJ  every  security,  consistent 
with  their  rights,  ana  your  expectations.  I  lender 
you  the  invaluable  blessing  of  civil,  political,  and  re- 
lifjious  liberty,  and  their  necessary  result,  individual 
and  grneral  prosperity;  that  liberty  which  gave  de- 
cision to  our  councils,  and  energy  to  our  conduct,  in 
a  siruggie  for  independeice,  which  coi'du  ted  us 
safely  and  triumph  intly  through  thestoimy  period  of 
the  revolution — the  liber'y  w  ;ich  has  raised  us  to 
an  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  he  world  ; 
and  which  afforded  us  a  {greater  meas\jre  of  peace 
and  security,  of  wealth  :ind  improvement  than  ever 
fell  to  the  lot  of  any  people.  In  ]he  name  of  my 
country,  and  the  aiithorit  of  government,  I  promise 
you  protectio  t  to  your  perso'  s,  prope- ty,  and  ri^^hts  ; 
remain  at  your  hinies;  punue  your  peaceful  and 
customary  avocations  ;  raise  not  your  hands  against 
your  brethren.  Many  of  your  fathers  fought  for 
the  freedom  and  ind.  pendence  we  now  enjoy.  Be- 
-  ing  children,  therefore,  of  the  same  family  with  us, 
and  heirs  of  he  same  heiitage,  thf'  arrival  of  an  army 
of  friends  must  be  hailed  by  you  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come. You  will  be  emancipated  fiom  tyra  ny  and 
oppression  and  restored  to  the  dignified  st:tion  of 
free  lora.  Had  I  any  doubt  of  eventual  success,  I 
might  ask  your  as-^i'-tance  ;  but  I  do  not.  I  come 
prepared  for  ever\  contingency — I  have  a  forcewhich 
will  break  down  all  opposition,  and  that  force  is  but 
the  van-guard  of  a  much  greater.  If  contrary  to 
your  own  inierests  arid  the  just  expectations  of  my 
country  you  should  take  part  in  the  approaching  cen- 
test,  you  will  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies; 
.  and  the  hiirrors  and  calamities  of  war  will  stalk  be- 
fore you.     If  the  barbarous   and   savage  policy  of 
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Great  Britain  be  pursued,  and  the  savages  are  iet 
loose  to  murder  our  citizens,  and  butcher  our  womea 
and  children,  this  war  will  be  a  war  of  ext  rmination. 
The  first  stroke  of  the  tomahawk — the  first  attempt 
with  the  scalping-knife,  will  be  the  signal  of  one  in- 
discriminate scene  of  desolation.  No  white  man, 
found  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  Indian,  will  be  taken 
prisoner — instait  death  will  be  his  lot.  li  the  dic- 
tates of  reason,  duty  justice,  and  humanity,  cannot 
prevent  the  employment  of  a  force  which  respects 
no  lights,  and  knows  no  wrong  it  will  be  prevented 
by  a  severe  and  relentless  system  of  retaliation.  I 
doubt  not  your  courage  and  firmness — I  will  not 
doubt  your  attachment  to  liberty.  If  you  tender 
your  services  voluntarily,  they  will  be  accepied  rea- 
dily. Tne  United  States  offer  you  peact,  liberty, 
ai  d  security. — Your  choice  lies  between  these  and 
war,  slaver/  and  destruction.  Choose  then  ;  but 
choose  wisely  ;  and  -nay  he  who  knows  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  and  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  fate  of 
nations,  guide  you  to  a  result  the  most  compatible 
with  your  rights  and  interests,  your  peace  and  hap- 
piness. 

By  the  General, 

A.  P.  HULL, 
Cafitain  of  the  ]Slh  United  States*  regiment  of  Infan- 

try,  and  Md-deCamfi.     Head-quarters,  Sandivich, 

July  12,  1812. 

WILLIAM  HULL. 

This  proclamation  was  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire Confidence,  and  sec  ure  the  fVicndsliip  of  the 
Canadians.  The  American  troops  were  in  bigh 
spirits,  anxious  to  be  led  against  tbe  cnemj^'s 
post  at  Fort  Maiden.  Tbe  Bvitish  force,  con- 
sisting of  regulars,  militia,  and  liidians,  was  in- 
ferior to  the  Americans,  as  appeared  by  the  offi- 
cial communication  ofthe  British  general  Brock, 
to  his  government.    Tbe  moment  seemed  fa- 
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veuraljle  to  strike  an  important,  perliaps  a  deci- 
sive blow.  The  Iiulians,  except  a  lew  of  Avhom 
had  joined  the  British,  remained  neutral,  wateli- 
ing  witli  their  usual  sagacity,  until  they  could 
discover  on  what  side  victory  was  likely  to  perch  ; 
nearly  all  the  Canadian  militia  had  deserted, 
Coloael  M» Arthur  was  detached  with  150  men, 
to  tiie  river  'Fhames,  wiiere  he  captured  a  con- 
«id<M'Jible  quantity'  of  ammunition,  arms,  and 
blankets.  Some  hundreds  of  Merino  sheep  were 
captured  by  another  detachment. 

On  the  I5th  July,  Colonel  Cass,  with  about 
oOO  men,  reeonnoitered  the  enemy's  posts.  The 
Colonel  ascended  the  river  Aux  Canards,  to  a 
ford,  where  he  crossed,  and  descending  on  tlie 
south  side,  attacked  and  repeatedly  drove  a  par- 
ty of  the  enemy's  regulars,  which  was  stationed 
at  a  bridge,  hve  miles  above  Amherstburg,  the 
^nemy  having  formed  and  returned  three  times: 
night  put  an  end  to  the  [uirsuit.  The  Americans 
returned  the  following  day  to  camp  without  in- 
terruption. Frequent  skirmishing  was  kept  up 
between  other  detachments  of  the  Americao 
army,  and  (he  enemy,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
F»u*t  Maiden.  The  time  of  attacking  Fort 
Maiden  was  determined  on  at  a  council  of  field 
officers,  and  preparations  made  for  advancing  to 
the  attack,  when,  by  an  unexpected  order,  the 
plan  of  attack  was  abandoned,  and  Canada  eva- 
cuated on  the  8th  August,  shamefully  leaving  to 
their  fate,  the  Canadians  who  had  joined  the 
American  standard. 

This  gave  time  to  the  enemy  to  be  reinforc- 
ed, and  it  soon  was  rumoured  in  the  American 
camp,  that  the  commanding  officer  intended  to 
surrender  his  army,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by 
the   enemy.      This    seemed   so    unaccountable^ 
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at  a  time  when  superiority  of  force  was  on  the 
American  side,  that  the  ^iScei's  had  resoi\cd,  in 
the  event  oy  the  rumour  being  we\l  founded,  to 
divest  the  general  of  his  command.  The  exe- 
cution of  this  plan  Avas  prevented  hy  the  ab- 
sence of  tv.o  (omnianding  officers  of  regiments, 
Avho  Mere  ordered  on  detachments.  The  Brit- 
ish being  reinforced  by  about  *^00  n»en,  and  the 
Indians  becoming  mure  decided,  General  Brock 
advanced,  and  took  a  position  opposite  to  Detroit, 
"where,  without  interruption,  he  established  a 
small  battery. 

On  the  15th  August,  the  town  of  Detroit  was 
summoned  to  surrender,  which  being  refused,  a 
firing  began  from  the  British  batteries,  which 
was  returned  by  the  Americans,  and  continued, 
Avilh  little  eflect,  until  night.  At  d.  y-light,  on 
the  16lh,  the  liring  i-e-commenced  on  both  sides, 
the  enemy  commenced  the  landing  of  tiooi)s  be- 
low Detroit,  which  being  soon  efTccted.  they 
marched  in  close  column  of  platoons,  twelve  in 
front,  toward  the  fort  of  Detroit. 

Against  this  body  of  troops  not  a  shot  was  fir- 
ed, although  it  advanced  in  a  situation  within 
the  range  of  the  Ameri-  an  cannon.  When  the 
British  reached  within  100  yards  of  the  Ameri- 
can line,  orders  were  given  by  Gen.  Hull  for  the 
troops  to  retreat  to  the  fort;  and  soon  after, the 
fort  was  surrendered,  and  the  American  army 
hecame  prisoners  of  w  ar. 

By  a  proclamation  immediately  issued  by  the 
British  comniander,  fGen.  Brock.)  it  appears 
that  (jeneral  llu  1  had  also  surrendered  the  ter- 
ritory of  INliehigan. 

This  was  a  severe  and  unexpected  blow  against 
the  Aiiioiicans.  It  gave  rise  to  a  court  martial 
on  (he  conduct  of  General  Hull,  which  will  be 
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noticed  in  Its  proper  place  ;  it,  in  a  great  degree, 
destrpyctl  the  co  rfidenee  the  Canadians  liad  in 
the  i^veriunent  and  arms  of  the  United  States  5 
it  deCerminpd  the  Indians  to  take  part  with  the 
enemy;  and  led  not  o:ih'  to  a  prolongation  of  the 
\var,  but  to  many,  or  perhaps  all  of  those  savage 
aets  of  murder,  in  vvhish  the  Indians  were  sub- 
sequently engaged,  against  the  eiiizens  of  tlio 
United  States. 

<,5eneral  Hull,  in  his  oflieial  ac  onnf,  states, 
that  at  tlic  time  the  enemy  advanced  against  De- 
troit, he  could  not  bring  into  the  fsehl  more  than 
600  men,  (hat  the  regular  force  of  the  enemy, 
then  advancing,  was  nuicli  more  than  that  num- 
ber, and  twice  that  number  of  Indians. 

An  offi.ial  letter  from  Colonel  Cass,  who  had 
a  command  under  General  Hull,  put  the  business 
in  quite  a  different  light,  concluding  with  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph. 

«  I  was  informed  by  Gen  Hull,  the  morning  aftev 
the  capitulation,  that  the  British  forces  consisted  of 
1800  regulars,  and  that  he  surrendered  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  human  blood. — That  he  magnified 
their  regular  force  nearly  five  fold,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Whether  the  philanthropic  reason  assigned 
by  him  is  a  sufficient  justification  for  surrendering  a 
fortified  town,  an  army,  and  a  tf^rritory.  is  for  the  go- 
vernment to  determine.  Confiilfnt  I  am.  that  had  the 
Courage  and  conduct  of  the  General  been  equal  to 
the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops,  the  event  would 
have  been  as  brilliant  and  successful,  as  it  now  is  dis- 
astrous and  dishonourable." 

The  British  offieial  account  is  positive  as  to 
the  inferiority  of  the  enemy's  force. 

The  following  extract  from  the  oflieial  report 
of  Sir  George  Provost,  will  show  how^  weak  the 
gairison  of  Anihcrstburg,   or  Maklen   was,  at 
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the  time  when  General  Hull  passed  into  Canada^ 
having  then  under  his  conm.aud  nearly  2500 
men. 

"  The  garrison  of  Amherstburg  consisted  (at  the 
time  when  General  Hull  passed  into  Canada,)  of  a 
subaltern's  detttchmcnt  of  the  royal  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Troughton  ;  of  a  detachment 
of  300  men,  of  the  4  1st  regiment,  under  the  com- 
ma'd  of  Captain  Muir  ;  and  of  about  asrnany  of  the 
militia  ;  the  whole  under  tlie  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel St  George,  inspecting  field  officer  of 
militia  in  the  district." 

A  few  (lays  before  the  surrender  of  Detroit* 
IMajoi'  Van  Horn,  of  Colonel  Findley's  regiinent 
of  Ohio  volunteers,  was  detached  with  about 
200  men,  <o  proceed  to  the  river  liaisin,  to  rein- 
force Captain  Brush,  wlio,  with  a  company  of 
Ohio  volunteers,  were  escorting  provisions  for 
the  army.  At  Brownstown,  a  lar^e  paJ'ty  of 
Indians  formed  an  ambuscade,  and  the  major's 
detachment  received  a  lieavy  fire  at  a  few  yards 
from  the  enemy.  The  whole  detachment  re- 
treated in  great  disorder,  and  could  not,  by 
any  exertion  of  jMajor  Van  Horn,  be  rallied. — ■ 
On  tills  occasion,  tlsere  were  7  officers  and  10 
privates  killed,  besides  a  considerable  number 
wounded. 

Before  the  return  of  Major  Van  Horn,  an- 
other detachment  consisting  of  600  men,  under 
the  comntand  of  Lieut.  Col.  Miller,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin,  to  open  the  com- 
munication to  the  river,  and  protect  the  provi- 
sions, which  were  under  the  escort  of  Captain 
Brush.  Lieut.  Col.  Miller  marched  from  De- 
troit on  the  8th  August  ;  and  on  the  9th,  about 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  van  guard,  ccm- 
Mianded  by  Capt.  Snelling,  of  the  4th  U.  S.  rcgi- 
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meat,  ^vas  fired  upon  by  an  extensive  line  of  In- 
dians and  British,  at  the  lowei*  part  of  jVIagnagOj 
about  14  miles  from  Detroit.  Capt.  Snelling 
maintained  bis  ground  in  a  most  gallant  man- 
ner, under  a  very  heavy  fire,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  main  body,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Miller,  when 
a  general  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy,  who 
was  compelled  to  retreat  befope  the  Americans. 
The  route  continued  until  fatigue,  and  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  rendered  it  necessary  to  desist 
from  further  pursuit. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  surrender  of  De- 
troit, a  provisional  agreement  was  entered  into 
by  General  Dearborn,  and  Colonel  Baynes,  the 
British  adjutant-general,  that  neither  party 
should  act  offensively  before  the  decision  of  the 
American  government  should  be  taken  on  (he 
subject.  This  suspension  of  hostilities,  was 
grounded  on  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prcvost, 
Governor  of  Lower  Canada,  to  General  Dear- 
born, suggesting  the  probability  of  a  general 
suspension  of  hostilities,  in  consequence  of  a  pro- 
posed suspension  or  repeal  of  the  British  orders 
in  council,  of  which  Mr.  P'oster,  late  minister 
to  the  United  States,  bad  received  advices  on  his 
arrival  at  Halitax.  Wbether  Governor  Prevost 
seriously  believed  all  which  be  represented,  or 
that  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  which  did  not 
include  the  operations  of  Detroit,  was  intended 
to  favour  tbe  Bi-itish  army  in  that  quarter,  can- 
not now  be  determined  ;  it,  however,  enabled 
tbe  British  to  reinforce  General  Brock,  and  pro- 
bably contributed  to  the  fall  of  Detroit.  The 
American  government,  viewing  the  British  pro- 
position as  coming  in  an  indirect  manner,  offer- 
ing no  satisfactory  security  for  its  observance.^ 
and  adhering  with  little  variation  to  their  for. 
1)3 


42  HISTORY   OF   THE    WAR. 

mer  pretences,  did  not  hesitate  to  disagree  i& 
the  p!  oposal.  The  armistice  terminated  on  the 
Sth  Septemher. 

The  disgraceful  surrender  of  Detroit  was,  in 
some  degree,  to  he  compensated  for,  hy  the 
bravery  of  American  seamen.  0:i  (he  19lh 
Aug.  1812,  the  American  frigate  Constilution, 
Caplain  Isaac  IIuH,  fell  in  with  his  Britannic 
majesty's  frigate  Guerriere,  Captain  J.  li.  Da- 
cres,  in  lat.  iO,  20,  N.  Ion.  55,  \V.  and  after  a 
severe  action  of  30  minutes,  during  which  the 
Americans  displayed  great  superiority  in  tactics 
and  courage,  the  British  ship  surrendered. 

The  Guerriere  suffered  so  much  in  her  rig- 
ging and  hull,  and  was  so  entirely  disabled,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  tow  her  into  port;  she 
■was  of  course  burnt,  by  order  of  Captain  HuU^ 
as  soon  as  the  prisoners  were  removed. 

I'he  Guerrieie  had  been  formerly  a  French 
44.  but  was  rated  only  at  S8  j  slie  carried  49 
guns. 

I'hc  following  official  account  of  her  capture 
from  the  French,  by  the  British  naval  captain^ 
Lavle.  places  this  poi;  t  in  an  indisputable  view, 
as  the  advocates  of  Britain,  sorely  hurt  by  this 
proof  of  the  supevioritv  of  American  naval  tac- 
tion, entle^voured  to  n  isrepresent  the  relative 
size  and  force  of  the  American  and  British  fri- 
gates. 

From  Capt.  Lavie  to  Lord  Keith. 

Blanche,  Yarmouth^  July  26,  1806. 
^'  Mt  T.ord — .1  bcivc  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  o£, 
any  return  to  Yd  mciuth  to  day,  having  in  company 
the  Guerriere  frigate,  commanded  hy  Monsitur  Hu- 
b- rt,  ot  the  Lfgion  of  Honour,  whom  I  captiiret,  on 
the  I9t!'  insi  in  long  62,  off  the  Faro  Islaadsj  after 
^  sharp  contcBi  of  45  miuutee*'* 
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"  Le  Guerriere  is  of  the  largest  class  of  frigates,, 
mounting  fifty  guns,  with  a  complement  of  3  17  men, 
but  they  were  very  soon  sadly  reduced  by  our  de- 
structive fire,  and  the  ship  has  also  suffered  very  se- 
verely, while  the  damages  of  the  Blanche  w<  re  con- 
fined to  the  topmasts,  rigging,  and  sails. 

"  THOMAS  LAVIE.'^ 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
Tvounded. 

On  board  the  Constitution,  one  lieutenant  of  ma- 
rines, and  six  seamen — Total  killed,  7.  Two  officers, 
four  seamen,  and  one  marine — 1  otal  wounded,  T. 
Total  killed  and  wounded,  14. 

On  board  the  Guerriere,  killed  15,  wounded  63, 
missing  27 — iotal,  105. 

The  most  enthusiastic  joy  was  manifested 
throughout  every  part  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  arrival  of  advices  of  this  engagement.  Cap- 
tain Hull  and  his  men  received,  wherever  (hey 
appeared,  the  most  unbounded  applauses.  Thanks 
were  voted  by  Congress,  and  by  several  public 
Wlies ;  and  Congress  appi  opriated  30,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  given  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Constitution,  as  an  indemniileation  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  tlie  destruction  of  the  Guerriere. 

Her  navy  was  the  chief  boast  of  England,  and 
on  it  was  her  chief  reliatice;  yet  she  was  des- 
tined to  meet  her  greatest  wounds  and  disasters 
on  the  watery  element. 

On  the  17th  July,  the  British  appeared  before 
Saeket's  Harbour,  with  the  Royal  GeoJ'ge,  of  2^ 
guns,  the  Prince  Regt-nt.  of  2^^.  Elmira,  of  20,^^ 
Seneca,  of  18,  and  another  armed  vessel,  A 
message  was  sent  ashore,  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  the  American  vessel  of  war,  the  One- 
hh>;  and  also  the  late  British  schooner^  Nelsoiv 
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seized  for  a  breach  ot  tlic  revenue  laws.  A 
compliance  with  this  demand  being  perempto- 
rily refused,  the  enemy  advanced  within  gun 
shot.  A  firing  began  from  a  32  pounder  ashore, 
and  was  returned  by  the  squadron,  which  stood 
off  and  on.  A  brisk  cannonading  was  continued 
for  more  than  two  hours,  when  a  shot  from  the 
32  pounder  having  raked  the  flag  ship  of  tlic 
enemy,  as  she  was  wearing  to  give  another 
broadside,  the  squadron  fired  a  few  guns,  and 
bore  away  for  Kingston,  the  citizens  greeting 
them  with  the  good  old  tune  of  *»  Yankee  Doo- 
dle," from  all  the  music  at  the  post.  The  Bri- 
tish shipping  appeared  to  be  much  injured.  Not 
a  man  lost  on  the  American  side. 

Tlie  steadiiiess  of  the  American  troops,  and 
the  alacrity  with  which  the  neighbouring  detaeli- 
ments  and  volunteers,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
300^0,  assembled  for  the  protection  of  this  im- 
portant post,  was,  at  this  early  stage  of  the  war^ 
a  pleasing  presage  of  what  might  be  hereafter 
expected,  when  men  would  become  more  inured 
to  danger.  Col.  Bellinger  commanded  the  A- 
merican  troops.  Capt.  Woolsey,  \>  ho  command- 
ed the  Oneida,  having  sailed  from  the  harbour, 
and  reeonnoitered  the  enemy,  returned  and 
moored  his  vessel,  with  a  spring  on  her  cable, 
near  the  battery;  and  giving  the  command  of 
her  to  his  lieutenant,  he  went  ashore  and  took 
command  of  the  32  pounder,  which,  under  his 
direction,  did  very  considerable  damage  to  the 
enemy. 

The  Frigate  Essex.  Captain  Porter,  sailed  on 
a  cruise,  from  New  York,  on  the  3d  July,  and 
arrived  in  the  Delaware,  the  7th  September. 
On  the  13th  August,  the  Essex  fell  in  with  (he 
Brilish  sloop  of  wac  Alert.     The  Alert  bors 
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tlown,  and  commenced  an  action,  which  lasted 
eight  jninutes  ;  she  was  much  cut  to  pieces,  had 
seven  feet  water  in  her  hold  when  she  struck, 
and  three  meu  wounded.  The  Essex  received 
no  injury 

Captain  Porter  having  thrown  the  guns  of  the 
Alert  overboard,  despatched  her  as  a  cartel  to 
St.  John's,  in  Newfouudiand.  with  about  500 
priso  lers  which  he  had  taken  in  the  Alert,  and 
i'loni  other  captured  vessels. 

Tiiis  measure  was  adopted  in  consequence  of  a 
writteii  agreement  between  Captain  Porter  of 
the  Essex,  and  Captain  Laugharne  of  the  Alert. 
It  was  calculated  to  convenience  both  parties, 
and  to  lessen  the  evils  of  warfare.  A  proposi- 
tion originating  in  the  humanity  of  the  American 
commander  ought  to  have  been  met  by  the  most 
prompt  and  faithful  acquiescence  by  the  prison- 
ers, and  the  Britisli  commanders.  Lieutenant 
P.  Milmer  was  sent  in  command  of  the  Alert, 
which  was  to  be  sailed  by  her  own  crew,  so  great 
was  the  confidence  placed  in  their  honour  ;  yet  it 
appears  that  the  crew  took  the  command  of  the 
vessel  from  Lieutenant  Wilmer,  and  went  on 
shore  without  submitting  in  any  manner  to  his 
controul.  Admiral  Sir  T.  Duckworth,  wha 
commanded  at  St.  John's,  countenanced  this  con- 
duct in  the  first  instance,  but  afterwards  submit- 
ted to  the  arrangement,  which,  he  nevertheless, 
contended,  was  '•  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
laws  of  war." 

Governor  Prevost,  of  I<ower  Canada,  issued 
a  proclamation  on  the  19th  September,  by  which 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  ordered  to 
quit  Canada  by  the  15th  of  Ootoher;  till  which 
time  they  may  depart  wirh  their  moveable  pro- 
perty,  by  permission  of  three  of  the   couneiJ. 
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After  that  time,  every  citizen  of  the  Unitetl 
States,  found  in  Canada,  will  be  treated  as  a  pri- 
soner of  war,  unless  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance. 

A  considerate  force  having  been  assembled  in 
the  neighbouriiood  of  Niagara  river,  under  the 
command  of  M  . j  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Re  sselaer, 
with  the  view,  as  was  generally  understood,  of 
effecting  a  descent  upon  the  Biiiish  province  of 
Upper  Canada;  a  stri»ng  and  impatient  desire 
■was  discovered  among  the  troops  to  try  their 
strength  against  tlie  enemy.  This  gradually  rose 
to  such  a  height,  tfiat  resistance  to  it  seemed 
scarcely,  if  at  all  possible;  patriotism  was  pass- 
ing the  limits  of  subordination.  *«  'I'his  (sajs 
llie  general  in  his  official  communication  to  Gen. 
Dearborn)  was  expressed  to  me  through  various 
channels,  in  the  sbipe  of  an  aUenialh'e ;  that 
they  must  have  orders  to  act;  or,  at  all  hazards, 
they  would  s;o  Jiome,'* 

Impelled  by  this  consideration,  the  general 
made  dispositions  for  the  intended  attack  on  the 
Bi'itish  post  at  the  heights  of  Qtieenstown.  Some 
information  gained  from  a  person  who  was  en- 
gaged to  pass  over  to  Canada,  and  who  returned 
safe,  seemed  to  warrant  an  attack,  which,  be- 
sides the  immediate  object  might  luave  a  con- 
trolling effect  upon  the  movements  at  Detroit, 
where  it  was  understood  the  British  Genera! 
Brock  had  gone,  with  all  the  forte  he  could  spare 
from  the  Niagara  frontier. 

An  intention  to  transport  troops  across  the 
river,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  October,  was 
frustrated  through  means  of  a  boatman,  selected 
for  his  skill  and  steadiness  ;  but  who,  going  a- 
head  in  the  extreme  darkness,  passed  the  intend- 
ed place  far  up  the  river,  and  there  fastened  his 
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hoal  to  (be  shore,  and  abandoned  the  detacliment. 
In  this  front  boat  nearly  ever^y  oar  belonging  to 
all  the  boats  ^vere  deposited.  The  expedition 
was  given  up,  and  the  detachment  retuined  to 
eauip. 

This  circumstance,  so  far  from  damping  the 
ardour  of  the  troops,  seemed  to  give  additional 
force  to  the  desire  of  encountering  the  enemy.— 
A  second  attempt  was  determined  on. 

A  detachment  from  the  13th  regiment  con- 
sisting of  about  300  men  under  tlie  command  of 
Col.  (jhrystie,  and  about  300  militia,  command- 
ed by  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  received  orders  from 
the  general  to  cross  the  Niagara  River  on  the 
morjiing  of  the  13lh  inst.  wliich  was  in  part  ef- 
f<?cted  before  day,  under  a  very  lie^ivy  and  de- 
structive fire  of  grape  and  musket  shot  from  the 
British. 

In  crossing  the  river,  three  boats  with  troops 
Gne  of  which  contained  Lieut.  Col  Chrystie, 
were  carried  by  the  rapid  current  of  the  river 
far  below  the  point  of  landing;  and  as  soon  as 
Col.  Chrystie's  boat  touched  the  shore  the  only 
guide  to  the  ground  'eft  the  colonel. 

In  consequence  of  this  disaster  not  more  than 
200  men,  at  first  effected  a  landing.  Those  few, 
however,  marched  on  undt-r  a  heavy  fire,  and 
formed  a  line  on  the  front  of  the  battery,  where 
they  were  sheltered  by  a  bank,  u|>on  the  summit 
Gf  which  there  was  a  battery,  which  had  proved 
very  destructive  to  officers  and  men.  From  the 
fire  of  this  battery,  and  that  of  a  house  on  their 
right  bank,  Col.  V^an  Rensselaer  was  woniuled, 
and  likewise  Capt.  Armstrong.  Capt.  Lawrence, 
Capt  Wool,  and  Ijeut.  I>ent ;  killed,  Lieut.  Val- 
leau  and  J'.nsig-.i  Morris,  all  of  the  13th. 

(Sol.  Van  liensselaer's  wounds  were  severe,  a 
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ball  passed  through  his  right  thigh,  entering  just 
below  the  hip  bone;  another  shot  passed  tin  ough 
the  same  thigh  a  litlh^  below  ;  a  third  tlwough 
the  calf  of  his  k'g,  and  a  fourth  eartoused  his 
heel.  Ijieut.  Col.  Christie  did  not  arrive  until 
some  time  after  this,  and  was  wounded  in  his 
hand,  in  passing  the  river.  Col.  Van  Kcnsselaer 
•was  still  able  to  stand;  and,  with  great  presence 
of  mind,  ordered  his  men  to  proceed  and  storm 
the  fort. 

Sixty  determined  men,  led  by  Capt.  Ogilvie, 
seconded  by  Capt.  Wool,  (though  wounded)  and 
Lieut.  Kearney,  Lieut.  Carr,  Lieut.  Hugginan, 
and  Lieut.  Sammons,  Ensign  Heeve,  of  the  13th, 
Lieut.  Randolpii,  and  Lieut.  Gansevoort,  circu- 
itously  mounted  the  heights,  gave  three  cheers, 
and  immediately  charged ;  and,  after  the  third 
charge,  gained  complete  possession,  which  they 
kept  about  ten  hours.  Among  those  sixty  were 
ten  of  the  militia.  During  the  time  they  had 
possession  of  the  heights,  they  received  some  re- 
inforcement. Lieut.  Col.  Chrystie  effected  his 
landing,  and  a  body  of  militia,  amounting,  in  the 
■whole,  to  about  500.  Cel.  Scott  superseded  Capt. 
Ogilvie  in  the  command  ;  soon  after  which  the 
British  received  a  reinforcement  from  Forts 
Geoi'ge  and  Chippawa,  amounting  to  about  1100, 
including  Lidians.  The  Indians  were  soon  re- 
pulsed and  driven  to  the  wood. 

Capt.  Ogilvie,  of  the  13th  regiment,  who  led 
the  detachmcJiCthat  succeeded  in  taking  the  re- 
doubt upon  the  heights.  Avas  much  exposed  while 
at  the  top  of  the  preeipic-e;  he  resolutely  continu- 
ed brandishing  his  sword  as  a  signal  to  his  men 
to  advance.  The  exertions  of  Capt.  Wool,  in 
urging  on  his  men.  after  he  was  wounded,  \vei*e 
spirited  and  conspicuous. 
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After  this,  both  parties  were  considerably  re- 
inforced, and  tlie  conflict  became  severe  and 
general ;  the  enemy  was  compeiied  to  reireat  at 
every  point  of  attack,  and  the  route  was  follow- 
ed up,  with  great  spirit  by  the  Americans. 

Reinforcements  continued  to  arrive  under  Capt; 
Gibson,  of  the  artillery.  Captains  iVlaikesney  and 
Lawrence,  of  the  infantry ;  and  Cohmels  Mead? 
Allen,  and  Sfranahan,  of  the  militia.  A  litsle 
before  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Gen.  Wads- 
worth,  Lieut.  Col.  Chrystie,  and  Maj.  Mullany* 
passed  over.  The  enemy,  at  this  moment,  re- 
licived  a  reinforcement  of  several  hundred  Indi- 
ans from  Chippawa,  and  commenced  a  furious  at- 

*  This  statement  is  given  from  the  best  account 
that  could  be  procured.  The  compiler  has  Col; 
Mullany's  authority  in  saying,  that  this  was  the  fifth 
time  he  passed  over  during  the  engagement.  From 
an  official  report  of  Col.  Mullany  to  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selear,  dated  5th  Jan.  1813,  (the  original  of  which 
is  in  the  office  of  the  War  Department,  but  which 
has  not  been  published)  the  following  extract  is 
given  ; 

"  I  cannot  in  justice  close  this  communication, 
without  expressing  my  astonishment  at  the  omission 
of  its  (Col.  Mullany's  detachment)  arduous,  its  des- 
perate duties  in  your  official  detail  of  that  day,  al- 
though indifferent  as  to  my&elf,  satisfied  I  will  yet 
have  justice  done,  when  the  scenes  of  that  enterprize 
are  better  known.  Many  of  my  officers  merited  a 
full  share  of  public  notice  ;  and,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  you,  Sir,  to  a  want  of  correct  information,  I 
ascribe  the  cause  of  complaint." 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  in  reply  to  Col.  MuUanyj 
dated  Albany,  Jan.  23,  1813,  acknowledges  and  re- 
grets the  omission  in  his  official  detail,  in  which  the 
services  of  the  Col.  and  his  coimnand  were  omitted^ 
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tack,  but  were  promptly  met.  and  routed  by  the 
rifle  and  bayonet.     Yictory  seemed  complete. 

The  General  observing  a  hesitation  in  tlie  em- 
barkation ot'lroops.  lie  pussed  over  toaccellerate 
their  movemenis.  Could  the  details  of  this  day 
be  here  closed,  all  would  be  honour,  all  would 
be  olory  to  the  American  character.  But  it  must 
be  recorded  :  alas  !  it  cannot  be  concealed,  that 
110  persuasion  of  the  general,  or  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Bloom.  Avho.  altbougb  wounded,  rode  through  the 
camp,  nor  of  judge  Peck,  who  also  exerted  him- 
self on  this  occasion,  could  influence  the  remain- 
ing troops  to  pass  into  the  boats.  A  large  rein- 
forcement from  Fort  George,  soon  afterwards 
vas  seen  coming  up  the  river:  this  reinforce- 
ment obliqued  to  the  right  from  tlie  road,  and 
formed  a  junction  with  the  Indians  in  the  rear 
©f  the  lieights. 

TJie  superiority  in  numbers  of  the  British  and 
their  Indian  allies  induced  the  American  officers 
to  hold  a  consultation,  at  vhich  they  were  dis- 
posed to  dispute  the  ground  they  lield  :  but  a 
note  w  as  received  from  (icn.  ^  an  Rensselaer,  in- 
forming them  he  could  aftbrd  them  no  assistance, 
and  that  he  would  cover  their  retreat  at  the  bat- 
tery at  Fort  Grey,  and  furnish  boats  to  re-cross 
the  river:  and  finding  by  Col.  Sfranahan  that 
the  militia  would  no  longer  act.  a  retreat  was  re- 
solved upon.  They  retreated  in  good  order,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man,  to  the  margin  of  the  river 
but,  to  their  extreme  mortification,  not  a  boat 
was  their  to  receive  them,  nor  did  any  arrive. 
After  remaining  in  this  extremely  painful  situa- 
tion about  a  quarter  of  an  liour.  this  little  band 
surrendered  to  about  five  times  their  number. 

Previous  to  this,  however,  a  column  of  Brilisli 
regulars  advanced,-  commanded  by  Gen.  Brock, 
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Tlie  British  General's  horse  was  killed  hy  a  pri- 
vate of  the  name  of  Wilkiow,  wlio  was  enlisted 
in  Orange  eoiuity  ;  shortly  after  whi -h  thf  gen- 
eral hiiiiself  fell,  Avilliin  pistol  shot  of  the  Ame- 
rican troops. 

The  enemy  consisted  of  a  part  of  the  49th  re- 
giment, who  with  Gen.  Rrock,  had  signalized 
themselves  ia  Egypt,  and  from  their  valour  were 
called  the  inviociblcs.  Before  this  they  had  ne- 
ver been  known  to  give  an  inch  of  ground,  and 
acknowledged,  after  the  surrender,  they  had  ne- 
ver fougiit  with  such  brave  men.  They  treated 
tlieir  prisonci's  with  tenderness  and  respect,  and 
allowed  them  as  niaeh  merit  as  brave  men  could 
desire.  The  number  of  American  troops  killed 
amounted  to  not  more  than  60,  and  about  100 
were  wounded.  The  number  of  prisoners,  inclu- 
ding the  v/ounded,  amounted  to  about  700. 

But  the  victorious  enemy,  though  generous 
and  tender  to  those  who,  by  the  fortune  of  war^ 
had  fallen  into  their  power,  imposed  no  restraint 
upon  their  Indian  allies  from  stripping  and  scalp- 
ing the  dving  and  the  slain  that  remained  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  Capt,  Ogilvie  himself  saw 
the  lifeless  body  of  Ensign  Morris  stripped  even 
of  its  shirt,  and  the  skull  of  one  who  had  been 
wounded,  was  =een  cloven  by  a  tomahawk. 

The  general,  ia  his  official  despatches,  bears 
evidence  to  the  bravery  ami  good  conduct  of  all 
engaged  :  noticing,  in  particular.  Gen.  AVada- 
worlli ;  C'o'is.  Tan  Rensselaer  and  Scott:  Lieut. 
Cols.  Chrystie.  Fenwick,  Bloom,  AUeu,  Stran- 
ahan,  and  Mead  :  ^lajors  Spencer,  Moseley,  and 
Lush  ;  Captain  Gibson,  Lieut.  Smith,  aad  En- 
sign Grosveaer, 

Major  General  Yan  Rensselaer  resigned  the 
command  of  the  army,  on  the  Niagara  frontierj 
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to  Brigadier  General  Smyth,  on  the  lith  Ofe- 
tober. 

On  the  10th  November,  General  Smytli  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  from  his  camp  near  Bid- 
i'aloe.  As  this  document  became  the  subject  of 
mnch  comment,  it  is  given  here  in  full.  It  was 
in  the  following  words  : 

TO    THE    MEN    OF    NEW-YOIIK. 

For  many  years  you  have  seen  your  country  op» 
pressed  with  numerous  wrongs.  Your  government, 
although  above  all  others,  devoted  to  peace,  have 
been  forced  to  draw  the  sword,  and  rely  for  redress 
of  injuries  on  the  valour  of  the  American  people. 

That  valour  has  been  conspicuous.  But  the  na- 
tion hiis  been  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  some 
of  those  who  directed  it.  One  army  has  been  dis- 
gracefully surrendered  and  lost.  Another  has  been 
sacrificed  by  a  precipitate  attempt  to  pass  it  over  at 
the  strongest  point  of  the  enemy's  lines,  with  moss 
incompetent  means.  The  cause  of  these  miscar- 
riages is  apparent.  The  commanders  were  popular 
men,  "  destitute  alike  of  theory  and  experience"  ia 
the  art  of  war. 

In  a  few  days,  the  troops  under  my  command,  will 
plant  the  American  standard  in  Canada.  They  are 
men  accustomed  to  obedience,  silence,  and  steadi- 
ness.    They  will  conquer,  or  they  will  die. 

Will  you  stand  with  your  arms  folded,  and  look 
©n  this  interesting  struggle  ?  are  you  not  related 
to  the  men  who  fought  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga  ? 
Has  the  race  degenerated  I  Or  have  you,  under  the 
baneful  influence  of  contending  factions,  forgot  your 
country?  Must  I  turn  from  you,  and  ask  men  of 
the  six  nations  to  support  the  government  of  the 
United  States  ?  Shall  I  imitate  the  officers  of  the 
British  king,  and  suffer  our  ungathered  laurels  to 
be  tarnished  by  ruthless  deeds  i  Shame,  where  is 
thy  blush  ?  No.  Where  I  command,  the  vanquish- 
ed and  the  peaceful  man,  the  child,  the  maid,  and 
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the  matron,  shall  be  secure  from  wrong.     If  we  con- 
quer, we  will    "  conquer  but  to  save." 
Men  of  Xew-  York  ! 

The  present  is  the  hour  of  renown.  Have  you  not 
a  wish  for  fame  ?  Would  you  not  choose  in  future 
times  to  be  named  as  one  of  those.)  who,  imitating  the 
heroes  whom  Montgomery  led,  have,  in  spite  of  the 
seasons,  visited  the  tomb  of  the  chief,  and  conquered, 
the  country  where  he  lies  ?  Yes.  You  desire  your 
share  of  fame.  Then  seize  the  present  moment.  If 
you  do  not,  you  will  regret  it;  and  say,  "the  valiant 
have  bled  in  vain  ;  the  friends  of  my  country  fell— 
and  I  was  not  there." 

Advance  then  to  our  aid.  I  will  wait  for  you  a 
few  days.  I  cannot  give  you  the  duy  of  my  de- 
parture. But  come  on.  Come  in  companies,  half 
companies,  pairs,  or  singly.  I  will  organize  you  for 
a  short  tour.  Ride  to  this  plsce.  if  the  distance  is 
far,  and  send  back  your  horses.  But  remem'er,  that 
every  man  who  accompanies  us,  places  himself  un- 
der my  command,  and  shall  submit  to  the  salutary 
restraints  of  discipline. 

ALEX.  SMYTH, 
Brig.  General. 

Camp,  near  Btiffaloe,  JVov.  10,  1812. 

This  proclamation  had  the  effect  of  bringing 
to  the  frontier  a  very  eonsiderable  number  of 
vohmteers,  men  who  lived  the  hardy  life  of  farm- 
ers, were  accustomed  lo  the  woods,  knew  well  the 
use  of  the  rifle,  and  jfeared  Indians  as  little  as  they 
did  Englishmen. 

.  On  the  17th  November,  G«n.  Smyth  issued  a 
public  address  to  his  soldiers,  preparatory  to  an 
immediatelj  intended  entrance  into  the  enemy's 
territory.  The  sentiments  contained  in  this  ad- 
dress are  noble,  humane,  and  soldierly.  From 
such  a  general  and  such  an  army,  the  public  eXf 
petted  a  very  successful  campaign. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  21st  November,  1S12,  a 
heavy  cannonade  was  opened  upon  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Niagara,  from  ail  the  batteries  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  George,  consisting  of  five 
detached  batteries,  two  mounting  24  pounders, 
one  mounting  a  9,  and  two  mortar  batteries,  llie 
firing  continued  thirteen  hours;  some  buihlings 
Tvere  set  on  fire  by  <he  hot  shot  from  the  enemy, 
but  extinguished  without  doing  material  injury. 

The  garrison  at  Niagara,  in  return,  opened  a 
tremendous  and  well  directed  fire  with  hot  shot. 
The  town  of  Newark  was  several  times  in  flames, 
as  also  the  centre  building  in  Fort  George.  Capt. 
M'Keon  commanded  a  12  pounder  in  the  S.  E. 
biot'k-house,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  u- 
sual  gallantry  and  skill.  Capt.  Jacks,  of  the  7th 
regiment  militia-artillery,  commanded  a  6  pound- 
er on  the  N.  block-house,  and  together  with  a 
part  of  his  own  company,  though  placed  in  a  sit- 
uation most  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
maintained  their  position  like  veterans.  Lieut. 
jRcPs  of  the  artillery,  had  command  of  an  18 
pounder  on  the  S.  E.  battery;  until  10  o'clock, 
when  he  received  a  wound,  which  compelled  him 
to  resign  the  command  to  Capt.  Leonaid,  of  the 
artillery.  Lieut. Wendell,  of  the  3d  artillery,  com- 
manded an  18  and  a  4  pounder  on  the  W.  battery. 
Dr.rinoper,  of  the  militia,commanded  a  6  pound- 
er on  the  mess-house  ;  Lieuts.  Ganesvoort  and 
Harris  had  the  command  of  the  salt-battery  at 
"Voungstown,  mounting  one  1 8  and  a  4  pcunder. 
These  several  posts  were  maintained  with  reso- 
lution, judgment,  and  great  effect.  Lieut.  Col. 
Gray  commanded  the  artillery,  and  gave  the 
anost  satisfactory  proof  of  his  zeal  and  science. 
Major  A  mislead  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  was 
Tnijefatigubic  in  extending  his  exertioas  to  all 
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parts  of  the  garrison.  Lieut.  Col.  George  ]Me» 
Feely  coiumauded  the  fort.  The  x\mcrican  loss 
consisted  of  4  killed,  and  7  wounded. 

The  hopes  which  General  Smyth  had  raised  by 
his  proclamation  were  not  to  be  realized.  Twice 
the  troops  embarked,  and  as  often  disembarked. 
Public  opinion,  hitherto  on  the  side  of  General 
Smyth,  now  began  to  veer.  His  courage  as  well 
as  his  patriotism  was  questioned ;  censure  was 
followed  by  insult  and  menace.  The  project  of 
invasion  was  finally  abandoned.  The  volunteers 
were  dismissed,  and  the  army  ordered  into  win- 
ter quarters.  Thus  ended  the  operations,  for 
this  season,  of  the  army  of  the  centre. 

Gen.  Smyth  justified  himself  on  the  grounds 
that  he  had  directions  not  to  pass  over  with  less 
than  3000  men ;  that  he  could  not  prevail  on 
more  than  1500  men  to  embftrk ;  and  that  an  at- 
tack on  the  enemj' under  such  circumstances,  was 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  council  of  his  officers. 
*'  My  orders  (says  the  general,  in  reply  to  a 
committee  from  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  west- 
ern counties  of  New- York)  were  to  pass  into  Ca- 
nada with  3000  men  at  once.  On  the  first  day 
of  embarkation  not  more  than  1400  men  were- 
embarked,  of  whom  iOO,  that  is,  half  of  the  re- 
gular infantry,  were  exhausted  with  fatigue  and 
Want  of  rest.  On  the  second  embarkation,  only 
1500  men  were  embarked,  and  these  were  to  have 
put  off  immediately,  and  to  have  descended  the 
river  to  a  point  where  reinforcements  were  not 
to  be  expected.  On  both  days,  many  of  the  re- 
gular troops  were  men  in  bad  health  who  eould 
net  have  stood  one  day's  march  ;  who,  although 
they  were  on  the  sick  report,  were  turned  out  by 
their  ardent  officers." 

This  reply  was  dated  3d  December.    On  the 
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8th  of  the  same  month,  General  Peter  B.  Portrv 
gave  notice  in  the  Bufluloe  Gazette,  tliat  he  woulil 
soon  publish  a  "  true  account  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  transactions  of  those  days."  In  this 
notice  General  Porter  ascribes  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  io  tbe  cowarcilce  of  General  Smyth. 

General  Smyth  must  renrain  convicted,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  of  falsehood  and  cowardice,  if 
he  continued  passive  under  such  eliarges.  Mo- 
dern chivaliy  pointed  out  the  course  which  must 
be  pursued.  General  Smyth  sent  a  challenge  to 
General  Porter,  whi;  h  the  latter  accepted. 

TLe  parties  passed  over  to  Grand  Island,  on 
the  13th  December ;  a  shot  was  exchanged,  in  an 
intrepid  manner,  but  without  effect,  when,  on  the 
suggestion  of  General  Smyth's  second,  a  mutual 
explanation  and  reconciliation  took  place;  and 
the  parties  separated. 

General  Poi-ter,  on  the  following  day,  deliver- 
ed the  promised  statement  of  transactions  to  the 
editor  of  the  Buffaloe  Gazette,  in  which  paper 
it  accordingly  appeared. 

The  statement  is  plain  and  satisfactory;  and 
divested  of  that  asperity,  >\hieh  was  probably  in- 
tended to  accompany  it. 

In  this  statement,  it  is  represented,  that,  on 
the  27th  November,  there  were  collected  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Niagara,  4500  effective  men ; 
that  the  vessels  collected  for  the  purpose,  were 
sufficient  for  the  transportation  of  3550  men ; 
that  the  number  of  men  actually  enibarked  were 
estimated  to  consist  of  between  2000  and  2600; 
that  about  ^^000  more  men  were  paraded  on 
shore,  seemingly  ready  to  cross ;  that  several 
boats  of  suffi  ient  capacity  to  carry  about  1000 
men  were  still  lying  u  occupied  ;  and  that  ths 
enemy,  estimated  at  about  500  men,  were  drawn 
up  ia  a  line;  at  about  half  a  mile  fiem  the  vlferj* 
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As  a  proof  of  what  could  be  effected,  had  the. 
men  been  permitted  to  pass  over,  General  Por- 
ter states  the  bravery  and  success  with  which 
a  detachment  which  crossed  over  by  direction 
of  General  Smyth,  accomplished  its  mission; 
having  completely  routed  the  enemy,  spiked  his 
cannon,  and  taken  several  prisoners.  "  Out  of 
12  naval  officers,  \vho  embarked  in  this  enter- 
prize,  nine  of  them,  (says  General  Porter.)  with 
more  than  half  their  men,  were  killed  of 
wounded." 

General  Smyth,  in  a  letter  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  dated  23th  January,  1813, 
refutes  the  statement  of  General  Porter. 

"  I  affirm,  (says  General  Smyth,)  that  on  the  27th 
jS'ovember,  there  were  collected  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Black  Rock,  not  more  than  3500  elective 
men,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of 
every  corps  under  my  command;  not  more  than 
1500  of  those  were  liable  to  be  ordered  to  cross  the 
Niagara,  according  to  opinions  generally  received. 
On  the  21st,  there  were  1050  good  troops  embarked, 
and  also  as  many  irregular  volunteers  as  occupied 
five  boats,  estimated  at  150.  On  the  morning  of  the 
1st  December,  the  number  of  men  armed  with  mus- 
kets, who  were  at  the  navy-yard,  embarked  or  not 
embarked,  did  not  exceed  2000  men." 

In  this  refutation,  Genera!  Smyth  insinuates 
that  General  Porter,  acting  as  contractor  to  the 
army,  was  not  prepared  to  supply  the  necessary 
rations,  having  on  the  30th  November  only  35 
barrels  of  flour  on  hand,  «  not  two  pounds  of 
flour  to  each  man." — «<  The  hostilit'  of  General 
Porter  to  myself,  (says  General  Smyth,)  grew 
©ut  of  the  contract. 

While  the  expeditions  thus  progressed  from 
iil-desi^n,  to  its  unavoidable  consequence,  un* 
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SHceessful  termination,  tlie  minor  expeditions  did 
honour  to  the  ofReers  who  commanded,  and  the 
few  men  who  were  engaged  in  thcn^..  Among 
these  the  following  must  not  be  omitted. 

The  Brigs  Adams  and  Caledonia,  which  were 
surrendered  to  the  enemy  hy  General  Mull,  at 
Detroit,  having  arrived  and  anchored  under  the 
British  Fort  Erie,  on  the  8th  (October,  1812, 
Captain  Elliot,  of  the  navy,  who  had  arrived  at 
Black  Rock  the  same  day,  with  a  body  of  sailors 
from  New-York,  determined  on  an  attempt  to 
regain  them.  Having  made  the  necessary  dis- 
positions, he  advanced  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  October,  having  under  his  com- 
mand, 100  men  in  two  boats,  including  30  volun- 
teers from  the  army,  w  ith  Captain  Townson,  and 
Lieutenant  Roache,  of  the  artillery  j  at  3  o'clock 
he  was  along  side  the  vessels ;  in  ten  mi- 
nutes they  were  under  way,  and  the  prison- 
ers secuied.  An  unfavourable  wind  obliged  them 
to  run  down  the  river,  by  the  forts,  under  a 
heavy  lire  of  round,  grape,  and  cannister  shot, 
from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  and 
Hying  artillery ;  and  he  was  compelled  to  anchor 
about  40  yards  from  one  of  their  batteries:  the 
Caledonia  being  got  into  a  safe  position,  a  fire 
was  returned  from  the  guns  of  the  Adams,  as 
long  as  ammunition  lasted.  It  being  found  im- 
possible longer  to  withstand  the  lire  of  the  ene- 
my, whieh  would  prol)abIy  sink  the  vessel  in  a 
short  time,  he  was  compelled  to  cut  the  cable, 
and  drift  down  the  river,  out  of  reach  of  tlie  bat- 
teries, but  remained  still  exposed  to  the  flying 
artillery ;  having  thus  dropped  astern  for  about 
10  minutes,  and  being  deserted  by  the  pilot,  he 
"was  brought  up  on  the  shore  of  Squaw  Island. 
From  this  place  he  sent  the  prisoners  on  shora 
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with  much  tliffieiiltyj  and,  having  himself  pass- 
ed from  the  hrig  to  the  shore,  he  soon  discovered 
that  about  forty  soldiers  had  crossed  in  a  boat, 
from  the  Biitish  side,  and  boarded  the  brig;  but 
they  were  soon  compcHed  to  abandon  her,  with 
the  loss  of  nearly  all  their  men.  During  tlie 
whole  of  the  morning,  both  sides  of  the  river 
kept  up  alternately  a  continual  fire  on  the  brig, 
and  so  much  injured  her,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  have  floated  her — she  was  of  course  destroy- 
ed. 

A  pat  role  was  stationed  on  the  shore,  to  co- 
operate in  case  of  emergency  ;  it  was  command- 
ed b^  Lieut.  Col.  Scott,  of  the  artillery,  having 
under  him  Major  Mullaiiy.  of  the  infantry,  as  a 
volunteer,  Major  Cuyh>r,  Aid  to  General  Hall, 
and  J.  Bankhead,  Brigade  Major  to  General 
Smyth's  brigade.  As  Majors  Mullany  and  Cny- 
ler  were  riding  close  together,  the  former  re- 
ceived an  order  from  Col.  Scott  to  proceed  to 
the  navy-yard,  to  direct  two  boats  to  be  manned, 
and  sent  to  the  assistanceof  the  captured  vessels; 
he  had  l)ut  just  sprang  ahead,  in  execufion  of  this 
order,  when  a  round  shot  from  the  enemy,  which 
passed  througli  the  fore-sail  of  the  Adams, 
struck,  and  instantly  killed  Major  Cuyler,  and 
thus  deprived  the  service  of  a  brave  and  useful 
officer. 

Major  Young,  of  the  Troy  Mi'itia,  command- 
ant of  a  det;;chmfnt  stationed  at  French  Mills, 
on  the  St.  Regis  river,  having  received  informa- 
tion that  a  party  of  the  eneu'y  had  arrived  at 
the  village  of  St.  Regis,  and  that  more  were 
shortly  expected,  formed  a  resolution  to  take 
them  out  before  they  were  reinforced.  For  this 
purpose  lie  marched  a  detacliment  at  11  o'clock, 
on  the  night  of  the  31st  October,  crossed  the 
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river,  at  Gray's  Mills,  about  3,  and  at  5  in  the 
morning  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village, 
unexpected  by  the  enemy.  Here  the  major  made 
such  a  judicious  disposition  of  his  men  that  the 
enemy  were  entirely  surrounded,  and  after  a  few 
discharges,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners, 
with  the  loss  of  5  killed.  The  result  of  this  af- 
fair was,  the  capture  of  40  prisoners,  with  their 
arms,  equipments,  ^c.  one  stand  of  colours,  and 
two  batteaux,  without  a  man  of  our  party  being 
liurt.  They  got  safe  bai-k  to  camp  at  11  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  prisoners  were  sent  off  lo 
Plattsburgh.  Major  Young  has  had  the  honour 
of  taking  the  first  standard  from  the  enemy  in 
the  present  war. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy,  during  these 
times,  were  not  to  them  equally  honourable  or 
important. 

The  village  of  Ogdensburg,  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, was  bombarded  on  the  2d  Oct.  1812,  for 
3  hours,  from  Prescott,  opposite;  between  20  and 
30  twelve  and  nine  pound  shot  were  picked  up  in 
the  gardens  and  streets,  but  no  damage  was  done. 
The  firing  was  brought  on  by  the  attempt  of  a 
party  of  Americans  to  take  some  Canadian  boats, 
but  they  did  not  succeed.  The  garrison  at  Og- 
densburg consists  of  .'iOO  men,  under  General 
Brown,  from  Jefferson  county. 

The  Sunday  following,  the  British  prepared 
40  boats,  with  from  10  to  16  armed  men  in  each, 
and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  with  which  they  ad- 
vanced to  storm  the  town.  When  arrived  with- 
in a  short  distance,  our  troops  opened  a  warm 
fire  upon  them,  and  the  contest  continued  about 
two  hours,  when  the  British,  having  two  of  their 
boats  so  knocked  to  pieces,  as  to  oblige  them  to 
be  abandoned,  and  one  taken,  on  board  of  which 
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were  6  men,  fled  precipitately  to  Prescott.  No 
damage  was  sustained  on  our  side. 

From  the  judicious  arrangements  made  by 
Col.  Benedict^  Capt.  Forsyth,  Capt^  Gritfin,  Ma- 
jor Dimock,  Adjt.  Hotchkiss,  Capt.  Hubbard, 
Capt.  Benedict,  Capt.  M'Nit,  and  others  of  the 
troops  under  their  command,  as  directed  by 
Gen.  Brown,  had  the  enerny  attempted  a  landing 
an  immense  slaughter  must  liave  ensued.  No 
person  could  have  been  more  attentive  tha  i  Gen. 
Brown,  through  the  whole  action.  Praise  is  al- 
so due  to  his  Held,  staff,  and  eouimissioned  of- 
ficers. 

By  this  action  the  British  are  taught,  that 
iOO  Yankees  will  not  decline  a  combat,  when  at- 
tacked by  1(100  of  their  troops.  Cols.  Leth- 
bridge  and  Breckenridge,  led  the  British  in  per- 
son. 

On  the  3d  October,  the  British  brig  Royal 
George,  went  into  the  Genessee  river,  and  cut 
out  the  schooner  Lady  Murray,  and  a  revenue 
cutter.  There  was  no  force  then  there  that 
could  resist  the  enemy. 

The  national  pride  had  been  already  highly 
gratified  by  success  on  the  ocean ;  the  publio 
eye  was  anxiously  direefed  to  that  element,  in 
expectation  of  further  glory.  The  public  hope 
was  not  to  be  disappointed. 

At  day  light  on  the  ISth  Oct.  1812.  about  the 
lat.  of  37  deg.  north,  and  Ion.  65  deg.  west.  Cap- 
tain Jacob  Jones,  commanding  the  Uniled 
States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  of  IS  guns,  got 
sight  of  a  British  convoy  of  six  large  armed 
merchant  ships,  under  protection  of  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Frolic  commanded  by  Cai)t.  Whin- 
yates.  A  signal  was  made  by  the  Frolic  for 
the  fleet  to  disperse.    At  30  minutes  past  eleven 

F 


62  HISTORY   OF   THE   WAB. 

A.  M.  an  engagement  commenced  between  the 
two  sloops,  at  a  short  dislanee,  and  continued 
until  the  vessels  were  so  close,  that  the  ramnrers 
of  the  Wasp  were,  while  loading  the  last  broad- 
side, shoved  against  the  side  of  the  enemy.  I'he 
Frolic  was  boarded  on  her  forecastle,  and  im- 
mediately surrendered.  The  manner  in  which 
this  engagement  was  maintained,  was  highly 
honourable  to  the  Americans.  The  Frolic 
mounted  22  guns ;  sixteen  of  them  32  pound 
carronades,  and  four  12  pounders  on  the  main 
deck,  and  two  12  pounders,  carronades,  on  the 
top- gallant  forecastle,  making  her  superior  in 
force  to  tlse  Wasp,  by  four  12  pounders.  On 
board  the  Wasp,  there  were  five  killed,  and  five 
"woimded.  The  exact  loss  of  the  enemy  could 
not  be  ascertained,  as  nsany  of  the  dead  lav  buri- 
ed under  the  masts  and  spars  that  had  fallen  up- 
on the  deck,  which  two  hours  exertion  had  not 
suflicienlly  ren.oved.  Lieut.  Biddle,  who  had 
charge  of  the  P'lolic,  states,  from  what  he  saw, 
and  by  information  from  the  officers,  the  number 
of  killed  must  have  been  thirty  j  that  of  the 
wounded,  about  forty  or  fifty. 

The  Wasp  suffered  so  much  in  this  action, 
that  both  masts  fell  on  the  deck  a  few  minutes 
after  sejiarating  from  the  Frolic;  every  brace, 
and  most  of  the  rigging,  had  been  shot  away 
duiirg  the  action. 

In  this  state,  she  nearly  remained,  when,  in 
two  hours  after  the  action,  the  British  ship 
Poietiers,  of  7*  guas,  hove  in  sight ;  and,  soon 
after  took  possession  of  the  two  sloops,  and  or- 
dered them  for  Bermuda. 

The  captain  of  the  Frolic,  in  his  official  let- 
ter to  Admiral  Warren,  states  that  every  ofliccr 
was  wounded,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  men 
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either  killed  or  Avounded. ;  there  not  being  twenty 
persons  remaining  unhurt. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  of  New- York,  will  show  the  high  light 
in  which  (hey  held  Capt.  Jones  and  his  crew. 

"  Resolved,  That  an  elegant  svvord  be  presented  to 
Captain  Jones,  late  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of 
War  Wasp,  and  also  the  freedom  of  this  city,  as  a 
testimony  of  the  high  opinion  tins  CorporutioQ  en- 
tertain of  his  gallant  conduct,  in  capturing  the  Brit- 
ish sloop  of  war  Frolic  ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Common  Council  be  presented  to  his  brave  officers 
and  crew." 

The  United  States'  frigate  United  States, 
Captain  Stephen  Deeatur,  being  on  a  cruise,  fell 
in,  Oil  the  25th  October,  181f2,  with  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  frigate  Macedonian,  Captain  J. 
S.  Carden,  in  lat.  29,  N.  Ion.  39,  30,  W.  and,  after 
an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  (17  miuates  of 
which  was  in  elos;e  action.)  the  British  frigate 
was  captured.  The  Macedonian  was  of  ihe 
largest  class  of  British  frigates,  two  years  old, 
but  four  months  out  of  dock,  and  mounting  49 
guns,  (the  odd  one  shifting.)  This  engagement 
gave  another  indisputable  proof  of  the  superi- 
ority of  American  discipline  and  gunnery. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  was  as  follows  : 

On  board  the  United  States,  2  seamen,  2  raa- 
l-iues,  1  boy — Total  killed,  5. 

Wounded,  1  lieutenant,  1  carpenter,  4  seameu^ 
1  marine — Total  wounded,  7 ;  of  whom,  Lieut. 
Funk,  and  John  Archibald,  died  of  their  wounds. 

On  boai'd  the  Macedonian,  there  were  36  kil- 
led, and  68  wounded  ;  o6  of  whom  severely. 

By  the  muster  roll  of  the  Macedonian,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  were   seven  impressed  Ame- 
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rieans  on  board,  during  the  action,  two  ofvhom 
"Were  killed. 

i  he  Lnited  States  and  Macedonian  arrived 
ofTMontaug  Foini,  on  (he  4ih  December;  but 
Mere  prevented  from  reaching  Kevv-York  before 
the  first  daj  of  the  new  jear,  1813. 

On  the  arrival  of  Captain  Hull  at  New-York, 
Le  was  presented  by  (he  corporation  of  the  city, 
"with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  in  a  gold  box.  As 
soon  as  Captain  Hull  entered  the  council  cham- 
ber, conducted  by  aldermen  Fish  and  IVlesiep, 
and  General  Morton,  he  was  addressed  by  his 
honour  De  Witt  Clinton,  mayor  of  the  ci(y,  ia 
an  appropriate  speech.  Captain  Hull,  with  all 
that  modesty  so  frequently  allied  to  virtuous 
bravery,  nmde  a  shor(,  but  very  becoming  reply. 
TI)e  Captain  then  took  the  freeman's  oath,  and 
retired,  amidst  an  iu.meuse  crowd,  who  filled  the 
air  with  rei(erated  huzzas.  On  the  following 
day.  a  splendid  naval  dinner  was  given  by  the 
corporation  to  Captain  Hull,  Com.  Decatur, 
and  ("aptain  Jones,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  en(ertaintd  of  the  nerits  of  these  gentle- 
men. Nothing  was  omitted  to  render  this  din- 
ner truly  descriptive  of  the  occasion,  and  the 
feelings  of  (lie  cidzens. 

On  the  9th  of  January  another  dinner  was  giv- 
en b,v  the  corporation,  to  the  crew  of  the  United 
S(ates.  The  seamen  and  marines,  having  form- 
ed in  procession,  proceeded  from  the  place  of 
landing  to  the  City  Hotel,  amidst  (he  plaudits  of 
thousands  of  citizens.  On  (he  arrival  of  the 
sailors,  and  (hey  l>eing  sea(«d,  they  were  address- 
ed by  Mr.  Tanderbilt,  witl  hi>  usual  energy  and 
perspicuity.  The  boatswain  made  a  short  reply, 
expressive  of  (he  gratitude  of  his  shipmates,  and 
their  wish  for  a  further  opportunity  to  prove  their 
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ifcvofeclness  <o  their  country.  At  6  o'clock,  the 
procession  was  re-formed,  when  they  proceeded 
to  the  Theatre,  at  the  express  wish  and  invita- 
tion of  the  manaj^ers,  who  reserved  the  pit  ex- 
clusively for  their  acconiniodation.  The  harmo- 
ny of  the  day  »as  not  interrupted  hy  a  single 
irre,«;u!aiity. 

The  enemy  had  some  consolation,  (if  consola- 
tion it  can  be  called,)  by  the  capture,  in  Novem- 
ber, of  the  United  States'  brig  of  war  Vixen,  of 
li  guns,  by  bis  majesty's  frigate  Southampton, 
of  32  guns. 

Both  vessels  were  wrecked  shortly  afterwards^ 
on  the  desert  Island  of  Conception  ;  at  which 
time  most  of  the  crew  of  the  Soudiampton,  throw- 
ing off  the  controul  of  their  officers,  refused  to 
do  duty. 

On  this  occasion,  the  intrepid  exertions  of  our 
tars,  aided  by  their  officers,  were  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  saving  the  moveable  property  on  board 
the  frigate.  So  sensible  was  Sir  James  Yeo  of 
the  generous  conduct  of  the  American  sailors, 
that  he  drew  them  up  on  tlie  island,  and  publicly 
thanked  them  in  the  warmest  terms. 

Although  a  patriotic  support  of  the  war  was 
tbe  distinguishing  feature  of  the  public  senti- 
ment, yet  there  was  a  strange  apathy  too  preva- 
lent, which  tended  not  a  little  to  render  its  early 
stage  unpropitious  to  the  country.  Something 
was  necessary  to  awaken  the  unroused  loyalty 
of  the  people.  Victory  might  have  that  effct  | 
perhaps  defeat  was  a  more  powerful  agent.  'I'he 
defeat  and  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull,  so  much  dis- 
appointed the  expectations  exci-ted  by  the  gene- 
ral's proclamation,  that  it  is  impossible  to  depict 
the  fiist  effect.  The  mortification  of  disappoint- 
mcut;  added  to  (be  serious  loss  of  a  iiae  aimy^ 
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threw  a  temporary  gloom  over  the  citizens.— 
1  liis  soon  gave  >vav  to  resentment,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  wipe  off  the  <•  foul  stain."  The  spirit 
of  the  nation  rose,  and  that  of  '76  seenied  to  re- 
turn. This  sentiment,  vhieh  pervaded  a  great 
proportion  of  the  nation,  was  most  powerful  in 
the  western  country,  x^ll  felt  the  necessity  of 
immediate  action;  Kentucky  and  Ohio  may  he 
said  to  have  broken  loose;  an  army  v as  ready, 
as  if  by  magic,  prepared  to  avenge  the  late  dis- 
grace. A  leader  was  v anting — all  eyes  looked, 
with  a  common  impulse,  towards  the  hero  of 
Tippacanoe:  the  united  voice  of  the  people  call- 
ed on  the  governor  to  dispense  with  all  formali- 
ties;  and  M  iLLiAM  He.nry  IIakkiso.n  was  ap- 
pointed a  m.Jor  general,  with  directions  to  take 
eouMiiarul  of  ihe  north  western  army.  This  ap- 
poiu'itient  was  confirmed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  rxpot(«d  situation  of  the  north  western 
f'ontier,  after  the  suriender  of  Hull,  required 
the  utrno-t  exertions  for  its  protection  It  v>as 
not  possible  eiftirely  to  avert  the  inipending  dan- 
ger. 

'I  he  Indians  had  already  commenced  their  sa- 
vage warlare.  by  an  attack  on  Fort  Dearborn, 
and  the  «:assaere  of  its  garrison.  Fort  Dearborn 
(Chic;  go)  was  but  a  weak  garrison,  consisting  of 
about  .^0  men,  there  were  also  in  it  a  few  wo- 
men and  chiidren.  A  large  body  of  Indians  ha- 
ving mennced  the  fort,  it  was  agieed  in  a  coun- 
cil, which  was  held  witJi  the  faithless  tribes,  that 
the  garrison  should  be  sj  ared  on  condition  of 
surrendering  the  place  without  resistance.  They 
marched  out  on  the  ifth  Sept,  and,  vbcn  about 
a  mi'e  fjom  the  fort,  v\ere  fired  upon,  imd  mur- 
dered, with  the  esceptign  «f  about  iO  or  i2^ 
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Fort  Bclview  (Madison)  on  the  Mississippi* 
was  at(a  ked  on  the  4th  September,  bj  the  In- 
dians, with  all  the  desperation  that  a  want  of 
real  coui*age  could  inspire ;  the  attack  was  re- 
newed daily  until  the  8th,  when  the  Indians,  af- 
ter sufftring  very  severely,  withdrew,  leaving  the 
brave  garrison  safe.  One  soldier,  who  was  out 
of  the  fort  when  the  attack  commeneed,  was 
massacred:  no  lives  were  lost  in  the  fort ;  and 
only  one  man  wounded. 

About  11  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  4th 
September,  Fort  Harrison,  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  attacked  by  a  vast  number  of  Indians. 
The  garrison  was  weak,  and  the  most  of  them» 
including  its  intrepid  commander,  Capt.  Z.Tay- 
lor, either  sick  or  convalescent.  The  attack 
was  continued,  in  a  most  furious  manner,  until 
about  sun-rise  the  following  morning,  when  the 
savages  retired,  driving  away  or  shooting  all  the 
cattle  they  could  find. 

Several  expeditions  were  formed  against  the 
Indians,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants^ 
and  keeping  open  the  necessary  communications. 
Colonel  Hussell,  with  a  small  detachment  of  the 
United  States'  rangers,  proceeded  to  the  head 
of  the  Peori  Lake,  where  he  destroyed  the  cele- 
brated Pimertain's  town.  General  Hopkins,  with 
about  1 200  troops,  left  Fort  Harrison  on  the  11th 
December,  and  succeeded  in  destroying  several 
villages  along  the  Wabash  ;  a  party  of  65J  that 
left  the  camp,  in  search  of  a  man  who  was  mis- 
sing, fell  in  with  a  large  force  of  horse  and  foot 
Indians:  this  party  suffered  a  defeat,  with  a  loss 
of  16,  m'<<king,  with  the  missing  man,  17.  Gen. 
Tupper  defeated  a  numerous  body  of  British  and 
Indians,  near  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami :  the  dif- 
ficult^ of  crossing  the  river;  and  wiiat  of  provi* 
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sions,  obliged  (he  expedition  to  return,  having 
lost  4  killed;  and  one  being  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  with  600  men,  attacked  one  or'  the 
jMassissinewa  towns,  on  tiie  17th  and  18th  Dec. 
and  defeated  the  Indians,  after  a  most  desperate 
confliet :  the  American  loss  was  8  killed,  and  23 
wounded;  the  Indian  town  was  burned,  Colonel 
John  B.  Campbell,  on  the  17th  Nov.  attacked 
the  savages  at  a  town  on  the  Massissinewa, 
which  he  burned,  as  well  as  three  other  towns 
further  down  the  river,  killing  several,  and  tak- 
ing 37  prisoners:  on  the  morning  of  the  lith 
Dec.  his  camp  was  attacked  h}  about  300  In- 
dians, who  were  defeated,  after  an  engagement 
of  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  The  loss  of 
the  Americans  in  these  atfairs,  was  9  killed,  and 
about  35  or  iO  wounded;  about  40  of  the  In- 
dians were  killed.  The  Indians  also  suifered  ii 
defeat  from  Col.  Williams,  commanding  the  Ten- 
nessee troops. 

These  actions  were  well  calculated  to  inspire 
the  Indians  with  a  proper  respect  for  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and,  if  followed  up  with  continued  suc- 
cess, would  tend  to  estrange  the  savage  enemy 
from  his  British  ally  ;  but  a  sad  reverse  soon  oc- 
fiurred. 

A  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
"Winchester,  being  attacked  on  the  2:id  Jan.  1813, 
at  Frenchtown,  on  the  river  Haisin.  by  a  greatly 
superior  force  of  Indians  and  British,  aided  by 
several  pieces  of  artillery,  sufiered  a  defeat.  The 
Americans  lost  nohonouron  this  occasion;  they 
defended  themselves,  and  fought  with  despera- 
tion, even  beyond  the  time  when  prudence  and 
honour  would  have  sanctioned  a  surrender.  Gen. 
"Winchester,  being  hiutself  a  prisoner,  agreed  to 
a  surrender  of  the  troops  under  liib  coiuuiand^  oa> 
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condition  that  they  should  be  protected  against 
the  savages,  and  allowed  to  retain  their  private 
property  and  side  arms.  Thirty-five  officers,  and 
490  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  were 
made  prisoners^  the  number  of  killed  was  con- 
siderable. 

The  prisoners  who  were  in  health  were  march- 
ed to  Maiden  ;  the  wounded  were,  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  left  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Indians.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  such  of 
the  wounded  as  were  unable  to  ti-avel,  were  to- 
ninhawked  and  scalped. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  of  a  com* 
mittee  of  Congress,  on  this  subject : 

«  The  massacre  of  the  23d  January,  after  the  capi- 
tulation, was  perpetrated  without  any  exertion  oa 
their  part  to  prevent  it ;  indeed,  it  is  apparent,  from 
all  the  circumstances,  that  if  the  British  officers  did 
not  connive  at  their  destruction,  they  were  criminally 
indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the  wounded  prisoners- 
But  what  marks  more  strongly  the  degradation  of 
the  character  of  the  British  soldiers,  is  the  refusal  of 
the  last  offices  of  humanity  to  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 
The  bodies  of  our  countrymen  were  exposed  to  every 
indignity,  and  became  food  for  brutes,^  the  sight  of 
men  who  affect  a  sacred  regard  to  the  dictates  of 
honour  and  religion. — Low  indeed  is  the  character 
of  that  army,  which  is  reduced  to  the  confession, 
that  their  savage  aUKiliaries  will  not  permit  them  to 
perform  the  rites  of  sepulture  to  the  slain.  'I'he 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  discover  even  the 
expression  of  detestation,  which  such  conduct  must 
inspire,  from  the  military  or  civil  authority  on  the 
Canadian  frontier,  unless  such  detestation  is  to  be 
presumed  from  the  choice  of  an  fndian  trophy,  as  an 
©rnament  for  the  Legislative  Hall  of  Upper  Canada." 

At  a  ni<  eting  of  the  officers  wlio  survived  the 
battle  of  Fiencbtowni  iieid  at  Jint,  (Pa.)  the 


70 


HISTORY   OF   THE    WAR. 


20th  Feb.  1813,  the  following  statement  and  re- 
solutions were  a.ejreed  to. 

"  Whereas  it  is  deemed  necessary,  that  our  fellow- 
citizens  should  be  informed  of  the  late  perfidious 
and  brutal  acts  of  the  British  government,  performed 
by  their  officers  at  the  battle  of  Frenchtown. 

Resolved^  That  the  following  statement  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  officers,  be  published  to  our 
countrymen  : 

That  when  General  Winchester  was  taken  pri- 
soner, on  the  22d  January,  1813,  and  brought  before 
Colonel  Proctor,  the  British  commander,  he  directed 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Americans  (Major 
Madison)  to  surrender.  Major  Madison  refused  so 
to  do,  unless  those  who  surrendered  should  be  free 
from  savage  massacre ;  this  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the 
British  officers  pledged  themselves  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient force  with  the  wounded,  to  protect  them,  and 
that  they  should  be  conveyed  to  Maiden  the  next 
morning.  They  likewise  promised  to  return  to  the 
officers  their  arnis  at  Maiden. 

Capt.  N.  G.  F.  IKirt,  inspector  to  the  north-west- 
ern army,  being  among  the  wounded,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  his  friends,  that  they  should  carry  him 
with  them — this  they  were  prevented  from  doing,  by 
Ciipt  Elliot,  British  officer,  and  an  old  arquaintance 
of  Captain  Hart's,  who  promised  Cap'.  H.  his  special 
protection — to  convey  him  in  his  own  sleigh  to  Mai- 
den that  evening,  and  informing  him  that  he  should 
be  welcome  to  remain  at  his  house  there,  until  he 
should  recover. 

These  were  the  firomises  of  the  British — Let  our 
countrymen  and  the  world  see  how  they  were  fulfilled. 

At  the  break  of  day  next  morning,  the  savages 
miere  suffered  to  commic  every  de/ii  edation  upon  our 
tuounded,  which  they  pleased.  An  indiscriminate 
slaughter  took  place  of  all  nvho  were  unable  to  walk-— 
many  were  tomahawked^  and  many  were  burned  alive 
in  the  houses.  AmO!'g  the  unfortunate  tius  mur- 
dered, it  is  with  regret  and  sorrow  we  have  to  name 
Captains  Hart  and  Hickman. 
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The  arms  of  the  officers,  as  promised,  were  never 
returned.  Every  species  of  private  property  re- 
tnaining  in  the  tents,  belonging  to  both  officers  and 
soldiers,  were  plundered  by  the  savages. 

Resolved^  That  in  consideration  of  the  high  re- 
spect we  hold  to  the  memories  of  both  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  were  thus  cruelly  murdered,  by  per- 
mission of  the  British  commander  Proctor,  and  his 
subalterns,  and  those  who  gloriously  fell  in  the  Jield, 
defending  the  only  free  governme7it  on  earth,  that 
each  of  us  wear  black  crape  on  our  hats,  and  left 
arm,  for  the  spa<-e  of  ninety  days. 

Resolved^  That  a  similar  procedure,  testifying 
their  respect  for  those  who  were  muidered  and  fell 
on  that  day,  be  recommended  to  our  brother  officers 
and  soldiers,  who  survived  it. 

SAMUf.  L  WILLIAMS,  President. 
John  Bkcklky,  Secreiary.'* 

The  little  progress  hitherto  made  by  land,  a- 
gainst  the  enemy,  had  determined  the  congress 
and  the  general  government  on  adopting  a  moie 
efficient  plan  of  warfare.  Several  new  appoint- 
ments of  officers  wei-e  made;  aod  Commodore 
Chauncey  was  appointed  to  the  coaimund  of  the 
lake  navy. 

The  commodore  arrived  at  Saekett's  harbonr 
in  October.  1S12.  Ills  great  exertions  enabled 
him  to  prepare  a  fleet  in  less  than  a  montti,  with 
which  he  resolved  to  fry  his  fortune  on  the  lake, 
aUhongh  tise  British  fleet  was  superior  in  number 
of  vessels,  guns,  and  men. 

Thf*  commodore  sailed  from  Saekett's  harbonr 
on  Lake  Ontario.  On  the  8th  Nov.  fell  in  with 
and  chaseil  the  Royal  Georg!'.  until  Ire  lo-;t  sight 
of  her  in  the  night  :  on  the  f'llowing  day  renew- 
ed the  chase,  and  fol'owed  lur  into  Kipg^(on  har- 
bour, Avhere  he  engaged  her  and  the  batteries,  for 
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nearly  two  Lours — at  sun  down  he  hauled  off, 
being  obliged,  by  badness  of  the  weather,  to  re- 
turn to  Sackett's  Harbour. 

The  Constitution  frigate,  having  undergone 
every  necessary  repair,  proceeded  from  Boston 
on  a  second  cruise,  in  October.  On  the  29tli 
December,  1812,  in  south  lat.  IS.  6.  and  west  Ion. 
38.  ten  leagues  distant  from  the  coast  of  Brazils, 
fell  in  with,  and  captured  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
frigate  Java,  after  an  action  of  1  hour  and  55 
mi.aiies.  The  Java  carried  49  guns,  and  upwards 
of  400  men,  and  was  commanded  by  Captain  H, 
Lambert,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer.  The  Java 
was  so  perfect  a  wn-ek,  that  it  seemed  extremely 
doubtful  whether  she  could  be  brought  to  the 
United  States;  she  was  therefore  burned  in  two 
days  after  being  captured. 

The  Java  had  been  lately  out  of  dock,  having 
undergone  a  thorough  repair  in  order  to  carry 
out  Lieut.  Gen.  HisJop,  who  was  going  as  com- 
mander in  chief  to  Bombay.  Besides  her  full 
complement  of  men,  the  Java  had  upwards  of 
100  supernumeraries,  going  to  British  ships  of 
"War  in  the  East-Indies  ;  also  several  officers,  pas- 
sengers, going  out  on  promotion.  The  number 
of  men  was  considerably  more  than  that  of  the 
Constitution.  By  her  quarter-bill,  she  had  one 
man  more  stationed  at  each  gun  than  the  Constitu- 
tion had.  The  loss  on  board  the  Constitution  was 
9  killed,  and  25  wounded.  The  enemy  had  60 
killed,  and  101  wounded  ;  but  by  a  letter  written 
on  board  the  Constitution,  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  found,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  enemy's  wounded  must  have  been 
considerably  greater ;  the  letter  states  60  killed, 
and  170  wounded.  This  additional  number  of 
wounded  men  have  probably  died  before  they 
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could  be  removed.  Among  the  wounded  on  board 
the  Constitution,  uas  eaptain  Bainbiidge,  tlic 
commander  :  caplain  Lambert,  of  the  Java,  was 
wounded  mortally. 

General  llislop  was  immediately  paroled  witli 
the  officers  of  his  staff;  and,  at  (he  request  of 
General  Hislop,  in  a  letter,  dated  St.  Salvador. 
Jan.  8,  1813,  all  the  officers  of  the  Java  were  ia 
like  manner  paroled — Commodore  Bainbridge  re- 
stored all  the  private  property  of  Gen.  Hislop, 
including  articles  of  plate,  to  a  large  amount. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Neu-York  pre- 
sented commodore  Bainbiidge,  with  (he  free- 
dom of  the  city,  on  the  8lh  i)ee.  1813. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  of  Massachusetts,  the  19(li  February: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Senate  be  giv- 
en to  Commodore  William  Bainbridge,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  under  his 
command,  for  their  brilliant  achievement  in  capturing 
and  destroying  his  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Java; 
and  that  the  commodore  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate the  same  to  his  officers  and  crew,  with  an  assur- 
ance from  this  branch  of  the  legislature,  that  they 
will  hold  in  grateful  remembrance,  those  who  fell  ia 
fighting  for  the  essential  and  violated  rights  of  their 
country." 

Although  it  is  a  fact  established,  beyond  the 
power  of  contradiclion,  (hat  every  possible  indul- 
gence and  attention  were  exercised  toward  the 
crew  of  the  Java,  yet  were  some  of  her  officers 
so  ungrateful  as  to  charge  the  Americans  with 
having  ill  used  the  vanquished  iu  a  variety  of 
ways.  In  reply  to  a  publication  in  the  British 
Naval  Ciironicle,  for  May,  1814,  by  I'homas  Cook 
Jones,  surgeon  of  the  Java,  and  anoiher  publica- 
tion in  the  same  paper,  for  June,  by  one  of  the 
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lieutenants  of  the  Java,  clmrging  the  Americans 
\vhh  cruelty,  &c.  Mr.  Amos  A.  Evans,  sin-goon 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  pubiislied  in  tlie  Bos- 
ton Chronicle,  a  complete  refutation  ofthe  British 
skinder,  cone'ctiing  with  the  following  words  : 

"  I  challenge  ilic  British  to  produce  a  solitary  in- 
stance, where  they  have  given  a  faithful  and  candid 
relation  of  the  result  of  their  actions  with  us  since  the 
declaration  of  the  present  war.  They  have,  of  late, 
established  for  themselves  a  kind  of  national  charac- 
ter, that,  I  trust,  none  will  envy  them  the  possession 
of;  they  have  proved,  that  although  they  may  not 
always  be  able  to  conquer  in  battle,  they  can  preva- 
ricate, defame  or  mistake,  with  as  much  ease  as  any 
nation  on  earth." 

Cornmodore  Rodgers  sailed  from  Boston  the 
8th  Oct.  1812,  on  his  second  cruise,  having  un- 
der his  command  the  frigate  President,  the  Unit- 
ed States,  Captain  Decatur  ;  Congi*ess,  Captain 
Smith  ;  and  brig  Argus,  Captain  Sinclair,  'llic 
President  and  Congress  arrived  at  Boston  in  De- 
cember. During  their  cruise,  tliey  captured  the 
British  packet  Swallow,  with  168,000  dollars  on 
board,  and  British  ship  Argo,  laden  with  oil 
and  whalebone,  both  of  which  arrived  some  time 
before.  They  saw  no  enemy's  cruisers  but  t'le 
Nymphc  and  Galatea,  which  they  cliased,  but 
lost  sight  of  in  the  night.  The  ^quadjon  have 
been  as  far  east  as  long.  22,  ar.d  to  the  south  as 
far  as  lat.  17  N.  From  the  1st  to  the  30th  Nov. 
they  never  saw  a  sail.  On  the  22d  October,  ly- 
ing in  a  gale,  the  President  sprung  her  main- 
mast badly,  and  on  the  21st  Dee.  while  lying  to 
in  the  Gulph  Stream,  shipped  a  heavy  sea,  which 
swept  the  starboard  gangway,  started  the  boats, 
killed  2  men,  and  wounded  7.  The  President 
brought  in  50  prisoners. 
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The  specie  was  landed  fiom  the  Presidentj  at 
the  navv  yard  in  Charlestown,  and  being  placed 
in  six  waggons,  each  carrying  (he  national  co- 
lours, was  thus  carried  (o  ilie  state  bank  in  Bos- 
ton, where  it  was  safely  deposited,  amidst  the 
huzzas  of  thousands  of  spectators. 

The  Commodore  parted  company  with  (he 
United  States  and  Argus  the  12th  October. 

The  L\  S.  brig  Viper,  Capt.  Henley,  of  12 
guns,  was  captured  on  the  I7lh  January,  18!  3» 
in  lat.  29,  N.  S3,  30,  W.  by  his  Britannic  majes- 
ty's frigate  Narcissus,  of  dZ  guns,  afte^  a  chase 
of  5  hours. — Xo  (Igliting. 

Commodore  Bainbridge  left  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  Capt.  James  Lawrence,  off  the 
harbour  of  Sr.  Salvador,  where  she  remained 
from  the  Gth  until  the  24t]i  January,  blockad- 
ing the  Bonne  Citoyenne,  and  another  armed 
vessel.  Being  at  length  driven  from  her  sta- 
tion by  the  Montague,  of  7i  guns,  which  was 
sent  to  relieve  the  Bonne  Citoyenne,  Captain 
Lawrence  proceeded  off  Demarara  river,  where, 
on  the  2ith  February,  1813,  he  fell  in  with  and 
engaged  his  Britannic  majesty's  brig  of  war 
Peacock:  the  action  lasted  but  15  minutes,  in 
which  short  space  of  time,  the  Peacock  was 
literally  cut  to  pieces;  an  ensign,  union  down. 
was  hung  from  the  fore-rigging,  as  a  signal  at 
once  of  distress  and  surrender.  Lieut.  Shubrick, 
who  was  sent  on  board  her,  returned  with  a  re- 
port that  she  was  fast  sinking,  having  then  six 
feet  of  water  in  her  hold,  'i'he  boats  of  the 
Hornet  were  immediately  desjKitched,  and  every 
possible  exertions  made  to  keep  her  afioat  until 
the  prisoners  could  be  removed,  by  pumping  and 
bailing,  without  effect,  as  skc  sunk  in  five  and  :i 
halffathonss  water,  carrying  down  nine  of  heir 
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crew,  and  three  of  (he  crew  of  the  Hornet,  vi/. 
John  liart,  Josepli  Williams,  and  Hannihal 
Bo^d.  Several  of  ihc  Hornet's  crew  narrowly 
escaped  a  similar  fate,  being  saved  by  jumping 
into  a  boat  that  was  lying  on  the  booms,  as  slir 
went  down. 

The  Peacock  was  one  of  the  finest  vessels  of 
fier  class  in  the  liritish  navy;  she  mounted  10 
twenty- four  pound  carronades,  two  long  nines, 
one  twelve  pound  caiionade  on  her  top-gallant 
fureeaslle,  as  a  shifiing  gun,  and  one  four  or  six 
pounder,  and  two  swivels  mounted  aft ;  her 
crew  consisted,  at  the  time  of  the  action,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  men. 

'I'he  loss  on  board  the  Peacock  could  not  be 
ascertained  by  Capt.  Lawrence,  but  must  have 
been  considerable.  Capt.  Peake,  her  command- 
er, and  four  men  were  found  dead  on  board, 
and  S3  wounded,  most  of  them  severely,  three 
of  which  died  of  their  wounds,  after  being  re- 
moved. The  (o<al  of  killed,  wounded  and  drown- 
ed, was  certainly  42,  and  probably  more. 

'I'hc  Espeigle,  a  British  brig,  mounting  10 
ihir<y-two  pound  carronades,  and  2  long  nine's 
lay  about  6  miles  in  shore,  and  within  sight  of 
I  he  action  :  she  declined  coming  in  aid  of  her 
consort,  or  to  approach  the  victorious  ship,  al- 
though Capt.  Iiaw rente  cleared  his  ship,  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  sec'ond  engagement. 

Captain  Lawrence  stated,  that  there  were 
(wo  impressed  American  seamen  on  board  the 
late  British  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  one  a  native 
of  the  state  of  New-York,  and  the  other  a  na- 
tive of  Norfolk.  One  of  them  was  pressed  two 
years  and  a  half,  and  the  other  about  18  months 
previous,  neither  of  them  entered,  and  both  were 
compelled  to  light  during  the  engagement  with 
?l\e  Hgrnct. 


HISTORY   OP  TUK   WAli.  77 

Bofurc  the  engagement  coinnieiKed,  the  above 
mentioned  American  seamen  left  their  station^ 
went  to  the  Captain  of  the  Peaeock,  and  asked 
his  permission  to  go  beJovv,  with  the  orew  of  the 
hi'ig  Huntci'  of  Portland,  i\s  they  couh!  not  fight 
against  their  country.  This  request  was  per- 
emptorily refused  by  Capt.  Peake,  and  the  two 
Americans  were  forced  to  their  station,  and  com- 
pelled to  figlit. 

Capt.  Lawrence  further  slated,  that  another 
impressed  American  was  repor(ed  to  have  been 
on  board  the  Peacock,  and  that  he  Mas  kiHed 
during  the  action. 

The  reader  should  not  be  carried  away  wifh 
the  belief,  that  the  commander  of  the  Espeiglo 
was  a  coward.  That  may  possibly  have  been 
J^he  case,  but  it  is  far  from  being  probable. — 
Those  who  wish  to  allow  <o  American  naval  he 
roes  their  well  earned  honours,  will  be  readier  (o 
ascribe  the  modesty  of  the  Englishmen  to  the 
effect  of  American  prowess,  than  to  British 
cowardice.  Prudence  is  a  virtue  which  often 
requires  courage  to  exercise.  Had  the  com- 
mander of  the  Espeigle  cncounteicd  the  victo- 
rious American  he  would  be  (defeated.  He  pro- 
bably believed  so  ;  and,  believing  it,  he  acted 
with  prudence. 

The  following  comment  on  the  capture  of  the 
Peacock,  is  extracted  from  the  London  Globe. 

"  The  late  captain  of  the  Swallow  packet,  caplured 
by  the  Americans,  landed  on  Monday  at  Falmouth, 
from  on  board  the  Childers  sloop  of  war.  He  con- 
firms the  loss  of  the  Peacock,  which  struck  to  the 
Hornet,  after  a  severe  and  sanguinary  conflict,  and 
went  down  while  the  enemy  were  taking  out  her 
crew.  Sixteen  English  and  four  Americans  went 
down  in  her.      The  force  of  the  two   vessels  was 
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yiearly  equal.  The  circumstances,  therefore,  which 
Jiave  enabled  America  thus  to  add  another  laurel  to 
Jicr  brow,  it  is  most  important  to  know,  and  we  trust 
ihey  will  be  fully  inquired  into.  In  the  case  of 
capture  by  large  American  frigates,  the  mercenary 
writers  of  the  Admiralty  have  assured  their  read- 
ers that  they  have,  by  some  charm,  been  able  to  prac- 
tice a  dece/itie  visus  upon  our  navy  :  that  although 
apparently  frigates,  they  are  in  fact  great  ships  of 
the  line  ;  but  as  no  disparity  of  size  is  supposed  to 
have  existed  in  this  disaster,  Mr.  Crocker's  scribes 
will  probably  give  out,  tliat  the  crew  of  the  Hornet 
were  not  of  the  ordinary  race  of  sailors,  but  that  ev- 
ery one  was  a  Hercules  in  strength,  and  an  Archi- 
medes in  science." 

Tlie  following  appeared  in  a  Ilaliiax  paper. 

"  In  our  extracts  from  American  papers,  our  read- 
ers will  find  an  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Pea- 
cock. The  good  fortune  of  the  Americans  has  not 
forsaken  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  more  conspi- 
cuous in  this  than  in  their  previous  actions.  Mvery 
one  conversant  with  g-unnery  must  know,  that  had  a 
■vessel  been  moored /"or  the  sole  fnir^iose  of  making 
an  EXPERIMENT,  it  is  not  at  ail  likely  she  would  have 
been  sukk  t»  so  short  a  time.'* 

Previous  to  the  action  with  tlie  Peacock 
Capt.  Lawrence  captured,  on  the  4th  Feb.  the 
Knglish  brig  Resolution,  of  10  guns,  fioni  Rio. 
.Janeiro,  bound  to  Maranham,  which  he  burned, 
after  taking  from  her  about  23,000/.  sterling,  in 
specie.  On  mustering  the  morning  after  the 
action,  there  were  found  on  board  the  Hornet 
277  souls,  including  the  crew  of  the  American 
brig  Hunter,  ol*  Portland,  taken  a  few  days  be- 
fore bj  the  Peacock.  This  additional  proof  of 
the  superiority  of  American  tactics  has  not 
been  exceeded  bj  any  former  instance.  It  may 
indeed  be  said  to  have  decided  the  relative  mer- 
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its  of  American  and  British  seamen  ;  the  supe- 
riority claimed  by  the  British  is  no  longer  main- 
rainable — the  Americans  rank  decidedly  as  first 
in  naval  tactics. 

Capt.  Lawrence,  while  off  St.  Salvador,  sent 
a  challenge  to  Capt.  Greene,  of  the  Bonne  Cito- 
yenne,  which  the  latter  prudently  declined  ac- 
cepting. 

'riie  following  resolutions  passed  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the  29th 
March,  1813. 

<'  Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  the  city  be  pre- 
sented to  Captain  Lawrence,  together  with  apiece 
of  plate  with  appropriate  devices  and  inscriptions, 
and  that  his  honour  the  Recorder  be  requested  to 
forward  the  same,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
which  this  Common  Council  entertain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  crew  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Hornet,  by  the  capture  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
sloop  of  war  Peacock,  in  the  unexampled  short  pe- 
riod of  fifteen  minutes,  that  the  Common  Council 
will  give  a  public  dinner  to  the  crew  of  the  United 
States'  sloop  of  war  Hornet." 

These  many  and  splendid  naval  victories  de- 
served not  only  the  applause,  but  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation.  Congress  was  not  insensible  to 
this.  A  law  passed  that  body  in  March,  1814, 
appropriating  the  sum  of  825,000,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Con- 
stitution, for  the  destructiou  of  the  Guerriere ; 
and  a  like  sum  of  S25,000,  for  the  destruction  of 
tlie  Java;  and  the  sum  of  S25,000,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp, 
for  the  capture  of  tlie  Frolic. 

The  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  Capt. 
Evans,  arrived  at  Boston  the  10th  April,  1813. 
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from  a  cruite  of  115  days,  liaving  sailed  IVoiii 
(he  same  port  the  17lh  December,  1S12. 

Fi'om  Boston  the  Chesapeake  ran  down  by 
I  lie  Madeiras,  Canaries,  and  Cape  de  Yerds  ; 
thence  down  on  the  equator,  between  long.  ±6 
and  25,  where  she  eruised  G  weeks  ,•  thence 
down  the  coast  of  South  America,  passing  with- 
in 15  leagues  of  Surrinam,  (was  in  the  same 
place  the  Hornet  sunk  the  Peacock  the  day  af- 
ter she  left,)  down  by  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and 
most  of  the  windward  West-India  islands ;  thence 
on  the  United  States,  between  Bermuda  and  the 
Capes  of  Virginia,  by  the  Capes  of  Delaware, 
within  12  leagues,  by  New- York,  within  20 
leagues,  thence  through  the  east  channel  to 
Boston. 

The  Chesapeake  captured  during  her  cruise, 
3  British,  and  1  American  vessel,  sailing  under 
a  British  licence;  and  re-captured  an  Ameri- 
can schooner.  The  Chesapeake  was  eliascd  by 
two  ships  of  war,  (a  74  and  a  frigate)  off  the 
"Western  Ishinds.  Off  the  Capes  of  Virginia, 
gave  chase  to  a  sloop  of  war,  and  continued 
chasing  for  two  days,  when  the  sloop  escaped  ia 
the  night.  Seven  men  died  of  a  malignant  fe- 
ver; and  three  were  lost  by  the  carrying  away  of 
the  main-top-mast,  during  a  heavy  Haw,  the  day 
before  her  arrival  in  port. 

General  Harrison  was  at  Fort  Meigs  the  20tli 
April,  1813.  and  gave  directions  to  prepare  19 
defend  the  place  against  an  attack,  which  he  ap- 
prehended from  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Fortifications  were  accordingly  carried  on  with 
great  diligence,  and  every  means  used  to  animate 
the  men  to  defend  the  post.  On  the  26th  and 
r^rth,  the  reconnoitering  parties  of  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  opposite  shore,  but  sooa  retired. 
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The  Indians  were  sent  across  the  river  during 
the  night  of  the  28th,  and  was  placed  so  as  to 
surround  tlic  garrison.  The  seige  comraeneed 
in  forms  on  the  29th,  and  firing  was  kept  up  dur- 
ing this  and  the  following  day,  by  the  enemy, 
whose  works  were  considerably  impeded  and  in-- 
jured  by  the  firing  from  the  fort.  By  the  1st  of 
May  the  works  of  the  fort  were  so  far  complet- 
ed, as  to  enable  the  besieged  to  give  the  enemy 
a  \evy  warm  reception,  silencing  one  of  their 
guns  several  times.  During  the  2d  and  3d,  the 
fire  on  both  sides  continued  very  brisk. 

On  the  4th  General  Clay  reached  Fort  "Win- 
chester, with  upwards  of  100  men,  for  the  relief 
of  the  American  garrison.  On  the  5th,  a  part 
of  General  Clay*s  men  arrived,  and  instructions 
were  sent  to  him  by  General  Harrison,  directing 
him  how  to  act  in  his  advance  towards  the  fort. 

Great  zeal  and  undaunted  courage,  are  true 
characteristics  of  the  American  soldier ;  to  these 
qualities  the  Kentuckian  adds  a  wonderful  eon- 
tempt  of  danger.  On  this  occasion  the  ene- 
my received  much  benefit  from  that  cool  cautiou 
which  enabled  him  to  draw  the  uncalculating 
soldier  into  defiles,  and  within  the  reach  of  his 
ambuscade.  Col.  Dudley,  who  was  charged  with 
despatches  for  Gen.  Clay,  received  the  command 
of  a  detachment  of  Clay's  men,  landed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  attack 
the  enemy^s  batteries  ;  he  behaved  M'ith  great 
courage,  but  pursued  the  enemy  until  he  was 
drawn  into  an  ambush,  where  the  greater  num- 
ber of  his  men  were  destroyed  by  numbers  vastly 
superior  ;  many  of  those  who  surrendered,  were 
afterwards  tomahawked  and  scalped  by  the  sav- 
ages. Col.  Dudley  was  among  the  killed.  Gen. 
Clay,  who  continued  in  command  of  the  remain- 
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(ler  of  his  detachment,  Iiaving  landed  near  the 
foi't,  permitted  the  men  to  pursue  the  enemy  in- 
to the  woods,  and  was  saved  from  a  fate  similar 
to  that  of  the  heroic  and  unfortunate  Dudley,  by 
the  prudence  and  foresight  of  Gen.  Harrison, 
who  sent  out  a  party  to  support  Clay,  and  det'end 
his  retreat.  The  Indians  look  advantage  of  the 
opjwrtunity  this  afforded  tjiem,  to  attack  the 
boats,  which  Gen.  Clay  left  unguarded  ;  the  sick 
men  in  the  boats  were  butchered,  and  tlie  bag- 
gage carried  off. 

The  bravery  of  the  American  troops  during 
these  eonllicts,  were  remarkably  brilliant.  Fre- 
quent charges  were  made,  under  direction  of 
Col.  Miller,  Major  Alexander,  Captains  Croghan, 
Ncving,  Benilford,  and  Longham.  Every  bat- 
tery on  the  American  side  of  the  river  were 
successfully  carried. 

The  enemy,  after  this,  thought  only  of  retreat- 
ing, which  he  effected  in  great  hurry  on  the  9th. 
An  exchange  of  prisoners  was  previously  effected. 

The  American  loss,  during  13  days  the  enemy 
were  before  the  fort,  araounled  to  SI  killed,  and 
ISO  wounded,  exclusive  of  the  loss  of  Dudley's 
detachment,  which  exceeded  200  in  killed  and 
missing. 

The  enemy's  loss  must  have  been  much  great- 
er, as  his  number  of  men  far  exceeded  that  of 
the  Americans.  The  enemy  was  frequently  de- 
feated by  detachments  not  more  than  a  third  of 
his  number. 

Col.  Miller,  with  350  men,  made  a  sallic  in 
which  he  defeated  the  enemy,  consisting  of  200 
regulars,  150  militia,  aad  500  Indians.  Capt, 
Sehre's  company  of  Kentucky  militia,  maintain- 
ed its  ground  against  four  times  its  number,  un- 
til rescued  from  unavoidable  destruction,  by  the 
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bravery  of  Lieut.  Gwjnne,  of  the  19th  regiment, 
and  a  part  of  Capt.  Elliot's  company. 

From  the  best  aeeount,  the  besiegers  consisted 
of  660  regulars,  800  militia,  and  more  than  2000 
Indians. 

On  the  25th  April,  1813,  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  sailed  from  Sackett's  Harbour,  having  on 
board  his  fleet  about  1700  troops,  destined  to 
commence  operations  against  Canada.  I'hey 
arrived  opposite  Little  York,  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  April, 
and  immediately  commenced  the  landing  of  the 
troops,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy — 
After  a  very  seveie  and  sharp  contest  of  half 
an  hour,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  by  a  number 
l*ar  inferior  to  theirs.  As  soon  as  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops  had  landed,  the  enemy  retired 
to  his  \>orks.  One  battery  being  carried,  the 
troops  were  advancing  towards  the  main  works, 
when  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place  from  a 
magazine  previously  prepared,  and  which  threw 
out  an  immense  quantiiy  of  stones,  by  whiph 
the  Americans  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
about  200  men  ;  among  the  killed,  the  gallant 
Brigadier  General  Pike.  The  British  regular 
troops  having  retreated,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  militia  agreed  to  terms  of  capitulation, 
and  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada  was  surrender- 
ed to  the  American  troops.  The  American 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  269.  The 
enemy's  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners, 
930. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  barbarity  of  the  enemy, 
the  following  despatch  from  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  given  : 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  by  the 
hands  of  Lieut.  Dudley,  the  British  standard,  taken 
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at  York  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  accompanied  by 
the  mace,  over  which  was  hung  a  human  scalfi. — 
These  articles  were  taken  from  the  parliament  house 
by  one  of  my  officers,  and  presented  to  me.  The 
scalp  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  General  Dearborn, 
who,  I  believe,  still  has  it  in  his  possession.  I  also 
send,  by  the  same  gentleman,  one  of  the  British  flags 
taken  at  Fort  George  on  the  27th  of  May.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

The  riflemen  under  Major  Forsyth,  first  land- 
ed, under  a  heavy  iire  from  the  enemy ;  General 
Pike,  to  whom  the  immediate  command  of  the 
troops  was  entrusted,  landed  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible after,  the  remaining  troops  soon  followed. 
The  contest,  on  the  first  landing  of  the  troops, 
was  sharp  and  severe ;  the  enemy  deriving  much 
advantage  from  the  circumstance  that  Maj.  For- 
syth was  driven  hy  adverse  wind  from  the  des- 
tined point  of  landing.  As  soon  as  Gen.  Pike 
landed,  he  ordered  his  men  to  advance  up  the 
bank,  which  they  resolutely  performed  in  face  of 
a  warm  discharge  of  musquetry.  The  moment 
Pike  reached  the  top,  and  was  about  ordering  a 
charge,  the  enemy  hastily  retreated.  General 
Dearborn  went  a  shore  as  soon  as  he  learned  that 
General  Pike  was  woimded.  The  town  capitu- 
lated to  Col.  Pierce,  of  the  Ifith  infantry,  on 
^vhom  the  command  devolved  after  General  Pike 
was  disabled.  General  Sheafl*e  commanded  the 
British. 

On  the  22d  May,  18l,S.  Commodore  Chauncey 
sailed  from  Sacket's  IlArbour,  having  3.=J0  men 
of  Col.  M'Comb's  regiment  on  board,  and  arriv- 
ed near  Niagara  on  the  ZhXh  ;  the  other  parts  of 
his  squadron  had  arrived  before,  and  landed  their 
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troops.  The  commodore  Uad  an  immediate  in- 
terview with  Gen.  Dearborn,  and  a  plaa  of  ope- 
rations against  the  enemy  was  agreed  on  On 
the  26th  the  commodore  reeonnoitered  the  posi- 
tion for  landing  the  troops ;  aad,  at  night,  sound- 
ed the  shore.  The  morning  of  the  27lh,  was 
fixed  on  for  an  attack  oa  the  enemy  at  Fort 
George.  The  heavy  artillery,  and  as  many  troops 
as  could  be  stowed,  were  taken  on  board  the 
fleet,  the  remainder  were  ordered  to  embark  on 
board  bjats.  and  follow  the  fleet.  At  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  a  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet 
to  weigh,  and  the  troops  were  embarked  on  board 
the  boats  before  ■* ;  and  soon  after  Generals 
Dearborn  and  Lewis  went  on  b(>ard  the  fleet,  la 
the  course  of  the  morning  the  different  vessels 
advanced,  and  took  positions  as  directed.  All 
the  vessels  anchored  within  musket  shot  of  the 
Canada  shore;  and  in  ten  minutes  after  they  o- 
pened  upon  the  batteries,  they  were  completely 
silenced  aid  abandoned.  Fhe  light  troops,  un- 
der Col.  Seott  and  Vl.ij.  Forsyth,  landed  at  9 
o'clock  ;  Gen,  Lewis's  divisions  with  light  artil- 
lery, under  Col.  Porter,  supported  them.  Gen. 
Boyd's  brigade  landed  im  iiediately  after  the 
light  troops;  and  Gen»'rals  Winder  and  Chand- 
ler followed  in  quick  succession.  The  moment 
had  arrived  which  must  put  the  courage,  skill, 
and  patriotisui  of  the  soldier  and  the  citizen  to 
the  most  trying  test.  Every  apparent  advantage 
was  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  The  British  com- 
mander expected  the  attack,  and  he  was  pre- 
pared to  resist  it ;  it  was  broad  day  light  before 
a  landing  could  be  efft:cted,  w  hich  circumsta;ice 
gave  to  tbe  enemy  sufficient  time  to  aseerJain 
the  point  of  attack,  and  to  collect  and  arrange 
his  whole  force ;  a  ravine  and  wood  concealed 
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his  force;  his  position  uas  naturally  strong,  be- 
ing (he  brow  of  a  high  bank,  so  steep  that  the 
artillery,  which  landed  with  Boyd's  brigade,  with 
the  utmost  exertions  ot  the  men,  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  action  till  some  time  after  the 
enemy  had  broke  and  fled  ;  the  enemj's  force 
exceeded  2000  regulars,  and,  including  militia 
and  Indians,  amounted  to  at  least  2500  men.  His 
regulars  were  veterans  of  tried  courage,  great 
experience,  and  long  service  ;  his  militia  were 
trained  and  disciplined,  his  savages  wrought  inte 
the  most  phrenzied  animosity  against  the  Ame- 
ricans. Against  this  host,  the  Americans  could 
bring  only  1800  men,  raw  recruits,  almost  stran- 
gers to  discipline,  not  innured  to  danger,  and  few 
of  whom  had  ever  seen  a  battle.  Such  w  as  the 
disparity,  such  the  danger  to  be  encountered,  and 
such  the  enemy  to  be  vanquished.  The  Ameri- 
can boats  being  too  few  in  number,  were  crow  ded 
with  men  ;  on  their  approaching  the  shore  a  most 
tremendous  fire  was  opened  on  them.  The  lake 
was  covered  with  foam,  and  the  bank  was  en- 
veloped in  a  continued  blaze.  Fortunately  the 
aim  of  the  enemy  was  not  so  accurate  as  his  fire 
was  rapid.  No  sooner  had  the  light  troops  under 
Col.  Scott  landed,  than,  under  their  gallant  lea- 
der, they  attempted  to  gain  the  bank.  Thrice 
"with  the  most  persevering  courage  was  the  at- 
tempt made,  and  thrice  were  they  repelled  by  an 
enemy  more  than  five  times  their  number.  Boyd 
■with  the  first  brigade,  had  by  this  time  landed, 
about  five  minutes  after  Scott.  The  t loops  were 
immediately  formed  in  platoons  and  companies, 
and  rushed  up  the  bank.  Boyd  was  the  first  to 
gain  the  summit,  and  for  antoment  was  alone  ex- 
posed to  the  enemies  fire.  His  distance  from  the 
British  lines  was  not  more  than  eight  or  ten 
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yards  at  furthest,  when  every  bayonet  was  in- 
stantly directed  towards  him.  But  the  trocp* 
hud  caught  too  large  a  portion  of  the  spirit  of 
their  chief,  to  leave  him  long  in  this  perilous 
situation.  He  was  quickly  surrounded  by  his 
brave  companions,  and  our  line  was  soon  formed 
at  a  distance,  varying  from  five  to  ten  yards  from 
that  of  the  enemy.  It  was  not  till  this  time  that 
the  battle  could  be  said  to  have  fairly  commenc- 
ed. The  patient  courage  of  our  raw  recruits 
had  been  most  severely  tried,  in  approaching  the 
shore,  amidst  showers  of  bullets,  in  receiving 
with  unshrinking  firmness, a  tremendous  and  de- 
structive fire,  which  they  could  not  return. 
Their  intrepidity  was  now  to  be  proved  in  the 
face  of  superior  numbers  of  veterans,  strength- 
ened by  a  considerable  irregular  force  of  militia 
and  Indians.  The  fire  of  our  men  was  rapid  and 
exact,  to  a  degree  seldom  surpassed  ;  but  the  su- 
periority of  the  foe  enabled  him  to  maintain  his 
ground  about  fifteen  minutes.  The  victory  was 
yet  doubtful,  when  the  men  heard  the  voice  of 
their  chief  exclaiming  the  enemy  jly.  The  eflTect 
of  this  cheering  sound  in  our  ranks  was  decisive. 
It  produed  an  instantaneous  movement  of  our 
whole  line.  And  the  enemy  before  crossing  bay- 
onets, broke  and  fled  with  the  utmost  precipita- 
tion, leaving  upwards  of  one  hundred  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle,  two  hundred  wounded,  and  one 
hundred  prisoners.  The  victory  was  complete. 
Boyd's  brigade,  and  Scott's  light  troops,  who 
alone  were  in  the  battle,  pursued  the  enemy  to 
Queenstown.  If  any  thing  could  enhance  the 
value  of  the  victory,  it  was  the  fact  of  its  being 
purchased  at  so  trifling  a  loss. 

The  enemy  lost  108  killed,  163  wounded,  and 
113  taken  prisoners.     The  Americans  lost  39 
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killed,  and  Hi  wounded.     In  the  enemy's  Ioss> 
507  militia,  who  \\ere  parolled,  are  not  ineludedU 

The  merits  of  this  battle,  so  far  as  they  apper- 
tained to  the  eommander,  belonged  to  General 
Boyd.  He  eomuiauded  during  the  wliole  of  the 
action,  the  division  under  General  Winder  not 
being  able  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  until 
after  the  enemy  had  fled. 

Prior  to  the  taking  of  Fort  George,  three  A- 
jfnericans  in  the  camp,  who  refused  to  bear  arms* 
were,  by  order  of  Col.  Clark,  taken  out,  and 
without  eeremony  s/iot .'  This  infernal  scound- 
drel  met  with  his  deserts  soon  after — he  was  kil- 
led at  the  time  of  the  surprise  of  Generals  Win- 
der and  Chandler. 

A  fire  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  during  the 
succeeding  night,  from  the  batteries  at  Fort  Erie. 
On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  all  the  magazines 
fromChippawa  to  point  Albino  were  blown  up, 
the  enemy  retreated ;  and  Fort  Erie,  was  entered 
in  the  afternoon  by  the  American  troops. 

In  these  different  transactions.  Commodore 
Chauncey  bore  a  spirited  and  useful  part.  The 
loss  on  board  his  fleet  consisted  of  5  killed,  and 
11  wounded. 

Capt.  Perry,  afterwards  known  as  the  hero  of 
Erie,  volunteered  his  services  on  this  occasion, 
and  materially  aided  in  securing  success.  «  He 
was,  according  to  Com.  Chauncey's  report,  *<  pre- 
sent at  every  point  where  he  could  be  useful,  un- 
der showers  of  musketry,  but  fortunately  escaped 
unhurt." 

The  enemy,  probably  with  a  wish  to  perform 
some  exploit  that  might  ballance  his  losses  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Niagara,  prepared  with  a  strong 
force,  to  attack  the  American  post  at  Sackttt's 
Harbour.     On  the  28th  May  the  enemy's  fleet 
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appeared,  accompanied  by  a  large  number  of 
boats.  Lieut.  Cbauncey,  of  the  navy,  came  in 
from  the  lake,  firing  alarm  guns.  Gen.  Jacob 
Brown,  who  commanded  the  fort,  made  every 
possible  disposition  to  repel  the  menaced  attack. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  33  large  boats,  filled 
with  troops,  came  off  from  the  enemy,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Garden  Island,  under  cover  of  some 
gun-boats.  The  militia,  stationed  near  where 
the  enemy  proposed  to  land,  fired  with  consider- 
able effect,  and  then  fled  from  their  post.  The 
enemy  effected  a  landing  with  about  1300  men 
at  Horse  island.  A  detachment  of  miliiia,  un- 
der command  of  Capt.  M'Nitt,  threw  themselves, 
with  considerable  effect,  on  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my's left  flank,  wbile  the  regulars,  under  Col, 
Backus,  engaged  and  routed  him.  Gen.  Prevost 
who  commanded  the  British  expedition,  retreated 
with  great  precipitation,  under  protection  of  the 
guns  of  his  vessels^  and  thus  saved  himself  and 
men  from  being  made  prisoners.  According  to 
a  previous  arrangement,  it  was  agreed,  that,  in 
a  certain  event,  the  stores,  &c.  at  the  navy- 
point,  should  be  destroyed.  This  event  did  not 
happen  ;  but  some  person,  unauthorised,  brought 
information  to  Lieut.  Chauncey,  that  the  battle 
was  lost— the  stores,  accordingly,  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Gen.  Jacob  Brown,  of  the  state  of  New-York 
who  commanded  the  land  forces  at  Saekett's 
Harbour,  gave  a  substantial  proof  of  those  mili- 
tary talents,  which,  in  all  his  subsequent  opera- 
tions, were  so  conspicuously  useful  to  his  coun- 
try, and  so  uniformly  honourable  to  himself,  that 
even  envy  never  dared  lisp  an  insinuation  dis- 
ercditable  or  dishonourable  to  the  general.  Sir 
James  Lucus  Yco  commanded  the  British  fleet* 
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The  enemy's  loss  was  very  considerable,  includ- 
ing several  officers  of  distinction.  The  Ameri- 
cans lost  about  I  50  in  killed  aud  wounded  ;  Col. 
^liils  was  killed,  and  Col.  Backus  mortally 
mounded.  About  400  regular  troops  sustained 
the  heat  of  the  action. 

At  the  (lose  of  the  action,  a  British  barge, 
■with  a  naval  lieutenant,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
came  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  demanded  of 
an  officer  who  was  standing  there,  in  the  name 
of  the  general  and  commodore,  the  surrender  of 
Sackett's  Harbour.  The  officer  replied  <«  Ko," 
and  the  flag  returned, 

The  pride  and  presumed  authority  of  Britaii^ 
on  her  own  domain^  the  ocean,  was  materially 
tarnished.  The  laurels  plucked  from  Frai'ce, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Holland,  were  withering, 
and  seemed  to  be  transferred  to  adorn  the  brows 
«f  the  hitherto  despised  commanders  of  the  Lil- 
Jipufian  fleet  of  America.  It  was  resolved,  by 
the  enemy,  to  retrieve  lost  honour.  An  expe- 
dient was  resorted  to  which  was  successful,  so 
far  as  the  capturing  of  a  ship,  yet  an  astonisht-d 
and  admiring  world  remained  unaltered  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  superiority  of  American  tars 
was  not  lessened  by  the  event,  nor  the  fading 
lustre  of  British  invincibility,  in  any  manner 
retrieved. 

For  some  time  before  the  first  of  June,  the 
British  frigates  Teviedos,  Bellepole,  and  Shan- 
aon,  were  off  the  harbaur  of  Boston,  where  the 
Chesapeake  lay.  The  Tenedos  and  Bellepoule, 
having  put  a  part  of  their  crew  on  bov.rd  the 
Shannon,  proceeded  to  sea.  The  Shannon  (the 
l)est  frigate  in  the  British  navy,)  appeared  alone 
«ffthe  harbour,  on  which  the  Chesa;<eake  got 
ignder  ^eigb;  at  jueiidi^n;  en  1st  June  3  at  IS 
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minutes  before  6,  an  action  commenced,  witbin 
pistol  shot,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  the  vessels 
closed  ;  the  arm  chest  of  the  Chesapeake  was 
blown  up  by  a  hand  grenade,  thrown  from  the 
enemy's  ship,  and  immediately  after,  the  Ches- 
apeake was  carried  by  boarding,  and  the  pri- 
vate signals  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  boasted  not  of  this  victory,  it  cost 
him  too  dear,  and  was  an  indisputable  proof  of 
American  bravery.  Never  was  there  such  car- 
nage between  two  ships,  in   so  short  a  time 

The  loss  on  board  the  Shannon  cannot  be  exact- 
ly ascertained ;  the  loss  on  board  the  Chesa- 
peake, was  48  killed,  and  96  wounded.  Total 
killed  and  wounded,  144. 

Every  officer,  upon  whom  the  command  of 
the  ship  would  devolve,  was  either  killed  or 
wounded  previously  to  the  capture  of  the  ves- 
sel. The  brave  Capt. .  Lawrence  was  mortally 
wounded. 

On  the  authority  of  Capt.  John  Upton,  com- 
mander of  the  privateer  Cossack,  of  Salem,  the 
following  circumstances  were  published  in  an 
eastern  paper  : 

"  After  the  enemy  had  complete  possession  of  the 
ship,  and  the  men  were  ordered  from  the  tops  Mr, 
Berry,  a  midshipman,  who  commanded  the  mizen 
top  surrendered  himself  as  a  prisoner,  when  two 
sailors  rushed  up,  and  seizing  him  by  the  collar,  at- 
temfited  to  throw  him  overboard,  but  he  got  withia 
the  shrouds,  when  they  seized  him  by  the  heels,  and 
threw  him  on  the  deck  !  Being  stunned  by  the  fall, 
he  lay  some  time  senseless  and  when  he  came  too, 
he  was  cut  over  the  head  with  a  cutlass  which  near* 
ly  terminated  his  existence.  Mr.  Livingston,  ano- 
^er  niidshipmun)    after    receiving    a  musket  bull 
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through  his  body,  was  run  through  the  body  three 
times,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  cries  for  quar- 
ters, (and  after  the  enemy  had  possession  of  the 
ship  1)  he  lived  long  enough  to  express  his  indig- 
nation at  the  bru  ality  of  his  enemies,  and  expired, 
in  a  few  hours.  Three  men  were  killed  in  the  hold 
after  the  capture  of  the  ship  ;  and  they  even  fired  in* 
to  the  cock/iitf  among  the  wounded  and  dying  !  Ele- 
ven of  the  Chesapeake's  officers  were  confined  in  a 
small  place,  9  feet  by  six,  with  a  guard  at  the  door, 
till  their  arrival  at  Hcilifux,  and  only  1  or  2  permit- 
ted to  come  out  at  a  time.  Men  were  shot  at  in 
coming  down  out  of  the  tops  to  surrender  them- 
selves, and  other  instances  of  barbarity  took  place, 
disgraceful  to  a  civilized  people." 

The  boasting  of  British  editors  and  the  re- 
joicings of  British  partizans,  were  rather  inad 
tlian  enthusiastic  on  the  recovery  of  her  tri- 
dent by  the  mistress  of  the  dt-ep;  but  this  re- 
joicing did  not  long  continue;  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  engagement  could  not  be  long 
concealed.  The  cowardly  superiority  of  the 
enemy,  the  unexampled  bravery  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  great  loss  of  blood  in  defence  of 
their  flag,  especially  when  contrasted  with  for- 
Die  engagements  in  which  the  enemy  was  de- 
feated, left  no  solid  ground  for  exultation,  no- 
thing of  which  to  boast.  The  unprejudiced 
reasont  r  will  be  yet  found  holding  the  laurel, 
and  doubting  whether  to  award  it  to  the  victor 
or  the  vanquished.  The  honours  conferred  oa 
Capt.  Broke,  by  his  countrymen,  were  justly  due 
to  great  valour,  of  which  he  is  certainly  posses- 
sed, although  in  this  instance,  it  was  tarnished  by 
a  dastardly  plan  to  render  success  certain. 

The  body  of  Capt.  Lawrence  was  interred 
3t  Halifax,  on  the  Sth  June ;  on  which  oceasion 
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the  British  officers  joined  in  procession,  to  show 
their  respect  for  a  na\al  commaoder,  whose  he- 
roism, skill  and  demeanor,  drew  respect  from  all, 
even  from  the  enemy. 

Captain  Crowninshield,  of  Salem,  (Ms.)  hav- 
ing obtained  a  flag  of  truce,  proceeded  to  Hali-, 
fax  in  the  brig  Henry,  at  his  own  private  ex- 
pense ;  and,  being  permitted  to  take  on  board 
his  vessel,  the  body  of  Captain  Lawrence,  and 
also  that  of  Lieutenant  Ludlow,  brought  the 
corpses  to  Salem,  where  a  funeral  procession 
took  place,  on  the  17th  August,  with  every  mark 
of  regret,  esteem,  and  gratitude,  which  the  citi- 
zens could  bestow.  Judge  Story  delivered  a 
suitable  oration  :  the  effect  produced  on  the  au- 
dience when  the  orator  pronounced  the  last  dy- 
ing words  of  Lawrence,  **  dont  give  up  the 
SHIP,"  may  be  conceived;  to  describe  it  would 
be  impossible. 

Mr.  Edward  N.  Cox,  brother-in-law  to  Cap- 
tain Lawrence,  proceeded  to  Salem,  and,  having 
received  the  bodies  of  the  two  heroes,  convey- 
ed them  to  the  city  of  New-York,  where  they 
were  finally  interred.  The  arrangements  for  a 
public  funeral  were  made,  under  the  direction  of 
a  committee  of  the  common  council  of  the  city. 

On  Thursday,  the  16th  September,  pursuant 
to  arrangements,  the  bodies  of  our  valiant  coun- 
trymen, Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  were  finally 
consigned  to  the  peaceful  tomb  The  unusual 
number  which  swelled  the  mournful  procession, 
and  the  undissembled  sorrow  which  marked  ev- 
ery cotmtonanee  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
order,  evinced  in  an  unparalleled  degree,  the 
public  sympathy,  and  that  the  honouis  paid  to 
the  ♦'  mighty  dead"  were  not  more  conspicuous 
tliau  deserved.     On  no  similar  occasion  have  we. 
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witnessed  a  testimonial  of  respect  so  univer- 
sal and  sincere.  It  was  indeed  a  day  of  mourn* 
ing.  The  hearts  of  hoary  patriots,  and  youth- 
ful heroes,  beat  in  solemn  unison,  and  the  bright 
eye  of  beauty  glistened  with  a  tributary  tear. 
iNot  only  (he  reflections  arising  from  such  a 
scene,  but  every  traasaction  connected  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  day,  were  calculated  to  in- 
spire with  reverence  the  coldest  and  most  disin- 
terested spectator. 

The  concourse  of  spectators  who  witnessed 
this  interesting  and  impressive  exhibition,  was 
innumerable,  and  is  supposed  to  amount  to  for- 
ty or  fifty  thousand.  The  streets  were  lined, 
the  windows  crowded,  and  the  roofs  covered 
with  citizens,  viewing  the  grand  and  solemn 
speetaole.  The  procession  of  boats  in  the  har- 
bour, from  its  novelty  in  particular,  attracted 
much  attention,  and  the  wharves  and  the  rig- 
ging of  the  vessels  in  the  docks,  were  crowded 
with  spectators. 

The  corporation  made  a  provision  of  1,000 
dollars  for  each  of  the  two  infant  children  of 
Captain  Lawrence. 

An  application  to  the  British  naval  oflScer, 
Captain  Oliver,  for  permission  to  convey  the 
b'dies  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  by  water,  to 
New-York  was  shamefully  refused. 

The  following  extracts,  translated  from  a 
French  paper,  is  worthy  of  a  place  here. 

"  The  British,  who  had  tr'umphed  in  so  many  na- 
val combats,  previously  to  the  prevailing  Anifrican 
war,  have  long;  relinquished  the  practice  of  rejoicing 
for  victories  obtained  over  a  smgle  frigate.  If  an 
achievement  of  that  sort  took  place  against  any  «f 
the  European  powers,  the  detail  of  the  action  was 
merely  inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  the  papers 
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of  the  metropolis  echoed  the  narrative,  paid  a  press- 
ing compliment  to  the  cfficer,  and  the  affair  went 
off,  being  recorded  Jiro  memoria^  in  the  Naval 
Chronicle,  as  a  thing  of  course.  Votes  of  honour 
from  the  corporation  of  London,  a  sword  of  a  hun- 
dred guineas  value,  and  parliamentary  encomiums, 
were  reserved  for  the  hero  who  should  destroy  a 
Jieet.  The  battle  of  the  Nil",  that  of  Trafalgar, 
and  the  like,  were  alone  brilliant  enough  to  exc  te 
the  applause  of  a  people  grown  callous  to  common 
feats  of  renown,  and  who,  accustomed  to  vanquish 
every  thing  on  the  ocean,  believed  themselves  om- 
nipotent on  that  element.  In  the  Americans  the 
British  have  found  :n  enemy  that  has  obstructed 
the  agreeable  train  of  their  maritime  ideas.  I'he 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are  the  bf  st  seamen 
in  the  world.  Their  vificers  are  men  of  nautical 
science,  of  great  experience,  and  generally  in  the 
prime  of  life.  The  first  n  ;val  combat  of  the  war, 
marked,  not  a  simple  equality  of  skill  and  courage 
in  the  men  of  the  two  countries,  but  a  decided  su- 
periority in  favour  of  the  Americans.  If  the  Eng- 
lish pride  was  mortified  at  the  sudden  reverse  in 
the  capture  of  the  Gu  rriere,  the  whole  British  go- 
vernment was  thrown  into  cons  ernation  at  the  cap- 
ture  of  the  Macedonian,  the  Java,  the  Frolic,  and  the 
Peacock.  Such  rapid  and  successive  defeats  made 
the  cabinet  of  'it.  James  bristle  aaain  ;  it  seemed  as 
if  all  the  English  captains  were  doomed  to  pass,  one 
after  the  other,  under  the  Yankee  yoke,  or  to  the  re- 
gions of  the  dead  !" 

'"  A  triumph  gained  by  something  very  like  an 
artifice,  has  given  occasion  to  the  most  extravagant 
demonstrations  of  joy  in  London.  S.  member  of 
Parliament,  whose  name  is  Croaker^  which  in  the 
English  tongue,  signifies  a  noisy,  but  contemptible 
reptile,  has  pronounced  on  the  occasion  a  most 
preposterous  eulogium.  ^nd  the  corptiralion  of  1  on- 
dou  have  treated  the  affair  as  if  the  Ikets  of  all  the 
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world  had  been  anchored  in  the  Thames,  as  trophies 
of  their  vulour  !  Who  is  there  that  does  not  perceive 
in  this  vapouring  of  the  IslitnderSi  a  real  fear  for 
their  ultimate  navai  superiority  ?  The  Americans 
will  soon  recover  from  this  event  They  are  a  peo- 
ple that  do  not  yield  to  misfortune.  We  hdd  some 
experience  of  them  30  years  ago  ;  and  they  have 
already  evinced  that  they  have  not  degenerated." 

i  lie  bai  boTous  us.  g*  wDich  itie  crew  of  the 
Chesapeake  received  fiojn  the  eneni^ ,  when  eon- 
trvisted  with  the  treatment  which  the  bi  ave  Law- 
rence and  his  crew  observed,  when  they  were 
victors,  is  the  best  possible  comment  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Ijoth  nations. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  honourable  to  our  brave  tars,  that  on  the 
day  preceding  tlie  destruction  of  the  FeMCoek, 
the  crew  of  the  Flornet  made  a  subscription,  and 
supplied  the  prisoners  (who  had  lost  almost  eve- 
ry thing,)  with  two  shirts,  and  a  jacket  and  trow- 
sers  each. 

The  following  is  the  official  report  of  an  ex- 
traordinary event  which  occuired  June  6. 
Copy  of  letter  from  Major-general  Dearborn,  to 
the  secretary  of*  war. 
Head-Quarters^  Fort  George^  June  6,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  received  an  express  from  the  head  of 
the  lake  this  evening,  with  intelligence,  that  our 
troops,  commanded  by  Brig  Gen.  Chandler,  w  Te  at- 
tacked at  two  o'clock  this  morning  by  the  whole  of 
tlie  British  an*l  Indian  forces,  and  by  some  strange 
fatality,  ti  ough  our  loss  was  small,  (not  exceeding 
thirty  )  and  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  driven 
from  the  field,  both  Brig.  Generals  Chandler  and 
"Winder,  were  taken  prisoners.  They  had  advanced 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  a  company  of  artillery, 
when  the  attack  conimenced.  General  Vincent  is 
said  to  be  among  the  killed  of  the  enemy  ;  Colonel 
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CJarke  was  mortally  wounded,  and  fell  into  our 
hands,  with  60  prisoners  of  the  49th  British  regiment. 
The  whole  loss  of  the  enemy  is  250.  They  sent  in 
a  flag  with  a  request  to  bury  the  dead.  Gen.  Lewis, 
accompanied  by  Brig,  Gen.  Boyd,  goes  on  to  take  the 
command  of  the  adviince  troops." 

It  appears,  that  on  (Iiis  occasion,  the  advanc- 
ed giiai'd  of  the  American  arin^y  commenced  a 
sharp  skirmish  with  the  advance  of  tlie  enemy, 
iu  the  afiernooii  of  the  5th  June :  the  latter  was 
compelled  to  retreat  into  a  thick  wood.  In  the 
eveniisg,  the  Americans  took  a  position  hchind 
Stoney-ereek  ;  the  light  infantry  and  part  of  the 
rifle  corps,  on  the  right  of  the  23th  regiment, 
f<»rmed  the  righi  wing ;  the  iirtiliery,  under  Capt. 
Townson,  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre  ;  the  5th, 
16th.  and  2od  infantry,  and  some  riflemen,  the 
left;  aid  the  e.ivalry  in  the  rear;  the  picket 
guards  were  strong,  and  so  placed,  as  to  sun-ound 
the  encampment  with  cenlinels.  The  whole 
force  did  not  exceed  1000  men,  b  it  their  disposi- 
tion was  the  best  that  could  he  made.  Three 
hundred  men  were  en  amped  on  the  border  of 
the  lake,  for  the  protection  «f  the  boats. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy 
forced  the  picket,  and  attacked  the  encampment, 
in  the  dark  with  his  whole  force  of  regulars  and 
Indians.  'I'he  \miM-ic..ns  withstood  and  resisted 
the  enemy  with  sucli  rcsohUlon  and  su<'cess,  that 
when  the  day  dawned,  none  of  the  en.'mv  were 
to  be  seen,  but  the  killed  and  wounded,  who 
covered  the  iield  of  battle. 

The  attack  began  on  t)je  riglit  and  was  gal- 
lantly repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  light  troops 
and  25th  regiment,  commanded  by  M\\.  Smith. 
In  a  few  minutes  if  became  general  along  the 
whole  line,  and  was  nobly  rcturaed  by  the  a:*- 
I 
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tillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  by  Captains 
Townseud,  and  L.  Leonaid,  and  by  the  troops  of 
the  left  wing,  viz.  the  5th  under  Lieut.  Col.  Mil- 
ton, the  23d  commanded  by  Maj.  Armstrong, 
and  the  16th.  The  fire  continued  with  little  in- 
termission for  one  hour,  during  which  time  the 
enemy  attempted,  by  frequent  charges,  to  break 
our  line,  but  without  eifect,  being  obliged  to  give 
way  by  the  well  directed  fire  of  our  brave  troops. 

The  13th  and  14th  regiments  (which  had  been 
detached  the  preceding  evening)  were  active  in 
making  prisoners,  and  advanced  with  much  ar- 
t\ov  to  the  field,  in  hopes  of  sharing  wi(h  ilie 
gallant  5th,  and  22d,  23d,  and  light  troops,  the 
glory  of  another  combat.  But  the  unfortunate 
capture  of  Brig.  Gens.  Chandler  and  'Winder, 
who  were  taken  in  the  action  unknown  to  any 
part  of  the  army,  and  hurried  to  the  enem,>'s 
lines,  prevented  the  future  operations  from  be- 
ing carried  into  effl'ct,  with  the  promptitude 
which  assuredly  would  have  taken  place,  had 
either  of  thote  officers  been  present  to  com- 
mand. 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  generals 
"Winder  and  Chandler  were  prisoners,  Colonel 
James  Burn,  on  whom  the  command  devolved, 
summoned  a  council  of  war,  a  majority  of  whom 
decided,  that  the  army,  ought  to  retire  to  its 
former  position,  at  Forty-mile  creek. 

The  army  on  this  occasion  has  proved  its 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keeping  its  position  in 
a  night  attack,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indians, 
mingled  with  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  m.us- 
ketry  were  calculated  to  intimidate.  The  ene- 
my charged  repeatedly,  and  so  dark  was  the 
night,  that  our  army  could  not  distinguish  friend 
from  foo|   in   one  of  these  they   succeeded  in 
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carrying  off  a  6  pounder,  howitzer,  and  a  cais- 
son, to  the  great  mortification  of  our  brave  ar- 
tillery. It  is  presumed  it  ^vas  on  that  occasion  al- 
so that  we  lost  our  generals,  who  were  distinctly 
heard  encouraging  our  men  to  fight.  The 
squadron  of  (!ragoons  remained  formed  and  steady 
at  tlieir  posts,  but  could  not  act  on  account  of 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  thickness  oi 
the  adjacent  woods. 

Report  of  killed,,  vjounded  and  missinff,  in  the  actiors 
of  the  6th  June,  at  Stoney  Creek. 

Killed — I  sergeant,  1  corporal,  15  privates. 

Wounded— \  captuin,  I  sergeant,  2  corporals,  and 
34  privates. 

Missing — 3  brigacUer-ger.erals,  1  major,  3  captains 
\  subaltern,  9  sergeants,  4  corporals,  SO  privates. 

Total,  killed,  wounded  and  mii?sing,  lo4. 

Correct  returns  from  the  reports  of  the  different 
crorps  in  the  action  of  the  6tb  inst.  at  Stonev  Creek. 
J.  JOHISSOIS^  Ast.  Adj.  Gen. 

The  enemy  acknowledged  to  have  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  8th  or  king's  regiment,  280,  n.en  ; 
i9th  regiment,  430 — Total  regular  710,  besides 
*«  a  powerful  body  of  Indians  muler  the  Chief 
Norton."  As  the  enemy  makes  no  mention  of 
his  militia,  and  he  is  known  to  underrate  his 
actual  foi  ce  in  every  action,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  his  force,  in  tlie  engagement  at  Stoney-creek> 
Avas  very  considerable. 

The  American  army  took  up  a  position  at 
Forty- mile  creek,  10  miles  in  rear  of  the  ground 
on  which  it  had  been  attacked.  Here  it  was  join- 
ed at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  June, 
bv  a  reinforcement  undei"  tlie  command  of  Gen. 
Lewis.  At  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  hostile 
fleet  hove  in  sight ;  the  Americans  lay  on  their 
arujs  duriog  the  night.    At  dawn   of  doy  the 
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squadron  appeared  about  a  mile  from  the  shore  ^ 
about  6  o'cioek    lo\>ed    in  a  large   schooner,  (ih 
being  a  dead  calm,)  with  a\ie>v  todeslroy  a  num- 
ber of  boats   attached  to   the   American    army 
^vhich  lav  on  the  beach.     By  means  of  a  tempo- 
rary furnace,  constructed  in  lialf  an  hour,  under 
direction  of  Capt.  lot  ten,  of  the  engineers,  and 
l>^  the  successful  fire   from  4  pieces  of  artiileryt 
worked  by  ibe  Uir^n    of  Capt.  Archer  and  Tow- 
sen's  companies,  the  enem;v's  schooner  was  com- 
pelled to  retire,  vviihout  cifeeting  the  destruction 
of  the  boats.     A  party  of  Indians,   having  occu- 
pied a  commanding  eminence,  comnjcnced  an  at- 
tack (;n  the  Americans,  but  were  soon  dislodged, 
a  d  forced  to  retreat  before  a  party  of  volunteers* 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Eldiidge,   adjutant  iR 
Col.  Chrystie's    regiment.    Sir  James  Yeo,  com- 
mander of  the  enemy's  tleet,  having  failed  in  his 
attack  on  the  boats,  sent  a  flag  to  the  Americaa 
commander,  demanding  a  surrender  of  the  army ; 
to  this  a  verbal  negative  was  given.     On  the  14 tb, 
a  part  of  the  camp  equipage  and  baggage  were 
put  in    boats,  and  the  weather  being  favoura- 
ble, the  boats,  put  oS',  without  waiting  for  a  de- 
lalehment  of  200  men,  which  was  ordered  to  go 
on  board  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them,  in 
case   of  being  attacked.     It  was   a  short    time 
calm,  but  a  breeze  springing  up,  when  they  had 
progressed   about  three   miles,  they   were  borne 
down  iipo!i  by   an  armed  schojnerjthc  most  en- 
terprising kept  on  and  escaped,  others  ran  to  the 
shore  and   deserted  their  boats;   twelve  of  the 
boats,  principally  containing   baggage  of  the  of- 
iicers  and  men,  were  taken.     At  10  o'  clock,  Gen. 
Lewis  put  the  army  in  motion,  in  order  to  return 
to  Xir.gara  ;  the    Canadian    militia   and  savages 
hung  on  their  Hanks  and  rear,  during  the  retreat. 
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Lieut.   Col.    Bcerstler  was    detached   on  the 
evening  of  23d  June,  with  570  men,  lo  a  place 
called  15eaver-dams,  ahout  9  miles  from  Queens- 
town,  to  disperse  a  body  of  the  enemy  collected 
there.     The  enemy's   force    was   understood  ta 
consist  of  above  80  regulars,  150  or  200  militia, 
and  50  or  60  Indians.     Col.  Bcerstler's  detach- 
ment reached  within  about  two  miles  of  Beaver- 
dams,  at  8  o'clock  in   the  morning,  when  it  was 
attacked  from  an   ambuscade,  consisting  of  50O 
regulars,  and  100  Indians,  but  soon  repulsed  the 
enemy,  and  then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent 
an  express  for  reinforcements.     A  reinforcement 
of  300  men,    under  command  of  Col.  Chrysticy 
was  quickly  marclied  to  the  aid  of  Col.  Bcerst- 
ler;  but,  on  arriving  at    Queenstown,  was  in- 
Ibrmed,  that  Lieut.  Col.  Bcerstler,  witii  his  com- 
mand, had  surrendered  to  the  enemy.     The  re- 
inforcement returned  to  camp.     The  American 
troops  fought  with  great  bravery  for  two  hours, 
while  surrounded  by  superior  numbers.     General 
Dearborn,  in  his  official  statenient,  dated  at  Fort 
George,  June  25th,  expresses  his  surprise,  *«  why 
it   should  have  been  deemed  proper  to  remaiw 
several  hours  in  a  position  surrounded  by  woods, 
without  either  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  eifect- 
ing  a  retreat,   remains  to  be  accounted  for,  as 
well  as  the  project  of  waiting  for  a  reinforcements 
from  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles."    This- 
difficulty  was  soon  cleared  up  by  Major  Chapin,. 
who  commanded  the  militia  at  the  battle  of  Bea- 
ver-dams, but   who  arrived  at  Buffaloe  in  the- 
night  of  the  13th   July,  having,  together  witb 
Iiis  company,  escaped  from  the  enemy,  after  be- 
ing prisoners  of  war.     Capt.  Chapin  stated,  that 
the  enemy  was  considerably  superior  in  number^ 
3ot withstanding   which,    Lieut.^  Col.    BeeFstkst 
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would  have  been  able  to  maintain  his  position,  or 
cut  a  passage  through  the  enemy,  so  as  to  effect 
a  ret)  eat ;  hut  at  this  juncture  a  Mi-itish  officei* 
rode  up  and  demanded  the  sin  render  cf  the  A- 
merican  putty.  'I'he  densand  Avas  mude;.  he  said, 
to  prevent  the  eftusion  of  blood.  He  assejted 
also,  upon  his  honour,  and  declared  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  the  British  regular  force 
was  double  that  of  the  American,  and  that  the 
Indians  wt  re  700  in  number.  Lieut.  Col.  Boirst- 
ler,  under  a  belief  of  these  facts,  and  thinking  it 
impracticable  to  get  off  the  wounded,  :v^ horn  he 
w  s  unwillin;^  to  abandon  to  the  mercy  of  the  sa- 
vages, and  deeming  it  extremely  uncertain  whe- 
ther a  retreat  could  be  cfFectcd,  thought  proper 
to  agree  to  terms  of  capitulation,  whicli  were  at 
length  signed  by  himself  en  the  oue  part,  and  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Bishop  on  the  other. 

Cant.  Chapiu  makes  the  following  statement : 

"  1  he  articles  cf  capitulation  were  no  sooner  signr 
ed,  than  they  were  violated.  The  Indians  imnitdi- 
ately  commenct^d  their  depredations,  and  plundered 
the  officers  of  their  side  arms.  The  soldiers  too 
Were  stripped  of  f  very  aiiicle  of  clothing  to  which  th& 
savages  took  a  fancy,  such  as  hats,  coats,  shoet.  Sec." 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  it  was  stipulat- 
ed that  the  w<  unded  should  be  taken  good  care 
of,  t!ie  ofiic«>rs  be  permitted  to  retain  their  side- 
arms,  private  propeny  be  respected,  attd  the  mi- 
litiii  imm^diate!y  paroHed.  How  chara  teristie 
of  a  sav;-ge  and  faithless  enemy  was  this  shame- 
ful violation  ofhonour  and  good  faith. 

Mvjcr  Chapin  and  his  corps  were  detained  un- 
der guard  at  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  nd 
attention  piid  to  ilic  article  of  capitulatjoi>, 
"Which  provided  for  their  being  paroikd.     On  lJit> 
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12tli  inst.  they  were  ordered  down  the  lake  to 
Kingston  ;  for  which  place  they  were  emharked 
in  two  boats,  accompanied  hy  a  guard  of  15  men, 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant.  Ihirteen 
of  the  men,  with  the  iieutennnt,  were  stationed 
in  the  forward  boat  with  Major  Chapin  and  the 
other  officers,  Avhile  the  remaining  two,  (a  ser- 
geant and  one  man.)  took  the  direction  of  the  other 
boat,  which  contained  the  soldiers.  An  agree- 
ment had  been  entered  into,  previous  to  their  de- 
parture, of  seizing  the  first  opportunity  that  of- 
ferred  to  regain  their  liberty,  which  they  deter- 
mined to  elTeet,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  W  hea 
they  were  within  about  12  miles  of  York,  the 
boat  wijieh  was  filled  with  the  prisoners,  was 
rowed  by  th;'m  along  side  the  other,  under  pre- 
tence of  taking  somediing  to  drink.  The  signal 
being  given,  tiiey  sprang  upon  the  guard,  who 
little  expected  smh  a  manceuvre,  and  in  a  short 
time  disarmed  them,  and  gained  possession  of 
the  boats.  They  immediately  altered  their  course 
fro (II  Kingston  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  after  row- 
ing hard  for  most  of  the  night,  and  escaping  with 
difficulty  f;om  one  of  the  enemy's  schooners^ 
which  gave  them  chase,  ariived  in  safety  with 
their  pi'isoners,  at  the  American  garrison. 

Th"  following  extract  of  a  private  letter  from 
Fort  GeQi'g«',  made  its  appearance  in  a  public 
newspaper,  i?)  the  first  week  in  \ugust : 

"  A  large  boat  arrived  two  days  since  from  Little 
York,  containing  one  lieutenant,  and  8  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  militia,  captured  by  8  of  our  men,  (3 
regulars,  ;^nd  5  mili  iu,)  taken  at  Beaver  Dams.  The 
lieutenant  and  his  party  were  conducting  them  to 
Kingston — our  men  rose  on  the  English  and  broughl 
them  in  here.  Another  boat,  with  14  of  Roersthr'a 
men,  has  just  come  in  from  York,  bringing  wiija 
them  their  ceolinelj  and  one  otner  person.'' 
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It  would  be  an  unpardonable  injustice  to  tli& 
brave  Chapin  not  to  give  his  own  report  of  this 
heroic  escape.  The  following  is  a  eojiy  of  his 
letter  to  Gen.  Dearborn,  dated  Fort  George, 
June  13th,  1813. 

«  Sir — I  have  just  arrived  from  my  confinement  ia 
Canada,  with  my  men,  without  our  parole.  Our  re- 
turn happened  in  the  following  manner  :  I  received 
orders  at  Burlington  heights  on  Monday  morning,  to 
go  to  Kingston — We  set  off  accordingly  under  the 
care  of  a  guard  of  16  men.  I  had  with  me  28  men: 
We  all  went  on  very  quietly  till  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  at  which  time  1  gave  a  signal  to  attack  the 
guard,  which  were  stationed  in  the  following  order  : 
A  sergeant  and  one  man  in  the  boat  with  my  men,  a 
lieutenant  and  13  men  in  the  boat  with  me  and  two 
officers.  At  the  signal,  my  men  ran  along  side-  of  the 
boat  I  was  in.  Lieut.  Showers  ordered  them  to  fall 
astern.  I  ordered  them  on  board — at  which  time  the 
officer  attempted  to  draw  his  sword  1  seized  him  by 
the  neck  and  threw  him  on  his  back — two  of  his  men 
drew  their  bayonets  upon  me — I  immediately  seized 
both  bayonets  at  the  same  instant,  and  threw  them 
©n  the  top  of  the  officer,  and  kept  all  down  together; 
at  the  same  moment,  my  men  seized  the  g'vrd,  and 
wrested  from  them  their  arms — we  then,  having  pos- 
session of  the  arms,  changed  our  course,  and  arriv<  d 
here  this  morning  half  after  two  o'clock,  all  safe.  We 
have  brought  two  boats  with  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  youp 
obedient  servant, 

CYRENUS  CHA.PIN." 

On  the  lltb  July,  1813,  250  British  regulars 
crossed  the  Niagara,  below  Black  Rock,  moved 
up  towards  that  place,  and  marched  far  above 
(he  navy-yard,  before  any  alarm  was  given.  The 
detached  militia,  being  surprised,  retreated  up 
the  beacb,  und  left  the  enemy  iu  quiet  possessios 
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of  the  village,  who  proceeded  to  burn  the  sailors' 
barracks  and  bloik-houses  at  the  great  battery  ; 
they  then  proceeded  to  the  batteries,  disnrounted 
and  spiked  three  tZ  pounders,  and  took  away 
three  lield-pieees,  and  one  12  pounder;  they  toc.k 
from  the  store-house  a  quantity  of  whiske^j,  salt, 
fiour,  pork,  6i.c.  which,  with  four  citizens,  they 
took  across  the  river.  At  the  first  nionsent  of 
the  alarm,  Gen.  Porter  left  Black  Rock  for  Buf- 
faloe ;  at  which  place  he  assembled  a  body  of 
volunteers,  and  a  few  regulars,  which  with  100 
militia,  and  25  Indians,  formed  a  junction  aboufe 
a  mile  from  the  enemy.  After  being  formed 
with  the  militia  and  Indians  on  the  flanks,  and 
the  volunteers  and  regulars  in  the  centre,  they 
attacked,  and  the  enemy,  after  a  contest  of  20 
minutes,  retreated  in  the  utmost  confusion,  to  the 
beach,  embarked  in  several  of  our  boats,  and 
pulled  for  the  opposite  shore;  all  the  boats  got 
off  without  injury,  except  the  last,  which  suffered 
severely  from  our  fire,  and  from  appearance, 
nearly  all  the  men  in  her  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  British  lost  8  killed  on  the  field,  be- 
sides those  killed  and  wounded  in  the  boats.  The 
Americans  took  15  prisoners,  who  were  sent  to 
Batavia.  On  the  American  side,  sergeant  Hart- 
man,  Jonathan  Thompson,  and  Joseph  Wright, 
were  killed,  and  5  wounded,  two  of  which  were 
Indians. 

On  the  7th  July,  the  enemy  attacked  a  guard 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Fort  George,  when 
Lieut.  Eldridge,  with  39  men,  who  volunteered 
under  him,  went  to  relieve  ihem  ;  but.  in  his  zeal 
to  execute  the  order,  be  unexpectedly  found 
himself  surrounded  in  the  wood  by  Indians,  who 
opened  a  deadly  fire  upon  liis  Mttle  corps,  which 
cut  down  18 — a  few  fled,  and  the  vemaiuder  were 
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taken  by  iLe  Indians,  and  stripped,  scalped,  and 
mangled  in  a  horrid  manner.  Onlj  9  oi*  the 
corps  escaped. 

During  the  night  of  the  ilh  Julj,  a  party  of 
the  enemy,  consisting,  according  to  the  British 
account,  of  41  men,  but  known  (o  exceed  that 
number,  passed  over  in  boats  from  Chippawa  to 
Fort  Schlosser,  which  was  guarded  by  only  13 
men,  whom  the  enemy  niade  prisoners,  together 
with  three  of  the  citizens;  and  also  succeeded  in 
carrying  off  some  ilour,  salt  pork,  wbiskey,  6i.c. ; 
one  brass  six  pounder,  a  few  stands  of  arms, 
some  ball-cartridges,  6«LC.  with  which  they  has- 
tily retired.  The  enemy  being  reinforced,  re- 
turned on  the  succeeding  evening  to  complete  the 
plundering,  which  his  hurry  and  fears  compelled 
him  to  leave  unlinished  during  his  first  visit,  but 
observing  a  guard,  he  retreated  without  attempt- 
ing to  land. 

A  body  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  200 
men,  besides  Indians,  attacked  the  pickets  at 
Fort  George,  on  the  I7th  July,  but  were  brave- 
ly repulsed,  after  a  contest  of  one  hour.  Al- 
though this  affair  was  not  otherwise  of  much 
consequence,  it  was  in  a  degree  so,  inasmuch  as 
it  gave  a  full  opportunity  of  testing  the  conduct 
of  the  American  officers  engaged ;  as  it  was 
fought  in  detachments.  Col.  Scott  had  command 
of  the  troops  on  this  occasion.  Gen.  Boyd,  in 
his  olftcial  report,  highly  extolled  the  aetivity 
and  bravery  of  those  engaged,  particularly  Ma^ 
jors  Cummins,  and  Armstrong;  Captains  Yan- 
deursen,  Madi^oti.  Birdsall,  and  Towson. 

A  declaration  of  war,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  was  issued  by  the  Six  Nations  of  New- 
York  Indians,  immediately  after  the  invasion  ©f 
the  state  by  the  British, 
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DECLARATION  OF  WAR. 

BY     THE    SIX    NATIONS    OF    INDIANS. 

We,  t!ie  Chiefs  and  Councillors  of  tiie  Six  Na- 
Uons  of  Indians,  residing  in  the  state  of  New-York, 
do  hereby  proclaim  to  all  the  War  Chiefs  and  War- 
riors of  the  Six  Nations,  that  WAR  is  declared  on 
our  pATt,  against  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada. 

Therefore,  we  do  hereby  command  and  advise  all 
the  War  Chiefs  to  call  forth  iinmedititcjy  the  Wuv- 
riors  under  them,  and  put  them  in  motion,  to  proiect 
cheir  rights  and  liberties,  which  our  brethrt  ii,  the 
Americans,  are  now  defending. 

(Signed)  By  (he  Gi and  Comicitlors, 

Major-General  Dearborn  had  been  far  some 
lime  in  a  state  of  ill  health.  On  the  li3th  July 
be  was  superceded  in  the  command  of  the  army 
on  the  \ia{;a  a  frontier;  and  was  succeeded  by 
Gen.  Bo\d,  the  second  in  command.  On  this 
occasion,  the  general  received  a  very  affi'ctionate 
add  "ess  from  General  Boyd,  and  the  oilier  officers 
serving  at  Fort  Genrge.  As,  however,  the 
cau>ie  of  the  general's  dismissal  was  the  object 
of  various  conjecture,  the  following  extract  from 
the  general  order,  issued  on  the  occasion,  will 
give  to  the  reader  all  the  satisf  ction  in  our  pow- 
er to  communicate. 

"  The  major-general  commanding,  having  receiv- 
ed orders  from  the  secretary  of  war,  to  retire  from 
the  command  of  this  army  until  his  health  shall  be 
rc-eslciblished,  and  until  further  orders — ihe  com- 
mand devolves  on  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd.  Were  the  ma- 
jor-general permitted  to  consult  his  own  feelings,  no 
consideration  could  induce  him  to  leave  the  army  at 
this  important  crisis  ;  but  the  first  duty  of  a  soldier 
is  to  obey  his  superiors."* 

About  the  i.?th  or  l<i(h  of  July,  two  private 
armed  buats>  each  carrying  a  6  or  8  poundei> 
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and  50  men,  sailed  from  Sat'kett's  Harbour,  to 
cruise  in  the  St.  Laicrence  /  On  Monday,  the 
19iJi,  (lie.y  fell  in  witli  h  gun-boat,  carrying  a 
6  jiouiid  carronade,  convoying  15  of  the  enemy's 
b-iiteiiux.  captii.vd  them  without  the  loss  of  a 
m  til,  asKl  b.'oug'il  them  into  Cranberry  Creek, 
about  1 9  niih's  ahove  Ogdensburgli.  The  bat- 
tta  jx  JiHJl  oa  board  230  barrels  itork,  300  bags 
pilot  bj-ead,  ammunition.  6cc.  bound  from  Montre- 
al to  Kingston.  On  I'uesday  nmining,  3  of  tiie 
enemy's  gun-boats,  with  250  soIdi«-rs  from  Fres- 
eot,  arrived  off  the  cret-k,  and  landed  their  men. 
The  privateersmen  had  hardly  time  to  eonstruel 
a  bri'ast-work  of  their  6;/"^  of  filot  breath  be- 
fore they  were  attacked  by  200  of  the  enemy ; 
and  strange  to  tell,  after  an  obr^tinate  engage- 
ment, in  which  from  40  to  60  of  the  enem>  were 
killed,  his  force  retreated  precipitately  to  their 
boats,  except  15,  who  took  to  the  woods,  and 
were  pursued.  The  Ametican  l(»ss  was  trilling, 
though  it  is  not  specified.  Sixty-seven  British 
prisoners,  captured  in  the  batteaux  and  gun  boat, 
arrived  at  Watertovvn  on   Tuesday  evening. 

The  enjployment  of  Indians  by  the  enemy 
rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  attach  the 
friendly  Indians  to  the  army  of  the  U.  States. 
On  this  occasion  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
proving  that  the  savag'-  can  abstain  from  those 
b.irbarous  acts,  which  the  enemy  mrst  have  en- 
couraged, or  certainly  did  not  attempt  to  pre- 
vent. 

A  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Chajiin.  had  a  skiimish  with  the 
enemy,  near  Fort  Gs  orge,  on  the  17th  August, 
in  which  the  latter  was  defeated,  and  complete- 
ly routed.  Tiie  \merican  Indians  captured  13 
Qf  the  British  Indians,  and  four  whites.     The 
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Indians,  in  a  council  held  M'ith  them  previous  (o 
this  affair,  covenanted  not  to  scalp  or  murder. 
Their  bravery  in  battle  was  as  conspicuous  as 
iheir  huuianity  to  the  vanquished;  no  insult  was 
offered  even  to  the  dead. 

At  day  break  on  the  S-^th  August,  the  enemy, 
M'ith  liis  whole  force,  commanded  by  Sir  George 
Pi-evost,  drove  in  all  the  American  pickets  at 
Fort  Geoi'gc.  A  skirmish  ensued  in  the  vil- 
lage, with  little  effeot,  when  the  enemy  retired, 
leaving  15  oT  his  men  dead  on  the  iield,  and  a 
few  prisoners,  including  a  captain  of  the  i9th. 
The  Americans  lost  two  men  killed,  and  a  few 
wounded. 

The  pain  of  being  compelled  to  relate  tlie  bar- 
barity of  a  faithless  enemy,  on  almost  every  oc- 
casion where  he  ha<l  power,  is  pleasi-igly  miti- 
gated by  the  contrast  which  the  acts  of  Ameri- 
can soldiers  and  seamen  produce.  Among  the 
many,  too  numerous  for  recollection  op  detail, 
the  following  will  be  read  with  satisfaction : 

On  the  2lst  September,  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, principally  of  the  village  of  Buffaloe,  em- 
barked for  Sugar  Loaf,  (about  li  miles  from 
Fort  Erie.)  under  command  of  Major  Chapin, 
with  an  intentioii  to  surprise  and  capture  a  Bri- 
tish guard,  commanded  by  Col.  Warren.  The 
colonel  had  anticipated  the  attack,  and  had 
withdrawn  himself  and  guard  from  the  lake 
some  miles,  into  the  interior  of  the  country. — 
The  party  took  several  prisoners,  who  were  im- 
mediately paroled  ;  and  34  barrels  of  flour,  and 
a  b.ile  of  blankets,  all  of  which  was  the  proper- 
ty of  government.  There  were  several  hundred 
barrels  of  flour  at  the  mills,  but  there  being  no 
proof  of  its  being  public  property,  it  was  not  ta- 
ken.    The  conduct  of  Major  Chapin,  in  all  his 
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incursions  into  the  enemy's  territory,  lias  been 
stricHy  honourable  ;  eai-eiully  distinguishing  be- 
tween friends  and  enemies  ;  justly  discriminating 
between  public  and  private  properly. 

The  American  lleet,  under  command  of  Com- 
modore Chauneey,  went  out  of  the  inner  har- 
bour of  Saclictt's  Harbour,  the  19th  July,  1813, 
and  sailed  soon  ai'terwai d.  'ilie  tieet  stretched 
over  for  the  enemy's  shore,  and  from  thence 
stood  up  the  lake,  and  arrived  off  Niagara,  in 
the  evening  of  the  271h  July.  Com.  Chauneey 
being  infcirmed  that  the  enemy  had  a  consider- 
able deposit  of  provisions  and  stores  at  Burling- 
ton-bay, had  determined  to  attempt  their  destruc- 
tion. Having  taken  on  board  250  infantry,  the 
ileet  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  but  ow- 
ing to  light  winds  and  calms,  did  not  arrive  to 
an  anchorage  before  the  evening  of  the  29ih. — 
'i'wo  parties  were  sent  on  shore,  who  took  some 
or  the  inhabitants,  from  whom  they  learned, 
that  the  enemy  was  lately  reinforced,  and  that 
he  had  from  COO  to  800  regulars.  The  troops 
were,  however,  lan(!ed  the  next  morning,  toge- 
ther with  some  marines  and  sailors ;  but,  on  re- 
connoitering  the  enemy's  position,  lie  was  found 
posted  upon  a  peninsula  of  high  ground,  strong- 
ly intrenched,  and  his  camp  defended  by  about 
8  pieces  of  cannon.  It  was  judged  inexpedient 
to  attack  him  with  a  force  scarcely  half  his 
numbers,  and  without  artillery.  The  men 
were  re-embarked  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon ;  and  the  fleet  weighed  in  the  evening, 
and  stood  for  York,  in  the  harbour  of  which 
place  it  ancliored  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  On 
the  Slst,  the  schooners  sailed  into  the  upper 
harbour;  the  marines  and  soldiers,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Scott?  landed  without  op- 
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position,  (upwards  of  400  men  of  the  enemy  hav- 
ing left  York  for  the  head  of  the  lake,  two  days 
previous  to  liie  disemharkation.)  Several  liun- 
dred  harrels  of  flour  and  provisions  were  found 
in  the  puhlic  store-house  ;  also  5  pieces  of  ean- 
non,  11  boats,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  shells,  and 
other  stores;  all  of  which  were  either  destroyed 
or  taken  away — a  few  prisoners  were  taken. 
The  troops  were  re-embarked  on  the  1st  August, 
having  previously  burned  the  barracks,  and  pub- 
lic store-houses — the  expedition  arrived  at  Ni- 
agara on  the  3d. 

On  the  7th  August,  at  day-light.  Commodore 
Chauncey  discovered  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
2  ships,  3  brigs,  and  3  large  schooners,  on  Lake 
Ontario.  He  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and 
manceuvred  to  gain  the  wind.  Both  fleets  con- 
tinned  to  manoeuvre  for  several  hours,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  each  other  of  about  5  or  6  miles. 
Commodore  Chauncey  endeavouring  in  vain  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  action.  Toward  night  it 
became  quite  calm,  during  which  time  the  Com- 
modore endeavoured  to  reach  the  enemy  by 
sweeps,  but  without  success.  Wind,  during  the. 
night,  Mas  very  squally.  At  day-light,  on  the 
8th,  discovered  that  2  of  the  schooners,  the 
Hamilton  and  Scourge,  mounting  together  IJ* 
f^uns,  had  foundered,  and  every  soul  on  board 
them,  except  16,  perished.  This  accident  gave 
the  enemy  a  decided  advantage,  yet  the  Commo- 
dore off*ered  him  battle,  which  was  declined. — 
In  the  afternoon  the  wind  fell  away,  and  the 
Commodore  again  endeavoured  to  reach  the  ene- 
my by  means  of  his  sweeps,  but  was  again  un- 
successful. During  the  afternoon,  the  enemy, 
taking  advantage  of  a  wind  which  sprang  up, 
and  brought  him  to  windward,  eiMlcavourcd  to 
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cut  off  tlic  American  schooner,  but  thoj  wci'*! 
able  to  eome  into  their  station  before  he  could 
reach  them.  Aight  coming  on,  and  the  weather, 
as  on  tlie  former  niglit,  squall},  the  Commo- 
dore, to  guard  against  further  accident,  as  well 
as  to  afford  some  rest  to  his  men,  who  had  been 
40  hours  at  quarters,  ran  in  towards  Niagara, 
and  anchored  outside  the  bar.  Here  he  received 
«n  board,  and  distributed  in  different  vessels,  150 
men,  to  aid  in  boarding,  in  case  he  could  close 
>vith  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  duy-light  on  the  9th,  lie  discovered 
the  enenij',  weiglicd  anclior,  and  stood  after  hinn 
The  winds  were  light  and  variable,  and  before 
noon  quite  calm  ;  at  5  P.  M.  the  wind  sprang  up, 
pursued  the  probable  coarse  of  the  enemj  during 
the  night.  In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  discov- 
ered tlie  enemy  and  gave  him  chase ;  before  the 
'tviud  changed,  brought  the  enemy  to  wimhvard, 
by  which  he  was  again  enabled  to  avoid  an  ac- 
tion. Both  fleets  continued  manceuvring  until 
11,  when  a  firing  commenced  between  both  fleets. 
The  >>ind  favoured  the  enemy,  and  enabled  him 
to  effect  one  pui'posc  of  all  his  long  and  cowardly 
manceuvring,  by  separating  two  vessels  from 
the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  and  capturing 
the  Growler  and  Julia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  Commodore 
got  sight  of  the  enemy,  but  he  still  refused  bat- 
tle, notwithstanding  his  increased  advantage,  by 
the  capture  of  2  vessels,  and  a  wind  favourahle 
to  him.  A  gale  coming  on.  Commodore  Chaun- 
«ey  returned  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  to  obtain  pro- 
■^isions,  ot  which  his  ships  was  nearly  desti- 
tute. 

On  the  rill  September,  the  eneniy's  squadron, 
linder  commancl  of  Captaia  Yeo,  was  discoverwi 
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close  ia  with  the  Niagara  river.  Commodore 
Chauneey's  fleet  immediately  weighed  anchor, 
and  prejiared  for  action.  TIjc  enesny  sailed  to 
the  noi'thward  ;  The  Commodore  in  pursuit. — ■ 
The  pursuit  was  continued  all  round  the  lake, 
until  the  morning  oF  the  12th,  wlien  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  getting  into  Amherst-buy.  During 
the  chase,  there  was  a  running  fight,  off  Genes- 
see  river,  which  continued  three  and  a  half  hours  ; 
the  enemy  suffered  much  ;  the  Americans  did 
not  loose  a  man. 

Commodore  Chauneey  continued  to  hlockade 
the  enemy  in  Amherst-hay,  until  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, when  a  heavy  wind  from  the  westward 
favoured  iiis  escape  into  Kingston  ;  and  the  Ame- 
rican fleet  returned  to  Sackett's  Harbour.  Af- 
ter a  few  hours  delay  at  Sackelt's  Harbour,  Com- 
modore Chauneey  sailed  again  for  Niagara, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  2ith.  On  the  19th  he 
saw  the  enemy  off  the  False  Ducks,  hut  took  no 
notice  of  him,  in  hope  that  he  might  follow  the 
Commodore  up  the  lake. 

On  the  2Cth  September,  Commodore  Chaun- 
eey learned  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  in  York- 
bay ;  he  prepared  to  weigli,  but  was  prevented 
from  getting  out  of  the  river  before  the  evening 
of  the  27th.  On  the  28th  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered under  way  in  Yoi-k-bay.  The  Ameri- 
cans formed  a  line  for  battle,  and  run  doMn  for 
the  enemy^s  centre.  The  enemy  emleavoured  to 
avoid  an  action.  At  10  minutes  \rd.si  12,  tlie 
enemy,  in  order  to  save  his  two  rear  vessels, 
was  compelled  to  tack  in  succession,  beginning 
at  his  van,  when  he  hoisted  his  colours,  and  com- 
menced a  lire  on  Comm«tdore  Chauncey's  flag> 
ship,  the  General  Pike,  for  the  purpose  of  co» 
Bering  his  tear,  and  attacking   the  Americais. 
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rear  as  he  passed  to  leeward.  By  a  happy  m9t 
noeuvre,  Coniniodore  Chauncey  defeated  (his  part 
«f  Ihe  adversary's  plan,  when  the  laUer  bore 
away.  The  American  sliips,  however,  closed  so 
near  as  to  bring  their  guns  to  bear  ;  and  in  20 
minutes,  the  main  and  mizen  topmasts,  and 
main  yard  of  the  Wolf  were  shot  away.  This 
ship  immediately  put  before  the  wind,  and  set  all 
sail  upon  his  main  inast ;  and,  by  keeping  dead 
before  the  wind,  was  enabled  to  escape.  The 
chase  was  continued  until  near  3  P.  M.  during 
Avhi*  h  time  the  Commodore's  ship  kept  withiu 
point  blank  shot  of  the  enemy,  and  sustained  the 
^vhole  of  his  fire,  during  the  chase. 

At  15  minutes  past  ?>,  the  Commodore  was 
obliged  to  give  up  the  chase :  his  ship  was  mak- 
ing water  so  fast,  that  it  required  all  his  pumps 
to  keep  her  clear  ;  and  others  of  his  vessels  were 
much  damaged.  The  enemy*s  fleet  Mas  within 
six  miles  of  the  head  of  the  lake,  wheie,  owing 
to  the  stifTues^i  of  the  gale,  both  fleets  might  go 
ashore  at  a  place  in  possession  of  the  enemy. — 
The  Commodore,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
proceed  to  Niagara.  The  General  Pike  suffer- 
ed a  considerable  loss  of  men.  among  whom 
"were  22  killed  or  wounded,  by  the  bursting  of  a 
gun.  On  the  1st  Oetuber,  the  Commodore  sail- 
ed agam  from  Niagara,  taking  under  convoy  se- 
Tcral Ijoats  with  troops  for  Sacketl*s  Harbour. 
Having  convoyed  these  as  far  as  it  was  deemed 
necessary  for  their  safety,  he  left  them  to  pro- 
ceed coastwise;  and  he  bent  his  course  in  search 
•f  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d  October,  at  10  A.  M.  the  enemy 
■was  discovered  steering  a  course  for  NiagarSf 
Commodore  Chauncey  ordered  a  chase — the  en- 
<Piny  avoided^  ao  engagement  as  usual,  and  yat^- 
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i^r  ahead  by  sun  down.  On  llic  inoniing  of  the 
3d.  tljc  enemy  was  discovered  at  anehoi*  close  in 
with  the  hind,  between  Twelve  and  'J  wenty  mil© 
creeks,  but  made  sail,  on  discoverin,^  the  Ameri- 
can ileet.  The  eliase  continued  all  day  :  the  en- 
emy could  barely  be  made  out  from  the  mast- 
head by  sun-down.  At  day-light,  on  the  ith, 
lie  could  not  be  seen.  The  Commodore,  sus- 
pecting that  the  enemy,  availing  himself  of  a 
very    dark    night,   had   shaped    his    course    fop 

Kingston,  directed   his  course  for  the  Ducks 

At  3  P.  M.  the  Commodore  discovered  7  sail 
near  the  false  Ducks,  gave  chase,  and  at  4 
o'clock,  discovered  them  to  be  sloops  and  schoon- 
ers. At  5  P.  iM.  gained  considerably  on  them, 
which  the  enemy  perceiving,  he  took  the  men 
out  of  a  slow  sailing  gun-bout,  and  then  burned 
her  to  prevent  her  capture.  At  sundown,  when 
opposite  the  Real  Ducks,  the  Hamilton,  (late 
Growler,)  Confiance,  (late  Julia.)  and  IMary- 
Anne,  struck  their  colours,  and  were  taken  pos- 
session off*.  The  Drummond  soon  aftci'  struck 
to  the  Sylph  ;  and  on  the  following  morning,  the 
Sylph  took  possession  of  the  Lady  Goree.  But 
one  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  a  small  schooner,  es- 
eaped.  and  she  owed  her  safety  to  the  darkness 
of  the  night. 

Commodore  Chauneey  proceeded  to  Sackett's 
Harbour  with  his  prizes.  The  captured  vessels 
mounted  from  1  to  3  guns  each,  and  were  re- 
turning with  troops  from  the  head  of  the  lake. 
The  following  are  the  number  and  description 
of  troops  of  the  enemy  made  prisoners  on  this 
occasion  viz.  1  major,  1  captain,  3  subalterns^ 
1  surgeon,  10  sergeants,  i  drummers,  203  rani: 
and  file,  of  De  Wattevile's  regiment ;  1  lieu- 
Udiiatf  %  master's  laatesj  3^  eeamcB  aud  wsi%^ 
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rines,  of  the  royal  navy ;  and  4  sailing-masters 
of  the  provincial  navy.  The  enemy's  squadron 
was  seen  going  into  Kingston  the  same  evening. 

It  was  cause  of  much  surprise  that  the  Bri- 
tish were  permitted  to  obtain  an  ascendancy  as 
to  actual  force  on  the  lakes  Champlain.  Ontario, 
and  Erie;  if  they  did  not  make  all  the  use  of 
their  numerical  superiority  which  they  ought  (o 
have  made,  it  must  remain  for  themselves  to 
explain.  Commodore  Yeo  was  brave  and  an 
experienced  officer.  His  ajiparently  cowardly^ 
conduct  on  Lake  Ontario,  must  have  been  the 
result  of  his  private  instructions.  It  must  be 
confessed,  that  this  surmise  is  ill  supported  when 
contrasted  with  the  policy  of  the  British  com- 
manders on  lakes  Champlain  and  Erie.  On 
both  these  lakes,  the  enemy  reckoned  on  suecess;^ 
as  what  must  certainly  result  from  his  superior 
tactics,  supported  by  a  superior  force.  He  did 
try  his  strength  and  talents  against  the  Yan- 
kees, and  with  his  ships  and  invincibility,  hand- 
ed over  to  the  Yankees,  all  the  laurels  which 
were  gleaned  from  every  other  naval  power.— 
The  American  Mar,  on  the  sea  and  the  lakes,  has 
disgraced,  degraded,  and  humbled  the  proud 
mistress  of  the  deep,  and  raised  the  aspiring 
and  noble  minded  American  to  a  height,  which 
every  nation  in  the  world,  except  England,  has 
witnessed  with  a  pleasure  or  enthusiasm,  that 
speaks  a  language  to  the  Briton,  not  equivocal^ 
but  galling,  dreadful,  ominous. 

For  some  time,  the  enemy  assumed,  and  iir 
fact,  held  the  command  of  Lake  Erie.  His 
fleet  was  commanded  by  an  officer  of  experience^ 
who  tauntingly  boasted  of  his  superiority --i- 
Commodore  (»liver  H.  Perry  was  appointed  to 
take  command  of  the  American  lleet»    The  fQi>^ 
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lowing  extract  of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  was  dated  ith  August,  and  au- 
uounced  his  intention  of  meeting  the  enemy. 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informiDg  you,  that  I 
have  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  bar,  the  U.  S. 
vessels,  the  Lawrence,  Niagara,  Caledonia,  Ariel, 
Scorpion,  Somers,  Tigress,  and  Porcupine  The 
enemy  have  been  in  sight  all  day,  and  are  now  about 
4  leagues  from  us.  We  shall  sail  in  pursuit  of  them 
at  3  to-morrow  morning." 

The  following  otficial  letters  from  the  Com- 
modore, are  proofs  of  the  modesty,  as  the  result 
of  the  engagement  was,  of  the  untlauntcd  hero- 
ism and  naval  skill  of  this  great  commander. 

Copy  of  a  letter  froin   Commodore  Perry  to  the  Sec> 
retary  of  the  J^'avy. 

U.  S.  brig  Niagara,  ofF  the  Western 
Sifters,  Head  of  Lake  Erie,  Sept. 
10,  1813,  4  P.  M 
Sir, — It  has   pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  a  signal  victory  over  their 
enemies  on  this   lake.     The  British  squadron,   con- 
sisting of  2   ships,  2  brigs,   1  schooner,  and  I  sloop, 
have  this  moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under  my 
command,  after  a  sharp  conflict.     I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  Sec. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from   Com.  Perry   to  the   Secretary 
of  the  A''avy. 
U.  S.  schooner  Ariel,  Put-in-Bay,  13th 
Sept.  1813. 
Sir, — In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  we  had  cap- 
tured the  enemy's    fle?t    on   this  lake.     I  have  now 
the  honour  to  give  you  the  most  important  particulars 
of  the  action.     On  the  morning  of  the   lOtli  inst.  at 
sun-rise    they    were   discovered  from  Put-in-Bay, 
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when  I  lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  ipy 
command.  We  got  under  way,  the  wind  light  at  S. 
\V.  and  stood  for  them.  At  10  a.  m.  the  wind  haul- 
ed to  S.  E.  and  brought  us  to  windward  ;  formed 
the  line  and  bore  up.  At  15  minutes  before  12,  the 
enemy  commenced  firing ;  at  5  minutes  before  12, 
the  action  commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns,  and 
its  being  mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  I  made 
sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow,  for 
the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy.  Every 
brace  and  bowline  being  soon  shot  away,  she  became 
unmanageable,  notwithstanding  the  great  exertions 
of  the  sailing-master.  Iq  this  situation  she  sustain- 
ed the  action  upwards  of  two  hours,  within  canister 
distance,  until  every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and 
the  greater  part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Finding  she  could  no  longer  annoy  the  enemy, 
I  left  her  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Yarnell,  who,  I  was 
convinced  from  the  bi'avery  already  displayed  by 
him,  would  do  what  would  comport  with  the  honour 
of  the  flag.  At  half  past  2,  the  wind  springing  up, 
Capt.  Elliot  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Ni- 
agara, gallantly  into  close  action ;  1  immediately 
went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated  my  wish, 
by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schooners,  which  had 
been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into 
close  action.  It  was  with  unspeakable  pain,  that  I 
saw,  soon  after  I  got  on  board  the  IS^iagara,  the  flag 
of  the  Lawrence  come  down,  although  I  was  per- 
fectly sensible,  that  she  had  been  defended  to  the 
laFt,  and  that  to  have  continued  to  make  a  show  of 
resistance,  would  have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of 
the  remains  of  her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy 
was  not  able  to  take  possession  of  her,and  circumstan- 
ces soon  permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At 
45  minutes  past  2,  the  signal  was  made  for  ''  close 
action."  The  Niagara  being  very  little  injured,  I 
determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's  line,  bore 
up  and  passed  aheai  of  their  two  ships  and  a  brig> 
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giving  a  raking  fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  guns, 
and  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop,  from  the  larboard 
side,  lit  half  pistol-shot  distance.  The  smaller  ves- 
sels at  this  time,  having  got  within  grape  and  canis- 
ter distance,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Elliot,  alid- 
keeping  up  a  well  directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig, 
and  a  schooner,  surrendered,  a  schooner  and  sloop 
iTiaking  a  vain  attempt  to  escape." 

Mxtract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore   Perry. 

U.  S.  schoo'ier  Ariel,  Put-in-Bay,  1 3th 
September,  1813. 
'*  I  also  beg  your  instructions  respecting  the 
wounded.  I  am  s.ui  fieri,  -^ir.  that  whatever  steps  I 
might  take,  governed  by  humanity,  would  meet  your 
approbation.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  taken 
upon  myself  to  promise  Capt  Baiclay,  who  is  very 
dangerously  woui.-ded,  that  he  shall  be  landed  as  near 
Lake  Ontario  as  possible,  and  I  had  no  doubt  you 
Would  allow  me  to  parole  him." 

The  followiuj^  is  (he  statement  of  the  respect- 
five  forces  of  the  contendinj;  fleets. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. 

Ship  Detroit,  19  guns — 1  on  pivot,  and 

2  howitzers. 
Queen  Charlotte,  17  do.        1  do. 
Schr.  Lady  Prevost,     13  do.        1  do. 
Brig  Hu  'ter,  10  do. 

Sloop  Little  Belt,  3  do. 

Schr.  Chippawa,  1  do.  and  2  swivels. 

63  guns. 
Mote. — The  Detroit  r.  as  a  new  ship,  very  strongly 
built,  and  mounted  long  24"s,  lH's,and  12's. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States  squadroJii 
Brig  Lawrence,  20  guns. 

Niagara,  20  do. 

Caledonia,  3  do< 
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Schr.  Ariel,  4  do.  (I  burst  early  in  ac- 
tion.) 

Scorpion,  2  do. 

Somers,  2  do.  and  2  swivels. 

Sloop  Trippe,  1  do. 

Schr.  Tigress,  1  do. 

Porcupine,  1  do. 

54 

The  loss,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  was 
as  follows: 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Mis 

Lawrence, 

22    . 

61 

83 

JXiagara, 

2 

25 

27 

Caledonia, 

3 

3 

Somers, 

2 

2 

Ariel, 

1 

3 

4 

Trippe, 

2 

2 

Scorpion, 

2 

2 

27  96  123 

Two  days  previous  to  the  action,  57  men  unfit  for 
€uty  in  the  small  vessels. 

While  giving  the  Commodore's  own  account 
of  this  action,  we  cannot  omit  his  laconic  letter 
to  General  Harrison.  It  has  heen  called,  hy  a 
writer,  *<  Cesarean  hrevity."  Caisar  said  ♦'  ve- 
ni,  vidi.  vici,"  hut  Perry  did  not  conquer  mere- 
ly hy  showing  liimself  to  an  enemy,  who,  reckon- 
ing on  his  own  known  superiority  of  foice,  and 
presumed  superiority  in  tactics,  calculated,  with 
great  certainty,  on  conquering  the  Yankees. — 
The  hattle  was  hard  fought,  and  the  Joss  on 
both  sides  very  great.  Perry  might  have  said, 
"  veni  vici."  or  as  he  would  translate  the  words 
of  the  Roman  genera! — «  we  met  the  enemy,  and 
tiie^  are  ours^"  but  the  addition  of  *<  vidi"  might 
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ikvour  the  opinion  that  }ie  won  the  battle  from 
the  timiditjf^^  or  inactivity  of  the  enemy,  which 
would  be  depriving  the  brave  Peny  and  his 
erew  of  more  than  lialf  (heir  merit. 

"  U.  S  brig  Niagara,  off  the  Western 
Sister,  head  of  Lake  brie,  Sept.  lOih, 
18(3,  4  P.  M. 

"  Dear  General — We  have  met  the  enemy -and 
they  are  ours.  Two  ships,  two  brigs,  one  schooner, 
and  one  sloop.  Yours,  with  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, O.  H.  PERRY." 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  the  enemy  beaten  ship 
to  ship,  but  now  we  were  lo  witness  them  fleet 
to  fleet ;  and  a  more  decisive  or  splendid  victo- 
ry was  never  achieved  *'  From  the  best  intor- 
mation,*'  says  tlie  heroic  Perry,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Harison*  "we  have  more  prisoners 
than  we  have  men  on  board  our  vessels." 

Comj)ared  with  this,  all  former  naval  victo- 
ries lose  their  splendour  ;  even  the  great  Nel- 
son, were  he  alive,  must  rank  below  Perry. — 
Nelson  never  captured  an  entire  fleet ;  Perry 
lias,  and  that  with  a  fleet  inferior  in  size,  weight 
of  metal,  and  number  of  men. 

The  British  fleet  was  conmianded  by  Com. 
Barclay,  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and  nui;  h  loved 
bv  those  under  his  commarid.  At  a  public  din- 
ner given  to  this  officer  at  Terrebone,  in  Canada, 
he  gave  a  toast,  which,  while  if  proves  the  can- 
dour of  the  Commodore  who  gave  it,  is  an  indis- 
putable proof  of  the  merit  of  him  wh -se  name 
was  the  subject  of  it.  The  toast  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  <»  Commodore  Perry,  the  gallant 
and  generous  enemy." 

Soon  after  the  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales  appointed  Oliver  H. 
Perry  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  navy. 

i4 
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The  Commodore  was  presented  wi(h  the  free- 
dom of  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Albany. 

The  tlianks  of  Congress  were  voted  to  the 
Commodore,  his  officers,  seamen  and  marines  ; 
and  medals  were  presented  to  him  and  his  offi- 
cers. 

The  thanks  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  medals,  were  also  voted  to  the  Commodore, 
and  those  brave  men  who  served  under  him. 

Among  the  many  testimonials  of  the  grati- 
tude of  bis  fellow-citizens,  too  numerous  to  de- 
tail, the  following  particulars  of  a  present  from 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  deserves  to  he  enumerat- 
ed, viz. 

"  A  Salver,  of  an  oblong  square  shape,  23  inches 
lon^,  by  16  1-2  wide,  with  a  bright  gadroon  edge. 

Two  Ice  Pails.)  or  decanter  coolers,  barrel  shape, 
hooped  round  with  a  bright  gadroon  edge  at  top  and 
bottom. 

Two  Pitchers,  of  a  large  size,  Chinese  shape,  with 
tops,  and  bright  gadroons  at  lop  and  bottom. 

Two  dozen  Tumblers,  plain  barrel  shape,  with  ga- 
droons at  bottom. 

lVi7ie  Glass  coolers,  each  to  hold  a  dozen  glassrs, 
oblong  square  shape,  standing  on  feet,  Aviih  balls  or- 
namented with  a  bright  gadroon  at  bottom,  and  nar- 
row rim   at  top,  impressed  with  an  oak  leaf. 

A  Coffee  Pot,  2Vc  Pot,  Sugar  Basin,  Cream  Ew- 
er, Tea  Cadz/,  and  Slop  Boivl — all  of  oblong  shapes, 
standing  on  feet,  with  bulls  at  the  corners,  ornament- 
ed with  deep  borders,  impressed  with  roses  and 
leaves,  and  with  bright  gadroons  at  top  and  bottom. 

The  large  pieces  bear  the  following  inscription  : 
SEPTEMBER   10,  1813, 

Signalized  our  first   trium/ih  in   squadron 4  very 

superior  British  force'  on  Lake  JErie,  tvas 

entirely  subdued  by 

CQM.  O.  H.  PERRY ; 
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iVhose  galla7itry  in  action  is  equalled  only   by  his 
humanity  in  -victory. 
PRESENTED 
M  honour   of  the    Victor,  by   the   CITIZEXS  OF 

Bosro.v:' 

The  capture  of  the  British  fleet  removed  the 
«hief  object  to  the  capture  of  Maiden:  and 
General  Harrison  made  dispositions  to  avail 
himself  of  it.  Boats  were  eolleeted,  and  troops 
assembled.  Governor  Sliclb;^  arrived  on  the  17th 
September,  at  the  mouth  oC  Portage  river,  with 
about  4000  volunteers.  Gen.  M' Arthur  joined 
the  arnjj  in  three  days  after  with  his  brigade 
from  Fort  Meigs.  On  the  2 1st,  the  embarkatiouf 
of  troops  eonimeneed.  Put-in-bay  Island  was  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  Commodore  Perry's  lleet, 
including  the  captured  vessels,  were  engaged  ia 
protecting  and  assisting  the  men  and  boats,  as 
well  as  in  conveying  stores,  baggage,  6cc.  The 
army  again  embaiked  on  board  the  fleet  and 
boats  at  Put  in  bay,  on  the  2Jth,  and  arrived  the 
same  evening  at  the  Eastern  Sister,  a  small  is- 
land about  sixteen  miles  from  Maiden.  Here 
the  expedition  was  detained  some  time  by  bad 
weather,  during  \vhich  time,  a  reconnoisanee  of 
the  enemy's  coast  was  made  by  Gen.  P[arrison, 
and  Com.  Perry  j  a  despatch  was  also  sent  ta 
apprize  Col.  Johnson  of  their  movements,  who, 
with  his  mounted  rangers,  was  to  co-operate  in 
the  reduction  of  Maiden. 

On  the  27th,  the  army  embarked  at  the  Eas- 
tern Sister,  and  landed  near  Maiden,  in  excellent 
order.  The  enemy  having  previously  evacuated 
the  town,  it  was  entered  by  the  Americans  with- 
out opposition. 

It  has  been  remarked  in  the  early  part  of  this 
liistory,  that,  previous  to  the  surrender  of  Dc- 
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Ipoit  (o  tlic  enemy,  the  Indians,  with  the  ex--- 
ception  of  a  few  who  bad  joined  the  enemy,  re- 
mained inactive,  watching,  with  their  usual  sa- 
gKcity,  until  they  could  discover  on  what  sid« 
ticlory  was  Ilkel,>  to  peieh.  True  to  their  own 
irsidious  and  cowardly  policy,  they  went  over  to 
the  victorious  Britons ;  but  no  sooner  was  the 
effect  of  trt  as^on  wiped  off  by  the  courage  of  pa- 
trio?  s,  than  the  savage  withdrew  from  his  eni- 
p'oyers,  and  sought  peace  from  those,  against 
whom  he  had  so  long  raised  the  tomahawk. — 
By  an  official  letter,  written  by  Gen.  M'Arthur 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  dated  at  Detroit, 
subsequent  to  the  retreat  of  the  British,  it  ap- 
pears that  five  nations  of  Indians,  viz.  the  Otta- 
was,  Chippawas,  Pattewattemies,  Miamies,  and 
Kickapoos,  have  sued  for  j>eace.  By  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  them  and  Gen.  M'Ar- 
thur. on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  "  they 
have  agreed  to  take  hold  of  the  same  tomahawk 
with  us,  (the  people  of  the  United  States,)  and 
to  strike  all  who  are,  or  may  be,  enemies  to  the 
United  States,  whether  British  or  Indians.'^ 

After  the  evacuation  of  Maiden  by  the  enemy. 
Gen.  Harrison  pursued  the  British,  although  he 
(Harrison.)  had  very  few  horses,  '•  scarcely  a 
suflieiency  to  mount  the  general  officers,"  whilst 
the  retreating  enen»y  had  upwards  of  1000 
horses.  Notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  the 
Americans  pursued  their  object  with  so  much 
diiigence,  that  they  came  up  with  the  enemy. 
The  force  destined  for  this  service,  consisted  of 
about  l^OreguIai  S.Johnson's  mounted  regiment, 
^Kentuekians)  three  companies  of  Col.  Ball's 
legion,  and  such  of  Governor  Shelby's  volunteers 
as  were  fit  for  a  rapid  march  ;  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  about  3,500  men.     During  the  pur- 
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iiiit,  which  Avas  attended  with  severe  privations, 
("the  whole  army  suhsisting  for  several  days  upon 
Ircsh  heef,  without  bj*ead  or  suit,  and  the  infan- 
try being  without  tents:)  a  considerable  quan- 
tity  of    arms   were   taken,    being    deserted    by 
the  enemy,   and   much    more  destroyed;  these 
consisted  chiefly  of  muskets  taken,  or  rather  giv- 
en to  them  by  the  capitulation  of  Detroit.    Two 
24  pounders,  with  their  carriages,  besides  a  large 
quantity  of  balls  and  shells,  and  two  gun-boats, 
and   several   batteaux,    loaded    with    provisions 
and  ammunition,  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gen. 
Harrison.     The    destruction   of  these  were  at- 
tempted by  the  retreating  enemy,  but  were  saved 
by   the   activity  of  the  pursuers.     Near  a  place 
called  M'Gregor's  Mills,  on  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  river  Thames,  the  Indians  were  placed  in 
great  numbers,  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  riv- 
er.   \Upon  the  arrival  of  the  American  advanced 
guard,  a  heavy  lire  was  commenced  on  it  by  the 
Indians,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  I'iver.     Gen- 
Harrison,  expecting  the  attack  would  be  support- 
ed by  the  whole  foi'ce  of  the  enemy,  drew  up  his 
entire  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  brought  up 
two  6  pounders  to  cover  a  party  which  was  or- 
dered to  repair  a  bridge,  partially  destroyed  by 
the  Indians.     The   Indians,  as  usual,   when   not 
early  successful,  fled,  after  suffering  a  considera- 
ble loss.     The  American  loss  was  2  killed,  and  S 
or  i  w  oundcd. 

On  the  5th  October,  General  Harrison  came 
up  with  tlie  enemy;  the  result  cannot  be  given 
more  satisfactorily  than  will  be  found  in  the 
following  extract  from  his  letter  to  the  secretary 
of  war. 

"  From  the  place  where  our  army  was  last  halted^. 
vo  the  Moravian  towns,  a  distance  of  about  three- 
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and  a  half  miles,  the  road  passes  through  a  bepcli 
forest,  without  any  clearing,  and  for  the  first  two 
miles,  near  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  At  from  twa 
to  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river,  a  swamp  ex* 
tciids  parallel  to  it.  throughout  the  whole  distance. 
The  intermediate  ground  is  dry,  and  although  the 
trees  are  tolerably  thick,  it  is  in  many  places  clear 
of  undei brush.  Across  this  strip  of  land,  its  left 
Rfijiiiijed  upon  the  river,  supported  by  artillery  plac- 
ed in  the  wood,  their  right  in  the  swamp,  covered  by 
the  whole  of  their  Indian  force,  the  British  troops 
jyerc  drawn  up. 

The  troops  at  mydisposal  consisted  of  about  120 
regulars,  of  the  27th  regiment,  5  brigades  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteer  militia  infantry,  under  his  excellen- 
cy Governor  Shelby,  averaging  less  than  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  of  mounted 
infantry,  making  in  the  whole  an  aggregate  some- 
thing above  3000.  No  disposition  of  an  army  op- 
posed to  an  In<Uan  force,  can  be  safe,  unless  it  is  se- 
cured on  the  flanks,  and  in  the  rear.  I  had,  there- 
fore, no  d'fficulty  in  arranging  the  infantry  conforma- 
bly to  my  general  order  of  battle.  Gen.  Trotter's 
brignde  of  500  men,  formed  the  front  line,  his  right 
upon  the  road,  and  his  left  upon  the  swamp.  Gen. 
King's  brigade,  as  a  second  line,  150  yards  in  the 
veai  of  Trotter's  and  Chiles's  brigade,  as  a  corps  of 
reserve,  in  the  rear  of  it.  These  three  brigades 
formed  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen  Henry;  the  whole 
©f  Gen.  Desha's  division,  consisting  of  two  brigades, 
irerc  formed  en  iiot trice  upon  the  left  of  Trotter. 

"While  I  was  engaged  in  forming  the  infantry,  I 
had  directed  Col.  Johnson's  regiment,  which  was 
ftill  in  front,  to  be  lormtd  in  two  lines  opposite  to 
the  enemy,  and,  upon  the  advance  of  the  infantry, 
to  take  ground  to  the  left,  and  forming  upon  that 
flank,  to  endeavour  to  turn  the  right  of  the  Indians. 
A  moment's  reflection,  however,  convinced  me,  that 
from  the  thickness  of  the  woods,  and  swampiness  of 
She  grocmd^^they  would  be  ujiable  to  do  any  thisg  o^. 
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horseback,  and  there  was  no  time  to  dismount  them 
and  place  their  horses  in  security  ;  I,  therefore,  de- 
lerrnined  to  refuse  my  left  to  the  Indians,  and  to 
break  the  British  lines  at  once  by  a  charge  of  the 
mounted  infantry  ;  the  measure  was  not  sanctioned 
by  any  thing  that  I  had  seen  or  heard  of,  but  I  was 
fully  convincrd,  that  it  would  succeed.  The  Ame- 
lican  backwoodsmen  ride  better  in  the  woods  than: 
any  other  people.  A  musket  or  rifle  is  no  impedi- 
ment to  them,  being  accustomed  to  cany  them  on- 
horeseback  from  their  earliest  youth.  I  was  per- 
suaded, too,  tliat  the  enemy  would  be  quite  unpre- 
pared for  the  shock,  and  that  they  could  not  resist 
it.  Conformably  to  this  idea,  I  directed  the  regi- 
ment to  be  drawn  up  in  close  column,  with  its  right 
at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards  from  the  road,  (that  it 
might  be,  in  some  measure,  protected  by  the  trees 
from  the  artillery,)  its  left  upon  the  swamp,  and  to 
charge  at  full  speed  as  soon  as  the  enemy  delivered 
their  fire.  The  few  regular  troops  of  the  27th  re- 
giment, under  their  colonel,  (Paul,)  occupied,  in  co- 
lum  of  sections  of  four,  the  small  space  between 
the  road  and  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing^ 
the  enemy's  artillery  ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  friend- 
ly  Indians  were  directed  to  move  under  the  bauk. 
The  crotchet  formed  by  the  front  line  and  General 
Desha's  division  was  an  important  point.  At  that 
place,  the  venerable  governor  of  Kentucky  was  post- 
ed, who,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  preserves  all  the  ,i- 
gor  of  youth,  the.  ardent  zeal  which  distinguished 
him  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  undaunted  bra- 
very which  he  manifested  at  King's  Mountain.  Witb 
my  aids-de-camp,  the  acting  assistant  adj.  general, 
Capt.  Butler,  my  gallant  friend  Com.  Perry,  who 
did  me  the  honour  to  serve  as  my  volunteer  aid-de- 
camp, and  Brig.  Gen.  Cass,  who  having  no  command, 
tendered  me  his  assistance,  I  placed  myself  at  the 
head  of  the  front  line  of  infantry,  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  cavalry,  and  give  them  the  necessary 
support.    The  army  had  moved  oa  iu  this  order  hy^ 
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a  short  distance,  when  the  mounted  men  received  the 
fire  of  the  British  line,  and  were  ordered  to  charge  ; 
the  horses  in  the  front  of  the  column  recoiled  from 
the  fire  ;  another  was  given  by  the  enemy,  and  our 
column,  at  length  getting  in  motion,  broke  through 
the  enemy  with    irresistible    force.     In  one  n'inute, 
the  contest  in  front  was  over  ;  the  British   officers, 
seeing  no  hopes  of  reducing  their  disordered   ranks 
to  order,  and  our  mounted  men  wheeling  upon  them, 
and  pouring  in  a  destructive   fire,  immediately  sur- 
rendered.    It  is  certain  that  3  only  of  our  troops  were 
wounded  in  this  char£;e.     Upon  the  left,  however,  the 
contest  wus  more  severe  with  the   Indians.     Colonel 
Johnson,  who  commanded  on  that  flank  of  his  regi- 
ment, received  a  most  galling  fire  ffom  them,  which 
was  returned  with   great  effect.     The  Indians,  still 
further  to  the    right,   advanced,  and  fell  in  with  our 
front  line  of  infantry,  near  its  junction  with  Desha's 
division,  and,  for  a  moment,  made  an  impression  on 
it.      His    excellency    Governor    Shelby,    however, 
brought  up  a  regiment  to  its  support,  and  the  enemy, 
receiving  a   severe  fire  in  front,  and  a  part  of  John- 
son's rtgimpnt  having   gained   their  rear,  retreated 
■with  precipitation." 

The  active  Indian  Chief  Teciiniseh,  after 
evincin.^  great  resohition.  and  continuing  to  light 
although  being  badly  wounded,  fell,  while  di- 
recting a  deadly  aim  at  Col.  Johnson.  The  in- 
vincible courage  of  the  toionel.  and  his  great 
presence  of  mind,  saved  liis  own  valuable  life, 
and  put  an  end  to  that  of  an  irreconcileuble  foe. 
While  the  sanguinary  Tecumsoh  was  aiming  at 
the  colonel,  the  latter,  although  wounded  in  se- 
Tcral  parts,  and  much  exliausted.  discharged  his 
pistol  with  great  coolness,  and  brought  the  fe- 
rocious savage  to  the  earth,  where  he  was  found 
dead.  The  American  loss  amounted  tc  7  killed 
and  23  wounded  :  the  British  loss  was  12  killetlv 
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22  wounded,  and  601  regulars  taken  prisoners. 
The  Indians,  from  the  best  information,  suffered 
severely,  33  of  them  were  found  dead  on  the 
field.  Six  brass  pieces  ofartillerj^,and  two  iron 
i24  pounders,  and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  Every  Ameri- 
can will  be  pleased  to  learn,  that  among  the 
field  pieces,  were  three,  which  were  taken  from 
the  British  during  the  revolutionary  war,  bearing 
the  motto  "  surrendered  by  Burgoyne  at  Sarato- 
ga,'* and  lately  surrendered  to  the  enemy  by 
General  Hull.  Major-General  Proctor,  who 
commanded  the  enemy's  forces,  escaped  with 
difficulty,  accompanied  by  about  »0  persons,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  officers  of  the  army. 

After  this  total  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  mili- 
tia were  discharged,  and  Gen.  Harrison,  with 
his  disposable  regularforee,  accompanied  by  Com. 
Perry,  arrived  at  Presque-isle,  on  the  22d  Octo- 
ber, from  Detroit ;  from  whence  he  sailed  for 
Black  Rock,  with  a  view  to  co-operate  with  the 
army  there,  or  at  Sackett's  Harbour.  By  this 
excursion,  he,  in  the  short  space  of  less  than  a 
month,  recovered  the  territory  of  Michigan,  pun- 
ished and  forced  into  peace,  the  numerous 
hordes  of  savages,  captured  a  British  regular  ar- 
my, brought  security  to  the  inhabitants  of  (he 
north  western  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
marched  triumphantly  through  a  great  portion  of 
the  Upper  Province  of  Canada.  Gen.  Cass  was 
left  in  the  provisional  government  of  Michigan 
territory. 

The  instances  of  successful  bravery,  which  had 
hitherto  been  frequent,  were  in  a  manner,  eclips- 
ed by  the  following  : 

Major  George  Croghan,  in  the  22d  year  of 
his  age,  was  left,  by  Gen.   Harrison,  in  command 
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of  i  60  men,  and  with  one   six-pounder,  at   Fort 
Stephenson,  (Lower  Suudusk.v.) 

In  tlie  course  oi'  two  weeks,  there  had  been 
no  fewer  than  ten  rencounters  ;  in  one  of  which, 
the  enemy  carried  a  block-house  at  Fort  Madi- 
son on  the  10th  July,  fiom  which  they  attack- 
ed tlie  fort,  but  without  success.  Four  men 
were  butchered  in  the  block-house. 

It  Avould  appear,  that  it  was  Gen.  Harrison's 
intention,  not  to  expose  the  small  force  at  Fort 
Stephenson,  to  be  cut  off  by  an  enemy  very  su- 
perior in  numbers ;  and  the  major  was.  for  a 
short  time,  superceded  in  the  command,  in  con- 
sequence of  disobeving  ah  order  to  burn  and 
evacuate  the  fort ;  but,  on  his  arrival  at  head- 
quarters of  the  general,  he  gave  such  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  his  ability  to  maintain  the  post, 
that  he  was  immediately  sent  back  with  direc- 
tions to  resume  the  command. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  August,  the  British 
and  Indians,  who  had  come  up  the  Sandusky 
piver,  from  the  bay,  commenced  from  their 
boats  a  heavy  cannonading  upon  the  fort,  and 
threw  in  a  great  numl>er  of  shells  from  their 
bomb  batteries.  The  eieemy  continued  his  op- 
erations without  success  u  itil  the  evening  of 
the  '2d,  when,  after  throwing  a  great  number  of 
balls  from  a  six-pounder,  at  the  north-west  an- 
gle of  the  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
breach,  a  column,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Short,  advanced  to  the  point  on  which 
the  artillery  had  been  played,  with  intention  of 
storming,  but  the  judicious  management  of  Ma- 
jor Croghan,  foiled  the  en^my  in  his  attempt. 
The  diieh,  which  surrounded  the  works,  was 
about  eight  feet  wide,  and  of  equal  depth — tliis 
the   enemy  had  to  enter  before  they  could  ap- 
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jn'oaeh  the  pickets :  (through  the  top  of  each, 
a  bayonet  was  driven  in  a  horizontal  direction,) 
while  in  this  situation,  the  six-poimder,  which 
was  masked  in  a  block-house,  and  a  ravine  ad- 
jacent, poured  upon  the  storming  column  a  tre- 
mendous shower  of  musket  balls,  which  did  ter- 
rible execution,  and  so  confounded  the  assail- 
ants, that  Lieut.  Colonel  Short,  who  liad  pre- 
viously ordered  his  men  to  «•  scale  the  piekets, 
and  show  the  damned  Yankee  rascals  no  quar- 
ters," exhibited  a  white  handkerchief  as  a  sig- 
nal of  distress,  evincing  his  disposition  to  have 
quarters  given  him,  after  he  had  proclaimed 
tliat  the  garrisou  should  be  massacred.  It  was, 
however,  too  late — the  next  discharge  proved 
fatal — he  fell — and  Lieut.  Gordon  of  the  29th 
regiment,  died  by  his  side.  This  was  near  two 
hours  before  sun-set.  I'he  firing  from  the 
block-house  was  principally  directed  at  the  en- 
emy who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  direction  of 
the  ravine — the  slaughter  there  was  immense, 
and  Gen.  Proctor,  who  commanded  in  person, 
ordered  the  allied  enemy  to  retreat  to  their 
boats.  The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  oe- 
eupied  in  carrying  off  the  dead  and  wounded— ^ 
from  the  number  of  trails  discovered  in  the 
grass,  it  is  evident  that  no  less  than  50  of  the 
dead  were  dragged  away.  About  30  killed,  in- 
cluding the  two  officers  mentioned  above,  were 
left  in  the  ditch  and  ravine — and  30  prisoners, 
18  severely  wounded,  which  Gen.  Proctor,  in  his 
hurry,  left  behind,  were  afterwards  brought  in- 
to the  fort.  Ir  is  a  fact,  v.oithy  of  observation 
that  not  one  Indian  was  found  among  the  dead 
although  it  is  known  that  from  3  to  400  were 
present,  under  the  celebrated  Captain  Elliot. — 
The  number  of  British  regulars  was  490,  from 
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the  49tli  regiment.  Major  Croglian  liad  but 
one  man  killed,  and  7  slightly  wounded. 

The  British  loss,  by  their  own  confession, 
amounted  to  yi,  exclusive  of  Indians.  'J'here 
was,  however,  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the 
belief,  that  it  was  considerably  more. 

When  Coionel  Elliot  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  fort,  he  stated,  that,  unless  his  demand 
was  j)r«unj>tly  acceded  to,  a  general  massacre 
would  Ciifoie.  And  when  Colonel  Short,  who 
eomnianded  the  British  regulars,  destined  to 
fltorra  the  fort,  bad  formed  his  troops  in  a  line 
parallel  with  the  ditch,  he  ordered  them,  in  the 
h^^ai'ing  of  our  men,  to  leap  the  ditch,  cut  down 
the  pickets,  and  give  the  Americans  no  quar- 
ters. This  barbarous  order,  whi(  h  none  but  a 
savage  could  give,  was  not.  however,  permitted 
to  go  unpunished;  for  the  words  were  hardly 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  British  commander, 
when  the  retributive  jusiice  of  Providence  ar- 
rested him  ;  and  the  wretch  was  «;biiged  to  sue 
fur  that  mercy  which  he  had  determined  not  to 
extend  to  others.  It  may  be  observed  here,  in 
honour  of  the  character  of  the  American  sol- 
diers, that  although  their  little  band  were  well 
aware  of  the  fate  which  the  enemy  had  prepared 
for  them,  yet,  I  hey  were  no  sooner  subdued, 
than  the  Americans  forgot  the  crimes  of  the  en- 
emy in  their  sufferings ;  and  the  rvonnded  in  the 
ditchf  whose  groans  and  constant  calls  for  water , 
were  heard  by  the  men  in  the  fort,  were  supplh  d 
with  that  necessarif  article,  on  the  night  succeed- 
ing the  discomji'.nre  of  the  enemtj,  hy  the  genero- 
sity of  the  Americans,  who,  with  considerable 
haziord,  renhirtd  to  risk  their  lives  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  very  men  who  had 
q)lotted  ilwir  tfiilire  deshniciion. 
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The  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  has  been 
conferred  Uy  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
on  Major  Croghan. 

The  ladies  of  Chillicothe  have  presented  him 
with  a  sword,  and  a  flattering  address. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  a  detaehnn'nt  of  the  ene- 
my, with  a  number  of  gun-boats,  from  Isle- 
Aux-Nojx,  sueceedt'd  in  capturing  the  U.  S. 
armed  vessels.  Growler  and  Eagie,  on  Lake 
Chatnp!ain,  after  a  well  contested  defence  by 
the  brave  crews  of  these  vessels,  agiinst  a  very 
superior  force.  The  consequence  w-is,  that  the 
enemy  gained  a  very  decided  superiority  on  the 
lake. 

The  enemy  reckoned  on  success  in  his  futus-e 
operations  in  this  quarter,  not  only  fro  ii  his 
own  superior  force,  but  also  from  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  Americans.  Com.  MacdonJugli 
had  not  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  mm 
his  sloops,  and  would  be  highly  reprehensi.jie 
had  he  been  defeated  in  an  attempt  to  recover 
the  ascendency  on  the  lake.  There  were  no 
troops  statioied  at  Piattsburgh.  While  things 
were  thus  situated,  the  British  flotiUa,  consist- 
ing of  2  sloo!H  of  war.  (the  Kagle  and  Gro-.vler.) 
lately  captured,  3  gun-boats,  and  it  baiteaux, 
loaded  with  troops,  sailors,  and  marines,  about 
1400  in  all.  under  thr;  command  of  Col.  Murray, 
crossed  the  lin*^  at  Ciiauijilain,  on  the  30th  Ju- 
ly, and  entered  IMattsburghon  the  following  day. 

On  the  first  information  of  the  apino  leh  o^ 
the  enemy.  Gen.  Mooers  g'lve  orders  for  calling 
out  the  militia;  and  when  the  enemy  aiTived, 
aboiit  300  from  Plattsburgh  and  the  neighbour- 
in:;  towns,  had  collected,  who  retired  back  a  few 
miles,  where  they  were, joined  by  Mte  residue  of 
the  regimeut  fioin  the  county  of  Essex. 

M 
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AKboHgh  the  officers  mIio  had  the  couiinand 
of  the  expedition,  assured  the  civil  aullioritj  of 
the  village,  that  private  properly  should  he  re* 
sj)ected,  and  that  citizens  not  in  arms,  should 
remain  unmolested — >et  these  promises  were  no 
sooner  made  than  vio  ated  ;  the  enem^,  not  sat- 
isi'u  d  with  destroying  the  puhlie  huiidings,  such 
as  the  hlov  li-house,  arsenal,  armory,  hospital, 
ai  d  mili<ar;y  eanlonments,  wantonly  hurned  two 
store  houses,  helonging  to  Peter  Saiily,  esq. 
and  one  helonging  to  Major  N.  Z.  Piatt — look, 
and  carried  off  several  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  hardware,  helonging  to  Prothinham  &  Co. 
of  Boston,  which  liad  heen  stored  with  Mr, 
Saiily.  The  destiuction  of  private  property 
>vas  not  limited  to  such  as  they  could  eat,  drink, 
and  carry  away,  hut  furniture,  which  could  not 
be  of  any  use  to  the  plutderers,  was  wantonly 
destroyed — tah'es,  bureaus,  clocks,  desks,  tup- 
bo  'ids,  and  errckery,  wore  cut  and  broken  to 
pieces,  and  thrown  about  the  houses — hooks  and 
^vritings  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  scattered  about 
the  streets. 

The  various  successes  of  the  enemy,  during 
their  short  visit  to  Plattshurgh,  are  descrihed 
by  several  respectable  authorities,  to  be  enor- 
mous, cruel,  and  wanton,  in  a  high  degree. — 
**  Wf'll  was  it,"  says  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the 
scene,  *<  for  our  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters, 
that  they  remembered  the  excesses  at  Hampton, 
and  trusted  not  their  persons  to  the  mercy  of  the 
invaders." 

On  Sunday,  the  faiHiless  ruffians,  the  unprin- 
ciided  invaders,  re-embarkcd,  and  stood  out  of 
the  bay.  They  took  a  Durham  boat,  loadrd 
with  flour,  and  8  sloops^  one  of  which  they  burn- 
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On  theh*  return  to  Point  au-Roche,  the  crew 
of  one  of  the  boats  landed,  and  part  went  to  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Williams;  tliey  found  his  wife 
out  of  the  house  j  two  of  them  went  in,  to  keep 
the  husband  in  check,  while  the  third  attempted 
to  gratify  his  brutal  desires  upon  her.  Her  hus- 
band, hearing  her  screams,  came  to  her  assist- 
ance, and  in  the  struggle,  the  woman  discharged 
the  villain's  gun,  disengaged  the  bayonet  there- 
from, which  she  stuck  twice  into  his  own  back, 
and  wounded  him  pretty  severely;  the  other  two 
fled,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  his  wife  bound  the 
rascal,  and  sent  him  in ;  the  inhabitants  on  Point- 
au-Rot'he,  took  the  skiff  in  which  they  came,  and 
the  other  soldiers. 

The  United  hUates'  troops  at  Burlington,  un- 
der comujand  of  Maj.  Gen.  Hampton,  consisted 
of  about  -iOOO  men.  They  were  under  arms, 
waiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  would, 
undoubtedly,  have  defended  their  post  against 
any  attack  they  could  have  made  on  it. 

On  the  3d  August,  the  enemv  appeared  before 
Burlington,  and  tired  into  the  town  for  some 
time,  but  no  considerable  damage  wa*  done,  la 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  detachment  pro- 
ceeded to  Shelburne,  4  or  3  miles  south  of  Rur- 
lington,  where  they  seized  a  sloop,  with  about 
400  ba'Tels  of  flour.  I'he  limited  force  under 
Gen.  Hampton,  would  not  justify  his  detaching 
any  part  of  his  troops  from  the  protection  of 
property  and  stores  under  his  immediate  care: 
the  maj'auding  enemy  wisely  retired  before  re- 
inforcements c'jurd  have  arrived. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  U.  S.  government, 
to  make  an  attack  on  Montreal,  before  the  win- 
ter would  put  an  end  to  the  campaign.  I'he  ef- 
fecting of  this  object  would  give  to  tlie  United 
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Srp-tes  the  rntire  eonimaDd  of  Upper  Canada, 
coi»»pleH'i^  subdue  liie  Indians,  regain  the  tonli- 
deiiie  ot*  the  Canadians,  uiiieh  >\ah  suspended  by 
the  sudden  retreat,  and  subsequent  conduct  of 
Cit  n.  liuli;  and  make  an  impression  on  the  ene- 
iiiS,  which  must  incline  him  (o  peace,  on  just  and 
Itnouruble  terms.  A  large  force  was  ordered 
to  b:u'ketl's  Harbour;  and  Gen.  Wilkinson,  who 
Lad  tile  chief  euuimand,  was  ordered  to  use  his 
Tit  most  efibrl.  and  the  greatest  jiossible  expedi- 
tion i  :•  cai  !\ing  the  design  into  elFeet. 

On  the  1st  I\ov.  1813,  Gen.  "Wilkinson's  army 
began  its  movements  from  Grenadier-Island, 
down  the  St.  Lawrence.  ^J'hey  had  not  proceed- 
ed far,  befoi'e  the  advanced  corps,  under  General 
Brown,  was  alTiicked  by  the  enemy,  from  the 
shore.  On  returning  the  fire,  the  enemy  dis- 
persed, and  the  army  advanced. 

The  movements  of  the  army  under  General 
Hampton,  were  intended  to  facilitate  those  of 
Gen.  Wilkinson  ;  and  both  armies  were  finally  to 
finite,  previous  to  the  attack  on  Montreal. 

The  army  under  Gen.  Hampton,  moved  from 
Chateaugtvy  on  the  21st  October,  and  arrived 
at  its  position  at  Sears's,  on  the  22d — thus  hav- 
ing, with  incredible  labour,  surmounted  34.  miles 
of  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  route,  through 
the  extensive  and  almost  impassable  forest, 
which  bounds  the  Canada  line.  After  4  or  5 
miles  of  open  country,  another  forest  of  G  or  7 
miles  was  opposed  to  their  march,  (which  was  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  river.)  This  the  en- 
emy had  made  almost  an  entirw  fortification,  by 
crossing  it  with  felled  trees,  interspersed  with 
breast-works  and  ditches :  through  these  ob- 
stiuftinns,  the  enen>y  was  to  be  assailed — a  part 
©f  their  forces,  consisting   of  light  troops  and 


HISTORY   OF  THE    WATS.  137 

Indiaus,  were  posted  in  these  defences,  while  the 
main  body,  couinianded  by  Sir  Geoige  Frevost, 
in  person,  was  lodged  in  the  rear,  fortified  with 
batteries  and  cannon.  The  hardships  the  Ame- 
rican army  had  endured,  the  continual  rains  that 
were  falling,  and  the  obstructions  in  front,  would 
have  damped  the  ardour  of  troops  less  disposed 
to  disregard  all  sufferings  and  perils  in  pursuit 
of  glory,  and  in  the  service  of  their  country — 
but  on  the  contrary,  partaking  largely  of  the 
spirit  which  inspired  their  commander  in  chief, 
every  individual  seemed  uncommonly  emulous  of 
the  enterprise. 

It  was  believed  that  the  obstructions  could 
not  be  forced  by  the  nitsin  body,  without  great 
loss.  To  avoid  this,  the  light  companies,  and  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  were  detached  at  dark, 
on  t!ie  evening  of  the  25th,  to  proceed  on  the 
opposite  (S  E.)  side  of  the  river,  to  a  fording 
place,  below  the  enemy's  advance,  which  they 
were  to  cross,  and  attack  the  enemv  in  flank 
and  rear,  while  the  main  body  should  attack  ia 
front;  and  thus  destroy  the  enemy's  defence 
at  a  blow.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
incessant  rain,  and  the  diffieuliies  of  the  wood, 
the  guide  wlio  conducted  this  detachment  hav- 
ing lost  his  way,  the  par(y  did  not  arrive  at  the 
proposed  point.  The  baUalion  of  the  10th  re- 
giment, eoisisting  of  about  200  men,  were,  at 
the  appointed  time.  (3  o*clo(k.  P.  M.  on  the  26th) 
at  the  entrance  of  the  obstructed  wood,  waiting 
the  attack  of  the  troops  on  the  enemy's  (lank, 
which  was  to  be  the  signal  for  them  to  advance. 
At  this  moment,  th**  enemy  eoinmenced  a  fire 
on  this  battalion,  who  pronjpfiy  i-eturnrd  it, 
th('n  ehai'ged  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
luiking  places,  dispersing  them  entirely,  aad 
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silencing  their  fire  ;  in  this  the  Americans  had 
only  one  man  killed,  and  some  3  or  4  wounded. 
At  this  moment,  the  firing  commenced  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  >vith  some  of  the  light 
couipanies,  and  it  was  here,  and  not  in  either 
of  the  main  divisions  of  the  army,  that  any  se- 
rious loss,  or  the  least  confusion  occurred ;  the 
enemy  was,  however,  soon  dispersed  in  this 
quarter  aiso.  Al'ier  waiting  some  time  for  the 
renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack,  the  main  body 
of  the  Ameiican  army  fell  back  slowly,  and  in 
good  order,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  show 
themselves,  or  in  the  least  to  interrupt  their 
inarch,  to  a  position  4  miles  fiom  the  place  of 
action.  Here  they  were  shortly  after  joined  by 
the  detached  party,  wiso  had  had  some  further 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  of  no  g' eat  account. 
At  this  plate  they  remained  several  days,  with- 
out receiving  the  least  molestation.  The  only 
fcilure  of  the  expedition,  is  attributable  to  the 
miscarriage  of  the  guide,  which  disconcerted  a 
plan,  that  otherwise  must  have  led  to  the  cap- 
ture of  a  (onsiderable  portion  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  the  complete  destruction  of  his  plan 
of  defence. 

The  American  actual  total  loss,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  did  not  exceed  36  men. 
The  whole  American  fur*  e  engaged,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 225  men  on  the  side  where  the  greatest 
force  of  the  enemy  were  opposed — the  other  re- 
giments did  not  atsive  until  the  moment  when 
the  enemy  were  retiring,  and  were  only  formed, 
and  in  line,  but  took  no  part  in  the  engiige- 
ment. 

Colonel  ynrdy,  who  commanded  the  detach- 
3nent  which  fought  this  battle,  in  his  report  to 
CIcn,  Vyil4jnsoQ,  is  very  free  in  his  censuie  of 
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Gen.  Hampton.  ••  Incredible,'*  says  the  colonel, 
"  as  it  may  appear,  Gen.  Hampton  entrusted 
nearly  one  half  of  his  army,  and  those  his  best 
troops,  to  tbe  guidance  of  men,  each  of  whom 
repeatedly  assured  him,  that  they  were  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  and  were  not  compe- 
tent <o  direct  such  an  expedition." 

*'  Towards  sundown,"  says  the  colonel,  «  I 
sent  Gen.  Hamj^ton  a  request,  that  a  regiment 
might  be  ordered  down  to  cover  my  landing  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river;  but,  judge  my 
surprise,  q^  receiving  intelligence  that  he  had 
retreated  with  the  second  brigade,  nearly  three 
miles." 

»«  Never,  to  my  knowledge,"  says  the  colonel, 
in  another  part  of  his  despatch,  ♦'  during  our 
march  into  Canada,  and  while  we  remaijjed  at 
the  Four  Corners,  a  term  of  26  days,  did  Gen. 
Hampton  ever  send  offa  scouting  or  recotmoitre- 
ing  party,  (except  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Speass's, 
in  Canada,  when  he  detached  a  few  dragoons 
for  this  duty.)  nor  did  he,  from  (he  time  we  ccwn- 
menced  our  march  from  Cumberland  Head,  to 
our  arrival  at  Plaltsburgh,  ever  order  a  front 
flank,  or  rear  guard,  to  be,  ke])t  up,  though  a 
great  part  of  the  time  we  were  in  situations 
which  evidently  required  it.  True  it  is,  these 
guards  were  occasionally  sent  out,  not.  however, 
by  his  order,  but  by  the  orders  of  the  officers 
commanding  brigades.*' 

The  colonel  winds  up  his  charges  against  Gen. 
Hampton,  by  saying,  *'  Such  has  been  the  gene- 
ral's conduct,  on  some  orcasions,  that  I  have, 
in  i'ommon  with  other  officers,  beetj  induced  to 
believe,  thai  he  was  under  the  influence  of  a  too 
free  use  ofspiritous  liquot's." 

The  official  account  of  this  action^  hj  Uie 
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British  General  Baynes,  is  very  diiferent  from 
the  above,  but  so  improbable  and  wide  from  the 
truth,  that  it  may,  with  much  safety,  be  averred, 
tha(  it  did  not  meet  belief  from  a  single  reader 
of  any  party. 

As  soon  as  General  Wilkinson  passed  Kings- 
ton, and  that  it  became  evident,  he  must  have 
designed  the  taking  of  Montreal,  tlif  troops 
■which  were  stationed  for  the  defence  of  Kings- 
ton, were  employed  in  annoying  and  delaying 
the  progress  of  the  American  army.  "  The 
corps  of  the  enemy,"  says  Gen.  \V|^kinson,  in 
his  official  report  lo  the  secretary  of  war,  *»  from 
Kingston,  wliich  followed  me,  hung  on  my  rear, 
and  in  concert  with  a  heavy  galley,  and  a  few 
gun-boats,  seemed  determined  to  retard  my 
progress.  I  was  strongly  tempted  to  halt,  turn 
about,  and  put  an  end  to  his  teasing;  but  alas! 
I  was  confined  to  my  bed  ;  M<ij.  Gen.  Lewis 
was  too  ill  for  any  active  exerfions  ;  and  above 
all,  I  did  not  dare  suffer  myself  to  be  diverted  a 
single  day  fi  om  the  prosecution  of  the  views  of 
government." 

On  the  10th,  about  noon.  Gen.  Rrown,  who 
•was  with  his  command  in  front,  and  some  dis- 
tance below  the  main  body  of  the  army,  was  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  at  the  moineul  when  a 
strong  party  of  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  rear 
of  Gen.  Wilkinson,  with  several  galliesand  gun- 
boats; from  whence  they  commenced  a  lire, 
but  were  soon  competed  to  retire  fron»  the  lire 
of  a  battery  of  18  pounders,  p-antcd  on  the  oc- 
casion. Wilkinson's  army  came  to  for  the 
night,  a  short  distance  above  the  I^ongue  Saut  ; 
it  was  intended  to  pass  it  thai  day,  but  the  de- 
lays occasioned  by  dis-euibarking.  and  re-em- 
l^rking  heavy  guos,  prevented  the  arm^  froa* 
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reaching  tlie  Saiit  as  early  as  expected ;  and 
the  pilots  would  not  dai*e  enter  the  Saut,  (a  ra- 
pid of  8  miles.)  at  a  late  hour.  At  10  o'clock 
the  following  day,  Geo.  ^Vilkinson  received  ad- 
vice, that  Gen.  Brown,  having  forced  the  ene- 
my, would  arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Saut  early 
iti  the  day.  Orders  were  immediately  giveii 
for  the  floliila  to  sail,  at  which  moment,  the  en- 
emy's gun- boats  appeared,  and  began  to  throw 
shells  among  the  American  flotilla.  General 
"Wilkinson,  calculating  from  reports  and  appear- 
ances, that  the  enemy  only  looked  for  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  for  attack,  had  determined 
to  anticipate  him.  '•  Directions,"  says  General 
AVilkinson,  *'  were  accordingly  sent,  by  that 
distinguished  officer.  Col.  Swift  of  the  engineers, 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  to  throw  the  detachments  of 
his  command,  assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of 
the  preceding  day,  and  composed  of  men  of  his 
own.  Covington's  and  Swartwout's  brigades,  in- 
to 3  columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy,  out- 
flank him  if  possible,  and  take  his  artillery. 
The  action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  ad- 
vanced body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  extreme- 
ly sharp  and  galling,  and,  with  occasional  pau- 
ses, not  sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open 
space,  and  fair  comhat,  for  upwards  of  two  and 
a  half  hours — the  adverse  lines  alternately 
yielding  and  advancing.  It  is  impossible  to  say, 
with  accuracy,  what  was  our  number  on  the 
field,  because  it  consisted  of  indefinite  delach- 
ments  taken  from  the  boats,  to  render  safe  the 
passage  of  the  Saut.  Gens.  Covii  gton  and 
Swart wout.  voluntarily  took  part  in  the  action, 
at  the  head  of  dotaehmrnts.  from  their  respec- 
tive brigades,  and  exhihitt-d  the  same  courage 
that  was  displayed  by  Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  who  hap- 
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pened  to  be  the  senior  oflicer  on  the  ground.— 
Our  force  engaged  might  have  reached  16  or 
1700  men,  but  actually  did  not  exceed  1800  ; 
that  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  from  l^UO  to 
2.000,  but  did  not  probably  amount  to  more  than 
15  or  1600 — consisting,  as  I  am  informed,  of 
detachments  from  the  49th,  Sith,  and  lOJth  re- 
giments of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the 
Yoltigeur  and  Glengary  corps,  and  the  militia 
of  the  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  es- 
timate." 

This  battle  (the  battle  of  Williamsburgh,)  Avas 
contested  with  a  courage  and  obstinacy,  that 
perhaps  had  no  parallel.  To  witness  undisci- 
plined troops,  and  inexperienced  officers,  suhsti- 
tuliisg  courage  and  patriotism  in  place  of  mili- 
tary knowledge ;  and  thus  opposed,  for  3  hours, 
to  a  regular  army,  was  a  sight  on  which  the 
guardian  angel  of  America,  must  have  looked 
with  exul{i;;g  gratification.  Amidst  a  shower 
of  musketry  and  S/ir«]j«c7  shells,  the  brave 
Americans,  insensible  to  ftar,  dashed  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  whose  position  was  strength- 
ened hv  ravines  and  thickets.  The  enenjy  re- 
tired for  more  than  a  mile  before  the  resolute 
and  repeated  charges.  I'he  brigade,  first  en- 
gaged, had  expended  its  amniuuijion,  and  was 
compelled  to  retire,  in  order  to  procure  a  sup- 
ply. I'his  movement  so  disconcerted  the  line, 
as  to  render  it  expedient  for  another  brigade  to 
retire.  The  artilleiy,  ovving  to  the  nature  of 
the  groimd,  could  not  be  hrought  up  until  after 
this  event.  The  fi.e  fi om  the  artillery  was  ve-  ' 
ry  destructive  to  the  enemy  ;  but  when  direct- 
ed to  re) ire.  in  passing  a  deep  ravine,  one  piece 
was  lost,  but  not  uutil  after  the  fall  of  its  gaU 
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lant  commander,  Lieutenant  Smith,  and  most  of 
bis  Uien. 

The  whole  of  tlie  line  was  re-formed  on  the 
borders  of  those  woods  from  which  tlie  enemy 
had  first  heen  driven,  when  night  coming  on, 
and  the  storm  continuing  and  Ihe  ohject  of  at- 
tack having  been  fuily  accomplished,  (he  ti'ooj)s 
were  directed  to  return  to  the  giound  near  ihe 
liotiila,  which  movement  was  executed  in  good 
order,  and  without  an^  interruption  from  the 
enemy. 

General  Covington  received  a  mortal  woimd, 

Avhile   leading  his  men  to  a  successu;  ehurg.' 

(Colonel  Preston  was  severely  wounded,  while 
fighting  at  the  hciul  of  his  regiment.  rvlajv.r 
Cuuimings  received  a  severe  wound,  wliile  n;ak- 
ing  a  charge,  but  vet  continued  to  tight  until 
exiiuusted  by  the  loss  of  bluod.  (ieneia!  Bo\d 
has  taken  pu'ti^  ular  notice,  in  his  oifi  ia!  des- 
patch, of  the  merits  of  Brig.  Cieu.  Swart wout; 
Colonels  Coles,  Walha'k,  Johnson,  Pierce, 
Oaines,  Rijjhy,  and  .\spinwall;  M.jors  Morgan, 
Crafton.  (iardner,  Beebe  and  Chambers  :  Lieu- 
ten. mts  H«  nry.  Whiting,  and  Worth.  '^I'he  gen- 
eral eoMcludes  his  report  in  tiie  fol'owing  words; 
«'  Permit  me  now  to  add,  sir,  that  (hough  the 
result  of  ihi>«  a  tion  was  not  so  brilliant  and  de- 
cisive as  I  could  have  wished,  and  the  first  sta- 
ges of  it  s<'emed  to  promise,  yet,  when  it  is  re- 
eo'le' ted,  that  the  troops  had  heen  long  expos- 
ed to  hard  privations  and  fatigues,  to  incletuent 
storms,  from  whi<h  they  ceu'd  have  no  shelter; 
that  the  enemy  were  superior  to  us  in  numbers, 
and  great'y  superior  in  position,  and  supported 
by  7  or  S  heavy  gun  boats  ;  that  the  action  be- 
ing unexpected,  was  necessarily  commenced, 
without  much  concert;  that  we  were,  by  una- 
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voidable  circiimslances,  long  deprived  of  our 
arlillery;  and  that  the  action  was  warmly  and 
obstinately  contested  for  more  than  three  hours, 
during  witith  llu  re  were  l)ut  a  few  short  cessa- 
tions of  musketry  and  <annon  ;  when  all  these 
circuinsta:5ces  are  recollected,  perhaps  this  day 
n^ay  be  thought  to  have  added  some  reputation 
to  the  American  arms.  And  if,  on  this  ocea- 
s  o'l.  you  sli  11  believe  me  to  have  done  my  duty, 
and  accomjdishHil  any  one  of  your  purposes,  I 
sliisli  be  sa'isiled  " 

x\rt<^r  this  engagement,  the  troops  proceeded 
down  the  river  witlkout  further  annoyance  from 
the  enemy  or  their  gun  boa(s.  while  the  dra- 
g;»ons,  with  live  pieces  of  artillery,  marciied 
down  the  Canada  shore  without  molestation. — 
The  next  morning  tlu*  flotilla  passed  through 
the  Saut,  and  joined  Gen.  Brown,  near  Corn- 
wall. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Wilkinson  Avith 
General  Brown,  he  learned  that  General  Hamp- 
ton, instead  of  meeting  him  near  that  place,  was 
marching  towards  Lake  Champlain.  The  letter 
of  General  Hampton,  announcing  this  unexpect- 
ed movement,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to 
which  it  was  an  answer,  were  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  a  council  of  war,  who  unanimously 
gave  it.  as  their  opinion.  ♦'  that  the  attack 
on  Montreal  should  be  altandoned  for  the  pre- 
sent sea*on.  and  the  army  near  Cornwall  should 
be  immediately  crossed  to  the  American  shore, 
for  taUing  up  winter  quarters,  and  that  this 
place  afforded  an  eligible  position  for  such  quar- 
ters." 

Thus  ended  the  campaign,  and  an  expedition 
which  seemed,  in  every  respect,  well  calculated 
to  effect  its  object. 
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General  "Wilkinson,  who  attributed  the  fai- 
lure of  this  expedition  to  *<  the  extraordinary, 
unexampled,  and  it  appears,  unwarrantable  con- 
duet  of  Major- General  Hampton,  in  refusing  to 
join  this  army,  with  a  division  of  4000  men,  un* 
der  his  command,  agreeable  to  orders."  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  15th  November, 
writes — 

*<  It  is  a  fact,  for  which  I  am  authorised  to 
pledge  myself,  on  the  most  confidential  author- 
ty,  that  on  the  4th  of  the  present  month,  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal,  consisted  solely 
of  400  marines,  and  200  sailors,  which  had  been 
sent  up  from  Quebec.  We  have,  with  the  pro- 
vision here,  and  that  left  at  Chateaugay,  about 
40  day's  subsistence,  to  which  I  shall  add  50 
more.'* 

In  a  letter  of  the  17th  November,  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson writes — 

"After  what  had  passed  hetween  us,  you  can 
perhaps,  conceive  my  amazement  and  chargrin. 
at  the  conduct  of  Major-General  Hampton.  The 
game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  the 
junction  directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eight 
days.  But  he  chose  to  recede  in  order  to  co- 
operate, and  my  dawning  hopes,  and  the  hopes 
and  honour  of  the  army,  were  blasted." 

The  loss  at  the  battle  of  Williamsbtirgh,   in 
Upper    Canada,    consisted   of   102    killed,    339 
wounded,  including  ofKcers.     The  enemy's  loss 
was  represented,  by  authority  worthy  of  credit, 
to  exceed  500  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Statement  of  the   strength   of  the  enemy,  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Uth  November,  1813,  on  Kesler's  field, 
in  VVilliamsburgh,  in  Upper   Cantdti — founded  on 
the  separate   examination  of  a  number  of  British, 
prisoners  taken  on  the  field  of  battle. 
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Of  the  89th  regiment,  760 

49th     do.  460 

Voltigeur's,  270 
Olengary's,  80  one  company. 

Of  the  100th,  40  a  detachment  from 

Prescoit. 

Canadian  Fencibles,  220 
Indians,  40 

Incorporated  Militia,  300 

2160 
Four  pieces  of  mounted  artillery,  and  7  gun-boats— 
one  mounting  a  24  pounder. 

After  the  trjops  went  into  winter  quarters,  a 
placard  was  distiibuti*(l  in  the  American  camp, 
of  which  the  followinji;  is  a  eony. 

*«  To  the  .Hmricaii  .flnrnj  at  Salmon  Birer. 
NOTICE. — All  American  soldiers  who  are  willing 
to  quit  U<c  unnatural  war  in  which  they  are  at  present 
en:;aged,  will  r  ceive,  at  the  British  out-posts,  the 
arrears  due  tu  them  by  the  American  government,  to 
the  extent  of  five  moniii's  pay  No  man  shall  be  re- 
quired to  serve  against  his  own  country." 

Tiijs  pro(hipe<l  no  desertions,  nor  any  o<lier 
effect,  except  co:itempt  of  the  wretched  author 
.of  tlie  placard. 

A  very  handsome  affiiir  was  executed  the  12th 
Octolier.  hv  a  party  of  men,  under  consmand  of 
Col.  Isaac  dark.  The  Colonel,  with  his  par(y, 
left  CJuzy  Janding.  so  as  to  arrive  at  Massas- 
quoi-bay  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  He 
aiTived  unperecivcd  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  drawn  up  in  oi-der  of  battle, 
by  their  commander,  Mwjor  Powel.  The  en- 
emy commenced  a  fire  on  the  left  flank,  but  in 
ten  minutes  after  the  first  attack,  <he.>  laid 
down  their  arms,  a:»d  surrendered  themseivc* 
prisoners  of  war. 
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Col.  Clark  despatched  Capt.  Finch,  with  his 
company,  lo  reeounoitre  the  course  ol*  a  body  of 
ahoiU  200  men,  who  were  supposed  (o  be  ad- 
vancing against  him.  Capt.  Finch  proceeded 
with  such  promptness  and  ability,  as  to  surprise 
and  capture  the  advanced  guard,  consisting  of 
cavalry,  except  one  man,  wbo  fied,  and,  giving 
the  inlbrmation,  the  enemy  escaped. 

The  prisoners  were  then  put  on  board  boats, 
and  sent  to  Burlington. 

The  whole  American  force  engaged  was  102, 
Tbe  number  of  prisoners  taken  was  101  ;  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy,  23. 

The  success  of  this  expedition  was  materially 
aided  by  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  into  which 
he  marched,  which  a  commander  of  an  expeditioa 
should  always  be  full  master  of. 

The  following  gallant  action  will  be  best  de- 
tailed by  giving  the  ofneial  report  which  was 
made,  in  the  following  words: 

"  Charleston,  ( S.  C  J  August  21^  1813. 
Sir — 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  pri- 
vateer schooner  Decatur,  of  this  port,  arrived  here 
yesterday,  with  H.  B.  M.  schooner  Dominico,  her 
prize.  She  was  captured  on  the  5th  inst.  after  a  moat 
gallant  and  despex-ate  action  of  one  hour,  and  carried 
by  boarding,  having  all  her  ofiiccrs  killed  or  wound- 
ed, except  one  midshipman.  The  Dominico  mounts 
15  guns,  one  a  32  pounder,  on  a  pivot,  and  had  a  com- 
plement of  83  men  at  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion, 60  of  whom  were  killed  or  wounded.  She  was 
one  of  the  best  equipped  and  manned  vessels  of  her 
class  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Decatur  mounts  7  guns, 
and  had  a  complement  of  103  men  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  nineteen  of  whom  were  killed 
and  wounded.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
yespcct,  >our  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  DENT. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones;^  Secretary  of  tiie  Navy." 
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During  the  combat,  which  lasted  an  hour,  the 
king's  packet  ship,  Princess  Charlotte,  remained 
a  silent  spectator  of  the  scene,  and  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  disengaged  from  each  other, 
she  tacked  about,  and  stood  to  the  southward. 
She  had  sailed  from  St.  Thomas,  hound  to  Eng- 
land, under  convoy,  to  a  certain  latitude,  of  the 
Dominico. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Dominico  consisted  of 
13  killed  and  47  wounded;  five  of  whom  mortally. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month,  (August,  1813,) 
the  V.  S.  brig  Argus  was  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tish sJoop  ol  war  Pelican.  The  Argus  sailed 
from  New-York,  the  21st  June,  for  France,  and 
arrived  at  Le  Orient,  after  a  passage  of  23  days, 
vhere  3fr.  Crawford,  minister  from  the  United 
States,  to  the  court  of  France,  landed.  From 
Le  Orient,  the  Argus  sailed,  on  a  cruise,  in  the 
British  ehanr'el,  where  she  fell  in  with  the  Bri- 
tish sloop  Pelican,  lilted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  Argus.  The  action  was  well  sup- 
ported by  the  Americans  for  40  minutes,  when 
the  enetiiy  succeeded  in  capturing  the  Argus, 
by  boarding.  The  number  of  killed  a  ;d  wound- 
ed on  board  the  American  will  best  explain  the 
bravery  with  which  the  ship  was  defended,  a- 
gainst  a  vessel,  which  the  British  editors  ac- 
knowledged to  be  superior  in  size  and  arnia- 
ment.  Killed,  on  board  the  Argus,  2  midship- 
men, 4  seamen  ;  wounded,  mortally,  Capt.  'W'm. 
H.  Allen,  commander,  1  carpenter,  1  boatswain's 
mate,  1  seaman  ;  wounded,  severely,  Lieut.  Wat- 
son, 1  quarter-master,  3  seamen,  1  carpenter's 
mate  ;  wounded,  slightly,  S  ;  total,  24. 

W  hen  Captain  x\llen  was  removing  out  of  the 
Argus,  to  be  conveyed   to  the  hospital,  he  ex- 
claimed— «  God  hJch'S.  yoitf  wy  lads,  rce  shall  iic 
i'CP  meet  again.-' 
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Tlie  Argus,  previous  io  her  capture,  bad  ta- 
ken and  destroyed  21  sail  of  British  vessels. 

The  following  statement  \yill  show  the  force 
of  the  two  vessels. 

A7'gus — 16  2i  pound  carronades,  2  long  9's — 
burthen  298  tons,  9i  men  lit  for  duty,  5  sick, 
the  rest  absent  in  prizes. 

Felican — 22  32  pound  carronades,  2  long  9's> 
and  2  swivels — burthen  58 i  tons,  179  men,  11 
of  them  volunteers  for  the  occasion,  from  ships 
at  Cork. 

On  ihe  5th  Septen»ber,  the  U.  S.  brig  Enler'- 
orize,  Williain  Burrows,  commander, fell  in  with 
k.  B.  M.  brig  Boxer,  Capt.  BIythe.  The  Bri- 
tish brig  was  discovered  at  anchor,  in  shore,  at 
5  o'clock,  A.  31.  Pcnmaquid  bearing  north,  8 
miles  distance.  After  soiiie  manojuvring,  the 
brigs  approached  at  a  quarter  past  3  P.  M. 
W'itliin  half  pistol  shot  of  each  other,  when  the 
action  commenced.  At  20  njinutes  past  3,  the 
brave  commander  of  the  Enterprize  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded;  while  lying  on  the  deck,  lie  re- 
fused to  be  car!-ied  b  low,  raised  his  head,  and 
requested  •♦  that  thi' Jla^s;  mii:ht  never  be  sfi'iick.*' 
Thus  lay  the  ititrepid  Buimows,  until  he  learned 
the  result  of  the  actio;),  when,  clasping  hia 
hands,  he  said,  *•  I  die  couiented.-'  He  was  then 
taken  below,  and  died  in  S  hours  afterwards — » 
At  i  P.  M.  the  enemy  ceased  fii-iag,  and  cried 
out  for  quarters  ;  saying.  Ihai  as  tlielr  colours 
were  nniled,  the]}  could  7toi  haul  ihem  doivn  ; — 
a  snfti'ient  proof  that  it  was  resolved  never  to 
yield  to  a  Yankee  crew.  Some  of  the  crew  of 
the  Boxer  havp  acknowledged,  that  she  left  nort 
ivlth  a  comph'snent  of  115  ]}'icked  men,  J^ar  IJis 
purpose  of  lakJr.s;  the  Entcrp  iz"  :  tliaf  six  iiea 
i^ere  put  on  board  a  prize,  and  six  ashoi'e  oa  the 
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island  oi"  Manbiggen,.  leaving  on  board,  when 
tJic  action  commenced,  10 i  ;  whieb  account  a- 
grees  witb  the  muster- book,  found  on  board  of 
tbc  Boxer.  Tlie  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  tbe  Boxer,  could  not  be  ascertained 
>vitb  certain(y,  as  many  of  tbe  former  were 
thrown  overboaro.  The  senior  officer  of  tho 
Entcrprize  states  it,  from  (be  best  information 
he  could  obtain,  at  between  iO  and  30  killed,  and 
li  wounded.  Capt.  Blvtbe,  tbe  commander  of 
tbe  Boxer,  was  among  tbe  killed.  The  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Hull  to  Com. 
Baiubridge,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted. 

"  I  yesterday  visited  the  two  brigs,  and  was  as» 
tonished  to  see  the  difference  of  injury  sustained  ia 
the  action.  The  Enter/irize  has  but  one  18  pound 
shot  in  her  hull,  one  in  her  maia-mast,  and  one  in  her^ 
fore-mast;  her  sails  are  much  cut  with  grape  shot,, 
and  there  are  a  great  number  of  grape  lodged  in  her 
sides,  but  no  injury  done  by  them.  The  Boxer  has 
eighteen  or  twenty  18  pound  shot  in  her  hull,  most 
of  them  at  the  water's  edge  ;  several  stands  of  18 
pound  grape  stick  in  her  side,  and  such  a  quantity 
of  small  grape,  that  I  did  not  undertake  to  count 
them.  Her  masts,  sails  and  spars,  are  literally  cut 
to  pieces,  several  of  her  guns  dismounted  and  un- 
fit for  service  ;  her  top-gallant  fore-castle  nearly  ta- 
ken off  by  the  shot ;  her  boats  cut  to  pieces,  and 
lier  quarters  injured  in  proportion.  To  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  shot  about  her,  I  inform 
you,  that  I  counted  in  her  raaio-niast  alone,  three  18 
pound  shot  holes,  18  large  grape  shot  holes;  16 
musket  ball  holes,  and  a  large  number  of  smaller 
ahot  holes,  and  without  counting  above  the  cat  har- 
pins.  We  find  it  impossible  to  get  at  the  number 
killed  ;  no  papers  are  found  by  which  we  can  ascer- 
t-ain  it — I,  however,  counted  upwards  of  90  ham- 
mocksj  which  were    in    h«r   netting  with  beds  ia 
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ihein,  besides  several  beds  without  hammocks  ; — ■ 
she  has  excellent  accommodations  for  all  her  offi- 
cers below  in  state  rooms,  so  that  I  have  no  doubt 
tiiat  she  had  100  men  on  board.  We  know  that 
she  has  several  of  the  Rattler's  men,  and  a  quantity 
of  wads  was  taken  out  of  the  Rattler,  loaded  with 
4  larj;e  grape  shot,  with  a  small  hole  in  the  centre, 
to  put  in  a  cartridge,  that  the  inside  of  the  wad  may 
take  fire  when  it  leaves  the  gun.  In  short,  she  is 
in  every  respect  completely  fitted  :  and  her  accom- 
modations exceed  any  thing  1  have  seen  in  a  vessel 
of  her  class." 

If  there  is  an  iVmeriean  who  would  deny  the 
honour  due,  on  this  occasion,  lo  tiie  American 
tars,  let  him  read  the  followinj^  from  a  London 
paper,  and  yield,  however  unwillingly,  the  palm 
to  the  first  nation  in  the  world,  the  hitherto  des- 
pised citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
in;;  is  a  conv  of  the  extract  aliuded  to. 

"  Among  the  American  news,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  papers  just  received  from  that  country,  ik 
pains  us  to  find  a  full  confirmation  of  the  loss  of  hi§ 
majesty's  brig  Boxer,  whivh  has  added  another  lau- 
rel to  the  naval  honours  of  the  United  States.  The 
vessel  by  which  she  was  captured,  is  represented 
(falsely,  we  believe,)  as  of  only  equal  force  with  her- 
self; but  what  we  regret  to  perceive  stated,  and 
trust  will  be  found  much  exaggerated,  is  that  the 
Boxer  was  literally  cut  to  pieces^  in  satls^  riggings 
sfiars,  and  hull  ;  whilst  the  Eiiterprize  (her  antago- 
nist,) was  in  a  situation  to  commeiice  a  similar  action 
invnediately  afterivarcls.  The  fact  seems  to  be  but 
too  clearly  established,  that  the  Americans  have 
tome  sufierior  mode  of  firing  ;  and  we  cannot  be 
too  anxiously  employed  in  discoveriug  to  what  cir- 
cumstances that  superiority  is  owing.  The  Boxer 
was  certainly  not  lost  for  want  of  heroism.  The 
British  captain  nailed  his  colours  to  the  mast,  and 
bappily  did  not  live  to  see  them  struck.    Both  coiti- 
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manders  died  in  the  action,  which  appears  to  have- 
been  of  the  most  desperate   kind  ;  and  both   were 
buried  at  ihe  same  time,  in   the  port  to  which   the 
prize  was  carried." 

'Vhe  loss  on  board  the  Enterprize,  Avas — 1  or- 
dinary seaman  killed:  1  commander,  (Burrows,) 
1  midshipman,  (K.  Waters,)  1  carpentei-'s  mate, 
mortally  wounded ;  3  quarter-masters,  1  boat- 
swain's mate,  3  seamen,  1  marine,  wounded. — 
Total  li. 

I'he  remains  oF  the  qjillant  commanders, 
(Burrows  and  Biythe.)  were  buried  in  Porllarsd, 
with  military  honours.  Capt.  BIyihe,  of  the 
Boxer,  Mas  one  of  the  pall-bearers  a(  the  ftme- 
lal  honours  paid  to  the  late  Captain  Lawrence, 
at  Haliftix. 

The  fo*ilowing  memorial  was  caused  to  be  inscrib- 
ed on  the  monument  of  the  gallant  Lieut.  Buhkows> 
of  Portland,  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Datis,  of  New-York: 

Bl.NEATH    THIS    STONE 

Aloulders 
THE     BODY    OF 

WILLI  A  .V    B  U  liROW  S, 

L.att  Commander  of  the 
UNITED  STATES'  BRIG  ENTERPRIZE, 
Who  was  mortally  wounded  oi;  the  5th  of  September, 
1 8  13,  in  an  action,  which  conirihuted  to  increase 
the  fame  of  ■. mericMn  valour  by  Cap'uring  his 
BlllT.   MAJESTY'S    BUIG   BOXER, 
after  a  severe  contest  ol  4d  minutes 
A  passing  stranger  hasertctcd  tliis  monument  of  re- 
spect 10  the  manes  of  a  patriot,  who  in  the  hour  of 
peril,    obeyed  the  loud  summor.s  of    an  injured 
count- y,  and  wno  gallantly  met,  fought  and  con- 
quered tbe  foeman. 

The  U.  S.  brisj  Enterprize,  was  formerly  a 
schooner,  and  is  the  same  vessel  wiih  which 
Lieut.  Sterrett,  ia.  August,  1801,  captured  -wiih- 
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out  the  loss  of  a  man,  the  Tripolitan  ship  of 
war  Tripoli,  of  14  guns,  and  85  men,  50  of  whom 
were  killed  and  wounded. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  present  to 
the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieut.  William  Bur- 
rows, and  to  Lieut.  R.  M'Call,  of  the  brig  En- 
terprize,  a  gold  medal ;  and  a  silver  medal  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  said  vessel. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  having  con- 
sidered the  Boxer  as  equal  in  force  to  the  En- 
terprize,  has  ordered  her  to  be  delivered  up  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

Com.  Rodgers  arrived  at  Newport,  the  26th 
September,  in  the  frigate  President,  having 
sailed  from  Boston,  on  his  third  cruise,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Congress,  the  30th  of  April  pre- 
ceding. After  parting  company  with  the  Con- 
gress, on  the  8th  May,  in  Ion.  60  W.  lat.  39, 
30,  N.  he  shaped  his  course  to  the  southward 
of  the  Grand  Bank,  with  the  view  to  intercept 
the  enemy's  West-India  trade :  being  disap> 
pointed  in  this  quarter,  he  pursued  a  route  to 
the  northward,  on  a  parallel  with  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  Grand  Bank,  so  as  to  cross  the 
tracks  of  the  West-India,  Halifax,  Quebec,  and 
St.  John's  trade.  Not  being  successful,  after 
reaching  the  latitude  of  48  N.  he  steered  to- 
wards the  Azores,  off  which  he  continued  until 
the  6th  June,  without  meeting  an  enemy's  ves- 
sel. From  hence,  he  crowded  sail  to  the  N.  E. 
in  search  of  an  enemy's  convoy,  which  he  learn- 
ed was  seen  sailing  from  the  West-Indies,  to 
England.  Although  disappointed  in  falling  in 
with  the  convoy,  he  nevertheless  made  4  cap- 
tures, the  9th  and  13th  of  June.  This  brought 
him   so  f;»r  to  the  north  and  east,  that  he  re- 
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solved  on  going  into  the  North  Sea.  He  put 
into  Noi'th  Beigen  on  the  27th  June,  to  procure 
provisions  and  water,  not  having  seen  any  enc- 
my's  vessels  since  the  I3th.  At  Bergen  he  could 
procure  only  water,  and  departed  from  thence 
the  2d  July,  stretching  over  towards  the  Ork- 
ney-islands ;  and  from  thence  towards  the 
North  Cape,  in  search  of  a  British  convoy,  that 
was  to  sail  from  Archangel,  of  which  he  ob- 
tained information  from  2  vessels,  which  he  cap- 
tured on  the  13th  and  18th  July.  In  this 
object  he  was  disappointed,  by  the  appearance 
of  2  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  (a  line  of  bat- 
tle ship,  and  a  frigate.)  off  the  North  Cape,  on 
the  lyth  July.  The  President  was  chased  by 
these  2  ships  for  80  hours,  but  efiected  her  es- 
cape. The  Commodore  next  proceeded  to  a  sta- 
tion where  he  might  intercept  the  trade  passing 
into  and  out  of  the  Irish  channel.  In  this  posi- 
tion he  made  3  captures,  between  the  25th  Ju- 
ly, and  1st  August;  when,  fearing  the  great  su- 
perior force  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  he 
changed  his  ground;  and,  after  taking  a  cir- 
cuit round  Ireland,  and  getting  into  the  latitude 
of  Cape  Clear,  he  steered  for  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland, near  which  he  made  2  captures — 
From  the  Banks,  he  sfeered  for  ihe  United 
States ;  and,  being  short  of  provisions,  was 
compelled  to  make  the  first  port,  in^o  which  he 
could  safely  enter.  He  brought  in  with  him  H« 
B.  \I.  schr.  High  Flyer,  a  tender  to  Admiial 
Warren,  captured  on  the  23d  July.  He  took  271 
prisoners:  216  of  whom  were  sent  home  in  car- 
tels, and  fta  brought  home  in  the  President. 

Th»»  movens'-nts.  o    the  Niagara  frontier,  be- 
gan at  tliis  time  to  wear  a  very  serious  aspect. 
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The  following  address  was  eircalated  in  the 
western  disti'ict  of  the  state  of  Xew-York. 

«  TO   THE   PATRIOTS  OF  THE  WESTERN 
DISTRICT. 

"  The  period  being  at  hand  which  is  to  decide 
the  fite  of  the  province  of  Upper  Cunada,  and  the 
•command  of  tne  Niagara  frontier  having  devolv  d 
on  me,  I  thinic  proper  to  invite  the  old  and  young 
patrio's  of  the  Western  District  to  join  my  brigade 
in  defence  of  their  country  and  rights — any  number 
not  exceeding  1000,  will  be  iccepted  and  organized 
immediately  o,^  their  arrival  at  Lewistoa,  and  otfi- 
cered  by  the  cnoice  of  their  men.  As  the  move- 
ments of  an  army  require  secrecx ,  objects  in  view 
cannot  be  p.,rticnl  irly  developed  ;  but  those  who  feel 
disposed  to  distinguish  themselves,  and  render  ser- 
vices to  their  coun  ly,  m  y  be  assured  that  some- 
thing efficient-and  decisive  will  be  done.  The  term 
of  service  will  be  2  months,  if  not  sonner  discharg- 
ed :  and  every  thing  shail  be  done  to  render  their 
situations  as  comfortable  as  possible.  I  wish  none 
to  volunteer  who  may  have  any  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  cr  jss'  the  Niagara  river:  1400  of  my  bri- 
gade have  already  volunteered  to  cro-s  the  river, 
and  go  wherever  they  may  be  required  ;  and  600  of 
them  are  now  doing  du'y  at  Fort  Geo'ge.  I  flatter 
mysplf  that  no  other  consi'leration  need  be  urged, 
than  love  of  rountry.  to  excite  the  patriotism  of  the 
yeo'tianry  of  the  Western  District. 

Gven  at  head-qu  rters,  Lewiston,  October  2d4 
1813. 

GEORGE  M'CLURE,  Brig.  Gen. 
Commanding  Niagara  Frontier." 

A  considei-ahle  Duinher  of  patHotic  volunteers 
flocked,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  standard  of  Gen. 
M'Clurc. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  general's 
letter  to   Goveroor  Tompkiusa  of  the  state  erf 
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New-York,  dated   Fort   George,   6th   October, 
1813. 

*«  We  have  commenced  offensive  operations  a- 
^ainst  the  enemy.  About  500  militia  volunteers, 
and  about  150  Indians,  commanded  by  Col.  Chapin, 
attacked  the  picket  guard  of  the  enemy  about  a  mile 
and  an  half  from  Fort  George,  and  drove  them  in 
upon  the  main  body,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  fire 
from  several  field  pieces.  Our  men  retired  in  good 
order  into  the  fort,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed 
and  two  or  three  wounded.  The  enemy's  Iohs  was 
7  killed,  man  V  wounded,  and  4  prisoners. 

*'  jn  a  short  time,  the  enemy  appeared  in  consider- 
able force  within  5oO  yards  of  tlie  fo  t,  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods  ;  Chapin  again  sallied  out  with  about 
300  men,  and  some  Indians,  commenced  a  brisk  fire 
on  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  drove  them 
half  a  mile — but,  perceiving,  by  the  movements  ot 
the  enemy,  that  they  would  outflanR  us,  I  ordered 
30 )  ^o  reinforce  him,  and  in  two  detachments  to  at- 
tack the  enemy's  flanks.  We  succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  into  the  woods,  when  night  coming  on, 
put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  Our  loss  was  trifling ; 
I  haVH  not  ascertained  that  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Chapin  is  a  brave  man.  Every  officer  and  soldier 
did  his  duty." 

Col.  Cbapiii.  in  a  private  letter,  to  a  friend  in 
Buffaloe,  thus  details  the  brush  be  bad  with  the 
enemy. 

"  While  at  dinner,  I  received  information  of  the 
British  army  being  in  the  town  of  Newark  J  im- 
jnediotely  rallied  a  party  of  100  men,  and  commenc- 
ed a  fire  upon  them,  w'lo  retur  led  it  with  much 
warmth — we  kept  the  ground  till  we  were  rein- 
forced by  60  Indians,  and  100  militia.  With  this 
force,  we  compelled  tlie  enemy  to  retreat,  and  pur- 
sued them  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  we  received 
a  reinfo)  cement  of  100  men;  with  this  force,  we 
*irove  them  half  a  mile  farther,  where  they   covered 
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Uiemselves  in  a  ravine,  and  opened  a  most  tremen- 
dous fire  of  musketry  upon  us.  After  an  hour  and 
a  half  hard  fighting,  we  drove  them  Irom  the  ravine, 
back  to  the  batteries — it  being  now  nearly  dark,  we 
returned  in  good  order. 

"  From  some  deserters,  and  a  prisoner  we  took, 
we  learn  that  we  had  contended  with  the  whole  Bri- 
tish army,  consisting  ot  1 100  men,  with  the  great 
Gen.  Vincent  at  their  head  ;  and  that  we  killed  32. 
Our  loss  was  4,  killed  and  wounded." 

Major  Chapin  has  recently  been  brevetted 
licutenant-coloiiel,  in  the  United  States'  arm;^?. 

Gen.  M'Chire,  witli  the  New-York  nii'.fiia, 
volunteers  and  Indians,  succeeded  in  driving  the 
British  army  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Gcori^e, 
and  pursued  theoi  as  far  as  Tweive-mile-creek. 
Col.  Scott,  who  commanded  at  F'ort  George, 
having  informed  Ge  i.  M'Clurc,  that  he  was  un- 
der orders  to  leave  that  placa  with  the  regulars, 
the  general  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  de- 
sign, and  return  to  Fort  George. 

It  was  General  M'Ciure's  wish,  by  the  aid  of 
the  regular  troops,  to  clear  Upper  Canada  abyve 
Kingston,  of  the  Britisli  armies,  to  establisii  a 
temporary  government,  secure  the  friendship, 
and  if  necessary,  the  co  operation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  compel  the  Indians  to  seperate  them- 
selves from  the  enemy,  or  accompany  them  in 
their  retreat.  That  tliis  couhl  be  effected,  cau 
scarcely  be  douted,  but  it  was  necessarily  aban- 
doned in  favour  of  a  design  which  originated  with 
the  general  government,  and  which,  had  it  suc- 
ceeded, would  have  been  more  important.  The 
regular  troops  were  principally  drawn  from  the 
Niagara  frontier,  to  co-operate  with  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson in  his  intended  atta/k  on  Montreal.  Gen, 
Harrison's  army  was  also  ordered  to  Suekett's 
o 
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Harbour.  Gen.  !RI'Clurc  endeavoured  to  inllu- 
onee  Gen.  liarrison  to  aid  him  in  atlackiiig  «hc 
eneiiiyj  but  the  instruclions  from  the,  general 
government  ^^ere  josilive ;  and  Com.  Chann- 
cey  had  arrived  v^hh  liis  fleet  to  remove  the 
troops  to  Siickett's  Harbour.  The  for*  e  remain- 
ing with  Gen.  M-Clure.  \\as  barel;y  sufluient  to 
det'end  Fort  George,  and  entirely  inadequate  to 
offensive  operations;  and  tliis  foree,  ^viiich  the 
general  stated  to  be  »<  ungoverimble,'^  would 
soon  be  reduced  by  the  expiration  of  their  term 
of  service. 

'i  he  militia  returned  to  their  homes,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  tbat  were  induced  to  remain 
beyond  the  lern»  of  their  enlistment.  The  gene- 
ra! llnding  his  force  reduced  to  a  number  inade- 
quate to  defend  his  post,  and  the  enemy  advanced 
vithin  a  few  miles  of  him.  he  called  a  council  of 
officers,  and  put  to  them  the  question,  «»  Is  the 
fort  tenable  with  the  present  number  of  men?'' 
They  were  unanimous  in  the  opinicn,  tbat  it 
"was  not  tenable.  The  arnis,  an.munilion,  and 
public  stores,  were  ini.medlately  sent  across  the, 
river,  and,  as  a  measure  deenjed  necessary  to 
the  safety  of  the  troops,  the  town  of  j\>wark 
was  burned.  <♦  This  act.  (said  Gen.  M'Clure.) 
however  distressing  to  the  iuhabitants,  and  my 
feelings,  was  by  order  of  the  Secrcfanj  of  IVar. 
and  I  believe,  at  the  same  time,  pro])er.''  'I  lie 
inhabitants  had  twelve  hours  notice  to  remove 
their  effects  and  such  ss  chose  to  cross  t]:e  river, 
"were  provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Capt.  Leor.ard  A^as  left  in  cGiKmand  at  Fort 
IN^iagara,  with  150  regulars;  Coh-nel  Grieves, 
with  20  men,  and  2  pieces  of  artillery,  was  at 
Le\>istoii;  Major  Mallory,  witli  40  Canadian 
militia^   were   stationed  at  Schlosser;  and  thf 
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general  went  to  Buffaloc.  to  provide  for  tlie 
safety  of  that  plaoe,  and  Black  Kotk. 

Front  iJuii'aloe,  General  iM'Ciiire  issued  an 
address  to  tlie  inliabitanls  of  the  eouniifs  of 
Niagara,  Oenesstc,  and  Clia(ague,  apprizing 
them  of  the  menaced  invasion  of  that  frontier, 
and  cai!Ji)g  on  the;*-,  to  repair  to  Lewiston, 
Si'hlosser,  and  Buffuhte,  for  the  pnrjjose  of  de- 
fending their  country  and  home  against  a  bar- 
barous enemy.  This  was  too  late  (o  produce  the 
desired  effect. 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  lOtli  Deccm'jer,  about 
h  o'clock,  the  enemy,  consisting  of  regul.U's,  nii- 
litiii,  and  Indians,  to  the  number,  by  the  most 
prolKible  account,  of  1500  men,  crossed  the  Ni- 
agara river  at  Five-mile  meadow,  and  'advanced 
?igainst  Fort  Niagara,  which  they  completely 
surprised,  entering  it  while  the  men  were  near- 
ly all  asleep,  asul  killing,  without  mercy  or  dis- 
crimination, tlu»se  who  came  in  their  way.  It 
wi  1  be  recollected  tlsat  an  attack  on  this  place 
was  expected,  and  that  Captain  Leonard,  wbo 
conunanded,  had  directions  accordingly ;  yet 
General  M'Ciure  observes,  in  liis  official  des- 
patch, "  1  am  induced  to  think  (hat  the  disaster 
is  not  attributable  to  any  7caiit  of  [roopSt  but  to 
gross  nejilecl  in  the  conunanding  officer  of  the 
fort.  Captain  Leonard,  in  not  preparing,  being 
ready,  and  looking  out  for  the  expected  attack." 
It  appears  !)y  another  letter  from  Gen.  M'Ciure, 
**  that  Captain  liconard  was  not  in  the  fort  at  the 
time  of  the  attack,  having  left  it  at  a  late  hour 
the  preceding  evening." 

On  the  same  morning  on  which  Niagara  was 
taken,  a  detachment  of  militia  stationed  at 
Lewiston,  under  command  of  Major  Bennet, 
was  attacked  by  a   strong  party  of  the  cneu}y> 
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till  the  major  and  his  few  men  cut  thcii*  way 
■with  great  hravei-^v  through  fecveral  Iiundieds 
of*  savages  and  ethers,  hy  vhom  they  were  sur- 
rounded. The  tillages  of  Youngstown,  Lewis- 
ton,  Manchester,  the  Indian  Tuscarora  village, 
and  all  the  intervening  houses,  were  burned, 
and  nsany  of  the  inhabitants  inhumanly  butcher- 
ed, without  respect  to  age  or  sex,  by  savages, 
headed  by  British  Officers  jtmnlcd.  Major  Mal- 
lory,  v>ho  was  stationed  at  Schlosser,  with  about 
40  Canadian  militia,  boldly  advanced  to  Lewis- 
Ion  heights,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  fall 
back  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  :  for  two  days 
ihe  major  continued  to  resist  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  to  the 
Tautawanty  creek. 

;R!ajor-General  Hall,  on  hearing  the  danger- 
ous and  exposed  state  of  the  frontier,  hastened 
to  Batavia  ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  De- 
cember, at  the  request  of  General  M'Clure, 
took  the  chief  ( ommand  of  the  men  then  assem- 
bling to  repel  the  enemy.  There  was  a  great 
deficiency  of  ammunition  and  arms.  AVith  what 
could  be  procured,  the  general  commenced  his 
march  towards  Lewiston  on  the  25th,  having 
under  his  command  159  iufantry,  under  Lieut. 
Col.  Lawrence,  supported  by  one  company  of 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Marvin,  and  in  the  ex- 
pectation to  join  a  corps  of  militia,  said  to  be 
^(0  strong,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Atcheson,  which 
was  stationed  15  miles  east  from  Lewiston, 
with  instructions,  if  possible,  to  join  the  main 
force  at  Ruffaloe.  On  the  morning  of  the  2()th, 
General  Hall  arrived  at  Buffaloe,  Avhcrc  he  found 
a  considerable  body  of  irregular  troops  of  vari- 
ous descriptions.  General  M'Clure  was  left  in 
TBommand   at  Batavia.     Oa  the  27th  the  troops 
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ut  BufiUloe  and  Black  Rock,  were  reviewed,  and 
foiiud  to  consist,  in  the  aggregate,  including  In- 
dians, of  i  711.  men,  which  were  increased,  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th,  by  about  300  men, 
giving  an  entire  force  of  2011  men  ^  but  this 
force  was  soon  reduced,  by  desertion,  to  1200; 
and  even  these  so  deficient  in  ammunition,  that 
a  part  of  the  cartridges  were  made  and  distribu- 
ted after  the  men  were  paraded  for  battle,  oo 
the  morning  of  tlje  30th. 

In  the  evening  of  the  29ih,  at  12  o'clock,  the 
horse  palroie  had  been  fired  on,  a  short  distance 
beiow  Conjaktie's  creek,  and  one  mile  below 
B'ack  Rock.  The  troops  were  immediately 
}>araded,  and  stood  by  their  arms.     An  attempt 

[»s    made   to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the    sai- 

■'s  battery  near  Conjoktie's,  of  which  he  had 
'  iL^ined  possession,  'i'he  attempt  failed,  through 
r  a  darkness  of  the  night,  and  confusion  into 
which  the  militia  were  thi-own  by  the  enen\>'s 
iire.  A  second  body  of  militia,  sent  on  the  same 
service,  was  equally  unsuccessful ;  the  men. 
after  a  short  skirmish,  fled  in  disorder.  A  third 
detachment  was  ordered  on  the  same  service, 
{)ut  was  recalled  to  oppose  a  body  of  men  which 
was  discovered,  as  the  diy  dawned,  crossing  the 
river.  As  soon  as  the  force  of  the  enemy  was 
ascertained  to  be  large,  and  comnnnded  by 
liieut.  (yol.  Drummond,  and  their  position  re- 
co  t  loitr  d,  the  best  possible  disposiiran  was 
made  to  oppose  them,  wiijj  a  force  itfrior  in 
numbei',  as  it  was  in  experience,  and  ammuni' 
tions  of  war.  General  Hall  thus  briefly  details 
thcelfrct: 

"  The  attack  was  commenced  by  a  fire  from  our 
six  pounder  unfi.r  lieut.  Seely,  below  general  Por- 
t€r's  houscj  and  one  24  and  two  1 2  pounders  at  the 
0  2 
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br.ttcry,  under  command  of  lieut.  Farnum,  of  the 
'ilst  U.  S.  Infantn,  acting  as  a  volunteer.  At  llie- 
same  'ime  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
batteries  on  the  oppos'-tc  side  of  the  river,  of  shellsj 
spherical  ;aid  liot  shot,  and  ball.  The  regiment  un- 
<1er  conimund  of  col.  Blakeslie,  about  400  strong, 
were  rtgulcii iy  in  line,  together  -with  detached  bo- 
dies from  other  corps,  amounting,  according  lo  the 
best  estimate  I  can  make,  in  all  aKout  600  men. — 
These  few  but  brave  men,  commenced  the  attack 
vith  n  u«;ket)y  upon  the  enemy  in  th(ir  boats,  and 
poured  upon  thrm  a  most  destiuctive  fire.  Every 
inch  of  ground  was  disputed  with  the  steady  cool- 
ness of  veterans,  and  at  the  expense  of  many  valua» 
ble  lives.  Their  bravery,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
casts  a  lustre  over  their  namrs,  reflects  equal  dis- 
grace on  those  who  fled  at  the  first  appearance  of 
danger — and  whom  neither  intres^ties  nor  threats 
could  turn  back  to  the  support  of  their  comrades. 

«'  Perceiving  that  tlie  Indians,  en  whom  I  had  re- 
lied ior  attacking  the  enemy's  flank,  were  off"ering 
us  no  assistance — and  that  our  right  was  endanger- 
ed by  the  enemy's  left,  I  g-we  directions  for  the  re- 
serve, under  command  of  col.  M'Mahan,  to  attack 
the  enemy  in  flank  on  our  right.  But  terror  had 
dissipated  this  corps,  and  but  few  of  them  could  be 
3'allifcd  by  their  officers  and  brought  to  the  attack. 
Of  this  corps  there  are  some  who  merit  well  of 
their  country — but  more  who  covered  themselves 
with  disgn.ce.  The  defeetion  of  the  Indians  and  of 
my  reserve,  and  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  ca- 
-valiy  and  mounted  men,  fy  reason  of  the  nature  of 
the  ground  on  which  they  must  act,  left  the  forces 
longaged  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  in  front  and 
■flank.  After  standing  their  ground  for  about  one 
3ialf  hour,  opposed  to  veterans  and  highly  discip- 
lined troops,  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  nearly 
surrounded,  a  retreat  became  necessary  to  their 
safety,  which  was  accordingly  made.  I  then  made 
everv  efFori  to   rally  the  troops  with  n  view  to  ren«vf. 
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the  attack  on  the  enemy's  columns,  on  their  ap^ 
proach  to  the  village  of  Buffaioe.  But  every  effort 
proved  ineffectual  ;  and  experience  proves,  that  with 
miiitia  a  retreat  becoaies  a  flight,  and  a  battle  once 
endt^d,  the  army  is  dissipated.  Deserted  by  my 
principal  force,  I  fell  back  that  night  to  the  Eleven 
mile  creek,  and  was  forced  to  leave  Ihe  flourishing 
villages  of  Black  Rock  and  Buffaloe,  a  prey  to  the 
enemy,  which  they  have  pillaged  and   laid  in  ashes." 

General  Ilali  retired  to  Eleven  mile  creek* 
where  he  collected  about  300  men  ;  and,  with 
these,  endeavoured  to  cover  the  fleeing  Inhabi- 
lants,  and  make  a  show  to  prevent  the  advance 
of  the  enemy. 

Eight  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  the  liands  of 
the  enemy.  About  30  men  were  killed,  and 
^mewliat  more  than  that  number  wounded,  in 
the  dcfenoe  of  Black  Roek.  But  the  worst  re- 
mains to  be  told,  or  rather  some  faint  idea  to  be 
given  of  the  indescribable  barbarity  of  the  enemy. 

Black  Rock  and  Buffaloe  were  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  every  building  for  two  miles  east  of 
Buffaloe  on  the  Batavia  road,  and  almost  every 
building  between  Bnffaloe  and  Niagara  along  the 
river.  <•  The  enen>y,*'  says  General  Hall,  »'  had 
with  him  at  Black  Rock  and  Buffaloe,  a  number 
of  Indians,  (the  general  opinion  in  that  country 
is  about  200.)  who  pursued  their  accustomed 
mode  of  horrid  warfare,  by  tomahawking,  scalp- 
ing, and  otherwise  mutilating  the  persons  who 
£ell  in<o  their  hands.  Among  the  victims  of 
their  savage  barbarity,  was  a  Mrs.  Lovejoy,  of 
Buffaloe,  who  was  tomahawked,  and  afterwards 
burnt  in  her  own  house.  The  conduct  of  these 
savages  has  struck  the  minds  of  the  peo|)leon  the 
JMagara  frontier  with  such  horror,  as  to  make 
it  absolutely  necessary,   that  a  more  effitaent 
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forcR  than  the  ordinary  militia  of  the  coiiiihy. 
should  be  employed  for  its  proteetion,  to  prevent 
its  beeoiiiing  eiiiireiy  depopulated."  - 

All  the  settlements  of  a  populous  country,  40 
Allies  square,  were  eouipletely  broken  up,  and 
42*000  persons  sent  as  if  into  beggery.  The 
tomahawk  Jind  bayonet  deprived  parents  of  their 
ehildren.  a;  d  chidren  of  their  parents;  the  sa- 
vages while  and  red,  \>ho  acted  not  merc^Iy  as 
conquerors,  but  as  nuii  derers  and  robbers,  by  a 
fell  swoop,  pounced  upon  their  prey  with  the  fe- 
rocity «>f  the  t-.:i;er,  and  the  all-desolating  i-uin  of 
the  locust.  On  the  4th  January  the  robbers  re- 
tired into  their  own  woods,  not  ihiring  to  wait 
the  chastiserricnt  that  was  prepared  for  them. 

Considerable  coniributioiis  of  money  were  col- 
lected for  the  relief  of  the  sui-viving  sufferers, 
who  gradually  rciurned  to  view  tlie  smoking 
ruins  of  (lieir  late  habitations. 

The  enemy  having  dedared  their  conduct  on 
the  Niagara  frontier,  to  have  been  committed  in 
retaliation  for  excesses  said  to  have  been  corn- 
iTiitted  by  tlie  American  armies  in  Canada,  the 
cej.'sure.  or  rather  indignation  of  the  sutieriitg 
inhabitants  were  turned  against  Gen.  ]M*Clure, 
who  had  the  command.  The  general,  previous 
to  retiring  from  command,  published  an  address 
to  the  public*  in  justillcation  of  his  own  conduct, 
in  which  he  seems  to  have  h-vu  pretty  success- 
ful. M<Clure  was  certainly  a  ;^*;cod  and  zeaSous 
soldier;  ever  ready  to  obey  his  rnperiors,  he  ex- 
acted obedience  froiu  those  wlo  were  placed  un- 
der his  command  ;  he  knew  that  strict  discipline 
was  essential  to  form  the  practical  soldier  :  and 
he  probably  suflered  in  the  esteem  of  some,  be- 
cause be  pursued  a  system  from  which  he  could 
not  depart  without  a  crime,  that  might  stamp 
hiui  with  indeliable  disgrace. 


HISTORY    OF   THE  WAB.  16^ 

The  impoi'tanee  of  Fort  Niagara,  as  a  military 
position,  is  sufficiently  evident,  and  the  possibili- 
ty of  preservint;  it  has  been  unfortunately  prov- 
en by  an  enemy,  who  probably  would  not  medi- 
tate its  reduction,  were  he  not,  in  some  manner 
apprized  that  the  garrison,  sufficiently  strong, 
was  not  sufficiently  watchful.  Had  this  post 
been  preserved,  as  it  might  have  been,  the  ruth- 
less massacre  of  its  garrison,  after  resistance 
had  ceased, would  not  have  happened;  nor  would 
a  savage  enemy  have  dared  to  attempt  his  hor- 
rid incursion,  without  the  previous  possession  of 
the  key  to  the  settlements  along  the  Niagara 
frontier. 

These  observations  are  not  merely  speculative. 
The  enemy  had  undoubtedly  an  early  eye  on  the 
post  at  Niagara  ;  it  may  perhaps  be  cause  of  sur- 
prise to  some,  that  it  was  not  seized  while  in  a 
state  of  ill  defence,  and,  that  its  occupation  by 
the  enemy,  was  deferred  to  a  time,  when  it  was 
amply  supplied  with  men,  arms,  and  ammunition. 
This  can  be  best  explained,  by  a  re-assertion, 
that  the  enemy  prudently  waited  until  he  could 
find  the  garrison  not  watchful,  sleeping.  To  the 
undaunted  prowess  of  one  of  the  most  intrepid, 
zealous,  and  active  officers  of  the  army,  is  to  be 
attributed,  that  the  enemy  had  not  an  earlier 
possession  of  Niagara  Fort.  Captain  M'Keon, 
of  the  artillery,  in  his  bold  and  successful  defence 
of  this  post,  has  signalized  himself  in  a  manner 
that  had  few  parallels  during  the  war,  and  may 
probably  be  ranked,  because  it  bore  strong  simi- 
litude, to  the  brave  exploit  of  the  hero  of  Lower 
Sandusky.  This  act  of  <"aptain  M«Keon  will  bo 
best  explained  by  the  followit^g  letter  to  the  Se- 
c!-etary  of  AVar,  which  is  now  published,  for  the 
first  time. 
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J\,'eiv-York^  6th  June^  1813. 
Sir — When  the  army  w.is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and 
butveiy  few  troops  to  f^urrison  the  old  fort  of  Nia- 
gar  I,  I  had  the  honour  to  comni  nd  at  that  station,  a 
company  of  the  3d  reg.  U.  S.  artillery  ;  at  this  time 
the  enemy  prep>.rt  d  to  bombard  us,  and  raised  seve- 
ral strong  batteries  for  the  purpose.  We  sustained 
his  fire  for  seven  hours,  and  had  our  wor-ks  so  much 
shattered,  that  our  commandant  Captain  Leonard 
th-  ught  them  no  longer  tenable  :  he  had  the  guns 
spiked,  and  evacuated  the  fort.  According  to  onltrs 
I  retreated  with  the  garrison  ;  but  at  a  very  short 
distance  from  the  place,  I  solicited  and  obtained 
Captain  Leonard's  pe- mission  to  return  to  it :  at  the 
moment  it  was  the  depot  of  an  immense  quantity  of 
public  stores,  worth  perhaps  a  million  of  dollars,  and 
sti  1  more  valuable  in  a  military  point  of  view  ;  these 
I  wished  at  every  risk  to  preserve.  Though  I  pos- 
sessed entire  command  of  all  my  men,  I  took  back 
with  me  but  25  ;  because  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  jiuns  being  spiked,  1  ccndd  not  employ  more,  and 
this  number  was  enough  f(»r  the  execution  of  my 
plan  if  it  should  succeed,  and  enough  to  lose  if  it 
should  fail.  I  placed  ce  t'-nels  on  the  ramparts  and 
at  the  barriers,  anc>  caused  them  'o  give  the  usual 
call  every  six  minutes,  tlirough  the  night,  so  as  to 
impress  the  memy  with  a  belief  that  the  fortress  was 
garrisoned,  and  the  garrison  vigilant :  At  the  same 
time  four  men  belonging  to  the  laboratory  had  port 
fires  lighted  and  fuzees  prep  :rcd  to  blow  up  the  mag- 
azine and  all,  if  the  en»  my  could  not  be  intimidated 
from  advancing  upon  us.  Fortunately  he  was  intimi- 
dated ;  the  tort  was  saved  ;  and  the  next  nion.ing  at 
6  o'clock  the  garrison  returned  with  a  rt  inforcement. 
On  the  16th  of  October,  a  second  order  was  issued 
by  Gen.  Alexander  ^myth,  for  the  evacuation  ofiiiis 
fort-  and  the  public  property  was  accordinorly  remov- 
ed from  it  to  Lewiston  ;  but  immediately  1  repre- 
sented to  Col.  Winder,  that  the  fort  was  not  only  ten-' 
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L\ble,  but  that  I  would  maintain  it :  he  was  pleased  te 
sanction  thi.-  op  nion,  and  thu^  1  was,  in  some  mea- 
sure, the  cause  of  preserving  it  a  second  lime.  On 
the  2{st  of  jNovemb<-r  foliowingt  the  enemy  bombard- 
ed 0!ir  fort  with  the  greatest  fury  for  13  liours  ;  dur- 
ing this  time  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  Ija^e  been 
most  assailed  by  hi-  at'ack  and  n.o-  oppwsite  to  his 
position.  The  conSagrution  of  Fort  Geo  ge  and 
IVewark  vvili  I  truss  bear  testimony  to  the  successv.s 
of  my  tfturts  on  that  day. 

(Signed)  J  AS.  M'KEON, 

late  Capi.  Ait'y-. 

The  brave  defence  of  Fort  Niagara  led  to  the 
following  garrison  ovdor. 

GARRISO>^  ORDKR. 
Fort.  jViagara^  October  \5th,    1812. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the  command- 
ing officer  gives  to  .  apt.  M'Keon  his  full  approbation 
for  his  spirited  and  judicious  conduct,  liurmg  the  se- 
vere Cannonading  from  Fort  George  and  the  batte- 
ries on  the  opposite  side  the  river,  against  this  post, 
for  more  than  seven  h  mrs  on  the  I3th  October  inst. 

To  Dr.  West  he  begs  to  express  his  sincere  thanks 
for  the  aid  and  assistance  received  fron)  him.  To 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
;^-  irrison  he  lias  only  to  say  that  they  have  his  full 
appro!)  4tion  for  the'r  cool  and  determined  courage, 
and  iheir  zeal  and  activity  during  the  day. 

N.  LFOXAHD,  Capt, 
Commanding  Fort  Niagara. 

TVIiilc  things  were  thus  progces-ing  ou  hind, 
the  British  wrr  preparing  a  naval  Toree  for  llie 
annoyanee  of  the  citizens  on  the  sea-hoaid. 

Adinii'al  Warren  arrived  at  Halifax  on  tlie 
27th  Septc'uiher,  1.S12  ;  and  having  atlenipied  in 
"vain  to  deeeive  tjie  ^(nerican  governn^ent  with 
fahse  pt'ofessions  of  a  paeifi^'  inter.tion,  Ije  pro- 
ceeded in  Januarv,  off  New -York. 
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Earlj  in  February,  1S13,  the  Chesapeake  bay 
and  Delaware  river  were  blockaded. 

The  Britisb  fleet  eo.  tinued  in  the  bay  and 
rivers  connected  therewith.  Their  transactions, 
for  the  greater  part,  form  a  hisloi'y  of  petty 
landings,  wherever  no  considerable  force  could 
be  opposed  to  them,  burning  or  taking  every 
vessel  that  came  within  (heir  power,  plundering 
the  inhabitants  adjacent  to  tlie  waters,  burning 
houses,  and  insulting,  in  the  most  libidinous 
manner,  those  females,  who  did  not,  or  could  not 
ily  fiom  them.  The  following  deserve  particu- 
lar !ec'.;rd. 

A  letler,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
was  sent  to  Lewistow:!,  in  the  state  of  Delaware, 
on  the  16th  March,  1813. 

"  Sir, — As  soon  as  you  receive  this,  I  must  re- 
ques*  you  will  send  twenty  live  bullocks,  with  a  pro- 
portionuble  quantity  of  vegetables  and  hay  to  the 
Poictiers,  for  the  use  of  his  Britannic  majesty's 
squadron  now  at  this  anchorage,  which  shall  be  im- 
mediately paid  for  at  the  Philadelphia  prices.  If  you 
refuse  to  comply  with  this  request,  I  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  destroying  your  town. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  ob't.  servant^ 
"  J.  P.  BERESFORD,  Commodore, 
commandinjj  the  British  squariron  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Delaware. 
<'  The  Jirst  magistrate  of  Lenvistown." 

The  magistrate  transmitted  the  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Haslet,  who  sent  a  reply  to  the  admiral 
on  the  23d.  concluding  in  the  following  words : 
*<  I  have  only  to  obsove  to  you  that  a  compli- 
ance would  be  an  immediate  violation  of  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  an  eternal  stigma  on  the 
nation  of  which  I  am  a  citizen.  A  compliance, 
therefore,  cannot  be  acceded  to." 
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On  the  evening  of  the  6th  Api'il,  the  Belvid'ra 
and  two  sniull  vessels  came  close  into  Lewis, 
and  commenced  an  attack,  by  firing  several  32lb. 
shot  into  the  town,  which  have  been  picked  np; 
after  which  a  flag  was  sent,  to  which  the  follow- 
ing reply  was  returned. 

"  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  renewal  of  your  demand, 
with  the  addition  for  a  "  supply  of  water,'  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  neither  can  be  complied  with.  This, 
too,  you  must  be  sensible  of ;  therefore  1  must  in- 
sist the  at  ack  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is  bolh 
wanton  and  cruel.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

«  S.  B.  D  WIS,  Col.  Commandant," 

Another  message  was  sent,  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish Captain  Byron,  among  other  matter,  wroie, 
•'  I  grieve  for  the  distress  of  the  women*' — to 
which  a  verbal  reply  was  given,  «*  That  Colonel 
Davis  is  a  gallant  man,  and  has  already  taken 
care  of  tlie  ladies." 

The  attack  continued  till  near  10  o'clock. — ■ 
The  firing  was  kept  up  during  the  greater  pa;*t 
of  the  following  day.  One  of  the  most  danger- 
ous of  their  gun-boats  was  silenced  by  the  nre 
from  a  small  battery.  The  enemy  withdrew  on 
the  8th.  after  firing  on  Tjcwis  for  2-2  hours,  with 
little  elfeet,  and  without  accomplishing  Lis  oh' 
ject. 

In  their  progress  up  the  hay,  the  British  land- 
ed at  Frenohtown  on  the  Elk  river,  and  burned 
the  store-houses,  destroying  or  carrying  away  all 
the  public  and  private  property  which  they  con- 
tained. 

From  Frenehtown,   the   enemy  proeeeded   to 

Havre-de-Grace,   a  flourishing  little  village  on 

the  Siisquehannah,  where  they  landed,  in   consi- 

4eraWe  force,  on  the  3d   of  May,  and  pvoceeded 

p 
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to  plunder  and  burn  Avith  a  savngeness  tliat  re- 
quired but  the  use  of  the  scalping  knife,  to  out- 
rival their  red  allies.  Twenty-foar  of  the  best 
liouses  in  the  town  were  burned,  and  the  others 
plundered.  A  small  party  of  militia  were  sta- 
tioned at  Havre-de-Graee,  who,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  made  a  slight  resistance,  and  then 
retreated.  An  Irishman,  named  O'Neil,  with  a 
courage  amounting  to  rashness,  and  an  enthusi- 
asm not  confined  by  cold  loyalty,  opposed  his  sin- 
gle arm  to  the  Biifish  host,  was  taken  prisoner 
and  carried  on  board  the  British  fleet,  but  afler- 
ivards  released  on  parole. 

His  countrymen,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  pre- 
sented the  brave  O'Neil  with  a  sword. 

From  Ilavre-de-Grace,  the  enemy  proceeded 
further  up  the  river,  and  burned  the  warehouse 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stump,  and  a  furnace  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Hughes,  at  Princippi. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4tl>,  the  enemy  evacu- 
ated Ilavre-de-Grace,  and  proceeded  down  the 
bay. 

The  next  exploit  of  the  enemy  w  as  the  burn- 
ing of  the  unprotected  villages  of  Frederick  and 
Georgetown;  the  former  in  Cecil  county,  the 
latter  in  Kent  county,  opposite  eacli  other  on  the 
Sassafras  river,  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The  movements  of  tlic  enemy  on  the  20fh 
June,  having  indicated  a  design  to  attack  Nor- 
folk, which  place  was  then  ill  prepared  for  de- 
fence, Captain  Tarbell,  finding  Craney  Island  ra 
ther  weak  manned,  directed  Lieutenants  Nealc. 
Shubrick,  and  Sanders,  with  100  seamen,  to  a 
small  battery  at  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  island. 
At  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  en- 
emy was  discovered  lauding  round  the  point  of 
Nansemond  river,  a  force,  reported  by  deserters 
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and  others,  to  exceed  3000  men  ;  at  8,  A.  M.  the 
barges  attempted  to  land,  in  front  of  the  island, 
an  additional  force  of  1500,  when  Lieiits.  Neale, 
Shubrick,  and  Sanders,  with  the  sailors  under 
their  command,  and  ihe  marines  of  the  Constel- 
lation fj-igate,  150  in  number,  opened  a  lire, 
Avhieh  was  so  well  directed,  that  the  enemy  was 
obliged  to  retreat  to  his  ships.  Three  of  his 
largest  barges  were  sunk ;  one  of  them,  called 
the  Centipede,  Admiral  Warren's  boat,  50  feet  in 
length,  carried  75  men,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  lost.  Several  of  the  boats  iell  back,  in  the 
rear  of  the  island,  and  commenced  throwing 
rockets  from  Mr.  ^Vise's  houses ;  but  they  were 
quickly  compelled  to  move  off,  by  the  shot  di- 
rected to  that  quarter,  from  gun-boat  No.  67. — 
Tn  the  evening,  the  enemy's  boats  came  round 
the  point  of  Nansemond,  and,  at  sun-set,  were 
seen  returning  to  their  ships,  full  of  men.  At 
dusk,  they  strewed  the  shore  along  with  fires,  in 
order  to  run  away  by  the  light. 

The  British  troops,  that  were  previously  land- 
ed, made  their  appearance  on  the  main  land, 
with  a  view  to  attack  the  west  and  north  posi- 
tions of  the  island,  but  with  no  better  success 
than  attended  the  men  in  the  boats.  Two  24 
pounders  and  four  6  pounders  were  advantage- 
ously posted,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Faul- 
kener,  of  the  artillery,  which  were  so  well  serv- 
ed by  Captain  Emerson,  Lieutenants  Hall  and 
Ciodwin,  that  they  produced  a  serious  effect  on 
the  enemy,  who  was  soon  compelled  to  retreat. 

Opposed  to  the  large  British  force,  there  were  - 
but  a  few  hundred  militia  and  artillerists,*  there 
were  mounted  on  the  island  not  more  than  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  cncmv.     »•  Tfie  olHccrs  of  the  Constclia,'^ 
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tion,"  according  to  the  official  report  of  Coiii, 
Cassin,  »•  fiicd their  18 pounders  more  like  rifle- 
men than  artillerists." — This  defence  did  great 
honour  (o  the  few  Americans  who  were  engaged. 
Korfolk  was  an  important  post,  and  the  enemy 
determined  on  its  occupation ;  the  force  sent 
against  it  was  large ;  Admiral  Cockhnrn  com- 
manded in  person,  and  was  in  one  of  the  barges, 
encouraging  the  men  to  advance.  Some  French 
deserters  reported,  that  a  large  bounty  was  to 
be  given  to  the  men  in  the  event  of  success,  and 
that  it  was  promised  to  them,  that  JSToi'folk  icould 
he  given  up  to  he  plundered.'* 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  less  than 
200,  exchisi>e  of  several  deserters ;  22  prisoners 
were  taken  ;  also  a  brass  3  pounder,  w'lth  a  num- 
ber of  small  arms,  pistols,  cutlasses,  ^jcc. 

Not  a  man  was  lost  on  the  side  of  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  the  enemy  used  only  Congreve  rockets. 

On  the  25th  June,  between  30  and  40  barges 
were  discovered,  filled  with  men,  approaching 
the  mouth  of  Hampton  creek,  from  the  direction 
of  Newport's  Noose.  The  iVmerican  troops  were 
quickly  formed  on  Little-England  plantation, 
south  west,  and  divided  from  Hampton  by  a  nar- 
row creek,  over  which  a  slight  foot  bridge  had 
been  erected.  In  a  short  time,  the  enemy  com- 
laenced  landing  troops  in  rear  of  the  Americans. 
A  little  after  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  several  barges 
approached  Black-beard's  Point,  the  headmost  of 
which  commencod  a  filing  of  round  shot,  which 
was  returned  from  a  small  battery  of  four  long 
12  pounder^>  The  entire  of  the  force  landed  by 
t]\e  enemy,  consisted  of  at  least  2500  men,  sup- 
ported by  several  field-pieces,  and  some  heavy 
guns,  and  rockets;  the  American  troops  were 
composed  of  Si9  infantry  and  rifle,  62  artillerists. 
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and  25  cavalry.  This  little  force  made  the  most 
judicious  and  best  defence  that  was  practicable, 
manceuvring  and  dispuliiij*  every  inch  of  ground. 
The  contest  >vas  at  one  time  very  sharp,  and  was' 
maintained  with  a  resolution  that  left  hope  of  re- 
pelling the  invaders;  but  the  enemy,  being  very 
numerous,  attempted  to  outflank  and  cut  off  the 
Americans,  when  part  of  the  latter  began  to  dis- 
j)ersc  in  various  directions.  It  now  became  in- 
dispensibly  necessary  for  all  the  Americans  to 
retire,  which  they  did  under  a  continued, but  ill- 
ilirected  lire,  from  the  enemy,  who  pursued  them 
for  two  miles.  The  Americans  occasionally 
stopped  at  a  fence  or  ditch,  and  at  every  fire 
brought  down  one  of  the  pursuing  foe. 

Capt.  Piyor,  with  his  Lieutenants  Lively  and 
Jones,  and  his  !)rave,  active  mati'osses,  after 
•jlauglitering  many  of  the  enemy  with  his  field 
pieces,  remained  on  the  ground  till  surrounded — - 
and  when  the  enemy  was  within  60  or  TO^yards 
of  the  fort,  they  spiked  their  guns,  broke  through 
the  eaen\v*s  rear,  and,  by  swimming  a  creek, 
made  good  their  retreat  without  losing  a  man, 
taking  with  them  their  carbines,  and  hiding  theui 
in  the  woods. 

The  American  loss  was  7  killed,  16  wounded, 
of  whom  2  died  of  their  wounds,  1  prisoner,  and 
11  missing.  The  enemy  took  possession  of  the 
"village  of  Hampton,  after  suffering  a  loss,  by  the 
most  probable  calculation,  of  at  least  200  men. 

Major  Crutchfield,  who  commanded  the  Ame- 
ricans, states  the  enemy's  conduct,  in  the  follow- 
ing extract,  from  his  official  i*epoi*t : 

"  To  give  you,  sir,  an  idea  of  the   savage  like  dis*- 

{>osition  of  the  enemy,  on  their  gettinj^;  jjossessien  oi 

the  nfighbourhood,   would  be    a    vain  attempt.     Al" 

ifhough  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  assured  jne,  tbiit  no  JJJsr 

P  2. 


174  HISTORY    OF    TllK    WAK. 

easiness  need  be  felt  in  rrlalion  to  the  unfortunate 
Americans  ;.  the  fact  is,  that  yesterday  there  were 
several  dead  bodies  lying  unburied,  and  the  wounded 
not  even  assisted  into  town,  although  observed  to  be 
crawling  through  the  fields  towards  a  cold  and  inhos- 
pitable protection. 

"  The  unfortunate  females  of  Hampton,  who  could  . 
not  leave  the  town,  were  abused  in  the  most  shame- 
ful manner  ;  not  only  by  the  soldiers,  but  by  the  ve- 
nal savcige  blacks,  who  were  encouraged  in  their  ex- 
cesses. They  pillaged,  and  encouraged  every  act  of 
rapine  and  murder,  killing  a  poor  man  by  the  name 
of  Kerby,  who  had  been  lying  on  his  bed, at  the  point 
of  death,  for  more  than  six  weeks,  shooting  his  wife 
in  the  hip  at  the  eame  time,  and  killing  his  faithful 
dog,  lying  untfer  his  feet.  The  murdered  Kerby 
was  l}ing  last  night  weltering  in  his  bed." 

A  eoinniitKe  of  Coni^rtss.  in  a  report  to  (lie 
house,  lliiis  no(ice  fliis  triinsattion. 

"  The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal 
}ust  at  Hampton,  were  heard  by  the  American  pri- 
soners, but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  eais  or  dis- 
tuib  the  repose  of  the  British  officers,  whose  duty, 
as  men,  required  them  to  protect  every  female  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into  their  power.. 
The  coniTnittee  will  not  dwell  on  this  hateful  sub-: 
^ect.  Human  language  affords  no  terms  strong 
cnougfrto  express  the  emotions  which  the  exami- 
nation of  this  evidence  has  awakened  ;  they  rejoice 
that  these  acts  have  appeared  so  incredible  to  the 
American  people.  And,  for  the  honor  of  human  na- 
ture, they  deeply  rcgret>that  the  evidences  so  clearly 
establish  their  trutlv.  In  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  commander  of  the  American  and  British 
forces,  will  be  found  what  is  equivalent  to  an  admis- 
sion of  the  fi-TAs  by  the  British  commander." 

Hie  enemy  soon  evacuated  Hampton,  and  re- 
treated 1o  Lis  shipping,  to  avoid  the  punishment, 
^hjeh,  had  he  reittaioed,  wot^Id  have   soon  beerv 
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Millicted.  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  fi'om 
Capt.  Cooper,  to  the  lieutenant  goveiner  of  Air- 
;i;inia,  is  proof  of  shocking  barhavily  which  would 
fiisgraee  the  savage  of  the  wilderness. 

"  I  was  yesterday  in  Hampton  with  my  troop 
that  place  having  been  evacuated  in  the  morning;  by 
the  British.  My  blood  ran  cold  at  what  I  saw  and 
heard.  The  few  distressed  inhabitants  running  up, 
in  every  direclion  to  congratulate  us ;  tears  were 
shedding  in  every  corner — the  infamous  scoundrels, 
monsters,  destroyed  every  thing  but  the  houses,  and, 
(my  pen  is  almost  unwilling  to  describe  it)  the  wo- 
men were  ravished  by  the  abandonpd  ruffians. — Great 
God  !  My  dear  friend,  can  you  figure  to  yourself 
our  Hampton  females,  seized  and  treated  with  Aio- 
l«nce  by  those  monsters,  and  not  a  solitary  Americati 
arm  present  to  avenge  their  wrongs  I  But  enough — 
I  can  no  more  of  this.  The  enemy  have  received  a 
reinforcement  of  2000 — in  all,  6000  men  ;  and  Nor- 
folk or  Richmond  is  their  immediate  a:m.  Protect 
yourselves  from  such  scenes  as  we  have  witnessed. 
They  retired  in  great  confusion,  leaving  3000  weight 
of  beef,  some  muskets,  amn:unition,  canteens,  &c. 
and  some  of  their  men,  which  we  took.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  they  apprehended  an  immediate  attack 
: ;  om  6000  of  our  men,  which  caused  ihem  to  retreat 
so  precipitately.  My  friend,  rest  assured  of  one 
thing — that  they  cannot  conquer  Americans — they 
cannot  stand  them.  If  we  had  had  1200  men,  we 
should  have  killed  or  taken  the  greater  part  of  tliem." 

In  further  proof  of  these  efioriuities,  the  fol- 
lowing extract  is  given,  fi'oni  the  letter  of  a  gen.- 
tleman  of  great  respectability. 

«'  At  present  you  must  content  yourself  with  the 
fioUowing,  and  believe  it  as  religiously  as  any  fach 
beyond  denial.  Mrs,  Turnbull  was  pursued  up  to 
'her  waist  in  the  wa  er,  and  dragged  on  shore  by  ten- 
hr  twelve  erf  these  ru0ians,  who  saiiutecl  their  bruta* 
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desires  upon  her,  after  pulling  off  her  clothes,  stock- 
ings, shoes,  &c.  This  fact  was  seen  by  your  ne- 
phew, Keith,  and  many  others.  Another  case — a 
married  women,  her  name  unknown  to  me,  with  her 
infant  child  in  her  arms,  (the  child  forcibly  dragged 
from  her,)  shared  the  same  fate.  Two  young  wo- 
men, well  known  to  many,  whose  names  will  not 
be  revealed  al  this  time^  suffered  in  like  manner. — 
Dr.  Colton,  Parson  Halson,  and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  have 
Informed  me  of  these  particulars — another,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Hope,  had  her  gown  cut  off  with 
a  sword,  and  violence  offered  in  his  presence,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  prevent,  but  had  to  quit  the  room, 
leaving  the  unfortunate  victim  in  their  possession, 
who,  no  doubt,  was  abused  in  the  same  way. 

"  Old  Mr.  Hope  himself  was  stripped  naked, 
pricked  with  a  bayonet  in  the  arm,  and  slapt  in  the 
face — and  were  I  to  mention  a  hundred  cases  in  ad- 
dition to  the  above,  1  do  not  know  that  I  should  ex- 
aggerate." 

Admiral  Cockburn  fs  the  redoubtable  hera, 
who  eommandcd  the  enemy  in  the  inunli)  attack 
on  Hampton.* 

On  the  2(ith  June,  three  of  the  enemy's  barges 
attempted  to  enter  Pagan  creek,  but  were  re- 
sisted by  a  detachment  of  militia  ;  and  after  ex- 
changing 1  i  shots,  without  effect  on  either  side> 
the  enemy  retired. 

The  enemy  liad  sueh  a  total  command  of  the 
waters  of  the  Cliesapeake,  and  the  rivers  falling 
into   it,  wherever   the  same  were    without   the 

*  James  O'Boyle,  an  Irishman,  residing  at  Pugh- 
town,  in  Virginia,  offered  a  reward  of  1,G00  dollars, 
for  the  head  of  "  the  notorious  incendiary,  and  in- 
famous scoundrel,  and  violator  of  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  the  British  admiral;  Cockburn,"  or  500 
dalkra  for  each  of  his  ears. 
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laiige  of  shot  from  the  shore  ;  and  his  move- 
ments were  so  various,  that  a  general  alarm  was 
excited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  waters  ; 
the  troops  were  necessarily  kept  embodied,  and 
moving  in  a  manner,  wliieh  occasioned  distres- 
sing and  harrassing  difficulties.  The  fate  of 
the  females  at  Hantpton  excited  an  indignation, 
and  roused  a  patriotism  and  a  love  of  family 
kindred,  which  stifled  all  complaints  among  the 
iiarrassed  soldiery  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. — 
••  Hampton"  was  a  watch- word,  at  which  every 
husband,  father,  brother,  and  man,  took  bis  gun 
and  fled  with  willingness,  to  meet  the  ruffians, 
who  threatened,  with  worse  than  murder,  the 
fair  daughters  of  America. 

It  would  scarcely  be  interesting  to  detail  every 
petty  landing,  skirmish  and  adventure,  that  oc- 
curred, while  the  enemy  remained  in  the  Chesa- 
peake— the  most  conspicuous  of  them  will,  how- 
ever, be  noticed. 

A  party  of  the  enemy  landed  a  little  below 
.fames-Town,  on  the  2d  Jul\,  but  were  repulsed 
by  the  militia.  Two  of  the  enemy  were  killed, 
two  taken,  and  several  wounded.  The  militia 
sutiVred  no  loss. 

On  the  liih  July,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Asp, 
was  attacked  in  Yocimo  liver,  by  the  crews  of 
iwo  brigs,  wlio  put  off  in  their  boats,  for  that  pur- 
pose. 'J'hc  boats,  3  in  number,  were  beaten  off 
by  the  well  directed  fire  from  the  Asp;  about 
an  hour  after,  the  boats  returned,  with  two 
other  boats,  well  manned.  Tbere  were  but  21 
men  on  board  the  Asp,  and  they  could  not  ef- 
fectually resist  the  great  force  sent  against 
them;  they,  however,  defended  themselves  ob- 
stinately and  bravely  ;  nor  did  they  retreat  until 
after  the  Asp  was  boarded  by  more  than   50  of 
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the  enemy.  The  enemy  set  the  vessel  on  fire. 
After  their  retreat,  the  survivors  ofthehravc 
Ameriean  crew,  went  on  board  and  extinguished 
the  llanies.  The  Ameriean  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  amounted  to  10  men.  Mr.  Sigourney^ 
the  intrepid  commander  of  the  Asp,  was  among 
the  killed. 

Some  essays,  published  by  the  late  Robert 
Fulton,  on  the  praetieabiliiy  of  destroying  ships 
by  torpedoes,  indueed  several  persons  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  this  subject.  A  Mr.  Mix,  of 
the  navy,  accompanied  by  Captain  Bowman,  of 
Salem,  and  Midshipman  M'Gowan,  essayed  to 
destroy  the  ship  of  war  Plantagenet,  of  74 
guns,  lying  in  Lynnhaven  bay.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  proceeded  in  a  boat,  in  the  niglit  of 
the  24th  July,  1813,  and  having  reached  within 
100  yards  of  the  ship,  dropped  the  torpedo.  It 
was  swept  along  by  the  tide,  but  exploded  a  few 
seconds  before  it  would  have  come  in  contact  with 
the  vessel.  It  produced  great  consternation  and 
confusion  on  board  the  vessel,  and  induced  seve- 
ral of  the  crew  to  take  to  their  boats.  The 
ship  was  greatly  agitated,  and  some  damage 
done  by  the  violent  motion  of  the  water,  'I'he 
noise,  occasioned  by  the  explosion,  was  loud  and 
tremendous  ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  water, 
thrown  up  in  &  column  of  30  or  40  feet  high, 
awfully  sublime.  It  has  not  been  ascertained 
that  any  lives  were  lost. 

The  fleet,  under  command  of  Admiral  Cock- 
burn,  returned  to  the  Cliesapeake  on  the  leth 
July,  after  an  invasion  of  Xortli-Carolina,  where 
the  country  was  pillaged  and  laid  waste  by  the 
enemy,  for  several  miles.  On  the  12th,  a  part 
of  tliis  fleet,  consisting  of  two  7i's,  3  frigates, 
apd  3    schooners,   appeared  off  Ocracoi-k  bar> 
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in  North-Carolina,  and  immediately  despatched, 
in  boats,  between  700  and  800  men.  who  attack- 
ed tlie  privateer  Anaconda,  and  schooner  Alias, 
lying  inside  the  bar.  There  were  but  18  men  on 
board  the  Anaconda,  who  resisted  the  boats  as 
long  as  they  could,  until  finding  that  the  vessel 
must  be  taken,  they  discharged  the  guns  into  the 
hull :  but  the  enemy  boarded  her  in  time  to  plug 
the  holes.  The  Atlas,  and  some  small  craft, 
were  captured.  The  enemy  took  possession  ot* 
Oeracock,  and  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  with- 
out opposition. 

Mrs,  Gaston,  of  Newburn.  wife  of  the  mem- 
ber of  Coigress,  being  told  that  the  British  had 
lauded,  and  wou«J  shortly  be  in  possession  of 
Newburn,  fell  into  convulsive  fits,  and  expired 
in  a  few  hours.  Mrs.  Curtis  died  in  a  similar 
manner,  and  a  Mrs.  Shepherd  was  at  the  point 
of  death,  but  has  recovered.  Apprehensions  of 
being  treated  like  the  unfortunate  females  of 
Hampton,  it  is  supposed,  produced  this  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  terror.  A  large  body  of  mili- 
tia and  volunteers  were  assembled  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Portsmouth,  and  on  the  point  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy,  when  he  thought  prudent  to  re- 
tire. 

Lieut.  Angus,  commanding  the  Delaware  flo- 
tilla, having  discovered,  on  the  27th  July,  that 
the  enemy  had  chased  and  taken  a  small  vessel, 
near  the  Overfalls,  got  under  way,  and  stood 
for  the  enemy.  At  the  distance  of  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  he  brought  the  enemy's  sloop 
of  war  to  action,  having  anchored  for  that  piir- 
pose,  8  gun  boats,  and  2  block-ships,  in  a  line 
ahoad.  A  heavy  Rritish  frigate,  had,  by  this 
time,  anchored  about  half  a  mile  further  out. — 
After  a  cannonade  of  one  hour  and  iio  minutes, 
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in  wliieli  the  enemy  received  several  sliot,  with- 
out any  material  damage  being  done  to  the  flotilla, 
he  manned  his  boats,  10  in  number,  (2  launches, 
the  rest  large  barges  and  cutters,)  w'liU  between 
30  and  40  men  in  each,  and  despatched  them  af- 
ter gun  boat  No.  121,  sailing-master  Shead, 
which  had  fallen  a  mile  and  a  lialf  out  of  the 
line,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  her,  after  a  gal- 
lant resistance.  The  enemy  would  have  been 
totally  defeated,  had  he  not  been  favoured  by  a 
calm,  which  enabled  him  to  carry  off  the  gun- 
boat No.  121,  the  colours  of  whicli  were  not 
struck  until  after  being  boarded.  The  sound  of 
cannon,  on  tliis  occasion,  was  heard  at  the  city  of 
"Washington,  a  distance  of  120  miles. 

Sailing-master  Shead  concludes  his  official  re- 
port in  the  following  words  : 

"  I  found  it  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  those 
few  valuable  lives  left,  to  surrender  to  seven  times 
our  number  ;  the  enemy  boarding,  loaded  our  decks 
with  men  ;  we  were  all  driven  below,  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  that  'he  officeis  could  stay  the 
revenge  of  the  seamen,  who  seemed  to  thirst  for 
blood  and  plunder,  the  last  of  which  they  had,  by  rob- 
bing us  of  every  thing  ;  we  had  none  killed,  but  7 
wounded,  5  slightly.  The  enemy's  loss  by  us,  was 
7  killed,  and  12  wounded,  4  of  which  have  since 
died.  They  have  conquered  me,  but  they  have  paid 
dearly  for  it ;  and  I  trust,  Sir,  when  you  come  to  view 
the  disadvantages  that  I  laboured  under,  having  been 
but  7  days  on  board  my  boat,  and  scarcely  time  to 
station  my  men,  and  the  misfortune  of  entirely  dis- 
abling my  gun,  and  the  superiority  of  numbers  to 
oppose  me,  you  will  be  convinced  that  the  flag  I  had 
the  honour  to  wear,  has  not  lost  any  of  that  national 
character  which  has  ever  been  attached  to  it." 

It  is  painful  to  the  historian,  that  while  he  re- 
cords the  many  instances  of  virtuous  patriotism. 
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and  glorious  process,  which  signalized  the  citi- 
zens and  inhaiiitants  of  the  United  States,  it  be 
conies  also  iiis  duty  to  record  their  crimes  and 
treasons.  Much  consolation  is,  however,  deriv- 
ed trom  the  reflection,  that  patriotism  was  the 
prevailing  seuiiment  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
people,  riie  following  general  order  was  pub- 
lished, and  dated  from  the  navy  department,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  sent,  as  a  circular, 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  stations,  or  ves- 
sels of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  palpable  and  criminal  intercourse  held  with 
the  enemy's  forces,  blockading  and  invading  the  wa- 
ters and  shores  of  the  U.  States,  is,  in  a  military  view, 
an  offence  of  so  deep  a  die,  as  to  call  for  the  vigilant 
interposition  of  all  the  naval  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

"  This  intercourse  is  not  only  carried  on  by  fo- 
reigners, under  the  specious  garb  of  friendly  flags, 
who  convey  provisions,  water,  and  succours  of  all 
kinds,  (ostensibly  destined  for  friendly  ports,  in  the 
face,  too,  of  a  declared  apd  rigorous  blockade,)  di- 
rect to  the  fleets  and  stations  of  the  enemy,  with  con- 
stant intelligence  of  our  naval  and  military  force  and 
preparation,  and  the  means  of  continuing  and  con- 
ducting the  invasion  to  the  greatest  possible  annoy- 
ance of  the  country;  but  the  same  traffic,  intercourse, 
and  intelligence,  is  corned  on  with  great  subtilty 
and  treachery,  by  profligate  citizens,  who,  in  vessels 
ostensibly  navigati  ig  our  waters,  from  port  to  port, 
under  cover  of  night,  or  other  circumstances  favour- 
ing their  turpitude,  find  means  to  convey  succours  or 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  elude  the  penalty  of 
the  law.  This  lawless  trade  and  intercourse  is  also 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  in  craft,  whose  capacity 
exempts  them  from  the  regulations  of  the  revenue 
laws,  and  from  the  vigilence  which  vessels  of  greater 
capacity  attract. 
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*'  T  am  therefore  comrranded  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  enjohi  and  direct  all  oaval  com- 
manding officers,  to  exercise  the  btricicsl  vigilence, 
and  lo  Slop  or  detain  all  vessels  or  craft,  whatsoever, 
proceeding,  or  apparently  intending  to  proceed,  to- 
wards the  enemy's  vessels  within  the  waters,  or  hov- 
eling about  the  harbours  of  the  Un  ted  States;  or 
towards  any  station  occupied  by  the  enemy,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  wnich 
vessels  or  craft  the  enemy  might  derive  succours  or 
intelligence. 

W.  JONES." 

The  rncmy.  ihe  better  to  carry  his  proj<  els  in 
the  CJiosapejike  into  execution,  took  possession  of 
K<  nt-island,  ind  fortified  the  narrows;  which 
station  he,  liowevtr,  sion  afterward  deserted. 
On  the  l!)th  An.::^ust,  he  made  an  attack  on  St. 
IVliehae!,  with  11  harj^es.  whicli  went  up  tlie 
river  on  the  opposite  side,  and  came  down  on  the 
side  of  St.  jMichael,  wilh  so  litiie  noise,  that  tliey 
were  not  pi-reeived  passing  up  or  down  the  river  : 
and  as  it  was  very  cloudy,  and  the  men  in  the 
fort,  without  suspicion  of  attack,  the  enemy 
landed  before  tl.cy  were  discovered.  'I'he  men 
fired  two  ^uns  aiKi  left  the  fort,  of  vhicli  tlie  en- 
emy immediately  took  possession,  and  gave  three 
cheers,  supp«jsing  they  would  have  St.  Alichael 
"Without  niueh  difficulty ;  but  they  were  very 
much  mistaken,  for  th<:  St  Michael's  peop'e.  and 
Capt.  Vi'.-kers.  of  the  Easton  packet,  «ith  the 
artillery  fiorn  Eastcn.  attacked  them  so  briskly, 
and  pointed  their  guns  with  so  much  judgment, 
that  our  invaders  were  soon  obliged  to  make  ofi^ — 
tlie  infantry  were  not  engaged.  Not  a  man  of 
the  Au'cricans  was  hurt,  although  the  gnspe  shot 
flew  like  hail  in  the  town,  and  (heir  balls  went 
through  a  number  of   the  houses.     The   l\yo 
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shots  that  wei'e  fired  fi  om  the  fort  must  have 
done  some  execution,  as  a  quantity  of  h!ood  was 
seen  on  the  shore,  and  two  swords  and  a  pistol 
were  left  heliind,  and  their  harges  were  seen  to 
be  struck  by  tlic  artillery  from  the  town. 

On  the  mo:ning  of  the  lith  August,  at  four 
o'clock,  the  enemy  atfaeked  Queenstown,  in 
Queen  Anne  county,  both  by  land  and  water ; — ■ 
about  600  troops  were  landed  and  marched  up 
to  the  town,  and  20  armed  barges  made  ihe  at- 
tack by  water — the  attack  was  so  unexpected, 
that  but  little  resistance  was  made — a  picket 
guard  of  the  American  militia  were  fired  on  by 
the  enemy,  1  of  thera  was  killed,  and  2  or  S 
wounded — the  militia  retreated  to  Centreville, 
and  left  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  town. 

>Vere  the  enemy  to  confine  himself  to  the  cap- 
turing of  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  the  de- 
struction of  public  property,  he  would  be  justi- 
fiable ;  but  it  is  due  to  truth,  not  to  conceal,  that, 
departing  from  all  established  rules  of  warfare^ 
he  not  only  carried  off  private  properly,  when- 
ever he  could  seize  it,  but  also  destroyed  what- 
ever  he  could  reach,  and  could  not  remove.  Oft 
the  2d  November,  he  landed  on  George's  island, 
and  burned  all  tlie  buildings  on  it,  he  decoyed  a 
great  number  of  negroes,  with  a  promise  to 
make  thern  J^ree — and  afterwards  shipped  these 
wretches  to  the  West-Indies,  where  Ihey  were 
sold  as  slaves,  fov  the  hcnejit  of  Bvilish  officers. 
The  following  device  was  practic^'cl  with  success. 

A  party  of  militia,  (17  in  number,)  stationed 
themselves  behind  the  Sand-hills,  while  two  white 
men,  with  their  faces  and  hands  blacked,  went 
down  upon  the  beach,  and  waved  their  hand- 
kerchiefs to  the  ships,  when  a  boat,  with  six  men, 
immediately  cainc  ashorcj  followed,    at    some 
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distance,  by  two  others,  full  of  men.  Just  as  the 
men  from  the  first  boat  were  preparing  to  land, 
one  of  those  disguised,  in  walking  a  few  steps, 
showed  his  bare  ancles,  whiehhc  omitted  to 
blacken,  wlien  the   enemy   ex'laimed — ♦*  White 

men  in  disgtiisc,  bij ,•    Id  us  push  off  /" — 

which  they  did,  and,  at  the  sanje  moment,  tlie 
militia  lan  out  and  iired  upon  them,  uniil  they 
were  out  of  gun  shot ;  they  killed  two  out  of  the 
six. 

It  would  be  impossible,  in  the  compass  allot' 
ted  to  this  work,  to  do  justice  to  the  enemy  :— 
Lis  barbarous  and  plundering  conduct  in  the 
Chesapeake,  and  adjoining  rivers,  can  only  be 
equalled  by  the  conduct  of  the  same  enemy  in  a 
ftirmer  war.  «*  The  species  of  warfare,"  says 
the  editor  of  a  Norfolk  paper,  ♦*  waged  by  Cap- 
tain LloAd  of  the  Plantagenet,  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Princess  Anne  county,  is  of  that  pitiful 
and  dishonourable  kind,  which  cannot  fail  to  at- 
tach a  lasting  stigma  to  his  character,  and  cause 
his  name  to  dci^ecnd  to  oblivion,  coupled  with 
that  of  the  infamous  hunmore,  and  clogged  with 
the  bitter  execrations  of  all  who  shall  hear  the 
tale  of  his  rapacity." 

The  Norfolk  Herald  thus  ably  and  humanely 
notices  the  seizing  and  carrying  off  negroes. 

"  To  take  cattle  or  other  stock,  would  be  consis- 
tent with  the  usage  of  civilized  warfare  ;  but  to  take 
Negroes,  who  are  human  beings  ;  to  tear  them  for-, 
ever  from  their  kindred  and  connexions  is  what  we 
should  never  expect  from  a  Christian  nation,  espe- 
cially one  that  has  done  so  much  to  abolish  the 
"  slave  trade."  There  are  Negroes  in  Virginia, 
and  we  believe  in  all  the  southern  states,  who  have 
their  interests  and  affections  as  strongly  engrafted 
in  their  hearts,  as  the  whites,  and  who  feel  tho  sacred 
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ues  of  filial,  parental,  and  conjugal  affection,  equally- 
strong,  and  who  are  warmly  attached  to  their  owners, 
and  the  scenes  of  their  nativity.  To  tliose,  no  in- 
ducement, which  the  enemy  could  offer,  v.ouid  be 
sufficient  to  tempt  them  away.  To  drag  them  a- 
way,  then,  by  force,  would  be  the  greatest  cruelty. 
Yes,  it  is  reserved  for  England,  who  boasts  of  her  re- 
ligion, and  love  of  humanity,  to  practice  this  piece  of 
cruelty,  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  Christianity 
aud  civilization."' 

The  great  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  citi- 
zens, tended  not  only  to  disappoint,  Uut  fiequent- 
ly  to  punish  the  marauders. 

On  the  11th  Septeniljer,  ahout  15  men  volun- 
teered from  a  uiiiifia  campany,  stationed  near 
the  inlet,  at  Norfolk,  to  go  and  attack  a  party  of 
ihe  British,  who  were  said  to  he  on  shore  at  the 
Cape.  When  they  came  to  the  Cape,  and  were 
luounling  one  of  the  sand-hills,  thev  found  them- 
selves  in  full  view,  and  wilhin  nuisket-shot  of  a 
large  hody  of  marines,  who  were  exercising.  A 
cluster  of  officers  were  standing  some  distance 
off,  between  their  main  body  and  our  militia — the 
latter  had  not  a  moment  to  spare  ;  they  took  de- 
liberate aim  at  the  officers  and  fjred ;  four  of 
tliem  fell !  The  militia  then  made  the  best  of 
tlicir  way  back  to  camp,  while  the  enemy's  shot 
whistled  over  their  heads  ia  all  directions,  but 
without  effint. 

The  proceedings  of  the  enemy  along  the  coast, 
east  of  theDelawarc,  were  not  generally  impor- 
tant. 

The  frigate  United  States,  Com.  Decatur; 
frigate  Macedonian.  Capt.  Jones;  and  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  Capt.  Biddie,  on  the  2ith  May,  got 
under  way  from  New  York,  with  an  intention  of 
proceeding  to  sea  through  the  Sound.      TVhen 
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off  ITuiil's  Point  ihe  mainmast  of  the  United! 
States  was  struck  with  lightning,  which  tore 
away  the  Commodore's  hroad  pendant,  and 
brought  it  down  on  deck,  passed  into  one  of  the 
port-holes,  down  tlie  after  hatchway,  through 
the  ward  room  into  the  doctor's  room,  put  out 
Lis  c'uidle,  tore  up  his  hed,  and  then  passed  be 
twceu  the  skin  and  ceiling  of  the  ship,  and  tore 
kip  about  20  nails  of  her  copper  at  water's  edge. 
Ko  further  trace  of  it  could  be  discovered.  The 
Macedonian  was  about  100  yards  astern  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  observing  the  lightning 
strike  her,  immediately  hove  her  topsails  aback, 
fearing  that  the  fire  might  find  its  way  to  the 
magazine. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  the  vessels  attempted  to 
put  to  sea,  but  were  chased  into  New-London  by 
a  British  force,  consisting  of  a  74,  a  razee,  and 
a  frigate.  The  blockade  of  New-London  was 
immediately  formed;  and  the  inhabitants  very 
highly  aliH'med  lest  the  tow  n  would  be  attacked. 

On  the  2ist  June,  the  British  privateer  Buck- 
skin, (formerly  belonging   to  Salem,)   chased  a 
coaster  into  Owl  Head  Narrows,  (a  small  har- 
bour in  Massachusetts.)  where  five  others  were 
lying,  the  whole  of  which  were  captured  and  re- 
moved down  into  what  is  called  the  Thorough- 
fare, preparatory  to  being  manned  out,  and  they  1 
began  unlading  one   of  the  sloops,   into    which  j 
they  intended  to  put  the  prisoners.     During  this  i 
time,  from  2  to  300  militia  eollected,    and  pro-  ! 
eeeded  down  to  Fox  Island,  it  being  thick  foggy  j 
weather,  when  at  1-2  past  3,  on  the  morning  of  • 
the  22d,  tl  e  fog  clearing  away,  the  privateer  ap- 
peared at  anchor  about  20  rods  from  the  shore, 
where    they   commenced   firing   upon  her  with 
sm^li  arms,  aud  one  field  piece,  which  killed  the- 
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])iivateersmc!i  almost  as  fast  as  they  came  en 
deck.  The  1st  lieutenant  cut  the  cable,  and  la 
attempting  to  hoist  the  jii),  (lying  flat  on  his 
back,)  had  his  under  jaw  shot  away  ;  the  captain 
was  killed  ,•  and  hut  9  men,  it  is  said,  remained 
unhui't,  the  rest  being  either  killed  or  wounded. 
It  being  ebb  tide,  she  dVifted  out,  and  when  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  musketry,  got  under  way, 
leaving  all  her  prizes,  which  again  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  rightful  owners.  The  crews  put  in 
to  man  them,  in  attempting  to  escJipe  to  the  pi'i- 
vateer  in  boats,  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  action  lasted  an  hour. 

On  the  23(1  June,  two  l)arges.  containing  each 
about  15  men,  from  the  blockading  squadron  oft* 
New-London,  attempted  to  land  near  the  light- 
house, but  on  observing  a  company  of  artillery 
near  the  shore,  pulled  oft*  as  fast  as  possible. 
When  the  enemy  imagined  themselves  out  of 
danger,  they  stood  in  the  barges  and  eheerede 
At  this  moment  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  ar- 
tillery, which  struck  one  of  the  boats,  and  killed 
or  wounded  eight  or  ten  of  the  men  in  it, 

A  Mr.  Scudder  formed  a  design  of  destroying 
the  British  ship  Ramilies,  of  74  guns,  ofl^  New- 
London.  For  this  purpose  ten  kegs  of  powder 
\vere  put  into  a  strong  cask,  with  a  quantity  of 
sulphur  mixed  into  it.  At  the  head  of  the  cask 
"was  fixed  two  gun-locks,  with  cords  fastened  to 
the  triggers,  and  to  the  under  side  of  the  barrels 
in  the  hatchway,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
hoist  the  barrels  without  spriaging  the  locks 
each  side  of  the  powder — and  on  tlie  top  was 
placed  a  quantity  of  turpentine,  and  spirits  of 
turpentine,  which  in  all  probability  was  suflicient 
to  have  destroyed  any  vessel  that  ever  floated 
on  the  water,  if  she  could  have  been  got  along 
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side,  which  was  the  object  in  view.  These  keg* 
were  put  on  board  the  smack  Eagle,  which 
sailed  IVom  New-York  on  the  15Lh  June,  for 
New-London,  but  wliich  the  crew  abandoned,  on 
being  pursued  by  the  boats  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  expected  that  the  vessel  would  be  brought 
along  side  tlie  Kaniilies ;  and,  by  exploding, 
would  destroy  that  ship.  I'he  wind  dying  away, 
and  the  tide  being  against  tbem,  she  could  not 
be  brought  along  side.  When  the  Eagle  ex- 
ploded, there  were  four  boats  along  side,  and  a 
great  many  men  on  board  her.  After  the  ex- 
plosion, there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the  boats  ta 
be  seen  ;  the  body  of  fire  rose  to  a  vast  height, 
and  then  burst  like  a  rocket.  Every  man  near 
or  about  her  were  probably  lost,  as  the  boats 
sent  fi*om  the  Ramilies  were  seen  to  return  with- 
out picking  up  any  thing. 

On  the  10th  June,  three  barges  belonging  to 
the  blockading  squadron,  after  capturing  some 
sloops  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  at- 
tt'niptrd  to  land  at  Saybrook,  but  were  beaten  off 
by  the  militia.  The  enemy  had  three  meukiilcd 
on  this  occasion.     The  militia  escaped  unhurt. 

On  the  24th  July,  a  1st  and  3d  lieutenant,  a^ 
sailing-master,  and  five  men,  belonging  to  the  Ra- 
milies, were  surprised  and  taken  on  Gardner's 
Island,  by  a  party  of  the  erew  of  the  United 
States,  despatched  for  the  purpose,  by  Com.  De- 
catur. The  prisoners  were  parolled,  and,  be- 
iivj;  at  liberty,  were  joined  by  others  of  their 
erew,  when  they  found  themselves  sufficiently 
strong  to  seize  and  carry  off  the  American  boat. 
There  was  an  attempt  also  made  to  intercept 
the  American  party,  but  they  escaped  in  a  whale- 
boat  to  Sag-Harhouf.  from  whence  they  return? 
ejlin  safety  to  New-London. 
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Shortly  after  tliis  transaction,  Mr.  Joshua 
Penny,  of  Easthaniptim,  Long- Island,  was  ta- 
ken out  of  his  bed  during  the  night,  by  a  party 
from  the  enemy's  ship,  and,  being  brought  on 
board  the  Raniilies,  was  put  in  ii'ons.  iVIajop 
Case,  commanding  the  troops  of  the  U.  States 
at  Sag-Harbour,  demanded  his  release  as  a  non- 
combatant  ;  but  the  British  offieer,  Capt.  Hardy, 
declined,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  combat- 
ant— that  he  conducted  a  party  of  seamen  from 
New- London  to  Gardner's  Island,  there  to  sur- 
prise and  take  several  British  officers — that  his 
name  had  been  entered  on  the  books  of  one  of 
the  frigates,  and  that  he  had  been  "  employed  in 
a  boat  contrived  for  Ihe  purpose^  tinder  the  com- 
mand of  Thomas  Jf 'elling,  prepared  with  a  lor- 
pcdo,  to  destroy  this  (Capt.  Hardy's)  ship."  This 
last  crime  was  undoubtedly  that  which  led  to 
the  capture  and  severe  treatment  of  Mr.  Penny. 
He  was  treated  with  great  severity  while  on 
board  the  Ramilies,  from  which  vessel  he  was 
sent  to  Halifax,  where  he  was  treated  like  other 
prisoners.  He  was  sent  to  Salem  in  a  cartel 
ship,  in  May,  1814,  and  probably  owed  not  only 
his  liberation,  but  his  life,  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  ordered 
two  British  subjects  to  be  held  as  hostages  foi^ 
the  safety  of  Mr.  Penny. 

The  New- London  blockading  squadron  came, 
on  the  8th  September,  by  the  Sound,  to  a  place 
abuut  20  miles  from  the  city  of  New-York,  cap- 
tured 20  coasters,  took  a  quantity  of  sheep  from 
the  main,  and  had  prohaI>ly  other  robberies  or 
injuries  in  view.  Com.  Lewis,  on  receiving  in- 
formation of  the  enemy's  movement,  proceeded 
up  the  Sound,  with  25  gun-boats.  By  9  o'clock 
on  (he  9th,  he  was  at  Sands's  Point>  within  ±9 
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miles  of  the  enemy.  A  BrUish  frigate  and  a 
sloop  of  war  got  under  way  and  stood  toward 
them.  At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  commodore 
brought  his  flotilla  to  anchor  in  Hempstead  hay, 
ready  to  receive  the  enemy.  The  British  ex- 
changed 10  or  1 5  shots  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
produce  any  effect,  and  then  stood  to  the  east- 
ward, and  were  soon  out  of  sight.  The  flotilla 
returned  to  its  former  station. 

On  the  5th  July,  the  British  tender  Eagle, 
winch  had  been  employed  by  Com.  Beresford, 
for  the  purpose  of  burning  coasters,  &e.  was  ta- 
ken by  a  coup  demain.  The  smack  Yankee  was 
borrowed  for  this  purpose.  Sailing-master  Per- 
ecival  went  on  board,  and  concealed  30  men  in 
the  hold,  lie  tied  a  calf,  a  sheep,  and  a  goose  on 
deck,  and,  thus  prepared,  he  stood  out  of  Mus- 
quito  Covp  ;  three  men  appeared  on  deck.  The 
Kagle,  on  perceiving  the  smack,  immediately 
give  chase,  and  after  coming  up  with  her,  and 
finding  she  had  live  stock  on  deck,  ordered  her 
to  go  down  to  the  commodore,  then  about  five 
miles  distant.  The  helmsman  of  the  smack  an- 
swered '*  aye,  aye,  sir,"  and  apparently  put  up 
the  helm  for  that  purpose,  which  brought  hira 
along  side  the  Eagle,  not  more  than  three  yards 
distant.  The  watch- word,  Laivrence,  was  then 
given,  when  the  armed  men  rushed  on  deck 
from  their  hiding  p'aces.  and  poured  into  her  a 
volley  of  musketry,  which  struck  her  crew  with 
dismay,  and  drove  them  down  so  precipitately 
into  the  h'>ld  of  the  vessel,  that  they  had  not 
time  to  strike  their  colours.  Seeing  the  enemy's 
deck  clear.  Sailing-master  Pereeival,  who  com- 
manded the  expedition,  ordered  his  men  to  cease 
firing — nprin  which  one  of  the  enemy  came  out 
of  the  hold  and  struck  the  colours  of  the  Eagle.. 
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She  had  on  board  a  52  pound  hi-ass  howitzer, 
loaded  with  canoister  shot ;  hut  so  sudden  was 
the  surpiise,  tliey  had  not  time  to  discharge  it. 
The  crew  of  the  Eagle  consisted  of  H.  Morris, 
master's  mate  of  the  Poiciiers,  \V.  Price,  ujid- 
siiipiuan,  and  11  seamen  and  marines.  Mr.  3Ior- 
ris  was  killed,  Mr.  Price  mortaliv  wounded,  and 
one  marine  killed  and  one  wounded.  The  Eagle, 
with  the  prisoners,  arrived offthe  Baflery  in  the 
afternoon,  and  laided  the  prisoners  at  VVhiteliall, 
amidst  the  shouts  and  plaudits  of  thousat-ds  of 
spectators,  assembled  on  the  Batter^V?  celebrat- 
ing I  he  anniversary  of  our  [ndei)endenre. 

A  detachment  from  the  gun  bojit  flotilla  near 
Sandy  Hook,  most  gallantly  b  at  off  about  100 
of  the  crew  of  the  Plantagenel,  whi  h  diove 
ashore  and  hoarded  the  schooner  Spa i  row,  of 
Baltimore,  the  3d  November,  nfai  Long  Branch. 
The  cargo,  together  with  sails,  rigging,  6cc.  were 
saved  ;  the  vessel  bilged. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  fi'om  lieuten- 
ant Nicholson,  commanding  the  gun-boats  at 
Newport,  announced  the  capture  of  the  armed 
British  sloop  Oart,  on  the  4th  Octolier. 

"  Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the 
capture  of  tlie  British  armed  sloop  "  Dart, '  by  the 
revenue  cutter  of  t  -is  place,  last  evening.  She  ap- 
peared offthe  harbour  before  sun-set ;  the  captain  of 
the  cutter  offered  his  services  to  go  out ;  I  put  on 
board  three  sailing-masters  and  about  20  men  ;  she 
immedi^ttely  made  sail  and  laid  aboard  the  Dart,  and 
carried  her  by  boarding  ;  her  firsi  officer  was  killed  ; 
2  of  our  own  men  were  wounded  slightly.  The  pri- 
son* rs  I  send  for  your  disposal.  Very  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient  humbh.  servant, 

"JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

"  Corn.  John  Rndgers^  U,  S. 
frigate  i'residcnt" 
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The  British  Admiral  Warren  issued  a  procla- 
mation on  the  16tli  November,  declaring  Long- 
Island  Sound  in  a  stale  of  rigorous  blockade, 
Tliis  was  an  extension  or  exiilanation  of  a  for- 
mer proclamation  of  the  2ith  SepCembcr,  by 
vliieh  the  ports  and  liarbours  of  New-York, 
Charleslun,  Port  Royal,  Savannah,  and  tiie  river 
Missisi}!]»i  were  declared  in  a  state  of  strict  aiid 
rigorous  blockade. 

A  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  governor  of 
Vermont  on  tl.e  lOth  of  NovtMnhcr,  1813,  the 
o!>jcct  of  which  Avas  to  call  home  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stafes  a  portion  of  the  militia 
uhich  had  been  then  serving  in  the  state  of  New- 
Toik.  Brigadier  (ieneral  Davis  repaired  to  the 
army,  and  demanded  a  compliance  with  the  or- 
ders of  his  excellency  ;  but  obedience  was  re- 
fused, and  the  general  was  arrested. 

A  reply  to  tbc  proclamation  was  drawn  up  at 
Plattsburgli  the  15tii  November,  snd  directed  to 
his  excellency,  signed  h\  ail  the  officers  of  the 
Vermont  militia  then  there.  The  reply  con- 
tained, among  other  matter,  the  following  de- 
cided and  unequivocal  expressions: 

*'  VVe  consider  your  proclamation  as  a  gross  insult 
to  the  officers  and  soldif is.  in  service,  inasmuch  as  it 
implies  that  they  are  so  ig7iorant  of  their  rights  i.s  to 
believe  you  have  authority  to  comniLind  them  in  tlieir 
present  situation,  or  so  ubavdoned  as  to  follow  your 
insidious  advice.  We  cannot  regard  your  proclama- 
tion in  any  other  light,  than  as  an  unwarrantable 
stretch  of  executive  authority,  issued  fiom  the  worst 
of  motives,  to  effect  the  basest  purposes  It  is  in 
our  opinion,  a  renewed  instance  of  that  spirit  of  dis- 
organization and  anarchy  which  is  carried  on  bv  a  fac- 
tion, to  overwhelm  our  country  with  ruin  and  dis- 
grace.    We  cannot  perceive  what  Oiher  object  yovn 
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excellency  could  have  in  view  than  to  embai*rass  the 
operations  of  the  army,_.to  excite  mutiny  and  sedition 
among  the  soldiers,  and  io  induce  them  to  desert,  that 
they  might  foifeit  the  wages  to  which  they  are  enti* 
tied  for  their  patriotic    services." 

A  most  positive  projf  of  that  actual  treason, 
'Wliieh  luiked  under  the  shade  ofan  ill  tiiunl  o[)- 
positioa  to  the  measures  (jf  the  g*  nerai  gi)>e5'ri- 
ment,  was,  soon  afterward,  dibcovered.  at  dP 
New-London,  as  will  he  hest  explained  by  tJie 
followinj;  eommunVeation  fiom  Com.  Decatur  to 
the  >eeretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  at  New-Lon- 
don. [)^CMnb  r  iOth,  1813  : 

"  Some  few  nights  since,  the  weather  promised  uU 
opportuiiity  for  this  squadron  to  get  to  sea,  and  it 
Was  said  on  shore  that  we  intended  to  make  he  at- 
tempt- In  the  course  of  the  evening  two  blue  lights 
were  burnt  on  both  the  points  at  the  harbour's  mouth 
as  signals  to  the  enemy,  and  theve  is  not  a  doub-.,  but 
that  they  have  by  sig.als  and  otherwise,  instantaneous 
information  of  our  movements.  Great  but  urjsuc- 
cessful  exertions  have  been  made  to  detect  those  wno 
communicate  with  the  enemy  by  signal  The  editor 
of  the  jS^ew-Lonlon  Gazette,  to  alarm  them,  and  in 
hope  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  these  signals,  sta- 
ted in  that  newspaper,  that  they  ha. i  been  observed, 
and  ventured  to  denounce  those  who  hat  made  tir,  m 
in  a  iimated  and  i  >dignant  terms-  The  conscqueiice 
is,  that  he  has  incurr*  d  the  express  censure  of  some 
of  his  neigh')ours.  Notwithstanding  these  signals 
have  been  repeated  and  have  been  seen  by  20  porsoas 
at  least  in  this  squadroH,  there  are  men  in  New  L  jm" 
don  who  have  the  hardihood  to  affect  to  disbelieve 
it,  and  the  effrontery  to  avow  their  disbelief." 

The  U.  S.  frig.ite  Con^^fess,  Capt.  Smith,  ar- 
rived at  Portsmouth  in  Deeember,  after  a  cruise 
of  nearly  eight  months.  On'liij*  her  cruise,  she 
got  sight  of  an  enemy's  line  uf  battle  ship,  with  a. 
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frigate  in  company.     She  eaptured  and  destroy 
ed  one  ship  and  one  hrig ;  and  sent  another  cap 
tured  brig  as  a  cartel  to  the  West-Indies.    It>\ill  I 
be   recollected    that  the    Congress  sailed   from 
Newport  in   Aprrl,  in  company  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  parted  company  the  8th  May. 

The  hostile  attidude  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
battle  with  them  at  llppaeanoe,  previous  to  the 
var,  excited  alarm,  and  caused  an  enquiry  into 
its  cause.  A  commiitee  of  congress,  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  message,  which  relaltdlo 
Ir^dian  affairs,  turned  their  particular  attention 
to  the  following  enquiries: 

<«  1st.  Whether  any,  and  what  agency  the 
subjects  of  the  liritish  government  maj  have 
had  in  exciting  the  Indians  on  the  western  fron- 
tier, to  hostilities  against  the  United  States. 

*'  2d.  The  evidence  of  such  hostility,  on  the 
part  of  the  Indian  tribes,  prior  to  the  late  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash. 

*'  3d.  The  orders  by  which  the  campaign  was 
authorised  and  carried  on." 

The  committee  reported,  that  "the  evidence 
before  them  was  as  conclusive  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  can  well  be  supposed  to  admit  of,  that 
the  supply  of  Indian  goods  furnished  at  Fort 
Maiden,  and  distributed  during  the  last  year  by 
the  British  agents  in  Upper  Canada,  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  were  more  abundant  than  usual  ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  extraordinary 
liberality,  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  an 
intention  to  attach  the  Indians  to  the  British 
cause,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  United 
States." 

**  Additional  presents,"  continued  the  commit- 
tee, *•'  coiisisting  of  arms  and  ammunition,  given 
at  a  time  when  there  is  evidence  that  the  British 
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"were  apprized  oT  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians,  accompanied  with  the  speeches  address- 
ed  to  them,  exciting  disaffection,  are  of  too  deci- 
sive a  character  to  leave  douht  on  the   siihject.'* 

The  part  which  the  Indians  took  in  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
was  an  additional  and  strong  evidence  in  support 
of  the  agenev,  wliieh  the  British  government 
had  in  the  early  hostility  of  the  savages. 

Scarcely  Avas  the  Indian  war  Avith  the  north 
western  tribes  hyought  to  a  conclusion,  than  the 
tomahawk  was  raised  on  the  south-western  bor- 
der. 

The  southern  tribes  were  divided  into  parties; 
one  hostile,  the  other  friendly,  to  the  United 
States.  The  former  was  the  stronger  party  ; 
the  latter  needed  protection,  and  were  so  bent  on 
hostility,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  enforce 
on  them  a  neutral  policy.  A  departure  from  the 
usual  forbearance  of  the  United  States*  govern- 
ment, to  accept  their  services,  was  unavoidable  ; 
and  the  proffered  services  of  friendly  Indiana 
were  accepted. 

It  having  been  discovered  that  in  consequence 
©fan  order  from  a  British  general  in  Canada,  a 
large  quantity  of  munitions  of  war  were  distri- 
buted by  the  Spanish  governor  of  Pensacola, 
among  the  hostile  tribe  of  Indians,  Colonel  Col- 
lier, with  about  180  men,  marched,  with  a  view 
to  intercept  the  Indians,  on  their  return.  On 
the  27th  July,  1813,  on  the  east  side  of  Alaba- 
ma, and  waters  of  Escambia,  he  fell  in  with, 
-and  gave  battle  to  the  Muscogees.  The  fight 
was,  for  a  short  time,  well  maintained  on  both 
sides.  At  the  moment  when  victory  Avas  about 
to  declare  in  favour  of  Col.  Collier's  party,  a 
junior  officer,  without   authority,  cried  aut  <*  re^ 
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treat !"  It  passed  througli  the  whole  line,  an^, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  Col.  Collier,  it 
was  impossiijle  to  rally  the  militia  :  the  enemy 
was  left  master  of  the  field.  Col.  Collier  lost 
2  men  killed,  and  10  wounded.  The  Indians 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  six  killed,  and  several 
wounded.  A  considerable  part  of  the  presents 
brought  by  the  Indians  from  Pensaeola,  fell  into 
Col.  Collier's  hands. 

Fort  Minims,  on  Tensaw,  was  unexpectedly 
attacked  on  the  30th  August,  by  a  large  force  of 
Indians.  The  front  gate  lay  open,  and  the 
Indians  were  rushing  through,  when  first  per- 
ceived by  the  garrison.  The  men,  under  com- 
Miand  of  Major  Beasley,  were  quickly  formed, 
and  a  part  of  them  contested  a  passage  through 
the  gate  with  great  bravery  ;  the  action  scon 
became  general ;  the  port-holes  were  taken  and 
re-taken  several  times.  A  block-house  was  de- 
fended by  Capt.  Jack  and  a  few  riflemen,  for  an 
hour  after  a  part  of  it  had  been  possessed  by 
ifhe  enemy,  A  galling  tire  was  kept  up  from 
the  houses,  until  the  enemy  gave  fire  to  the 
roofs.  The  place  was  no  longer  tenable.  A 
retreat  was  attempted,  under  direction  of  Capt. 
Bailey,  of  the  militia,  and  Ensign  Chambless, 
of  the  rifle  company,  but  few  of  the  party  were 
able  to  affect  it.  Major  Beasley  fell  while  de- 
fending the  gate,  at  ihe  commencement  of  the 
action,  which  continued  for  about  six  hours. — 
jXiaety-two  men,  including  officers,  were  killed; 
and  many  respectable  citizens,  with  numerous 
families,  who  had  abandoned  their  farms  for  se- 
«:urity,  were  also  killed  or  burned  in  the  houses, 
into  which  they  had  fled.  The  loss  of  the  ene- 
my could  not  be  ascertained,  but  must  have  been 
^ery  considerable. 
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€apt.  Kennedj',  who  was  sent,  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  Indians,  to  bury  the  dead,  made  a 
report  to  Gen.  Ciaibornc>  of  which  tlie  followins? 
is  an  extract : 

"  We  collected  and  consigned  to  the  earth  TWO 
HUNDRED  AND  FORfY-SEVEN,  including^ 
Tnen,  it/omen  and  children. 

"  The  adjacent  woods  were  strictly  searched  for 
our  countrymen,  and  in  that  pursuit  we  discovered 
at  least  one  hundred  slaughtered  Indians.  They 
were  covered  with  rails,  brush,  &c.  We  could  not 
be  mistaken  as  to  their  being  Indians,  as  they  werc' 
interred  with  their  war-dress  and  implements — and 
althougli  they  have  massacred  a  number  of  our  help- 
less women  and  children,  it  is,  beyond  doubt,  to 
them,  a  dear-bought  victory." 

The  massacre  at  Fort  Mimms,  was  followed 
by  several  other  cruel  murders  in  different 
places. 

The  general  government,  having  been  inform- 
ed of  these  transactions,  made  a  requisition  oq 
the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  for  detach- 
ments of  militia,  to  be  sent  against  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  Creek  nation. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  a- 
dopted  a  resolution,  on  the  27tli  September,  m 
the  following  words  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  state  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  forthwith  to  give  immediate 
information  to  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  time  when,  and  the  place  at  which,  the  3,500 
men  will  be  prepared  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  the 
said  troops  be  immediately  received  into  the  public^, 
service." 

The  legislature  of  Georgia  gave  authority  to 
the  governor,  to  call  out  such  portion  of  the  mi- 
litia, as  he  might  deem  necessary,  for  the  seen- 
R  3 
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rity  and  protection  of  llie  frontier  inhabitants  ? 
and  rsqiaiing  tliat  !ie  call  on  the  general  gov- 
ernment for  subsistence  for  tlie  troops  that  ntight 
bo  thus  caHed  out.  This  was,  in  eflect,  putting 
them  at  t!»c  disposal   of  the  general  government. 

The  militia  of  the  states  of  Georgia  and  Ten- 
cessee,  with  the  nearest  regular  troops,  and 
othev  corps  from  the  Missisippi  territory,  were 
Kiaiv'hed  aguinst  the  hostile  savages.  General 
Andrew  Jackson  commanded  the  entire. 

The  first  victory  (for  every  battle,  after  this 
period,  >yas  a  victory,)  is  thus  detailed  by  Gen. 
Jackson  : 

"  We  iiave  retaliated  for.  the  destruction  of  Fort 
Mimms.  On  the  2d,  I  detached  Gen.  Coffee  with  a 
part  of  his  brigade  of  cavalry  and  mounted  riflrmen, 
to  destroy  Tallushatches,  where  a  considerable  force 
of  the  hostile  Creeks  were  concentrated  The  gen- 
eral executed  this  in  style.  A  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  of  the  enemy  were  found  dead  on  the  field,  and 
about  80  taken  prisoners,  40  of  >vhom  have  been 
brought  here.  In  the  number  left,  there  is  a  suffi- 
ciency but  slightly  wounded,  to  take  care  of  those 
who  ai*e  badly. 

"  1  have  to  regret,  that  five  of  my  brave  fellows 
have  been  killed,  and  about  30  wounded  ;  some  bad* 
ly,  but  none  I  hope  mortally. 

"  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost 
bravery  and  deliberation. 

♦'  Captains  Smith,  Bradley,  and  Winston,  are 
wounded,  all  slightly.     No  officer  is  killed," 

It  appears,  by  Gen.  Coffee's  statement,  dated 
Camp  at  Ten-islands  of  Coosa.  November  4th, 
that  ihe  Indians  fought  with  a  bravery  that 
would  do  them  honour,  had  they  been  engaged  in 
a  just  cause,  with  an  obstinacy,  that  would 
yield  to  nothing  but  death,  and  with  a  contempt 
of  daDger;  truly  characteristic  of  the  savage.--" 
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The  detachment,  under  command  of  Gen.  Coffee, 
consisted  of  600,  cavah\v  and  mounted  riflemen. 
Being  arrived  williin  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
Tallushatches  town,  the  detachment  v/as  divided 
into  two  columns,  the  right  composed  of  the 
cavalry,  under  Col.  Allcoru ;  the  left  composed 
of  mounted  riflemen,  under  Col.  Cannon.  Gen. 
Coff*ee,  marched  with  the  riflemen  ;  Col.  AUcorn 
encircled  one  half  of  the  town,  while  Col.  Can- 
non completed  the  circle,  by  closing  on  the  side 
opposite  to  Col.  Allcorn.  When  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  town,  tlie  di'ims  of  the  enemy  beat, 
and  the  savage  yells  aj'.nouneed  that  the  enemy 
was  prepared  for  battle.  In  about  an  hour  af- 
ter sun-rise,  Capt.  Hammond,  and  Lieut.  Patter- 
son's companies  went  wiihin  the  circle,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  forth  the  enemy,  and  eom- 
uienced  the  battle,  when  they  withdrew  before 
a  violent  charge  from  the  Indians,  until  they 
reached  Col.  Allcorn's  column,  when  a  gene- 
ral fire  >vas  opened  on  the  savages,  who  retreat- 
ed, firing  until  they  got  around  and  into  their 
buildings.  Here  they  fought  as  long  as  one 
(Existed.  No  quarter  Avas  sought,  and  none, 
from  all  appearance,  would  be  accepted.  The 
assault  by  the  troops  was  warm  and  courageous, 
rushing  up  to  the  doors  of  the  houses,  as  little 
intimidated  as  if  there  was  no  enemy  to  oppose 
them.  In  a  conflict  of  this  nature,  it  was  im- 
possible to  provide  against  the  destruction  of  a 
few  of  the  squaws  and  children.  The  number 
of  the  enemy  killed  muit  have  exceeded  200^ 
186  of  whom  were  found;  84  women  and  chil- 
dren were  taken  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  mi- 
litia consisted  of  5  privates  killed :  4  captains, 
2  lieutenants,  2  cornets,  3  sergeants,  5  corpo- 
rals, 1  artificer,  and  24  privates,  wounded. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  7th  November,  an  ex 
press  arrived  to  Cien.  Jackson,  with  information, 
that  the  hostile  Creeks  hail  encamped  in  great 
force  near  Lashley's  fort,  (Talladaga.)  with  the 
apparent  intention  of  attacking  the  friendly  In- 
dians. The  general  immediately  marched  with 
about  2000  men,  against  the  enemy,  and  en- 
camped that  night  within  six  miles  of  the  fort. 
At  *  o'cloek,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  he  con- 
tinued his  ojarch  toward  the  enemy,  who  was 
encamped  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fort, 
to  relieve  which.  Gen.  Jackson  had  so  expedi- 
tiously moved.  At  sun-rise,  the  General  was 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  fort,  when  he  moved 
forward  in  order  of  battle.  The  plan  of  attack 
was  similar  to  that  which  proved  so  successful 
on  the  3d  inst.  The  enemy  was  to  be  enclosed 
in  a  circle.  The  advanced  guard  sent  forward 
to  bring  on  the  engagement,  succeeded  in  draw- 
ing forward  the  savages  toward  the  main  body 
of  the  army.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Indians, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  a  few  companies  of  the  militia  commenc- 
ed a  retreat ;  but  finding  their  place  quickly 
supplied  by  a  body  of  cavalry,  who  dismounted 
for  the  purpose,  the  militia  rallied,  when  a  gen- 
eral fire  from  the  front  line,  and  from  that  part 
of  the  wings  which  was  contiguous,  was  poured 
on  the  savages,  who,  nnable  to  withstand  or  re- 
sist, retreated;  but  were  met  at  every  turn, 
and  repulsed  in  every  direction.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  retreat  of  the  militia,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action,  this  victory  would  probably 
have  been  as  complete  as  that  of  the  2d.  The 
victory,  however,  was  very  decisive;  290  of  the 
enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  field ;  many  more 
^ere  grol^ably  killed,  who  were  not  found;  ati^ 
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many,  op  most  of  those  wlio  escaped,  must  have 
been  wounded.  Jackson  was  compelled  to  re- 
tura  to  his  camp  near  the  Ten-islands,  having 
marched  from  thence  without  baggage,  or  oth- 
er necessaries  that  could  be  dispensed  with,  or 
might  retard  his  march.  He  lost,  in  the  en- 
gagement, 17  killed,  and  S6  wounded.  The  en- 
emy exceeded  1000  warriors.  A  stand  of  co- 
lours, hearing  the  Spanish  cross,  was  taken  from 
them. 

On  the  12th  November,  Gen.  White  was  de- 
tached from  Fort  Armstrong,  on  the  Coosa, 
with  about  1100  mounted  men,  (including  up- 
wards of  300  Cherokee  Indians,)  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  the  Hillabee  towns,  on  the  west 
side  of  Tallapoosa  river.  On  the  17th,  about  1 
o'clock  at  night,  the  detachment  marched  with- 
in eight  miles  of  the  upper  town,  received  infor- 
mation from  one  of  their  spies,  a  half  breed  and 
son  of  a  Mr.  Grayson,  who  had  considerable 
property,  and  resided  in  tliat  place,  that  his  fam- 
ily and  property  would  be  sacrificed  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  next  day,  if  Gen.  White  did  not  re- 
lieve him.  Gen.  White,  with  alacritj',  dismount- 
ed three  hundred  of  his  troops,  wi(h  part  of  the 
Indians,  and  marched  to  surpiise  the  town  be- 
fore day -light.  Having  large  creeks  to  wade, 
and  the  van  having  to  tarry  some  time  for  the 
rear,  wiiich  had  fallen  behind  some  distance, 
the  town  was  not  reached  until  sun-rise  on  the 
18th,  Mhen  the  town  was  completely  surround- 
ed, and  the  savage  eneniy  received  the  f:rst  fire 
without  the  least  notice  of  the  approach.  "^I'hey 
fired  several  guns,  but  Avere  charged  home 
upon  them  witli  loaded  muskets,  and  charge  of 
bayonets;  and  in  10  or  15  minutes  they  held  up 
a  flag,  and  the  firing  ceased.    An  Indian  town 
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at  Little  Oakfnskee,  consisting  of  30  houses,  a 
town  called  Genalga,  consisting  of  93  houses, 
were  burned  by  the  troops  in  their  march.  TliC 
great  number,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  hostile 
Creeks,  assembled  at  the  llillabee  town,  con- 
sisting of  about  316,  were  either  killed  or  cap- 
tured. Sixty  warriors  were  killed  on  the  spot. 
Gen.  White's  detachment  had  not  a  man  killed 
or  wounded. 

Gen.  Floyd,  with  950  of  the  Georgia  militia, 
and  between  300  and  400  friendly  Indians,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  town  called  Auttossee,  on  the  south- 
ern bank  of  the  Talapoosee,  about  18  miles  from 
the  Hickory  Ground,  in  order  to  attack  a  large 
force  of  hostile  Indians,  reported  to  be  assem- 
bled at  that  place.  At  half  an  hour  after  six 
o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  Novembeiv 
the  expedition  reached  the  front  of  the  town> 
and  the  men  were  formed  for  action.  At  this 
time,  when  the  army  was  about  to  execute  a 
pre-concerted  manceuvre,  for  the  purpose  of 
surrounding  the  enemy,  a  second  town  was  dis- 
covered about  500  yards  below  that  which  was 
first  discovered.  This  compelled  Gen.  Floyd  to 
adopt  a  new  manceuvre,  by  dividing  and  dispos- 
ing his  force,  so  that  both  towns  might  be  at- 
tacked at  once.  This  disposition  being  made, 
and  the  troops  having  advanced,  the  battle  com- 
menced, and  scon  became  general.  The  Indians 
fought  with  their  usual  obstinacy  and  despera- 
tion, but  were  soon  compelled,  by  tlie  superior 
force  of  artillery,  and  a  charge  of  bayonets,  to 
retreat,  and  take  refuge  in  the  out-houses  and 
copses  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  At  9  o'clock, 
the  enemy  was  completely  driven  from  the  plain, 
and  the  houses  wrapped  in  flames.  The  militia 
being  60  miies  from  any  depot  of  provisions,  and 
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but  little  remaining,  it  was  judged  imprudent  to 
continue  in  the  heart  of  a  couutiy,  surrounded 
by  hosts  of  savages.  This  place  was,  therefore, 
abandoned,  and  the  troops  commenced  their 
march  to  Chatahouehie. 

Auttossee  was  a  favourite  spot  with  the  Indians, 
and  it  is  conjectured,  that  the  force  assembled 
from  several  towns  for  its  defence,  must  have 
been  very  considerable.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a 
precise  account  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy ;  but 
from  the  number  which  were  l^ing  scattered 
over  the  field,  together  with  those  destroyed  in 
the  towns,  and  the  many  slain  on  the  bi  ik  of 
the  river,  which  respectable  officers  affirm  they 
saw  lying  in  heaps  at  the  water's  edge,  where 
they  had  been  precipitated  by  their  surviving 
friends,  their  loss  in  killed,  independent  of  their 
wounded,  must  have  been  at  least  200.  (among 
whi>'n  were  the  Auttossee  and  Tallassee  kings;) 
and  from  the  circumstances  of  their  making  n» 
effi^rts  to  molest  the  troops,  probably  greater. 
The  number  of  buildings  burnt,  some  of  a  supe- 
rior order,  for  the  dwellings  of  savages,  ami  fill- 
ed  with  valuable  articles,  is  supposed  to  be  400. 

The  number  of  the  Americans  killed  and 
wounded,  as  furnished  by  the  hospital  surgeon, 
was — Total  killed,  11;  total  wounded,  d't;  a- 
niong  whom  was  Gen.  Floyd,  badly. 

\  detachment,  under  command  of  Gen.  Clai- 
borne, marchetl  from  Fort  Claiborne,  east  bank 
of  the  \labama.  on  the  13th  of  December,  a- 
gainst  the  Indians  residing  on  the  Alabama, 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Cahaba.  After  a  march 
of  more  than  100  miles,  principally  through 
woods,  without  a  track  to  guide  them,  they 
came  in  sight  of  a  new  town,  lately  built  by  the 
Indians^   on  a  ground  called    "  Holy."      This 
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town  was  established  as  a  place  of  seeurify  fbv 
the  inhabitants  of  several  villages ;  and  three 
of  the  pi'0()hets  resided  in  it.  The  place  was 
then  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  un- 
der the  cotnmand  of  Wetherford,  a  bold  and 
sanguinary  chief,  who  was  one  of  those  who 
comma;ided  tlje  Indians  at  tl«e  massacre  of  the 
garrison  and  inhabitants  at  FortMimins.  About 
noon,  on  the  23d  December,  the  right  column 
of  the  army,  comjmsed  of  12  month-s  volunteers, 
commanded  by  Col.  Joseph  Cai'son,  came  in 
view  of  the  town,  and  was  immediately  and  vig- 
oi'ous  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who,  beit»g  ap- 
prized of  the  approach  of  the  troops,  had  cho- 
s<'n  tht  ir  field  of  action.  Before  the  other 
troops  or  friendly  Indians  could  come  generally 
into  action,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  dying 
in  all  directions.  'J'hirty  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  and  nrany  wounded.  The  loss  to  the  ar- 
my was  one  killed,  and  six  wounded.  A  pursuit 
was  attempted,  l)ut  found  to  be  impracticable, 
owing  to  tl»e  nature  of  the  ground.  The  town, 
consisting  of  200  houses,  was  burned,  together 
■with  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  and  immense 
property  of  various  kinds,  which  the  enemy 
could  not  carry  away.  The  next  day  was  em- 
ployed in  destroying  a  town  consisting  of  sixty 
houses,  eight  miles  higher  up  the  river. 

Notwithstanding  these  repeated  defeats,  the 
savages  seemed  yet  bent  on  war.  Before  day, 
en  the  morning  of  the  27th  January,  a  very 
large  body  of  Indians  attacked  the  troops  at 
Camp- Defiance,  48  miles  west  of  Chatahouchie. 
The  onset  was  desperate,  and  the  surprise  as 
complete  as  possible.  In  20  minutes  after  lir- 
in?*  on  the  sentinels,  the  action  became  general, 
the  enemy  pressing  close  on  the  fronts  rjg.ht  and 
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left  flanks  of  the  army ;  but  the  savages  were 
repolled  at  every  point.  The  enemy  rushed 
nearly  to  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  gained  the 
rear  of  the  picket  guards,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Broaduax ;  but  the  latter  bravely  cut  their  way 
through  the  savages,  and  joined  the  army.  As 
soon  as  day  dawned,  and  objects  could  be  dis- 
tinguished, a  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  en- 
emy fled  before  the  bayonet.  The  signal  was 
given  for  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  who  pur- 
sued and  sabred  15  of  the  enemy  ;  who  left  37 
dead  on  the  field.  From  the  eft'usion  of  blood, 
and  the  number  of  head-dresses,  and  war  clubs, 
found  in  various  directions,  their  loss  must  have 
been  considerable.  The  loss  of  the  army,  on 
this  occasion,  was  17  killed,  and  132  wounded. 
Of  the  friendly  Indians,  five  were  killed,  and  15 
wounded. 

Gen.  Jackson  having  received  information  at 
his  head-quarters.  Fort  Strother,  from  Capt. 
M'Alpin,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong, 
in  the  absence  of  Col.  Snodgrass,  that  14-  or  15 
towns  of  the  enemy,  situated  on  the  waters  of 
the  Tallapoosee,  were  about  uniting  their  forces, 
and  attacking  the  fort,  which  was  then  in  a 
feeble  state  of  defence,  the  general  resolved  on 
an  excursion  into  the  enemy's  country,  further 
than  had  been  hitherto  attempted.  He  accord- 
ingly commenced  his  march  on  the  15th  January, 
with  9v>0  men,  exclusive  of  Indians.  On  the 
18th,  the  army  encamped  at  Talladega  fort, 
where  it  was  joined  by  about  200  friendly  Creek 
Indians,  and  65  Cherokees.  Here  the  general 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Snodgrass,  who 
had  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong,  informing  him> 
that  an  attack  was  soon  to  be  made  on  that  forts 
hy  900  of  the  enemy.    It  was  further  under- 
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Stood,  that  the  enemy  was  Collecting  in  a  bend 
ot'lhe  Tallapoosee,  near  the  mouth  of  a  ereek 
Cfilkd  Eniuclvtau,  on  an  island  below  New-Yor- 

On  the  20th,  at  night,  the  army  encamped 
at  a  small  Hillahee  village,  about  12  miles  from 
Kiitu  k:au.  On  the  2lst.  the  aimy  marched  in 
a  tliicct  line  for  the  he«d  of  the  lallapoosee. — 
In  the  afternoon,  the  army  baited,  and  the  gen- 
eial  determined  to  eneam})  foe  the  night,  that 
be  n.ight  have  lime  to  reconnoitre,  and  make 
dispsitions  for  attack,  if  he  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoo(!  of  a  hi?gc  i'oice,  whih,  from  appear- 
ance, he  ju^'ged  to  he  the  case.  Having  chosen 
an  eligibiv'  scite,  the  army  encamped  in  a  hollow 
sqiKire,  Spies  and  pickets  were  sent  out,  the 
sentinels  douhlcd,  and  tlie  necessary  arr;.nge- 
iiients  were  r.i.  de  to  losis*  un  attack,  if  it  should 
be  attempJod  during  the  night  ;  or  to  nnak*'  one, 
if  the  cneniv  could  be  found  at  daj-light  the 
foSiOwing  nnti'ning.  ^Vhile  the  army  was  in 
this  state  of  jcadiness.  the  enemy,  about  6  o'clock 
in  tl'.e  niornina,  commenced  a  vigorcus  a! tack 
on  tiie  left  flank,  which  was  as  vigorously  met. 
The  action  raged  for  half  an  hour  on  the  left 
ilank,  and  on  the  left  of  the   I'car  of  tlse   arnsy. 

The  brave  Gen.  CofiVe.  with  Col.  SiUler,  ihe 
adjutant-genera],  and  Col.  Carroll,  the  iu'^pccior- 
geneia'.  the  moment  the  firing  conui  enced, 
mounted  their  hoises  and  repaired  to  the  line, 
encouraging  and  animating  the  men  to  the  per- 
fovniance  of  their  duty.  So  sron  as  it  became 
Jight  enough  to  pursue,  the  left  wing,  haviug 
sustained  the  heat  of  the  action,  and  being  some- 
what weakened,  was  reinlorced  by  Capt.  Fer- 
I'iU's  company  of  infantry,  I'.nd  was  oi-dered  and 
led  OQ  to  the  charge  by  General  Coffee,  who  was 
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ior-general,  a.;d  in  all  the  offieers  and  privates 
who  coinposi'd  that  line.  The  enesiiy  was  com- 
pletely routed  at  every  point,  and  iiie  friendly 
Indians  joini'ig  in  the  pursuit,  the.y  were  chased 
about  two  miles,  with  eonsideruhle  suiu^liter. 

Gen.  Coflk'e,  wito  whs  detached  with  4.00  men, 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  eneamprneiit,  return- 
ed, v/ith  a  view  to  briug  up  tiie  aidliery,  whieh 
lie  deemed  necessary  to  the  attack.  In  halt*  an 
hour  after  his  lelurn.  a  cons'dt rahle  force  of 
the  enemy  eonmienced  a  lire  on  a  party  of  men 
who  were  then  in  search  of  Indians.  Gen.  Cof- 
fee, with  only  at  men,  a  part  of  200  who  were 
to  have  acted  with  him.  commenced  an  attack 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy;  200  friendly  In- 
dians were  ordered  at  the  same  time  to  attack 
the  enemy's  right.  At  this  moment  it  was  dis- 
covere«l  tliat  the  attack  of  the  enenjy  was  but  a 
Xcintj  having  intended,  by  drawing  off  the  gene- 
ral's attention  from  his  left,  to  attack  it  with 
silccess:  in  this  the  enemy  was  disappointed. 
The  whole  line  met  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
with  astonishing  intrepidity,  and  having  charg- 
ed, forced  the  savages  to  retreat  with  preeipita- 
tio!t.  They  were  pursued  to  a  eonsidsrablc 
distance,  and  severely  galled  by  a  very  destruc- 
tive  jire. 

During  this  transadif^n.  Gen.  Coffee  was  cosi- 
teftdsng  :ijjai!ist  a  very  superior  force.  As  soon 
as  nossible  a  reinforcement  was  sent  to  his  aid, 
which  soon  decided  the  contest  in  that  quarter; 
th'*  enemy  was  changed,  routed,  and  jmrsued  for 
three  miles.  Nothing  now  remained  but  to  de- 
stroy an  e.npty  camp,  which  did  not  seem  of  suf- 
fnient  importance  to  delay  a  return  to  Fort 
Strotlier,  which  was  commenced  on  the  follow- 
in  a:  mornins:. 
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On  the  2ith,  as  the  men  were  crossing  the 
Enotachopoc  creek,  an  alarm  gun  announced 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Gen.  Jackson  ex- 
pected an  attack,  and  had  dispositions  made  to 
turn  it  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  enemy.  The 
right  and  left  columns  of  the  army  were  direct- 
ed to  turn  on  their  pivots,  recross  the  creek 
ahove  and  helow,  and  fail  on  the  enemy's  flanks 
and  rear.  I'he  manoeuvre,  if  executed,  would 
probably  prove  as  destructive  to  the  enemy  as 
any  thing  hitherto  attempted  ;  but,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  a  few  guns  were  fired,  the  right  and 
left  columns  of  the  rear  guard  gave  way;  the 
greater  part  of  tlie  centre  column  followed  the 
disastrous  example,  leaving  not  more  than  25 
men,  who  maintained  their  ground  as  long  as 
possible.  There  was  then  left  to  repulse  the 
enemy,  but  the  few  who  remained  in  the  rear 
guard,  the  artillery  company,  and  Capt.  Russell's 
company  of  spies.  Amidst  a  most  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy,  this  little  band,  not  one-tenth 
of  the  number  opposed  to  it,  advanced  to  the 
attack.  The  artillery  and  a  few  others  gained 
the  top  of  a  hill,  dra\ving  up  with  them  a  six- 
pounder,  when  they  poured  on  the  enemy  several 
discharges  of  grape,  then  charged,  repulsed,  and 
pursued  him  for  two  miles,  leaving  26  of  their 
warriors  dead  on  the  field.  The  loss  in  these 
several  engagements,  was  20  killed  and  75 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
exactly  ascertained;  189  of  their  warriors  were 
found  dead  ;  this  undoubtedly  formed  but  a  part 
of  the  killed;  the  wounded  must  have  been  pro- 
portionab'y  numerous. 

All  the  effects  intended  by  this  excursion, 
seem  to  have  been  pt  odtieed.  If  an  attack  was 
intended  against  Fort  Armstrong,  that  was  pre- 
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ented;  a  diversloa  was  made  in  favour  of  Gea. 
Fhiyiii  who  was  oti  tlic  east  side  of  tlie  Ta'la- 
noust^o  ;  tiic  number  of  the  enemy  was  lessened. 
Hid  tiieii'  conn<len.'e  in  tlieir  Icinders  1>! oken  in 
>ii ;  the  eneju^v's  country  was  exiJiored,  and  a 
roiid  cut  through  an  i.aport  mt  part  of  it.;  and, 
-on  the  mUoIc,  tended  to,  and  hastened  (he  ternii- 
nation  of  Indian  iiosiilities,  as  much,  if  not  morC;, 
tiian  any  previous  expedition. 

f[ithej*io  the  enejuy  was  engaged  cither  in 
the  open  field,  or  in  .situations  where  he  had 
little  afl van tasre  from  works  of  art,  and  not  much 
from  nature.  One  situation  remained  to  he  as- 
sailed, where  a  skilful  disj;lay  of  art  rendered  a 
position,  naturally  strong,  so  seemingly  impreg- 
nable, that  it  required  a  great  effort  of  courage 
to  approacii  it,  a  consummate  skill  to  direct  the 
attack,  and  a  persevering,  undaunted  resolution, 
to  prosecute  it  to  success. 

In  the  bend  of  the  I'allapoosee,  two  miles  be- 
yond where  Gen.  Jackson  engaged  the  Indians 
on  the  iisl  January,  the  s-avages  had  fixed  on  a 
sciie  for  erecting  a  fortification.  Nature  fur- 
nished few  places  more  eligible  for  defence,  and 
it  was  improved  by  art,  with  a  skill  not  discov- 
ered before  in  an  Indian  fortification.  The  b<'nd 
resembles,  in  its  curvature,  a  horse  shoe.  Across 
the  neck  of  land,  whii^h  leads  into  it  from  the 
north,  a  breastwork  was  erected,  of  the  greatest 
compactness  and  strength,  fom  5  to  8  feet 
high,  and  prepared  with  double  rows  of  poi'l- 
"holes,  very  artfully  arranged;  an  "^rmy  could 
not  a'jproaeh  it,  without  being  exposed  to  a 
doul)!e  and  cross  fire  fiom  the  enemy,  who  lay 
in  perfect  secu*ity  behind  it.  Gea.  Jackson  re- 
solved ou  the  attack  of  this  Importr.nt  and  dou» 
hly  sti'Oiig  position.  The  ludiaa  force  amount= 
s2 
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ed  to  about,  or  upwards  of  1000  warriors.  TLe 
army  approached  this  foraiidahle  positiou  on 
the  27th  March,  near  enough  to  prepare  for 
the  attack.  General  Coffee,  with  the  mounted 
men,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Indian  force, 
I'rosscd  the  riNer  about  two  miles  below  the  en- 
campment, with  a  view  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
Ihe  Indians  ;  the  infantry  advanced  slowly  along 
the  point  of  land  which  led  to  the  front  of  the 
breastwork ;  a  six  and  a  three  pound  cannon  were 
planted  on  an  eminence,  at  a  distance  of  150  to 
200  yards  from  it.  A  fire  from  rifles  was  di- 
recied  against  the  enemy,  whenever  he  showed 
liiniseif  beyond  his  defences.  When  this  fire 
was  kept  up  about  two  hours,  a  party  crossed 
over  in  canoes,  and  fired  a  few  of  the  buildings^ 
and  then  advancing  boldly  up  to  the  breastwork, 
commenced  a  fire  on  the  enemy  behind  it.  This 
proving  insufficient  to  dislodge  him,  Gen.  Jack- 
son resolved  to  take  it  by  storm.  The  troops 
received  the  order  with  acclamation,  and  ad- 
vanced with  an  ardent  and  zealous  enthusiasm, 
»•  Having  maintained,"  says  Gen.  Jackson,  in 
liis  letter  to  Gov.  Blount,  «  for  a  few  minutes 
a  very  obstinate  contest,  muzzle  to  muzzle, 
through  the  port-holes,  in  which  many  of  the 
enemy's  balls  were  welded  to  the  bayonets  of 
our  muskets,  our  troops  succeeded  in  gaining 
possession  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  works. 
The  event  could  no  longer  be  doubtful.  The 
enemy,  although  many  of  them  fought  to  the  last 
with  that  kind  of  bravery  whicli  desperation  in- 
spires, were  at  length  routed  and  cut  to  pieces. 
The  whole  margin  of  the  river  which  surround- 
ed the  peninsula,  was  strewed  with  the  slain." 
The  fighting  continued  with  some  severity  about 
five  hours.     Five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  of  the 
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enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  peninsula,  and  a 
i^reat  number  were  killed  in  attempting  to  cross 
the  river  ;  it  was  supposed  that  not  more  than 
20  escaped;  250  women  and  children  were  taken 
prisoners.  Gen.  Jackson's  loss  amounted  to  43 
white  men  killed;  and  173  wounded  ;  23  friend- 
Ij  Indians  killed,  and  47  Avounded. 

This  battle  broke  down  the  spirits,  as  it  ma- 
terially reduced  the  remaining  strength  of  the 
savages.  Wctherford  surrendered  himself  to 
Gen.  Jackson.  Six  or  seven  towns  followed  the 
example  of  this  chief.  M-^ueen,  with  500  of 
his  followers  retired  to  the  Escambia  river, 
near  Pensacola.  Peace  was  quickly  restored. 
The  militia  were  disbanded,  and  returned  to 
their  homes. 

Wctherford,  whose  unconditional  surrender 
has  been  just  mentioned,  had  been  the  most  ac- 
tive and  sanguinary  of  all  the  Indian  chiefs.  He 
signalized  himself  in  several  actions:  ever  pre- 
sent where  danger  pressed,  he  >vas  the  constant 
advocate  of  murder  and  extermination.  In  a 
private  interview  with  Gen.  Jackson,  he  deliver- 
ed the  following  speech  : 

"  I  fought  at  Fort  Mimms — I  fought  the  Geor- 
gian army-— I  did  you  all  the  injury  I  could — had  I 
been  supported  as  1  was  promised,  I  would  have 
done  you  more.  But  my  warriors  are  all  killed— I 
can  fight  you  no  longer.  I  look  back  with  sorrow, 
that  I  have  brought  destruction  on  my  nation.  I; 
am  now  in  your  power — do  with  me  as  you  please. 
I  am  a  soldier." 

The  barbarous  complexion  which  the  enemy 
gave  to  the  war,  was  not  confined  to  the  em- 
ployment of  Indians.  We  have  already  detailed 
barbarities  in  which  Indians  did  not  participate* 
Mauy   others  must  remain  untold;  our  luuits^ 
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vill  not  admit  a  full  dediil  of  this  part  of  the 
s»ibj;;'*t.  Tiic  neatmout  (o  prisoners  of  war  was 
not  merely  unusuu!  ;  it  'vas,  in  the  last  degree, 
erueJ,  unj)recedeii(id.  bai  5»ii!  uus.  The  authen- 
ticated pioofs.  <:o.;gressioiial  records,  affidavits. 
&e.  are  shocki^.^;ly  iiiiineroiis. 

The  exereise,  b\  i^ritaiii,  of  a  presumed  right 
to  command,  at  all  times,  the  services  of  native 
suhji'Cls.  gave  rise  to  otje  of  the  causes  of  war, 
to  **it,  the  i>npveb'S',nent  ofseampn  oui  of  neulral 
vcsaels  on  the  high  seas.  This  priiicij>lc.  it  was 
intended,  should  govern  the  enemy  in  conducting 
the  war. 

The  crew  of  the  U,  S.  brig  Nautilus,  which 
had  been  eaj)(ured  in  tiie  early  part  of  the  war, 
ar  ived  at  lioston  in  a  carJel,  the  11th  Septem- 
ber, 181'i,  except  six  men,  who  were  put  in 
irons  ;  and  were,  as  Lieut.  Crane  un<lerstood,  to 
be  ti'ied  for  their  lives  as  British  subjccls^  found 
in  arms  against  their  king.  Com.  Rodgers,  oa 
learning  the  circamstanee,  stopped  a  cartel 
•which  had  got  under  way  for  Halifax,  and  took 
oui  twelve  Englishmen  as  hostages  for  the  six 
Americans. 

On  the  11th  October,  six  of  the  crew  of  the 
pvivate  armed  ship  Sarah  A  in,  which  was  cap- 
ttired  and  sent  to  iNassau.  were  taken  out  of 
jdil,  and  sent  to  Ja-naica,  to  be  th're  tried  as 
B'itish  s'ji)j.ct8,  found  in  arms  against  their 
ki'ig.  It  aj)pears,  that,  on  t!»i8  occasion,  tn© 
British  oTIicer  fell  into  a  mistake^  similar  to 
thi)se  which  had  been  so  commonly  committed 
before  the  declaration  of  war  ;  four  of  the  jicp- 
so;)s  thus  detained  were  natives  of  the  United 
States;  th*"  others  were  Irishmen  by  birth,  but 
h^d  been  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.     Oa  the  ai-rivul  of  Capt.  Mooa  (lat» 
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t  omtDaiuler  of  the  Sarah-Ann,)  at  Charleston, 
12  Englishmen,  including  a  midshipman,  were 
put  in  close  confinement,  as  hostages  for  the  six 
men  taken  from  Capt.  Moon's  crew. 

By  a  letter  from  Geo.  S.  Wise,  pursuer  of  the 
United  States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  it  appears  that  after  the  capture 
of  that  vessel,  by  the  British  ship  Poictiers,  12 
of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp  were  detained  by  Capt. 
JSeresford,  as  British  subjects. 

That  the  enemy  intended  to  deny  to  others 
the  exercise  of  rights  in  manner  as  claimed  by 
himself,  is  evident,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  British  admiral  Warren  having  refused  the 
liberation  of  Thomas  Dunn,  a  native  of  the  U. 
States,  because  the  said  Dunn,  had  been  married 
in  EngJand,  and  had  been  eight  years  in  his  ma^ 
jesty's  service.  The  application  for  his  libera- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  agent  for 
Ills  exchange  of  prisoners  at  Halifax,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  father  of  said  Dunn, 
then  residing  at  Boston. 

Twenty-three  of  the  prisoners,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  Queenstown,  were  sent  to  England,  to 
be  tried  as  British  subjects,  for  appearing  iu 
arms  against  their  king.  The  United  States' 
government  ordered  23  British  soldiers  into 
close  confinement,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of 
those  so  taken  at  Queenstown.  In  retaliation, 
the  British  government  ordered +ti  United  States* 
ofiicers  and  non-commissioned  officers  into  close 
and  rigorous  confinement. 

The  system  of  retaliation,  after  this  circum- 
stance, bore  a  very  serious  aspect,  and  threaten- 
ed to  be  as  extensive  as  prisoners  on  either  side 
were  numerous. 

The  secretary  of  state  transmitted  to  congress 
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on  the  16(Ii  April,  1814,  a  very  iinporfant  report 
on  the  subject  iiiatlei'  which  Jed  to  the  |;ractiec 
of  retaliation,  in  whi«h  it  is  stated,  that  the  Bri- 
tish governnieni,  auiong  other  pretexts  for  not 
disch-.uging  citizens  of  the  Lniled  States  im- 
pressed into  their  service,  ailedgtd,  that  they 
were  natives  of  Prussia,  Sweeden,&e.  ihus  evinc- 
ing, that  the  recovery  of  their  ou-n  native  sub- 
jects, was  not  tbe  sole  motive  of  in;}  resKnient. — 
The  seeretajy  furcher  lepori'd, 

«  That  all  the  nations  of  Europe  naturalize  foreign- 
ers : 

"  That  they  all  employ  in  their  service  the  sub- 
jects of  each  oiher,  and  frequently  against  their  na- 
tive countries,  even  when   not  regularly  naturalized  ; 

"  That  although  exc^^mples  may  be  found  of  the 
punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
against  them,  the  examples  are  few,  and  have  either 
been  marked  by  peculiar  circun)stances  taken  them 
out  of  the  controverted  principle,  or  have  proceeded 
from  the  pussions  or  policy  of  the  occasion.  tvca 
in  pros  cutions  and  co;:victions  havms  the  latter  ori- 
gin the  finul  cict  of  punishment  has,  with  little  excep- 
tion, been  prevented  by  a  sense  ofequity  and  drci.d 
of  retaliation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  no  in- 
stance can  be  f  und  in  which  the  alledged  purpost-.s 
of  the  ene.riy  ai^ainst  the  23  ])risoneis  in  qutst  on  un- 
der all  the  circu  Hstcinces  which  belong  to  their  case, 
even  though  any  of  them  muy  not  haNc  been  regular- 
ly naturalized,  are  countenanced  by  the  proceedings 
of  any  Luropen  nation." 

A  puijficriti.'P,  'if  wJiith  the  following  is  a 
copy,  appetit('!l  from  the  ?';iv>  department  of  the 
Ujiiti^l  Sf;.tes  Jrie '2Sfh  July  18t4,  and  was  un- 
derstooi^  to  he  J.  relinquishment  of  tJie  svstem  of 
retail' lion,  nn  fbe  paU  of  England  and  of  the 
TJnif*^«l  y'.a.r{-i  ;  {be  'i.S  Vmeri;kU)  sohliers,  sent 
to  Jbnijiajid,  aad  ail  other  Americans  held  by  the 
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enemy  as  hostages,  having  heen  restored  to  the 
state  of  ordinai'v  pvisiorK  rs. 

♦*  All  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the  U.  S. 
2?'avy,  captured  by  the  troops  or  v  sbcls,  within  the 
commanii  of  .Sir  George  Prt'vosi,  prior  lo  the  15th 
day  of  April  last,  have  been  duly  exchanged,  and  de- 
clared competent  lo  s-  rvt  agaiiibt  the  enemy.  They 
will  therefore  insmediately  vepoit  tiK mseives  lo  the 
conmiandipg  naval  officer  of  the  station  on  which 
they  are  or  may  arrive." 

Tiu'  liiuf,  Nv.un  <ht^  unnies  mii'^t  he  in  winter 
quaiMeis,  and  the  oMieevs  less  engaged  than  they 
would  he  a(  anothei*  season,  was  ciiosfMi  fo:-  the 
trial  oP(i«Mi.  lluW.  A  gs^nei'al  eouji  tuarli.;!  as- 
se  iiiiled  for  that  pui-jose  at  Vllniny,  the  .ith 
January,  181  i,  and  pi'OL-eede*!  in  the  tfiai,  from 
time  lo  liiiie,  until  the  fi'h  Mareh. 

Three  charges  we'.'e  |)r«'sented  against  him, 
to  *.\li,  li'easnfi  as;i,ins:  '.he  United  •^ii/ies  ;  .--w- 
avtlice ;  and  ncg<zc(  of  dii'if  o.nf'>  unoijlc-viike 
Cdiidiic: — lo  aW  wliii^ii.  tie  ph-aded  not  ^uUty, 

Tiie  general,  having  protested  agalns*  the 
comj)  (eney  of  (lie  court  to  try  the  f»rsJ  e<i;ivge, 
the  vOiirt  declined  m'ikingan_\  fovasai  d-  oi>io?i  on 
it  ;  b»it  yel  gav<"  an  opiniiju  thai  noJiiing  uppeap- 
ed  fo  thrtn  whieh  could  jusru'v  thf  eharcie. 

The  <  ourt  aequi{l<;d  (jjsn  of  that  j>ars  ui"  the 
third  S{){'iMii<'a'!'»n  whie!)  charges  hiui  wi<b  (sav- 
ing *'  forI)iddeii  ilie  \!U'.'riean  arrilh'ry  to  tSreoa 
the  enenr-.on  tfieir  nrai'ch  towards  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,"  imd  found  Jiiu'  guiljy  of  the  first,  se- 
cond part  of  the  tiiird,  and  the  foartli  speeiliea- 
tions. 

On  the  tliird  eharge,  the  court  found  the  ac- 
cusetl  guilty  of  neglect  of  dtily,  in  omiHing  sea- 
sonably to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  ard  order  ihc 
troops  under  his  command,  or  cause  the  sauie  to  he 
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done.  They  also  found  bim  guilty  of  part  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  specifications,  and  the  whole  of 
the  sixth  and  seventh  j  and  acquitted  him  of  the 
second  and  third,  and  part  of  the  fourth  and  fifth 
specifications. 

The  court  sentenced  "  the  said  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral William  Hull  to  be  shot  to  death,  two  thirds 
of  the  court  concurring  in  the  sentence;  but,  in 
consideration  of  his  revolutionary  services,  and 
his  advanced  age,  recommended  him  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  approved 
the  sentence,  remitted  the  execution,  and  order- 
ed the  name  of  Gen.  Hull  to  be  erased  from  the 
list  of  the  army. 

The  general,  in  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  appealed  to  their  decision  against 
the  verdict  and  sentence  of  the  court,  declaring 
himself  innocent,  notwithstanding  the  verdict, 
and  charging  the  government  with  persecution 
and  injustice  to  himself. 

A  circumstance  of  great  interest,  and  whieh 
might  have  a  great  effect  on  the  war  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  States,  occurred 
in  March,  1814.  On  the  31st  of  that  month,  the 
allied  armies  of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
Leaded  by  their  respective  sovereigns,  triumph- 
antly entered  the  French  capital,  overthrew  the 
Bonapartean  dynasty,  sent  its  chief  into  exile, 
and  replaced  Louis  XVUI.  on  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors. 

Hitherto  the  power  of  England  was  divided 
between  making  war  on  France  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  it  was  to  be  now  entirely 
turned  against  the  latter,  at  least  so  the  British 
editors  threatened.  Indeed  America  would  cer- 
tainly be  punished,  overthrown,  re-subjugated, 
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and  enslaved,  if  the  editor's  lead  could  be  form- 
ed into  balls,  instead  of  types,  and  these  pressed 
ioto  cannon,  instead  of  being  pressed  on  paper. 

The  n€W  situations  of  affairs  in  Europe,  cre- 
ated much  alarm,  but  no  despondency  in  Ameri- 
ca. The  citizens  saw  the  approach  of  a  terrible 
conflict,  but  thfr;  resolved  to  meet  it.  The  le- 
gions, which  gained  the  character  of  "  invinci- 
ble," in  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France,  were  to  be 
vomited  on  the  shores  of  America;  the  thousand 
ships  of  Britain  were  to  blockade  the  coast;  Bri- 
tish tars,  without  number,  were  to  cover  the 
lakes ;  and  these  myriads,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
were  to  be  directed,  by  those  commanders  who 
swept  the  European  navies  from  the  ocean,  and 
out-rivaled  the  best  generals  of  the  first  warriop 
in  the  world.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  exter- 
minating threats  and  gloomy  prospects,  Ameri- 
ca was  destined  to  preserve  her  independence  and 
honour;  and  to  gather  more  laurels  in  1814, 
than  she  did  in  any  former  year  of  this  war. 

In  accordance  with  the  vieivs*  of  the  war  de- 
partment, and  a  design,  the  result  of  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  \Var  and 
Gen.  Wilkinson,  the  latter  entered  Canada,  on 

•  General  Wilkinson*s  words,  in  his  official  state- 
ment, were,  "  Pursuant  to  the  desi^s  communicated 
to  you  in  my  last,  and  to  accomplish  your  views." 
Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  general's 
letter,  the  following  comment  appeared  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer :  "  We  are  authorised  to  state, 
that  Gen.  Wilkinson's  late  movement  was  not  pur- 
isuant  to  the  views  of  the  war  department.  These 
views  (or  orders)  advised  him  to  seize  and  hold  a  giv- 
en position  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  admonished  him 
against  an  incursion  into  Canada.'* 
T 
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the  morning  of  the  30th  March,  1814.  The 
issue  of  this  expedition  was  unfortunate,  although 
in  its  progress,  it  did  honour  to  the  Americans 
engaged.  The  enemy  claimed  a  victory,  only 
because  he  was  not  vanquished  ;  and  pretended 
to  gather  laurels,  while  circumstances  concurred 
to  render  it  nearly  inipossible  !•  attack  or  drive 
him  from  his  cowardly  strong-holds. 

General  Wilkinson,  at  the  head  of  his  divisioD* 
marched  from  Champlain,  with  the  intention  of 
reducing  the  enemy's  fortress  at  the  river  La 
Cole.  Ahout  11  o'clock,  he  fell  in  with  the  ene- 
my at  Odell  Town,  three  miles  from  La  Cole, 
and  six  from  St.  John's.  An  attack  was  com- 
menced by  the  enemy  on  the  advance  of  the  army 
under  Col.  Clark  and  Major  Forsyth.  Col. 
Bissel  came  up  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  was 
forced  to  retire  with  loss.  General  Wilkinson 
took  part  in  this  action,  and  bravely  advanced 
into  the  most  dangerous  position,  declining  fre- 
quently the  advice  of  his  officers,  to  retire  from 
imminent  danger.  The  enemy  having  used  his 
eongreve  rockets,  without  producing  any  effect, 
retired  to  La  Cole,  whither  he  was  pursued.  At 
this  place  an  action  was  expected  ;  but  the  en- 
emy, whose  force,  when  increased  by  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Isle-au-Noix,  amounted  to  at  least 
2,500  men,  mostly  regulars,  declined  meeting  the 
American  force,  although  much  inferioi-  in  num- 
bers and  means  of  warfare.  He  took  possession 
of  a  block-house  and  a  stone  mill,  the  wall  ot 
•which  was  so  thick,  that  it  could  not  be  battered 
except  by  the  heaviest  artillery.  An  1 8  pounder, 
"which  was  brought  from  Champlain,  could  not 
be  drawn  over  the  bad  roads,  and  was  left  be- 
hind ;  a  battery  of  lighter  guns  was  raised  within 
300  yards  of  the  mill,  but  bo  breach  was  practi- 
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cable  by  it.  Several  sorties  were  niade  by  tbe 
eaeiny,  but  tbey  were  resisted  with  bravery  and 
success.  Tbe  cannonade  ;vas  continued  until  it 
was  fully  ascertained  that  no  breach  could  be 
made ;  and  that  tiie  enemy  w  ould  not  come  to  an 
engagement,  when  the  Americans  withdrew  to 
Odeli  Town,  and  afterwards  to  Champlain. 

Captain  M<Pherson,  of  the  light  artillery, 
(military  secretary  to  Gen.  Wilkinson)  was,  at 
his  own  particular  request,  placed  in  command 
of  the  guns  which  formed  the  battery  ;  he  was 
aided  by  Lieutenants  Larrabee  and  Sheldon.— 
Captain  M'Pherson  soon  received  a  wound  under 
the  chin,  which  he  tied  up  with  his  handkerchief, 
and  continued  at  his  piece  until  a  second  shot, 
which  broke  his  thigh,  brought  him  to  the 
earth.  Larribee  had  kept  his  station  until  shot 
through  the  lungs  ;  and  Sheldon  kept  up  the  fire 
until  ordered  to  retire.  The  conduct  of  every 
individual  attached  to  the  American  command, 
was  marked  by  that  patriotism  and  prowess 
which  has  so  often  conquered  the  boasted  disci- 
pline, long  experience,  and  military  tactics  of  an 
enemy,  who  dared  not  to  expose  his  "  invinci- 
bles"  to  the  disgrace  of  being  defeated  by  a  less 
numerous  force  of  Yankee  woodsmen. 

A  small  quantity  of  stores,  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  army  and  fleet  at  Sackett's  Harbour, 
were  deposited  at  Fort  Oswego  ;  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  at  the  Fails,  10  miles  in  the  rear 
of  the  fort.  The  enemy  prepared  an  expedition 
to  seize  both.  Lieut.  Col.  Mitchell,  of  the  ar- 
tillery, arrived  at  Oswego  on  the  SOth  April, 
1814,  for  the  protection  of  that  place,  which  he 
found  in  a  very  bad  state  of  defence.  Of  cannon, 
there  were  but  5  guns,  3  of  which  had  lost  their 
triiDiHoas.    \Vliat  opiildbe  done  in  the  way  of 
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repair,  was  effected ;  new  platforms  were  laid, 
the  gun  carriages  put  in  order,  and  decayed  pick- 
ets re-placed.  At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of 
5lh  Maj,  a  British  naval  force  of  4  ships,  3 
brigs,  and  a  number  of  gun  and  other  boats, 
were  discovered  at  about  7  miles  from  the  fort. 
The  force,  at  the  fort,  consisted  of  290  effectives. 
These  were  two  few  for  the  purpose  of  defence. 
It  became  necessary  to  disguise  this  weakness, 
and  to  keep  the  entire  in  one  place  :  for  this  pur- 
pose the  tents  were  pitched  on  one  side  of  the 
liver,  and  the  men  were  all  ordered  to  the  other. 
At  one  o'clock,  15  large  barges,  crowded  with 
men,  moved  toward  the  side  opposite  that  on 
which  the  tents  were  pitched,  and  where  there 
appeared  the  least  show  of  resistance.  These 
were  preceded  by  gun-boats,  to  co\«er  the  land- 
ing. As  soon  as  the  boats  got  within  the  range 
of  shot,  a  very  successful  fire  was  opened  from 
the  shore-battery,  which  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire twice,  when  they  stood  off,  and  returned  to 
their  ships.  Some  boats,  which  had  been  desert- 
ed, were  taken  up  by  the  railitia ;  one  of  the  boats 
was  60  feet  long,  and  could  accommodate  150 
men. 

At  day-break,  on  the  6th,  the  fleet  again  ap- 
proached the  fort.  The  Wolfe,  and  other  ves- 
sels, kept  up  a  fire  for  three  hours  against  the 
fort  and  batteries.  Col.  Mitchell,  finding  that 
the  enemy  had  landed  about  2000  men,  withdrew 
his  small  force  into  the  rear  of  the  fort;  and, 
with  two  companies,  (Romayne  and  Melvin*s) 
met  tlieir  advancing  columns,  while  the  other 
companies  engaged  the  flanks  of  the  enemy.r^- 
"WiJk  the  aid  of  Lieut.  Pierce,  of  the  navy  and 
some  seamen,  the  little  American  band  main- 
tained its  ground  for  half  an  hour.    Col.  Mitchell 
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then  marched  his  force,  but  not  precipitately,  to 
the  falls,  destrovlDg  the  bridges  in  his  rear.— 
The  enemy,  although  commanded  by  Gen.  Drum- 
inoud  and  Com.  Yeo,  did  not  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue the  colonel.  They  burned  the  old  barr..cks, 
and  evaciiatnl  the  fort  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th. 

The  American  loss  amounted  to  6  killed,  3S 
wounded,  and  25  missing — total  69.  Deserters 
from  the  enemy  stated  his  loss  to  be  70  killed, 
165  wounded,  drowned  and  missing— total  235^ 
Kight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  some,  stores,  worth 
about  100  dollars,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

On  no  occasion,  did  the  Americans  deserve 
better  of  their  country ;  at  no  time  before,  did 
the  enemy  buy  victory  with  less  advaniage  to 
himself,  or  at  a  dearer  price.  The  companies, 
under  command  of  Col.  Mitc'iell,  consisted  of 
Boyle's,  Romayne's,  M'Intire's,  and  Pierce's* 
heavy  artillery,  and  a  few  seamen ;  in  ail,  less 
than  300  men.  Twice  they  repulsed,  and  for 
nearly  two  days  maintained  a  contest  against 
seven  times  their  number,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  preserving  the  stores  at  the  falls,  the  loss  of 
which  would  materially  impede  the  operations 
of  the  army  and  navy.  The  enemy  carried  olf 
60  of  the  unarmed  inhabitants  of  the  village, 
who  were  stated  in  the  British  report,  as  so  raa- 
ay  prisoners. 

On  the  30th  May,  Capt.  Woolsey,  of  the  navy, 
being  on  his  return  from  Oswego,  with  18  boats, 
carrying  a  number  of  cannon,  and  a  quantity  of 
rigging  for  the  new  vessels  at  Sackett's  Harbor, 
put  into  Sandy  Creek,  about  16  miles  from  the 
Harbour.  Fearing  an  attack  from  the  enemy. 
Major  \pling  was  placed,  wi'h  120  riflemen,  and 
a; few  of  the  Oneida  Indians^  in  the  wuods,  on 
t2 
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eaeh  side  of  the  creek ;  a  few  raw  inilhia  were 
sent  forward  to  make  a  show  of  resistance.  The 
plan  succeeded  ;  the  militia,  on  the  first  fire  from 
the  enemy,  retreated  in  apparent  confusion,  and 
^vere  pursued  until  the  entire  passed  the  riflemen 
and  Indians,  wlio  were  in  ambush.  The  enemy 
was  attacked  in  rear,  while  a  battery  of  4  field 
pieces  opened  on  him  in  front.  The  contest  was 
Mot  of  long  duration.  After  ten  minutes  fighting, 
the  enemy  surrendered.  Tlie  enemy  lost  2  post- 
captains,  4  lieutenants,  of  the  royal  navy,  prison- 
ers ;  2  lieutenants  of  marines,  wounded  and  pri- 
soners; 1  midshipman,  and  13  sailors  and  ma* 
lines,  killed ;  28  sailors  and  marines  wounded, 
and  133  sailors  and  marines,  prisoners — total  18S, 
2  gnn-boats  and  5  barges  were  taken.  Only  one 
American  was  womided. 

On  the  15th  May,  the  enemy  landed  several 
hundred  men  at  Pultneyville,  (which  is  on  the 
margin  of  Lake  Ontario,)  and  took  possession  of 
100  barrels  damaged  flour,  which  were  in  a  store 
close  by  the  lake.  Gen.  Swift,  on  hearing  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  reached  PultneyviHc  with 
about  130  volunteers  and  militia;  but,  deeming 
this  force  too  small  to  oppo«e  a  numerous  enemy, 
within  range  of  the  guns  of  his  fleet,  he  did  not 
dispute  the  possession  of  the  damaged  flour;  but 
finding  the  enemy  proceeding  to  other  depreda- 
tions, he  commenced  a  fire  on  him  from  an  adja^ 
©entwood,  whieit  wounded  several  and  eompelled 
him  to  re-emb  trk.  whena  connoi;ade  commenced 
from  th«  ileet  on  the  town,  without  doing  mate- 
lial  injury.  A  large  quantity  of  flour  was  depo- 
sited about  a  mile  from  the  town,  which  the  en- 
«my  chose  to  forego  the  plunder  of,  rather  than 
^rust  himself  in  the  woods  with  Gen.  Swift  ant 
^s^rtiflemeno 
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In  this  month.  Col.  Campbell,  (19th  infantry) 
with  a  detachment  of  5  or  600  men,  and  some 
seamen  acting  as  artillerists,  crossed  from  Erie 
to  Long-Point.  About  50  British  dragoons  sta- 
tioned there  as  an  out-post  and  guard  to  public 
stores,  made  their  escape.  The  mills  employed 
in  manufacturing  flour  for  the  enemy,  and  some 
houses  occupied  as  stores,  were  burned.  When 
the  party  returned,  without  losing  a  man. 

The  following  transaction  with  the  enemy's 
fleet  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  will  be  best  explained 
by  giving  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Major-General  Izard  commanding  the  first,  or 
division  of  the  right,  dated  at  his  head-quarters, 
31  ay  17. 

"On  receiTing;  notice  of  the  enemy's  proceeding 
up  the  lake  on  the  13th  inst.  a  detachment  of  light 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thornton,  of 
that  corps,  was  despatched  in  waggons  from  Burling- 
ton to  Vergennes,  where  they  manned  the  battery  at 
the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek.  At  day-break,  (on  the 
J  4th)  the  enemy  attacked  with  his  whole  force,  and 
after  a  severe  cannonade  of  two  hours  and  a  halfi 
during  which  they  suffered  very  considerably,  they 
withdrew  to  repair  damages.  Yesterday  they  de- 
parted this  place,  having  some  of  their  vessels  in 
tow,  and  are  gone  to  their  own  ports.  Two  of  their 
galleys  are  said  to  be  missing.  No  damage  was 
done  on  our  side,  excepting  dismounting  one  gun  in 
the  battery,  by  which  two  men  were  slightly  wound- 
ed." 

The  Chesapeake  Bay  was  likeTy,  and  proved^ 
to  continue  a  theatre  of  the  enemy's  depreda- 
tions. A  number  of  boats,  carrying  heavy  me- 
tal, were  constructed  in  March,  1814,  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  for  the  protection  of 
t&e  bay,  and  the  command  of  them  given  te  that 
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intrepid  officer,  Commodore  Barney.  This  flo- 
tilla proved  a  great  annoyance  to  the  enemy, 
was  an  object  of  his  constant  attention,  and  was 
finally  destroyed,  as  will  be  hereafter  particular- 
ly detailed. 

The  enemy  had  a  skirmish  on  the  29tli  May, 
with  the  Accomack  militia,  which  reflected  the 
highest  honour  on  the  latter.  Between  6  and  7 
o'clock  in  (he  morning,  the  enemy  entered  the 
Pamgoteaque  ci'eek.  They  were  at  first  most 
gallantly  met  by  2d  Lieut.  Underbill,  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  6  or  7  men,  who  stood  <he  fire  of 
their  18  pounders,  grape,  musketry  and  Cougreve 
rockets,  then  within  60  yards,  when  Lieut.  Un- 
derbill, finding  all  further  resistance  utterly 
useless,  and  not  having  a  sufficient  force  to  re- 
move the  artillery,  caused  it  to  be  spiked,  and 
retreated.  The  piece  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  who  also  destroyed  some  trifling  build- 
ings, which  had  been  occupied  as  barracks. — 
Finding  no  resistance  from  the  point  which 
Lieut.  Underbill  had  occupied,  they  commenced 
their  landing,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  from  450 
to  500  men,  200  of  whom  were  negroes,  all  well 
armed,  formed,  and  advancing  from  the  shore, 
the  negroes  in  front.  From  the  place  of  their 
landing,  they  marched  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  into  the  country,  where  they  were  met  by  a 
party  of  militia,  not  more  than  25  in  number. — 
This  little  band  stood  for  two  hours,  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy.  At  this  time  the  militia  be- 
gan to  collect,  which  the  enemy  perceiving,  re- 
treated to  his  ships,and  thus  escaped  being  either 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  During  their  stay  on 
land,  the  enemy  committed  several  petty  robbe- 
ries and  shameful  excesses,  carrying  away  bacoB^ 
poultry,  clothes,  &c. . 


HISTORY   OP  THE   WAB.  225 

Commodore  Barney  got  under  way  on  the  1st 
June,  with  his  flotilla,  in  the  Patiixent,  with  the 
intention  to  engage,  or  chase  away  the  enemy. 
On  approaching  tbem,  he  discovered  two  schoon- 
ers, one  a  full  rigged,  showing  nine  ports  on  a 
side.  When  off  St.  Jerome's,  he  discovered  a 
large  ship  under  way,  and  that  she  had  despatch- 
ed a  number  of  boats  to  the  aid  of  the  schooners. 
The  wind  having  veered  so  as  to  prove  unfavour- 
able to  the  flotilla,  the  commodore  made  signal 
for  the  Patuxent,  and  was  followed  by  a  74,  three 
schooners,  and  seven  barges.  After  doubling 
round  Cedar-Point,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  he 
found  that  gun-boat  No.  137,  was  so  far  astern, 
that  she  must  be  taken,  or  saved  by  an  engage- 
ment. The  commodore  brought  the  Scorpion 
and  gun-boat  No.  13S,  to  anchor,  sent  men  on 
board  the  boat  137,  io  row  and  tow  her  in,  and 
signaled  his  other  vessels  to  return  and  join  him. 
The  Scorpion,  and  boat  138,  opened  a  fire  on  a 
large  schooner,  and  a  number  of  liarges,  which 
had  got  ahead  of  the  boat  137.  The  commo- 
dore's barges,  at  this  time,  had  returned,  and, 
rowing  down  on  the  enemy,  gave  them  a  numher 
of  shots,  and  then  returned  into  port  with  all  the 
flotilla.  This  bold  exploit  did  great  honour  to 
Barney  and  his  crews. 

The  enemy  landed  at  Cedar-Point,  in  the  event- 
ing of  the  4th  June,  and  carried  off  several  ne- 
groes, and  considerable  stock  from  the  planta- 
tion of  Mr.  Sewal. 

The  enemy's  squadron,  being  reinforced  hy  a 
razee  and  sloop  of  war,  the  commodore  moved 
his  flotilla  up  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Leonard's 
creek.  At  5,  P.  M.  the  8th  June,  he  perceived 
a  sliip,  a  brig,  2  schooners  and  15  barges,  com- 
ing up  the  Patuxent,  whereon  the  commodore 
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moved  his  Sotllla  about  two  miles  up  the  croek, 
and  there  moored  them  in  line  abreast,  across 
the  channel,  and  prepared  for  action.  At  8 
A.  M.  the  enemy's  barges  came  up  the  creek,  the 
ship,  &c.  were  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek ;  a  rocket  barge  was  advanced  on  the  flo- 
tilla. At  this  time,  the  commodore  got  his  bar- 
ges (13  in  number)  under  way,  leaving  the  Scor- 
pion and  gun-boats  at  anchor,  and  rowed  down 
upon  the  enemy,  when  they  precipitately  sailed 
and  rowed  off,  with  all  their  means.  The  com- 
modore pursued  them,  until  near  their  shipping, 
when  his  barges  were  brought  back  to  their 
moorings.  In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  came  up 
the  creek  again,  threw  some  rockets,  and  were 
again  pursued,  and  driven  out  of  the  creek,  by 
the  flotilla. 

The  situation  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  his 
flotilla,  in  St.  Leonard's  creek,  was  really  un- 
pleasant and  critical.  He  was,  however,  reliev- 
ed, by  a  bold  and  successful  attack  on  the  enemy 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th  June. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ney's report,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  navy  :  I 

"  Sir — This  morning,  at  4,  A.  M.  a  combined  at- 
tack of  the  artillery,  marine  corps  and  flotilla,  was 
made  upon  the  enemy's  two  frigates  at  the  mouth  ol 
the  creek.  After  two  hour's  engagement,  they  gol 
under  way  and  made  sail  down  the  river.  They  are 
now  Wcirpin^  round  Point  Patience,  and  I  am  moving 
up  the  Patuxent  with  my  flotilla.  My  loss  is  acting 
midshipman  Asquith,  killed,  and  ten  others,  killec 
and  wounded.     With  respect,  &c. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY." 

In  June,  the  enemy  landed  about  400  men.  am 
burned  the  tobacco  warehouses  at  Lower  Marli 
borough,  and  Magruder*s  ferry,  and  also  Cole  | 
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warehouse.  It  is  impossible,  in  our  present 
limits,  to  detail  every  petty  and  wanton  act  of  an 
unprincipled  and  mean  enemy  ,*  where  he  could 
Femove  the  plundered  property,  he  removed  it; 
what  he  could  not  remove,  he  destroyed.  In 
Calvert,  near  Lower  Marlborough,  they  forced 
away  with  them  some  negroes ;  also  took  some 
cattle  and  poultry. 

A  person  who  repaired  to  the  scene  of  depre- 
dation, after  the  enemy  had  retired,  Avrate  to  his 
friend  in  Baltimore,  •'  It  would  have  distr''sscd 
you  to  see  the  tobacco  at  Magruder's,  burning, 
as  I  did,  this  evening.  Elex'eti  hundrtd  hogs- 
heads, nearly  all  consumed,  ivnd  ^hout  four  hun- 
dred at  Lower  Marlborough,  wJiere  tliey  took  a 
schooner  (Capt.  David's)  and  loaded  her.*' 

The  enemy  performed  one  exploit,  wliich,  if 
not  tarnished  by  the  barbarous  use  he  made  of 
conquest,  would  have  left  him  one  instance  of 
victory  not  petty. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  great  force  in  the 
Chesapeake,  about  the  middle  of  August,  1814. 
More  than  50  of  his  vessels  entered  (he  Patux- 
ent,  and  landed  about  5000  troops  and  marines, 
chiefly  ^bout  Benedict,  40  miles  southeast  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  force,  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  Gen  Winder,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
the  command  of  this  district,  was  unfortunately 
inadequate  to  defend  the  city,  and  it  fell  into  the 
power  of  the  enemy.  The  entire  force  of  every 
description  which  could  be  collected  to  oppose 
the  enemy,  did  not  exceed  5000  men ;  these, 
however,  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, had  they  all  acted  with  equal  firmness. 
Of  these  several  hundreds  arrived  after  the  bat- 
tle commenced,  and  many  after  the  retreat  had 
been  ordered.  The  force  actually  engaged,  was 
less  than  2000. 
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On  the  20th,  Col.  Munroe,  who  proceeded  the 
previous  day,  with  Col.  Thornton's  troop  of 
horse,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  landed  in  force.  Capts.  Caldwell 
and  Tilghman,  with  their  commands  of  cavalry, 
were  sent  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  his  advance,  and  remove  such  sup- 
plies of  provisions  as  lay  in  his  route.  On  the 
Sid,  the  British  flankers  approached  the  wood- 
yardf  12  miles  from  the  city,  where  Gen.  Winder, 
with  his  main  hody,  was  posted — The  line  of 
battle  was  formed  by  the  American  troops,  but 
the  enemy  filed  off  to  the  left.  At  9  o'clock,! 
Commodore  Barney  caused  his  flotilla  to  be  de-  j 
stroyed,  and  he  proceeded  with  his  men  to  take  ; 
post  in  front  of  the  enemy.  i 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d,   Gen.   Winder's  ] 
head-quarters  were   at  Battalion  Fields,  within 
8  miles  of  the  city,  and  a  short  distance  from  , 
Bladensburg.     At  1  o'clock,  on   the  2ith,  the  | 
army  was  posted  on  the  right   of  Bladensburg,  j 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  village.     The 
artillery,  from  Baltimore,  supported  by   Major  | 
Pinckney's  rifle  battalion,  and  a  part  of  Captain 
Doughty's,  from  the  navy  yard,  were  in  advance, 
to  command  the  pass  of  the  bridge  at  Bladens-j 
burg.     Soon  after  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  appear* 
ed,  advancing  toward    the  bridge  over  the  east-) 
ern  branch.      When   they  reached    the  bridge, 
which  they  did    in  solid   column,  the  artillery 
opened  a  warm  fire   on  them,  and  the  riflemerhj 
and  a  regiment  of  militia,  were   soon  engaged.] 
Before  2  o'clock,  the   enemy  advanced  so  close 
on  the   Baltimore    volunteers,   as  to  force  their 
to   retreat,  bringing  with   them   their  artillery 
and  arms,  except  one  piece,   which  was  lost  h} 
tlie  unruliness  of  the  horses.     The  retreat  wa 
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lot  ilie  effect  of  cowardice,  for  no  men  conid 
beliave  wi«h  more  honour  to  themselves.  While 
they  ('ought,  they  made  a  galling  iuipression  oa 
the  eneniy,  and  when  forced  to  yield  hcfore 
numhcrs  vas'ly  superior,  they  would,  no  douht, 
have  yet  sought  a  [>laee  from  which  to  triumph 
in  a  contest  so  haud'^oinely  h«'gan,  hut  they  were 
not  properly  su[)pMr(e<I.  The  right  and  centre 
of  Stanshury's  itrigade,  consisting  of  Lieutenant 
Co'onel  J?agan  and  Sliuler's  rrgimenls,  geue- 
rally  gave  way.  and  fled  in  disorder,  nor  could 
Ihey  he  rallied,  with  the  excejjtion  of  ahout  40 
men,  and  a  part  of  Captain  Shower's  company, 
bodiofwh.jm.  even  thus  deserted,  made  a  gal- 
lant hut  ineffectual  stand.  Col.  Ragan.  in  his 
great  efforts  to  rally  his  men,  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  The  .'ith  Baltimore  regi- 
ment, under  Lieut.  Col.  Steriett,  heiug  the  left 
of  Gen.  Stans!)ury"s  brigule,  still  stood  their 
ground,  and,  except  fo!'  a  momerit,  when  (»art  of 
tliein  recoiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm  uuiil 
otdered  to  retreat. 

The  reserve,  under  General  Smith,  of  the 
Distric-  of  (^olumhia,  with  the  railitia.  of  the 
city  an<l  Georgetown,  with  the  regulars,  and  some 
di'tachments  of  Mar>land  miiitia,  Hanked  on 
tht'ir  right  hy  Com.  Barney  and  his  men,  an'l 
Col.  Beal. maintained  the  contest  witli  great  ef- 
fect, until  overpowered  hy  numh^rs,  Ba -ney 
an«l  his  gallant  uten  had  just  gained  the  grouul 
from  a  station  near  tlie  navy  }ard,  and  ooenej 
f  om  three  IS  pounder^  a  (ire,  whicii  for  (he 
time  it  lasted,  and  considrii  'g  the  means,  was 
perhaps  t'le  most  destiucti\e  and  active  that 
has  ever  been  experienced.  'J'he  hravc  B  rney 
fell  severely  wound<d,  into  tl>e  h;i'!"'s  <tf  t*ie 
enemy,  ills  men  fought,  uudi:r  iiis  oiUeib;  ujs- 
m 
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til  the  enemy  reached  nearly  to  tlie  muzzle  oF 
ti»e  guns  J  nor  did  they  retire  until  ordered  to  do 
so,  aft^^r  every  hope  of  victory  vanished.  Tlie 
enemy  treated  the  Commodore  with  that  courte- 
sy and  attention,  which  his  splended  merit  eould 
iiotiail  to  inspire. 

The  hattle  heing  now  over,  after  continuing 
more  than  an  hour,  Gen.  Ross  who  comman<!5d 
the  land  force,  and  Admiral  Cockhurn,  who  com- 
manded the  seamen  and  marines,  entered  tiie 
city  with  a  part  of  their  forces.  And  now  be- 
gan a  scene,  which,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  sa- 
vage, would  disgrace  the  characters  while  living, 
and,  after  deatii.  consign  to  eternal  infamy,  the 
names  of  these  two  commanders.  Kevcr  will 
barbarism  and  the  fate  of  Mashing  ton  be  coupled 
in  history,  without  being  accompanied  by  the 
names  of  Ross  and  CocKbui  n.  The  destruction 
of  private  property  would  be  in  character  with 
the  condict  which  disgraced  the  British  arms  in 
the  Chesapnakc  and  elsewhere.  The  triun^|)h- 
ant  entry  of  the  marauders  into  the  ca{»i(ai  of 
an  infant  republic,  gave  (hrn»  an  opportunity 
of  proving  the  respeet  in  which  ihe\v  held  the 
arts,  sciences,  and  literature.  <•  They,"  to  use 
the  words  of  President  Madison's  proclama- 
tion, '•  wanton!)  destroyed  the  Public  edifices, 
Laving  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  ope- 
rations of  war.  nor  usscd  a<^  any  time  for  mili- 
tary annoyaJice^  some  of  these  edifices  being 
alf^o  costly  monuments  of  taste  and  of  the  arts, 
and  uthcis,  depositoi  ies  of  the  public  archievcs, 
not  on!\  precious  to  the  nation,  as  the  memori- 
als of  its  origin,  and  its  early  transactions,  but 
interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions  to  the] 
general  slock  of  historical  instuetion  and  poli- 
iwal  science.'*    "WitJi  the  public  buildings,  the 
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national  library  was  destroyed.  Cockburn  at- 
tended, in  person,  to  the  destruction  of  the  print- 
in<5  materials,  in  theofnce  of  the  National  Iniel- 
ligeneer.  A  few  private  buildings  were  bisrned, 
^'he  navy-yard,  with  all  its  shipping  and  stores, 
including  a  new  frigate  and  sloop  of  war,  were 
desroyed,  previous  to  its  occupation  by  the  ene- 
my. The  British  army  retired  in  the  niglit  of 
the  25th,  in  prudent  hurry,  and  with  studied  si- 
lence, leaving  several  of  their  wounded  behind, 
and  some  of  their  dead  unburied.  The  Ameri- 
can loss  was  stated  by  General  Winder,  to  be  be- 
tween 30  and  40  killed,  from  50  (o  60  wounded, 
and  about  I'^O  taken  prisoners.  "  From  the  best 
intelligence,"  says  the  general,  "there  remains 
but  little  doubt,  that  the  enemy  lost,  at  least? 
400  killed  and  wounded,  and  of  these,  a  very  un- 
usual portion  killed." 

Fort  AVarburtou  having  been  deserted  by  the 
U.  S.  troops,  commanded  by  Captain  Dyson, 
and  consequently  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  the 
latter  advanced  towards  Alexandria,  the  civil 
authority  of  whicli,  submitted  to  the  most  dis- 
graceful terms  of  capitulation,  by  which  the  city 
was  given  up  to  plunder.  TJje  enemy  carried  off 
1*  vessels,  laden  with  flour,  tobacco,  cotton, 
groceries,  and  a  variety  of  goads,  taken  from 
the  private  stores. 

A  gpries  of  the  most  daring  exertions  were 
made  by  commodores  Rogers,  Porter  and  Per- 
ry, with  their  seamen,  and  some  of  the  Virginia 
militia,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy  with 
Lis  booty,  but  he  got  off.  with  some  loss,  taking 
the  plunder  with  him.  Terms,  similar  to  tisose 
accepted  by  Alexandria,  were  offered  to  Grorge- 
town,  which  the  latter  indignantly  rejected,  and 
fscaped  being  plundered. 
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The  enemy  attempted  to  justify  liis  predatory 
Waii'are  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  elsewhere,  by 
professing,  that  he  aetcd  in  retaliation  of  exees- 
s^'s,  said    by    him,    to    have  been    eoinmitted  by 

ihe  armies    of  the   United  States,  in   Canada 

?»Ioihinii:;,  lio\\ever,  could  l)e  fait  her  from  trutli. 
The  eonduet  of  the  lepiibiiean  armies  could,  by 
DO  fail-  coiisl ruction,  jsjstify  the  baibarities  of 
tlie  cneniv,  and  it  is  well  Knawn,  that  the  rob- 
beries and  destruction,  of  private  property  and 
buildings,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  its  tributary  streams,  had,  in 
many  instances,  preceded  those  said  to  have  beea 
e'Utniittcd  by  the  Aniericans. 

'I'he  enemy,  probably  emboldened  by  l)is  suc- 
cess at  Washington,  projected  a  decent  on,  and 
of  course,  the  plundeiing  and  burning  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore.  The  movements  of  the  enemy 
having  led  to  suspicion  of  his  design,  General 
Samuel  Smith,  the  revolutionary  hero  and  de- 
lender  of  Mud-Fort,  made  some  early  disposi- 
tions to  repel  an  invasion,  if  such  should  be  at- 
tempted. 

Gen.  Striker  was  detached,  on  the  evening  of 
the  11th  September,  with  a  portion  of  his  bi  i- 
gade,  on  the  North-point  road.  Major  Randal, 
€f  the  Baltimore  county  militia,  hiivjng  under 
Lis  command,  alight  corps  of  ritlemen.  and  mus- 
ketry, taken  from  General  Slanshoty's  bi-igade, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was  detached 
to  the  mouth  of  Rear-creek,  wi(h  orders  to  co- 
operate with  Gen.  Striker.  a!»d  to  check  any 
landing  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  in  that 
quarter. 

On  Monday,  the  12th,  the  enemy  landed  be- 
tween 8000  and  9000  men,  at  North-point.  t4 
»iies  from  Baltimore;,  the  land  force  under  com- 
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mainlofGen.  Ross,  the  seamen  under  Admiral 
Cockburn.  (len.  Striker  Uad,  that  inurnin,;^* 
taken  a  ,^ood  positio  i  at  the  jimeiioa  y)f  tiia 
roads,  leadin.^  tVotii  Baititnore  to  rbe  Norlli- 
point,  liavi  ighis  right  fl.uiked  bv  the  tJi-ar-oveek, 
and  his  left  by  a  marsh.  Here  he  waited  the 
approaeh  ol' the  enemy,  having  sent  on  an  ad- 
vance corjis,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Ileal  h, 
of  the  5ih  regiment.  »•  This  advance,''  sa.^s 
G'*n.  Smith,  in  his  repovt,  '•  met  (he  enemy,  and 
after  some  skirmishing,  it  returned  to  the  line, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a  short 
distance  in  the  rear  of  their  advance.  Betweea 
3  and  3  o'clock,  the  enemy's  vvhoie  force  came 
up  and  eo»ninen<ed  the  battle,  by  some  dischar- 
ges of  rockets,  which  were  succeeded  by  the 
cannon  from  both  sides,  and  soon  after  the  ac- 
tiim  became  general  along  the  line.  (len.  Stiik- 
er  gallantly  maintained  his  i^round  against  a 
g'-e.it  superioritt  of  numb'»rs.  during  the  space 
of  an  hour  a'.d  twenty  minutvs,  when  the  regi- 
ment on  his  left  (the  51st)  giving  way.  he  \v;as 
under  the  necessity  ofrtMiring  to  the  ground  in 
his  rear,  where  he  h  id  stationed  one  regime  it 
as  a  reserve.  He  here  formed  bis  brigade  :  but 
the  enemy  not  thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue, 
he.  in  compliance  wiib  arrangements,  fell  baik 
and  took  post  on  the  left  of  njy  enfrenchments, 
and  half  a  mile  in  adv.inee  oTthem." 

The  follovving  exti-acts,  from  Gen.  Smith's 
reijort,  will  best  explain  the  further  movements 
of  I  he  resnertive  urMii.^s. 

«'  \bout  the  time  Gen.  Striker  had  taken  the 
ground  just  mentioned,  he  was  joined  by  Brit^.  Gen. 
Winder  wlir)  had  l)een  stationed  on  the  west  sido  of 
tlv-  city,  but  was  now  onlered  to  march  with  Gen, 
Duucclas's  briiJ.ide  of  Vii'i^inia  militia,  ai.d  the  U.  S. 
4rdgoou5,  uiiUer  C^pi.  Bird,  and  uke  post  on  Uic  lef&- 
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of  General  Striker.  During  these  movements,  the 
brigades  of  Generals  Stansbury  and  Foreman,  the 
seamen  and  marines  under  Com.  Rodgers,  the  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  under  Cols.  Cobean  and  Find- 
ley,  the  Baltimore  artillery,  under  Col.  Harris,  and 
the  maritime  artillery  under  C'^ptain  Stiles,  man- 
ned the  trenches  and  the  batteries — all  prepared  to 
receive  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  situation 
during  ihe  night. 

"  On  Tuesday,  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of 
my  entrenchments,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on 
the  Philadelphia  road,  from  whence  he  had  a  full 
view  of  our  position.  He  manoeuvred  during  the 
morning  towards  our  left,  as  if  with  the  intention 
of  making  a  circuitous  march,  and  coming  down  on 
the  Harford  or  York  roads.  Generals  Winder  and 
Stiiker  were  ordered  to  adapt  their  movements  to 
those  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  baffle  this  supposed  in- 
tention. They  executed  this  order  with  great  skill, 
and  judgment,  by  taking  an  advantageous  position, 
"Stretching  from  my  left  across  the  country,  when  the 
«nemy  was  likely  to  approach  the  quarter  he  seem- 
ed to  threaten.  This  movement  induced  the  en- 
emV  to  concentrate  his  forces  (between  one  and  two 
o'clock,)  in  my  front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within 
a  mile  of  us,  driving  in  our  videttes,  and  showinji  an 
intention  of  attacking  us  that  evening  I  immediaie- 
ly .drew  Gens.  Winder  and  Striker  nearer  to  the  left 
©f  my  entrenchments,  and  to  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
-with  the  intention  of  their  falling  on  his  right  or 
Tear  should  he  attack  me  ;  or  if  he  declined  it,  of 
attacking  him  in  the  morning.  To  this  movement^ 
and  to  the  strength  of  my  defence,  which  the  enemy 
Jivl  the  fairest  opportunity  of  observing,  I  am  in» 
iucedto  attribute  liis  retreat,  which  was  commenced* 
at  half-past  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning.  la 
this  he  was  so  favoured  by  the  extreme  darknesSj 
sand  a  continued  rain,  that  we  did  not  discover  it  until- 
fllay-light. 

"  I  nave  now  the    pleasure    of  calling  your  atten* 
%9ii  lo  Ui6  t>r*ve  commander  «f  Fort  M'iienry,  ^Vdh. 
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Armistead,  and  to  the  operations  confined  to  that 
quarter.  The  enemy  made  his  approach  by  water 
at  the  same  time  thcit  his  army  was  advancing  on 
the  hind,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs  and 
rockets  at  the  fort,  as  soon  as  he  got  within  range 
of  it.  The  situation  of  Major  Armistead  was  pecu- 
liarly trying — the  enemy,  having  taken  his  position 
such  a  distance,  as  to  render  offensive  operations  on 
the  part  of  tRe  fort  entirely  fruitless,  whilst  their 
bombs  and  rockets  were  every  moment  falling  in 
and  about  it — th'  officers  and  men,  at  the  same  time 
entirely  exposed  The  vessels,  however,  had  the 
tem-.rity  to  approach  somewhat  nearer — they  were 
as  ?oon  compelled  to  withdraw.  During  the  night, 
^vhilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  retreating,  and  whilst 
the  bombardment  was  most  severe,  two  or  three 
rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in  getting  up 
the  Ferry  Branch,  but  they  were  soon  compelled  to 
retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quart'  r,  commanded  by- 
Lieut.  Newcomb,  of  the  navy,  and  Lieut.  Webster,  of 
the  flotilla.  These  forts  also  destroyed  one  uf  the 
barges,  with  all  on  board.  The  barges  and  battery 
at  the  Lazaretto,  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Rut.er, 
of  the  flotilla,  kept  up  a  brisk,  and  it  is  believed,  a 
successful  fire,  during  the  ho;test  period  of  the  bom- 
bardmenl." 

It  was  ioipossible  for  veterans,  or  the  most  ex- 
perienced irooj)s,  to  act  widi  more  firm  disei- 
pline,  or  cool  courage,  Jhan  the  eiJizens  of  Hal- 
tiniore,  and  the  troops  engut;ed,  did,  on  this  oc- 
casion, wUU  the  exception  already  mentioned. 
A  'ursuit  of  the  enemy  was  altempted,  without^ 
however,  doing  him  much  injury.  Vhv  J  poops 
were  so  exhausted,  wiih  thrre  da\'s  and  niglit's 
fatigue,  that  they  couhl  do  lilde  more  than  pick 
up  a  few  sCvagglers.  A  line  of  defences  fhrowQ 
up  !>y  the  \merieans  from  HUick  JJiver  fo  Hum- 
pliries'  Creek,  on  the  Fatapseo,  were  used  by  tko 
•Aeuiy  to  protect  his  embarkiition. 
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As  a  measure  necessary  to  the  taking  of  Bal- 
timore, Admiral  Cockburn  sent,  what  he  relied 
on  as  a  competent  force  to  take  Fort  Ivl'Henry, 
situated  on  a  point  of  land  about  two  miles  from 
the  city.  The  enemy's  vessels  were  ranged  on 
the  12th,  at  a  rcspeclable  distance^,  in  front  of 
the  woiks.  At  an  early  hour,  on  the  12th,  six 
bumb.  aiid  some  rocket  vessels  coiymenced  the 
attack,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to  have  little 
effect.  A  vast  many  very  heavy  bombs  and 
rockets  were  thrown  fcom  the  shippin,^,  and  an- 
swered pro  f Of  ma  from  the  fort,  the  Lazaretto, 
battery,  and  bar';es.  This  noisy  plaij  lasted  un- 
til near  3  p.  m.  when  the  enemy  dropped  nearer 
the  battery.  The  firing  now  bt^eame  more  fre- 
quent, and  soon  because  tremend(»us;  bui  the  en* 
cmy  fio<liug;that  the  men  in  the  fori  could  hit  as 
well  as  fire,  soon  slipped  their  cables,  and  drewr 
offtoth^'ir  furm  r  distance,  from  which  they 
coniinued  the  bombardntent. 

Favoured  by  a  dark  night,  one  or  two  of  the 
enemy's  I)omb  vessels,  aad  several  barges,  with 
1200  chosen  men,  pa>sed  the  F'ori  at  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  lith,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  to  the  Fatapsco,  to  attack  the  fown  in 
the  rear,  and  probably  with  a  view  to  effect  a 
landing.  From  ibeir  new  station,  they  com- 
Bienced  a  very  warm  throwing  of  bombs  and 
rockets,  but  were  repaid  with  such  rigour  and 
eif'ct,  that  tijfc  screams  of  their  wounded  could 
be  beared  iu  the  midst  of  a  roar  of  arms,  that 
niiide  the  houses  in  the  city  shake,  for  nearlj 
am  hour  and  a  half.  Aboui  three  o'<Io(k  the  en- 
emy retired,  much  cri;>p;pd.  ti»  his  former  re- 
s^)e«'»ful  distance,  wli^n  he  again  eomirM-n'  ed  the 
bo!!!biud;ue.»t,  and  eonfinued  it  until  day-iigbt, 
ysi iii:n  he  iiimliy  witiidrew.     The  culiie  duratiuQu 
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•f  (he  honibai'dtnent  was  little  short  of  "24  hours. 
'I'he  loss  of  the  enenij,  on  board  his  vessels,  ean- 
not  be  aseei'tained,  but  was  undoubtedly  ji;!eat  ; 
that  in  Fort  ^I'tleni^  was  astonishiiig'y  sniall^ 
•onsistina;  of  four  killed,  and  about  20  wounded. 
M'Jor  Arcnistead  eonuuanded  the  fort.  A  party 
of  Com.  Hodi^i^i's  crew  was  ported  at  Fort  Cov- 
in.u;ton  ;  Barney's  lloiillu  naen  were  stationed  at 
the  citv  banei-y. 

The  enenij^'s  retreat  was  attended  with  mor- 
tilieation  and  disajijjointaient.  iien.  Koss,  the 
destroyer  of  Washington,  was  killed  ;  and,  at 
least  800  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. — 
The  entile  American  >oss  did  nut  exceed  20  kill- 
ed, 90  wounded,  and  47  missing. 

The  enem^'  was  at  Chaptieo  in  October.  The 
following  partif'ulars  of  the  excesses  conimittetl 
at  that  plaee  appeared  in  the  Alexandria  Her- 
ald, signed  Koberl  Wright. 

.  "  r  passed  through  Thaptico  shortly  after  the  ene- 
my left  it,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tiiat  their  conduct 
w->uld  have  iisgraced  Cannibals  ;  the  hovises  were 
torn  to  pieces,  the  well  which  afforded  water  tor  the 
inhabitants,  were  filled  up,  and,  what  is  still  worse, 
the  church,  and  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  shared  e- 
qualiy  bad  or  worse  file.  Will  you  bejieve  me,  when 
I  ell  you  that  the  sunken  gi;ves  were  converted 
into  barbacu'  holes  1  !  !  The  remaining  glass  of  the 
church  windows  broken,  the  communion  table  used 
as  a  dinn.  r  table.,  and  then  broken  to  pieces  !  Bad 
as  the  ab^'ve  may  appear,  it  dwindles  into  insignifi- 
cance, when  compared  with  what  fotlowr  :  the  vaulfe 
was  entered,  and  the  remains  of  the  dead  disturbed. 
Yis,  my  friend,  thf  winding  sheet  was  torn  from 
tki;  body  of  a  Inly  of  the  first  respectability,  and  the 
whole  contents  of  the  vault  entirely  deranged  I  i  ^?' 
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Soon  after  leaving  Chaptico,  the  enemy  visit- 
ed St.  luigoes,  JQ  IS(.  Mark's  eountv,  MaiMyland. 
Tliis  was  the  Itabjt-Afion  of  a  ntissiunary,  and 
tlie  seite  of  a  Honiian  CaJbolic  chuieb.  Notliing 
could  be  expected  but  tlie  furniture  of  tbe  priest, 
and  plate  of  tbe  church.  Hoth  were  taken, 
featjier-beds,  sheets,  blankets,  curtains,  spoons, 
knives,  forks,  ^c.  were  taken  away  or  destroy- 
ed :  the  sacred  vestments  were  tl»rown  a!)out, 
the  vessels,  consecrated  to  tbe  servii-e  of  (lod, 
propbaned,  the  altar  stript  naked,  the  taber- 
nacle eaTTJcd  oiT.  and  the  blessed  sacrament 
borne  away  in  tbe  bands  of  those  sacrilegious 
wretches.  Some  few  articles  were  restored  at 
the  instance  of  the  British  officer,  who  wonld 
probabjy  wish  to  see  tbe  entire  restored,  but 
he  could  not  coKinsaad  them  ;  <*  they  are,"  said 
Le,  *<  a  set  of  ruffians.'*  Some  other  articles, 
belonging  to  the  church,  were  restored  in  a  few 
days  afterwards. 

The  foUowiug  eircuraslance  proves  bow  dear- 
ly the  enemy  gains  a  victory,  when  opposed  by  a 
force,  however  small. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  November,  Captain 
Gordon,  naval  commander  at  Norfolk,  despatch- 
ed two  tenders,  and  four  boats,  off  Black  River, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  several  crafts,  then 
lying  in  that  river,  and  bound  to  Norfolk.     The  i 
■vessels,   were,    unfortunately,  separated    during 
the  night  :  the  boats,  owing  to  a  rough  sea.  re-  | 
turned  to  Norfolk.     The  two    tenders,  Franklin  j 
and  Despatch,  were  separated  from  each  otherr 

The  commander  of  the  Despatch,  finding,  in 
tlie   morning,  that  he   had  drifted   in   a  calm,  { 
near  tbe  enemy's  ships   in   Lynnhnven,  and  that  j 
they  were  manning  their   boats,  to  attack  him,. 
iDuOe  signal  to  the  Fraaklin,  aad  the  boats  Ij-  | 
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ing  under  Old  Point.  The  boats  joined  the 
Despati'h  ;  and  the  enemy's  botUs  alter  ex- 
changing a  few  shots,  and  a  breeze  having  sprung 
up,  gave  over  the  chase,  and  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  Franklin  that  luj  nearly  i)ccalmed 
up  the  bay.  rhe  enemy  came  up  with  the  Frar.!;- 
lin,  about  10,  a.  m.  when  the  iuing  oo.virneneed. 
During  one  hour  an<!  a  haif,  tlie  Franiviin's 
crew,  consisting  of  Mr.  Harumerslej',  master's 
mate,  who  coauaandod  ;  one  nsidshipsnan,  (Mr. 
Cook  ;)  two  raas^ter's  mates  and  pilots,  and  3t 
men,  maintained  a  gallant  delenee  against  a  ten- 
der and  il  barges  and  bo^ts  ot'the  enemy.  The 
tender  and  two  heavy  launches,  made  several 
attemjits  to  board,  but  were  as  often  beaten  off. 
At  length,  at  hall"  past  11,  the  Franklin  was  car- 
ijed,  being  boar-df^d  dt  the  same  moment  by  the 
crews  of  iivc  lieavy  boats. 

The  peace  in  Euroi)e  having  relieved  Hie 
shii>s  and  seamen  of  KnfTtand  from  anv  oilier 
er.gageioent,  except  the  wa!"  against  tlic  United 
States,  it  was  su5),>.fsi'd,  that  an  Ameri-an  ship, 
would  not  dare  longer  to  venture  on  the  ocean, 
or  sail  on  the  lakes.  Every  American  port  was 
to  f)e  blockaded,  ♦ivery  sea  port  {own  to  be  burn- 
ed or  destroyed  ;  the  frames  of  frigates  were  to 
be  transported  frosn  England,  and  suddenly  put 
together,  and  launched  on  the  lakes.  The  vio- 
lent threats  were  beard,  the  expected  legions 
looked  for,  with  a  coolness,  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans,  which  evinced  couiage  ;  but  with  a 
preparation  that  evinced  a  determination  to  de- 
fend their  homes,  their  families,  their  country, 
and  liberty. 

Two  armed  launches  and  four  barges  of  the 
enemy  carrying  about  220  men,  catered  Conncc- 
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tieut  river,  in  the  evening  of  the  7th  April,  ami 
arrived  at  Pettipausi:  Pttirir,ahoul  four  o'eloek  in 
the  nior  ling  of  (he  »th.  It  was  quite  a  surprise 
on  the  few  inhabitants,  who  had  no  me»ns  of  re- 
sistance. 'VUey  inunediatel>  landed  and  burned 
all  the  vessels  at  the  wliaives.  and  on  the  stocks, 
ex'-ept  a  brig,  a  schooner,  and  two  sloops,  which 
they  carried  do \\r»  the  river,  on  their  retiring, 
after  10  oVlock  ;  l)ut  the  wiiid  shifting,  they 
burned  ail  except  the  schooner,  at»d  not  being 
able  to  proceed,  they  came  to  anchor  a  short 
distance  below  Pettipaug.  where  they  lay  until 
Flight,  then  burned  tlie  schooner,  and  departed, 
without  iuterrupiion,  or  anj  atteniut  to  annoy 
them,  except  that  a  few  guns  were  fired  on  them 
aftrr  they  had  passed  the  mouth  «f  «l;e  river,  to 
which  the\  returned  tlireecheers,  and  passed  off. 

During  the  8th,  the  militia  collected  to  the 
Buniher  ;  f  ah  ;nt  4000,  with  six  field  pieces;  an 
officer,  with  t50  sailors  and  s'>ldie?s.  from  New- 
London,  had  also  arrived.  Gen.  Williams,  under 
authority  of  the  State  of  Conneciicut,  assumed 
the  command.  No'hi?ig  seemc«l  more  easy  thaa 
to  capture  the  enenn.  vet  no  attempt  was  made 
to  do  so.  unless  a  summons  to  surrender  can  be 
S(»  consideied.  Mweh  ceasme  was  then  attribu- 
ted to  the  general  for  his  dilatory  conduct,  and 
if  seems  n»)t  to  huve  bee'i  hitherto  accounted  for. 
About  2.T  vessels  were  destroyed,  many  of  theui 
lara:c  and  vn'uaMe. 

ton  H  ?"dy  of  the  Ramilies  71h,  addressed  a 
l<tt»  r  in  May.  to  the  Rviiish  agetfl  for  prisoners 
of  war  in  Ros<on,  stating  that  he  I'.ad  arrived  in 
the  ?>ay.  with  an  adequate  force  to  carry  th« 
l)'<»ckade  into  effect,  and  requesting  him  to  make 
it  known  to  the  neutral  et-nsiils  and  agents  in 
ihut  town  and  state,  that  the  blockade  would  b« 
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rigorously  enforced,  agreeably  to  the  proclama- 
tion  for  the  same. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Lewis,  commaodiag  the  United  Slates'  Uo- 
tilla  at  New-York,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
dated  May  29,  1814,  will  show  that  the  Yankees 
determined  to  have  some  trade,  notwithstanding 
the  mighty  force  of  (he  enemy  on  the  ocean. 

"  Sir— f  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the 
19th  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  a  brig  un- 
•ler  Americans  colours,  standing  for  Sandy  hook. — ( 
ordered  a  detachment  of  1 1  gun-boats  to  proceed  to 
«ea,  and  pass  between  the  chase  and  tlie  enemy,  by 
which  means  to  brinjj^  him  to  action,  and  give  oppor- 
tunity to  the  chase  to  escape,  all  which  was  effected  ; 
the  enemy,  afer  receiving  my  fire,  b're  away — and 
the  brig  in  question  eutered  the  harbour,  prov<^d  to  be 
the  bri^  Regent  from  France,  with  a  very  valuable 
cargo.  And  on  Mo  duy  the  23d,  I  engaged  the  en- 
emy befo/e  N'w-London,  and  opened  a  pass^ige  for 
40  sail  of  coasting  vessels;  the  uciion  lasted  tJiree 
hours,  in  when  the  flotilla  suffered  very  little  ;  No. 
■€  received  a  shot  under  water,  nd  others  through 
the  sails— we  have  reason  to  l)elieve  that  the  en;'.i;y 
suffered  very  great  injury,  as  he  appeared  unwilling 
to  renew  the  action  the  following  morning;  my  ob- 
ject was  accomplibiied,  whioi  was  to  force  a  passage 
ibr  th''  convoy.  There  are  before  New-London  ihree 
seventy-four's,  foijr  frigates,  and  several  sm^U  vessels, 
the  latter  duing  great  injuiy,  from  their  disguised 
chara<'ter and  superior  sdling.  I  have  the  honour  t« 
assure  you  of  my  high  respect, 

r  LEWIS." 

As  sooa  as  the  engagement  ceased,  (he  flotilla 
eamc  to  anchor  before  the  harb>ur  of  New- Lon- 
don, within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view 
of  renewi  <g  the  action  in  the  nmniing,  when  we 
Ibund  ihat  ihe  enemy  had  coileeled  ail  his  forces 
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in  number  seven  sliips  and  several  small  vessels, 
in  consequence  of  wiiicli  great  accession  olfo?<ce 
the  project  of  renewing  the  action  was  aI)anflon- 
ed.  and  signal  was  made  to  proceed  np  Sound, 
•whither  the  enemy  pursued  as  far  as  Faulkner's 
Island. 

Capt.  Sawyer  of  the  smack  Resolution,  from 
S(oi;ington,  informed,  thai,  in  the  gnn-l.oat  bat- 
tle, one  shot  passed  through  the  mainsail  of  the 
S^lph,  and  another  cut  away  her  ensign  :  that 
one  shot  passed  thiough  the  bow  of  the  IVlaid- 
«tone,  one  thiough  her  foremast,  and  one  into 
licr  hull  ;  and  that  on  the  day  after  the  engage- 
ment, a  number  of  meii  from  these  vessels  were 
buried  on  Fisher's  Islatid. 

A  British  squadron,  consisting  of  a  74  gun 
ship,  several  frigates,  and  smaller  vessels,  with 
numerous  lauticlies.  spread  terror  along  the  coast 
of  Masssichusetis.  and  succeeded  in  doing  consi- 
di'rable  injuiy  to  coasting  vessels.  About  200 
nien  landed,  on  the  13th  Ma>,  at  >\areltani,  in 
IMassachusetfs,  aid  buined  152  or  13  vessels,  vii- 
Jiied  at  about  20,000  dollars.  They  also  set  fire 
to  a  stocking  factoiy,  which  was  extinguished  by 
the  ci.'izens,  l)efore  much  injury  was  done. 

Capt.  Allen,  of"  th«  scohoner  Svi'liam  and  J  >Iin, 
oP Sedgwick.  >!<  ine,  was  hound  to  Boston  with 
a  cargo  of  lumber.  Captain  A.  put  into  D^ers- 
creek.  on  tlie:  '^(♦'h  May.  but  finding  hituself 
fhased  by  the  barge  of*  the  Briti>.h  schooner 
Bi'eanj,  he  hailed  the  barge,  when  she  reached 
vithin  about  50  \ards.  hut  reeeiv(  d  no  answer, 
Capt.  Allen  then  oideied  the  barge  to  •'  keep 
off.^*  The  caf)(ain,  discovering  the  men  in  the 
barge  about  to  lire  a  snivel  in  her  bow.  oi-dered 
his  men  to  fire,  and  t-^Uv  ^'oorf  aim.  Four  shots 
^ere  fired  in  successiuti,  uud  liie  captaiu  had   ta< 
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fcen  his  aim,  when  one  of  the  enemy  cried  out, 
<»  /'//  s;ive  up  to  j/oit  ;*'  a»i(l  the  barge  was  in- 
stantly sin-rendeied  to  Capt.  Allen.  Of  seven 
men  who  were  in  the  barge,  two  were  kilied,  and 
two  wounded. 

After  the  capture  of  the  barge,  the  British 
commodore  sent  a  H.ii*  of  truce  to  Capt.  Alh'n, 
■with  pro[)0'<itions.  whi>  h  were  rejected.  Af(er, 
however,  the  exchange  of  four  flags,  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  in  eonsid-^ration  of  C'apt.  Alh'n's  giv- 
ing up  the  Britisli  prisoners  on  parole,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Bream  was  to  give  Capt.  Allen 
gyo  in  casli,  return  two  American  prisoners  be- 
longing to  Goldsborougli,  give  up  a  Chebac*  o 
boat,  with  the  property  on  board  of  her,  valued 
at  S700,  and  Captain  Allen  to  retain  the  twelve 
oared  barge,  wifh  all  her  armament,  consisting 
of  one  swivel,  six  muskets,  five  cutlasses,  six  car- 
tridge-boxes, some  blue  U;i;hls,  a  compass,  one 
trumpet,  and  a  quantity  of  cannister  and  grape 
shot,  all  of  which  Capt.  Alien  values  at  SjOO. 

Soon  after  this  transaction,  a  boat  captured 
by  the  Bream  schooner,  was  sent  into  Mount- 
Desert,  with  seven  Englishmen  on  board,  to  cut 
out  a  vessel,  the  crew  of  which,  on  their  ap- 
proach, fled  to  the  shore,  and  were  joined  by 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  armed — having  con- 
cealed themselves  among  the  rocks  or  bushes  ; 
they  opened  a  fire  on  the  enemy,  killed  three  of 
them,  wounded  two,  and  compelled  the  others  to 
surrender. 

The  enemy  entered  the  harbour  of  Scitualef 
(Mass.)  in  June,  in  consequence,  as  he  stated,  of 
having  been  fired  at  from  a  signal  piece  of  ean- 
aon,  near  the  light-house,  and  set  fire  to  several^ 
vessels. 


3i^i  IHST©RY   or   THE   WA»» 

Two  barges,  from  tlie  British  frigate  Nympii, 
went  into  Squani,  and  destroyed  the  schooner 
Diligence,  laden  vith  lime.  I'he  crevs  ihreat- 
«ned,  that  if  the  captain  attempted  to  extingjiish 
the  fianus  of  (he  Uiligtnee,  they  would  destroy 
the  house  on  the  point ;  whifih  being  attempted, 
Ihey  filed  a  twelve  pound  shot  through  it,  and 
returned  and  effected  the  destruction  of  the 
schooner. 

On  the  11th  July,  Eastporl  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  enemy,  in  the  name  of  his  Britan' 
file  majesty,  and,  as  afterwards  appeared,  was 
eiainied  as  being  part  of  the  British  territory, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  The  British 
force  consisted  of  2000  men.  The  America^ 
gariison  of  59  men,  including  11  sick,  was  com- 
manded by  Major  Putman.  1  he  inhabitants 
iif.ip.  nflr»»p<^i  iij^  p!*«j-j-^i;ve  to  take  8S  oath  oi* 
allegiance  to  the  king,  or  to  depart  within  seven 
days.  A  great  porJion,  perhaps  more  thao 
iwo-tlkiids.  to.k  the  oath.  This  place  remained 
i»  the  enemj's  ptissession  to  the  end  of  the  war  ; 
and,  as  will  appear  hy  reference  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  was  to  eontinue  in  possession  of  the  Bri- 
tish until  the  dispute  relative  to  territory  could 
be  settled  by  eommissioners,  to  be  appointed  foi! 
that  purpose. 

Eastport  is  on  an  island,  called  Moose,  on  the 
west  side  of  Passamacjuoddv  bay  ;  the  island  is 
about  five  miles  hmg,  and  one  mile  broad,  con- 
taining about  1000  inhabitants. 

On  the  9th  August,  at  five  p.  m.  the  Bamilies 
r*,  Pactolus,  38.'a  bomb  ship,  and  a  heavy  brig, 
arrived  off  St.onington  ;  and  a  flag  was  sent  on 
shore,  with  a  note,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 
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To  the  Magistrates  of  Stonington. 
"Gentlemen — one  hour  is  allowed  you  from  the 
receipt  of  this  communication,  for  the  removal  of  the 
unoffending  inhabitants. 

THOMAS  HARDY." 

Stonington  was  in  no  state  of  dt-rcnte  Hdequat© 
to  resist  the  enenij.  The  fe^v  men  in  the  jtlace 
hastened  to  collect  ammunition,  some  ran  to  the 
battery,  which  consisted  oftwo  18  pounders  and 
a  four  pounder,  with  a  slight  breast  work  ;  ex- 
presses were  sent  to  New- London  and  other  pla- 
ces. At  8  o'clock,  the  attack  was  commenc- 
ed, by  a  discharge  of  shells,  from  the  bomb  ship, 
and  congreve  rockets  from  several  ba«  ges.  This 
fire  was  continued  until  midnight,  without  injur- 
ing a  single  building  or  inhabitant. 

During  the  night,  the  voJuiiteers  and  militia 
had  assembled  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
were  disposed  of  in  the  m;inher  best  calcula(ed 
to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land.  A6 
dawn  of  dny,  the  enemy  began  to  throw  rockets 
from  vessels  which  had  taken  stations  on  the 
east  tide  of  the  town,  out  of  range  of  the  bat  le- 
vy. An  18  and  a  four  pounder  were  drawn  !o  a 
point  of  land  from  which  the  enemy  could  be 
reached,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  tlie  barges  were 
compelled  (o  move  off*.  During  this  time,  the 
brig  worked  up  and  came  to  anchor  within  less 
than  haif  a  mile  of  the  battery.  The  anununi- 
tion  on  shore,  l>eiug  expended,  the  few  men,  who 
were  at  the  battery,  were  compelled  to  retire, 
having  first  spiked  the  guns. 

For  an  hour  and  a  half,  thft  enemy  continued 
to  (ii'e  on  the  town,  without  (he  least  opposition 
being  atfemiiied  or  practicable.  A  fresh  supply 
of  amiiunitio!'  being,  by  (his  time,  obrained,  the 
•weat  of  the  18  pouuder  was  drilled,  wUea  a  iipej- 
Y  ;5. 
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was  opened  on  the  enemy's  brig,  until  at  three 
o'eloek  she  slipped  lier  cable,  and  hauled  off, 
being  evidently  mueh  injured  in  her  hull  and 
spars. 

Soon  after  this  time,  a  considerable  body  of 
militia  arrived,  and  Gen.  Isham  had  taken  the 
command. 

A  flag  was  seat  from  the  inhabitants  (without 
the  concurrence  of  Gen.  Isham)  to  the  British 
officer,  informing  him  that  the  "  unoffending  in- 
habitants" had  been  removed,  and  wishing  to 
know,  if  he  meant  to  complete  the  destruction  of 
the  town.  The  deputation  received  from  Capt. 
Hardy,  a  written  reply,  that  the  bombardment 
should  cease,  incase  the  inhabil  ants  would  en- 
gfige  that  no  torpedoes  should  be  fitted  out  at  Sto- 
nington,  and  that  the  family  of  Mr.  Stewart,  late 
British  consul  at  New-London,  w  ould  be  sent  od 
board. 

These  terms  could  not  be  complied  with. — 
The  proposal  respecting  torpedoes  was  consider- 
ed degrading,  nothing  of  the  kind  having  ever 
been  attempted  at  Stonington  ;  the  second,  re- 
specting Mrs.  Stewart  and  children,  was  referred 
to  the  proper  authority. 

The  enemy  eontinuedto  negotiate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  Mrs.  Stewart  on  board,  until  three 
o'clock  on  the  Itth,  when  the  bombardment 
again  commenced,  and  was  continued  until  night. 
On  Friday  morning  the  attack  was  commenced 
and  continued  with  great  warmth,  from  nearly  all 
the  enemy's  ships  and  launches,  until  near  noon^ 
^hen  it  ceased ;  and,  about  four  o'clock,  p.  m, 
the  enemy,  finding  that  a  great  force  were  as- 
sembled, for  the  protection  of  the  town,  finally 
withdrew  ;  and,  on  >aturday  morning,  weighed 
Anchor;  and  proceeded  up  Fisher's  Soimd> 
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During  (he  several  attacks,  not  a  man  was 
killed,  and  but  fi>e  or  six  wounded.  Two  or 
three  houses  were  destroyed,  eight  or  ten  much 
damaged,  and  al>out  foity  partiaKy  injuied.— 
More  than  300  shells  and  carcasses  were  thrown 
into  the  village. 

The  addiiional  disposvible  military  and  naval 
force,  which  tlje  peace  in  Europe  left  at  the 
command  of  the  enemy,  tlve  use  which  he  threat- 
ened to  make,  and  did  actually  commence,  or 
prepare  to  make  of  it.  produced  an  union  of  ac- 
tion and  sentiment  among  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca, some  discontented  or  rather  traitorous  per- 
sons excepted,  and  these  so  comparatively  few, 
that  they  excited  but  a  sentiment  of  contempt, 
and  owed  their  personal  safety  to  their  utter  ina- 
bility to  do  material  injury.  The  citizens  of 
New-York,  the  first  commercial  city  in  the  union* 
gave  an  example  of  political  forbearance  toward 
each  other,  and  of  attachment  to  their  country, 
which  had  a  salutary  influence  on  every  other 
part  of  the  nation. 

At  a  general  meeting  held  in  the  Park  in  that 
eity.  the  10th  August,  1814,  tke  following,  to- 
getiier  with  several  other  patriotic  resolutions, 
were  unaniuiously  adopted : 

"  Resolved^  that  the  citizens,  here  assembled,  will, 
to  the  last  extremity,  defend  their  city. 

*'  Eesolvcd,  that  we  will  unite  ourselves  in  arms 
wilh  our  brethren  of  the  country,  and,  on  the  first 
approach  of  the  enemy,  make  it  a  common  cause. 

"  Besolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  citizens 
generally,  to  meet  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable 
with  convenience,  in  their  respective  wards  for  the 
purpose^  of  electing  discreet  and  sufficient  commit- 
tees to  promote  the  execution  of  the  following  ob? 
-jects : 
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«  I.  To  complete  the  voluntary  enrolment  of  per-^ 
sons,  exempted  by  law  from  military  service. 

"  2.  To  encourage  the  enrolment  of  sea-faring  cit- 
izens, for  services,  in  the  harbour,  or   as  artillerists* 

"3.  The  enrolment  of  citizens  for  voluntary  la- 
bour on  the  public  works. 

"  Resolved^  that  we  will  endeavour  to  promote 
concord  and  harmony,  and  will  discountenance  all 
attempts  to  weaken  the  patriotic  efforts  of  good  citi- 
zens." 

From  (liis  moment,  party  feuds  were,  in  a 
great  measure^  suspended ;  newspaper  editors 
excluded  all  acrinioqious  political  di^^eussions  : 
the  com  mil  tee  appoioled  to  oarrj  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  the  general  meeting,  was  selected 
from  the  most  respectahle  of  the  citizens,  wiili- 
out  the  least  respect  to  the  p&Iiiical  partj*  ta 
which  the  persons  selected,  belonged. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy  was.  to  dismember  the 
union.  A  command  of  the  North  River  would 
tend  much  to  this  end.  The  possess*ion  of  the 
city  of  New  York  was  a  desiiable  object  in, 
whatever  point  it  might  be  viewed.  The  mea- 
sures of  defence  and  urecautiou,  taken  at  New- 
York,  probably  prevented  the  intended  attack  ott 
that  city  ;  the  subsequent  attempt  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  posts  near  L:ike  Champlain,  leaves 
little  room  to  doubt  the  enemy's  intention.  Had 
that  invasi()n  succeeded,  we  shouid  have  soon 
heard  of  an  invasion  on  the  sea-board,  either  at 
New- York,  or  some  place  to  the  eastward  of  it, 
and  an  attempt  to  form  a  junctioa  of  the  two  in- 
vading armies. 

For  several  months,  the  citizens  of  New  York 
supplied  more  than  1000  men  daily,  who  laboured 
voluntarily  and  wiihot.i  pa\,  at  the  fo'  liiicatiens  5 
aad  several  thuusands  from  the  adjacent  ceun-. 
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ties,  and  from  the  slate  of  New  JiTsey,  contri- 
bn(fd  ibeir  aid,  until  a  iino  ofio;  »iii  aiinos  v>,r© 
rais  d  on  the  h»'iij;hts  of  i?rojik!v»i  an<l  Haria'ui» 
sufficient  to  oppose  any  prohfilde  foree  that  eou'.d 
be  emplined  by  tlie  enemy. — It  would  be  jtnjjos- 
sjbie  to  du  justice  to  the  zeal  that  aniiiiated  <lie 
citizens,  aad  it  cannot  be  expected  to  copv,  ol^ 
even  notice  the  many  editorial  observations  whieli 
appeared  in  the  public  prints  ;  zeal  overll^tvvcd, 
so  that  it  became  necessary  to  limit  the  ofteted 
services  to  a  certain  number  daily,  and  it  often 
happened,  that  services  could  not  be  received  un- 
til several  days  after  being  tendered.     The  fol- 

*  lowing,  fi'om  the  Riehmond  Compiler,   is    given, 

*  because  its  shortness  does  not  actually  render  it^ 

*  insertion  iacoaipHtible   with  our  limits. 

"  To  a  patriotic  mind,  it  is  truly  exhilarating,  t® 
^ead  the  New-York  papers,  and  see  the  generons, 
ardent  zeal  llut  acuates  the  inhabitants  of  that  great 
emporiu"!!  of  American  commerce.  At  the  first 
signal  of  breaking  ground  for  the  defence  of  the 
city,  the  whole  population  seem  to  have  caught  th© 
spark  of  patriotic  tnergy.  to  have  burst  the  shackleg- 
of  apathy,  and  set  to  the  continent  an  example  of  so* 
#ial  and  public  spirit,  which  we  trust  may  be  emulat* 
ed  through  every  ]xtrt  of  our  land.  By  wards  and 
sections  of  the  city,  by  tribes  and  centuries'^  by  con- 
stituted bodies  and  private  companies,  by  trades,  by 
professions,  and  by  domestic  parties,  offers  of  person- 
al service  and  contributions  in  money,  have  been 
made  and  accepted  :  and  that  great  mart  of  commer- 
«ial  wealth  and  enterprize,  on  which  the  enemy  have 
ao  leng  kept  a  longing  eye,  is  already  inacf  essible, 
invulnerable  ;  the  pride  and  glory,  and  palladium  of 
the  continent.  Who  would  not  be  a  citizt;n  of  New- 
York  ?" 

On  the  1st  September,  the  British  entered  the 
Penobscot  river,  T?ith  about  iO  sail  of  vessclg-? 
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an«l  several  thousand  men,  and  took  possession  oT 
(  astine,  the  stn»ll  garrison  of  wliieli  fled,  after 
Mowi  g  up  tlie  fort.  'I  bev  next  sent  600  luea 
to  Helt'ust.  \\liieh  suhmifted.  The  followinj;  d:.y 
tiiey  i"'0  ((dtM^  up  the  liver  to  Haniden,  where 
the  Ad,  IMS  frigate  lay.  ('apt.  Morris  made  eve- 
ry possible  disposition  to  resist  llie  enemy,  hut 
fjnflinsi  his  liuiitrd  force  inadecpinte  to  that  end» 
he  sjiked  his  jjuns,  burned  bis  stores.  I)h'w  up 
the  ship.  and.  with  his  erew.  eseaped.  Tlie  Bri- 
tish govtriMir  iniinediately  anr.ounced,  that  the 
country,  hinj;  between  ihe  Penobscot  river  and 
Passauij.quoddy  bi^y,  wouhl  l»e  eonsid«:red  as  a' 
part  of  tlie  iiritish  tciritoiy.  Measures  were 
also  tJiUen  to  fortify  Castine,  and  establish  per- 
manent (onnDCfcial  regulations.  It  was  estima- 
ted that  120  vessels  were  taken  in  the  Penob- 
scot. 

While  the  enemy  was  coupling  petty  conquest' 
with  cowardice  and  cruelty,  a'ong  the  sea-board, 
the  American  army  of  (he  interior  was  plucking 
from  the  brows  of  imported  invincibles  the  lau- 
rels won  on  the  theatre  of  late  European  con- 
flicts. 

'I'he  brave  General  Jacob  Brown,  who  had  in 
the  last  year  signalized  himself  by  the  defence 
of  Saeket's  Harbour,  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  array  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 

On  the  2d  July,  General  Brown,  made  disposi- 
tions for  an  intended  attack  on  the  British  P'ort 
I'.rie  ;  and  Issued  orders  to  the  troops  for  cros- 
sing the  river.  The  army  passed  the  Niagara 
river  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  The  enemy  was 
perfectly  unapprized  of  the  intended  attaek; 
Gen.  Scott,  who  led  the  van.  was  on  shore  be- 
foiv-  tlie  enemy's  picket  discovered  the  approach.. 
The  fort  being  approached  on  the  right  and  leff^. 
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and  <lie  Tndi  »ns  in  the  woods,  in  the  pear.  Gen. 
Blown  suiamoiied  the  g.uiison  to  surrender, 
which,  aftei*  a  short  time  allowt'd  for  considera- 
tion, was  agreed  to.  At  six  o'clock  the  garri- 
son marched  and  stacived  their  arms  ;  170  regu- 
lars, including  seven  officers,  were  sent  across 
the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4»h  July,  Gen.  Scoff, 
vith  his  I)rigad< ,  and  a  c:>r|)s  of  artillery,  ad- 
vanced towiiil  Chi})i)e\va.  After  some  skirmish- 
in;;;  with  the  enejuy,  he  selected  a  judicious  posi- 
tion for  the  night  ;  his  right  resting  on  the 
rivt'r.  an<l  a  rvivinein  front  ;  at  11  at  night,  (ien, 
1j' own  j  i.'u'd  him  with  tiie  reserve  under  Gen. 
J^i;)!ey,  and  a  cor|)S  of  artiller\,  under  Major 
Hindman — -i  fi  Id  and  haltering  train  were  also 
brouglit  up;  (ien.  Porter  arrived  in  the  morning, 
villi  a  part  of  the  Nevv.Y<»rk  a  id  Pennsylvania 
volunt«^ers,  and  some  of  the  warriors  of  the  Six 
^atio.is. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  enemy 
atiicked  the  piek.ts  ;  hy  noon  he  showe-d  hiai- 
self  ou  t?>e  left  of  the  army,  and  attacked  ot>e 
of  the  pickets,  as  it  was  retu-ning  to  camj). — 
Captain  rreat,  who  commanded  the  picket,  re- 
tired, leaving  a  woundi'd  man  on  the  ground.^ 
Captain  Bidd'e.  of  the  artillery,  profopt'y  as- 
sumed the  command  of  this  pi<  kt'f,  led  ii  h.ck 
to  the  wounded  man,  and  brought  him  (iff  the 
field. 

General  Urown  instant'y  o'd-red  Oa^t.  Treat 
to  reiire  from  the  army,  ami  ;>'ivise«l.  that  his 
name,  and  lliat  of  another  olfi.-er,  should  he 
striii-k  froiu  ihe  roll  ofihe  arm  v.  Phis  ■•\  cum- 
stance  was  noticed  in  a  note  l<>  the  first  edifion 
of  this  wo«'k.  vvitlio'it  the  following  necessa'-j 
addiiion.  which  did  *!ot,  and  could  «io«,  have  thea 
Douie  to  the  kuo>\ledj>;e  of  the  cuui^itier. 
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Capt.  Treat  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry  ;  ii 
tvas  not  granted  ;  but  a  Court  Martial  was  or- 
dered at  Fort  Erie.  The  left  division  of  the  ar- 
my marched  to  Sackel's  Harbour  soon  after, 
and  the  court  was  dissolved. 

Capt.  Treat  immediately  proceeded  to  Sac- 
ket's  Harbour,  by  permission  (Vom  Maj  Gen. 
Izard,  and  requested  another  Court  Martial.— 
Major  General  Brown,  on  the  .^tb  April,  1815, 
after  the  repealt-d  se'ieitafions  of  Capt.  Treat, 
isjiued  an  order.  orejan5zin»a  eourt,  consisting  of 
Col.  M'Peely,  pri'sidrnt  ;  Lieut.  Colonel  Smith, 
M*jor  Crokor.  Mij.  Jioyie,  Major  Mullany,  Maj. 
Chane,  Capt.  Wbife,  luembers  ;  Capt.  Seymour, 
supernu-iierKry  ;  Lieutenant  Anderson,  13th  re- 
giment, judge  advocate. 

The  court  met,  i»n«i  proceeded  on  the  trial  the 
€th  April,  t8i5,  at  Sacket's  Harbour.  They 
closed  the  investigation  on  the  8ib  May,  when 
Capt.  Treat  was  liontnirably  aiquitied. 

i'lie  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  the 
•ourt  : 

«*  After  mature  d-  liberaiion  on  the  testimony 
wldncpd,  the  court  do  find  tin-  s.ccused  JOSEPH 
THE  A  r.  of  the  21  si  infansry,  not  guilty  of  the 
charge  or  sfweifi cat  ions  preferred  against  him, 
and  do  honourably  acquit  biiU." 

Till'  seniencc  oftbec>urt  was  approved  by 
M  1  j  G4«n.  Bro  An.  and  promulgated  on  the  5i8th 
Jiinr.  at  Sackel's  Harbour 

At  f»!ir  o'clock  in  the  aHcrnoon  Gen.  Porter 
advanced  with  tiie  v«lu;Mtcrs  and  Indians,  in 
orflcr  to  indijce  the  cncmii  to  c<»u«e  forth.— 
Cien.  Podci's  command  met  the  light  parties  of 
theeneinN  in  tlie  ttotrds.  *rhe  enemy  was  driven, 
and  Poi'ter  nursued  uuiil  near  Chippewa,  where 
ho  iiitt  lUeir  vthole  coltimii^  in  oi-der  of  baltl^. 
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IThe  heavy  firing  iudueed  a  belief  that  the  en- 
tire force  of  the  enemy  was  in  mution,  and  pie- 
pared  for  action.  Gen.  Scott  was  ordered  to 
advance  with  his  brigade,  and  Towson's  artil- 
lery. The  general  advanced  in  the  most  prompt 
and  officer- like  manner,  and,  in  a  few  minntes, 
was  in  close  action  with  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy.  Hy  this  time  Gen.  Porter's  command 
liad  given  way,  and  fled  in  disorder,  notwith- 
standing the  great  exertions  of  the  general  to 
rally  them.  rhis  retreat  left  the  left  Hank  of 
Gen.  Scott's  brigade  greatly  exposed.  Captain 
Harris  was  directed,  with  his  dragoons,  to  stop 
the  fugitives,  behind  the  ravine,  fronting  the 
American  camp.  Gen.  Ripley,  with  the  Zlst, 
regiment,  which  formed  part  of  the  reserve, 
passed  to  the  left  of  the  camp,  \inder  cover  of 
the  wood,  to  relieve  Gen.  Scott,  by  falling  on 
ihe  enemy's  right  flauk,  but,  before  the  2ist 
could  come  into  its  position,  the  line  command- 
ed by  Gen.  8cott  closed  with  the  enemy.  Maj. 
Jessup,  commanding  the  left  flank  battalion, 
binding  himself  pressed  in  front  and  flank,  atid 
liis  men  falling  fast  around  him,  ordered  his 
battalion  to  «•  support  arms  and  advancf  ;"  the 
order  was*  prompJly  obeyed,  amidst  the  most 
tleadly  and  destructive  fire.  Having  gained  a 
better  position,  he  poured  on  the  enemy  a  fire 
«o  galling,  as  caused  them  to  retire.  'I'he  en- 
emy's entire  line  now  fell  back,  and  continued  to 
retreat,  until  at  the  sloping  ground,  descending 
toward  Chippewa,  when  they  broke,  and  tted  to 
their  works. 

Gen.  Brown,  finding  the  pursuit  of  the  troops 

checked  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  ordered 

Up  his  ordiiance,   in  order  to   f  iree   the   plaoe, 

h^  a  direct  attack,  but   was  induced,  by  the  ree 

vr 


^5*  HISTOUT  or  THE   WAE. 

port  of  Maj.  Wood,  and  Capt.  Austin,  who  re- 
eonnoitered  (he  enemy's  works,  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  and  tlie  advice  of  his  officers,  to  order 
the  forces  to  retire  to  canap.  The  American 
troops,  on  no  occasion,  heliaved  witli  more  gal- 
lantry than  on  the  present.  The  British  regu- 
lars suffered  defeat  from  a  number  of  men,  prin- 
cipally volunteers  and  militia,  inferior  in  every 
Ihiag  but  courage,  to  the  vanquished  enemy; 
and  the  gallant  Brown,  a  woodsman,  '<a  soldier 
of  yesterday,"  put  at  defiance  the  military  tac- 
tics of  the  experienced  Maj.  Gen.  Riall. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  written  by 
Gen.  Brown,  on  the  field  of  battle,  directed  to 
the  secretary  of  war. 

"  Sir — Excuse  my  silence.  I  have  been  much 
engaged.  Fort  Erie  did  not,  as  I  assured  you  it 
•should  not,  detain  me  a  single  day.  At  1  1  o'clock, 
on  the  night  of  the  4th,  1  arrived  at  this  place  with 
the  reserve,  General  Scott  having  taken  the  position 
about  noon,  with  the  van.  My  arrangements  for 
turning  and  taking  in  the  rear  the  enemy's  position 
-cast  of  Chippewa,  was  made,  when  Major  General 
Kiali,  suspecting  our  intention,  and  adhering  to  the 
xule,  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  lo  receive  an  at- 
tack, came  from  behind  his  works  about  5  o'clock 
an  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  in  order  of  battle.  \^  e 
did  not  baulk  him.  Before  6  o'clock  his  line  was 
broken,  and  his  forces  defeated,  leaving  on  the  field 
four  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  He  was  closely 
pressed,  and  would  have  been  utterly  ruined,  but  for 
the  proximity  of  his  works,  whitl  er  he  fltd  for  shelter. 
The  wounded  of  the  enemy,  and  those  of  our  own 
army  must  be  attended  to.  They  will  be  removi  d 
to  Buffdloe.  This,  with  my  limittd  means  for  trans- 
portation, will  take  a  day  or  two,  after  which  I  shall 
a<ivance.  not  doubting  but  thaT  the  gallant' and  ac- 
complished troops  1  lead,  will  break  down  all  oppo- 
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sltion  bptween  me  and  Lake  Ontario,  whenj  if  met 
by  the  flecrt,  ull  is  well — it  not,  under  the  favour  of 
heaven,  we  shall  behave  in  a  way  to  avoid  disgraced' 

TliebnUle  of  Ri'idji;\>ater,  Jbught  on  the  -ZSth 
July,  Avas  bloody  and  Aveil  contested  on  botli 
sides.  T'he  enemy  was  eomj)ose<I  of  5000  men^ 
of  the  best  troops,  commanded  by  Gen.  Riall, 
and  otliers,  the  best  British  officers.  It  is  due 
to  them  to  record,  that  they  fought  well,  but 
they  fought  against  freemen,  and  were  defeated. 
Op5»osed  to  the  bravest  slaves  in  the  world,  of 
equal  force,  this  British  army  would  have  con- 
qtiered.  The  Americaiis  were  fewer  in  numbei* 
than  the  eneu)y  ;  they  were  men,  most  ofwhomi 
bad  yet  to  learn  military  tactics,  but  who  had  a 
tounipy,  uow  staked  in  a  contest,  which  the  pre- 
sent battle  might  materially  effect,  or,  in  its  con- 
sequence, decide. 

On  the  S.^tli,  Gen.  Brown's  army  was  encamp- 
ed above  Chippewa,  near  the  battle  ground  of 
the  5tli.  The  brigade  under  Gen.  Scott  mov- 
ed past  Cliippewa,  and  halted  at  Bridgwater, 
in  view  of  Niagara  falls.  At  half-past  four,  p.  >i. 
the  battle  was  commenced  by  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  being  numerically  superior  to  the  Ame- 
licans,  he  was  able  to  extend  his  line  so  as  to 
attempt  to  ilank.  In  order  to  counteract  the 
apparent  view  of  Gen.  Hiall,  he  was  fought  in 
detachments — he  was  charged  iu  cohiinii,  Gen. 
Scott  being  at  the  head  of  his  troops  in  almost 
every  charge.  General  Scott  maintained  his*, 
ground  for  more  than  an  hour,  before  ilic  re- 
serve under  Gen.  Ripley,  and  the  volunteers* 
under  Gen.  Porter,  were  brought  fully  into  ac- 
tion. The  ground  was  obstinately  contested  un- 
til nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  M'hen  Gen.  Browa 
decided  to  storm  a  battery,  which  the  eneiny 
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had  on  a  eoninianding  eminence.  Col.  Miile?^ 
eomninndec!  on  tins  eiilerpiizc,  whivh  was  so  re- 
solutely entered  on,  that  the  enemy,  unable  to 
withstand  the  clrarge,  retired  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  and  abandontd  his  cannon.  The  eneojy 
now  gave  way,  and  was  pursued  some  distance. 
The  American  army  tlien  bciook  itself  to  the 
s-ccuring  of  prisoners,  and  bringing  off  the 
>voundcil. 

W  hile  the  army  was  thus  employed,  General 
Srummond  arrived  with  a  reinforcement  to  th© 
enemy,  when  he,  unexpectedly  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, renewed  the  battle,  with  a  view  to  recov- 
er his  cannon.  The  army,  having  quickly 
formed,  resisted  the  attack  with  courage ;  and,, 
ai'tcr  a  close  engagement,  the  eneiny  was  re- 
pulsed, as  he  was  in  (wo  other  similar  attempts. 
The  American  army  having  effected  the  remo- 
val of  nearly  all  the  wounded,  retired  from  the 
ground  a  little  before  inidnight,  and  returned  to 
«amp. 

'jite  warmth  and  zeal  with  which  this  action 
was  maintained,  was  the  most  obstinate  and  de- 
termined. For  two  hoars,  the  discharge  of 
iuusketry  was  so  constant,  as  to  produce  almost 
an  tminterri.'ptpd  blaze  of  fire  ;  nor  was  it  in  any 
period  of  this  action,  much  less  warm.  Wel- 
lington's ♦<  invincibles"  had  just  arrived  from 
Europe,  and  Drummond  resolved  that  they 
should  not  otdy  maintain  their  character,  but 
maintain  it  in  a  manner  that  would  make  the 
most  desponding  impression  on  the  brave,  but 
raw  recruits  of  (he  republic.  The  Americans 
not  only  withstood  the  onset,  but  repelled  and 
punished  it.  A  line  moon-light  night  favoured 
equally  the  operations  of  both  armies  ;  they 
fought  too  near  to  render  cannon  generally  ser^ 
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viceable,  being  often  within  half  pistol  shot  of 
each  other,  and  sometimes  mingled  together.— 
The  charge  of  Col.  Miller  exceeded  any  thing 
experienced  by  the  British  soldiers,  even  in  Eu- 
rope. Thrice  his  men  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter.  For  a  time  he  was  deserted  by  a 
regiment  of  infantry;  they  were  rallied;  a 
fourth  charge  was  made,  and  succeeded.  The 
Auiericans  could  not  be  driven,  nor  withstood : 
determined  not  to  be  overthrown,  even  by  supe- 
rior numbers,  they  seemed  resolved  to  crush 
whatever  foe  opposed  them.  Had  they  beea 
conquered,  they  would  yet  deserve  honour;  as 
victors,  they  covered  themselves  with  glory. — 
They  lost  a  howitzer;  the  rider  being  shot  offj 
the  horses  carried  it  full  gallop  into  the  ranks 
o^  the  enemy;  they  also  lost  a  piece  of  canri^n, 
which  >*as  too  much  advanced,  and  from  which, 
the  men,  except  two,  were  shot.  For  want  of 
horses,  they  were  compelled  to  leave  to  the  en- 
emy most  of  the  cannon  which  were  taken  from 
liim,  with  such  bravery,  and  at  such  expence. 

On  the  morning  after  the  battle,  the  Ameri- 
cans, under  Generals  Ripley  and  Porter,  reeon- 
noitcred  the  enemy,  who  did  not  shew  any  dis- 
position to  renew  the  contest,  and  then  burned 
the  enemy's  barracks  and  a  bridge  at  Chippewa 
after  which  they  returned  to  Fort  Erie. 

The  enemy  was  believed  to  have  lost  between 
1200  and  1300  men,  including  Maj.  Gen.  Riall, 
who  was  wounded,  and,  with  18  other  officers, 
and  150  noQ-oommissioned  officers  and  privates^ 
taken  prisoners.  The  Americans  lost  one  major, 
1  adjutant,  5  captains,  4  subalterns,  10  sergeants, 
10  corporals,  14.0  privates — total  killed,  171.— 
1  major-general,  1  brigadier-general,  2  aids-de- 
flajnp;  1  brigadc-iaajor,  i  colonel;  llicuteaan^ 
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colonel,  i  majors,  1  adjutant,  3  fjuarter-mastersj 
1  pay-master,  7  captains,  SZ  subalterns,  517  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates — lotal  wound- 
ed, 572;  missing,  117 — total,  860. 

The  British  force  engaged,  amounted  by  their 
own  confession,  to  4500  men,  mostly  or  wholly 
legulars,  beside  a  host  of  Indians;  the  American 
force  did  not  exceed  -2800  men,  consisting  in  a 
great  projwrtion  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New-York.  Gen.  Brown,  in  his  ofiicial  re- 
port, particularly  notices  the  brave  and  prudent 
conduct  of  Generals  Ripley,  Porter,  and  Seott ; 
Colonels  Miller,  Dobbin,  of  New-York,  AVilcox, 
and  Gardener;  Majors  M'Farland,  Ilindman, 
Jessup,  Wood,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  Jones, 
M^'Rec,  and  Wood,  of  the  engineers^  Captains 
Towson,  Ketchum,  Biddie,  and  Ritchie  ;  Lieut. 
E.  B.  Randolph;  Aid»-de-Camp  YTorth,  Smith, 
Austin,  and  Spencer.  Some  of  these  brave  meu 
fell  in  action,  and  nearly  all  of  them  were  cover- 
ed with  wounds. 

Gen.  Brown  received  two  wounds,  but  contin- 
tied  to  command  until  the  action  ended.  The 
general  was  obliged,  by  the  severity  of  his 
wounds,  to  retire  from  the  command,  which  de- 
volved on  Gen.  Ripley,  Gen.  Scott  being  also 
disabled,  by  wound,  from  continuing  in  com- 
jmand. 

The  army  continued  on  the  Canada  side,  seem- 
'ingty  resolved  to  maintain  itself  agai»st  an  ene- 
Siiy,  which  was  receiving  frequent  reinforcements, 
•and  had,  after  a  little  time,  become  formidable^ 
*n  numbers  and  equipments. 

The  enemy,  after  recovering  the  effects  of  the 
't)attle  of  Bridgwater,  moved  up  toward  the 
American  army,  at  Fort  Erie;  and  frequent 
Skiraiislies  ensued^  in  which  the  eaemy  was  gen- 
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erally  worstpd.  On  Ihe  3d  August,  about  500 
~re«;u!ar3.  under  Col.  Tueker,  crossed  below 
Black  Rock,  but  were  met  b>  200  villemen,  and 
a  party  of  volunleers,  under  Major  Morgan  ;  and, 
after  a  long  contest,  were  defeated,  and  compel- 
led to  re-cross  tbe  river.  Brigadier  General 
Gaines,  arrived  at  Erie  tbe  4ib  August,  and  as- 
sumed the  couiinand,  during  General  Brown's 
illness. 

On  tlie  t5ib  August,  the  enemy,  under  tbe  im- 
mediate  C'>m«nand  of  Genital  Drunmiond,  at- 
tempted 10  s(orm  Fort  Erie;  the  result  was 
coniniunicaled  in  a  letler  from  General  Gaines,, 
to  (be  secretary  of  war,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : 

«  Head-Quarters,  Fort  Erie,  U.  C. 
Aug.  15,7  A.  M.  18  J4. 

Dear  Sir — My  heart  is  gladdened,  with  grati- 
tude  I')  heaven,  and  joy  to  my  country,  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  inform  you  that,  the  gallant  army  un- 
der my  command,  has  this  mornu)g  beaten  the  en- 
emy, commanded  by  Lieut  Gen.  Drummond,  after  a 
severe  conflict  of  throe  hours  commencing  at  two 
e'clock,  A.  M.  They  attacked  us  on  each  flank-— 
got  possessio'i  of  the  salient  ba-tion,  of  the  old  Fort 
Erie,  which  was  regained  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net, with  a  dreadful  slaughter.  Tue  f-nemy's  loss, 
in  killed  and  prisonei  s,  is  about  600  ;  near  300  kil- 
led- Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  I  think  not  onC" 
tenth  as  great  as  that  of  the  enemy.  I  will  not  de- 
tain the  express  to  give  you  the  particulars.  I  am 
preparing  my  force  to  follow  up  the  blow." 

Tbe  assault  was  of  that  desperate  nature,  that 
was  calculated  to  rub  away  the  stains  of  former 
defeats,  to  resuseiiate  the  sinking  cbai'ms  of  an 
assumed  iavintibility,  and  save  the  British  gene- 
j^i  fi'offl  coutciopt;  ami  perbttj^S;  disgrace.    Tbe 
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projection  was  grand  ;  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing it,  great,  and  relied  on  for  its  efficiency  j  the 
attempt  to  execute,  was  supported  with  an  en- 
thusiasm in  the  ofKcers,  and  a  mechanical  obe- 
dience in  the  men,  which  promised,  and  aimost  se- 
cured success.  The  invincihles  were,  however, 
destined  to  experience  another  defeat;  and  the 
Americans  added  another  wreath  to  the  laurel^ 
with  which  they  were  already  so  plentifully 
blessed.  The  enemy  was  largely  supplied  with 
the  means  generally  used  on  such  occasional 
pikes,  bayonets,  spears,  scaling  ladders,  &.c.  Re- 
pulsed and  repulsed,  he  rallied  and  returned  to 
tlje  attack;  he  carried  a  bastion,  and,  by  his 
condu 't,  evinced,  what  was  to  be  the  fate  of  the 
republicans,  if  vanquished.  Lieut.  M'Dougal, 
being  severely  wounded,  in  defending  the  bastion, 
demanded  quarter,  it  was  refused.  Gen.  Drura- 
mond  crying  out,  *«  give  tlie  damned  Yankees  no 
quarter."  M*Dougal  defeuded  himself  until  shot 
down  by  a  pistol.  The  bastion  was  re  taken  by 
the  greatest  display  of  courage  and  exertion. 

This  assault  was  preceded  by  a  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  which  commenced  at  sun-rise  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  continued  until  8 
o'clock,  p.  M. ;  was  re  commenced  on  the  14th, 
at  day- light,  and  continued  until  night — the  as- 
sault was  commenced  at  half  past  two  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th.  The  result  was  the  defeat 
of  the  assailants,  accompanied  with  a  loss  of  222 
men  killed,  17i  wounded,  and  186  prisoners — to- 
tal 382,  exclusive  of  a  number  (supposed  200) 
killed  in  the  water,  and  carried  off  by  the  cur- 
rent. The  Americans  lost  25  killed,  91  wound-  I 
ed,  and  11  missing — total  128. 

The  enemy  continued  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Jori  Erie,    gtrengtUening   and  Mtendtug  his 
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j  vorks  and  oalliiig  in  reinforcements,  with  a  view 
I  to  the  ultimate  occupation  of  the  fort,  and  the 
eapture  or  destruction  of  the  garrison.  The  en- 
emy's works  were  constructed  in  a  Held  surround- 
ed hy  woods;!.  Their  infantry  was  formed  into 
three  hrigades  ofahout  1500  men  eaeii.  O'.w  of 
these  brigades,  with  a  detail  from  their  artillery, 
was  stationed  at  their  woiks  (these  being  but  500 
yards  distant  from  Old  Fort  Erie,  and  the  right 
of  General  Brown's  line.)  The  Americans  had 
already  suflered  much  from  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries;  and  a  third  was  about  to  be  opened. 
Gen.  llrown,  having  recovered  of  his  wounds, 
resuu»ed  the  command,  on  the  2d  September, 
The  situation  of  the  army  was  extremely  critical. 
As  thtt  only  mode  of  relieving  himself,  he  deter- 
mined to  storm  the  batteries,  destroy  the  can- 
non ami  roughly  handle  the  enemy's  brigade  on 
duty,  before  those  in  reserve  wouid  be  brought 
into  action. 

The  enemy's  works  were  very  strong,  regular, 
and  executed  with  a  stuciicd  intricacy,  consisting 
of  ;i  l)reast-work,  cofiaecling  their  batteries,  and 
of  successive  lines  of  entrenchments  in  the  rear, 
€0^erillg  the  batteries  and  enfilading  each  other; 
and  the  whole  obstructed  by  abbatis,  brush,  and 
felled  tin»ber.  It  was  calculated  to  resist,  and 
throw  into  confusion,  the  most  experienced  as- 
sailints,  and  led  to  many  severe  contests  with  the 
bayonet. 

Direetions  were  given,  by  General  Rrown,  to 
march  at  noon,  on  the  ITtli  September,  to  the 
intented  assault.  General  Porter  commanded  a 
detachment  of  volunteers,  riflemen,  regular  in- 
fantry, and  a  few  dragoons.  I'hese  moved  from 
the  extreme  hff  of  the  American  position  upoti 
the  enemy's  right,  by  a  passage  opened  through 
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the  woods  for  the  occasion,  (icn.  Miller  stafioD' 
cd  his  command  io  the  ravine  bci  ween  Foil  h.i*i« 
and  the  enemy's  butteries,  b,v  passing  them  by 
«lelaehnirnts  through  the  skirts  of  the  wood— 
The  "ilst  iiifantiy.  under  Gen.  Ripley,  was  post- 
ed as  a  corps  of  reserve,  between  the  new  bus- 
tioifS  of  Fort  Erie.  *•  About  20  minutes  past 
three,  P.  m."  s»vs  Gen.  Brown,  in  his  ofHeial  re« 
port,  »»  I  found  the  left  column,  under  the  o.om- 
lud  ;d  of  Gen.  Porter,  which  were  destined  to 
turn  the  eneraj*s  right,  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
British  entrenchments.  They  were  ordered  to 
advance  and  commence  the  action.  Passing  down 
tlie  ravine,  I  judged,  from  the  report  of  muske- 
try, that  the  action  had  commenced  on  our  left  | 
1  DOW  hastened  to  Geo.  Miller,  and  directed  bira 
to  seize  the  moment,  and  pierce  the  enem;y's  en- 
trenchments, between  batteries  No.  2  and  3. — « 
My  orders  were  promptly  and  ably  executed. — 
Within  30  minutes  after  the  first  gun  was  fired, 
batteries  No.  S  ajad  2,  the  enemy's  line  of  en- 
trenchments, and  his  two  block-houses,  were  in 
our  possession.  Soon  after,  battery  No.  1  wa* 
abandoned  by  the  British.  The  guns  in  each 
were  spiked  by  us,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  and 
the  magazine  of  No.  3,  was  blown  up." 

The  eneiny^s  loss  exceeded,  from  the  most 
probable  account,  1000  men,  including  2  majors, 
^  captains,  4  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  one  assistant- 
surgeon,  4  staff- seijeants,  19  Serjeants,  17  cor- 
porals, one  drummer,  and  332  privates.  'I'he  A- 
niericans  lost  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
511.  Genera!  Davis,  of  the  militia,  was  killed. 
The  action  lasted  more  than  two  hours,  and  was 
warmly  contested  for  about  one  hour.  In  the 
course  of  the  action,  the  entire  of  the  enemy's 
orce  NYas  brought  into  action ;  consisting  puaci?. 
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pnlly  of  regulars  under  command  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Di'uminond.  So  satisfied  was  the  Briii'.h  gene- 
ral of  his  inabilitv  to  contend,  even  aitled  by  bis 
veterans,  against  the  raw  soldiers  that  formed 
the  American  army,  that  he  broke  up  bis  camp, 
during  the  night  of  the  21st,  and  retired  to  iiis 
entrenchments  behind  the  Chippewa.  "Thus,'* 
says  General  Brown,  "  one  tiiousaud  regulais, 
and  an  equal  portion  of  militia,  in  one  hour  of 
close  action,  blasted  the  hepes  of  the  enemy, 
destroyed  the  fruits  of  fifty  da>s  labour,  and  di- 
minished his  effective  force,  one  thousand  men  at 
least." 

An  expedition  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  Croghan,  was  set  oh  foot  in  July,  181i  ; 
the  chief  object  of  which,  was  the  reduction  of 
Fort  Mackinac,  which  bad  been  taken  by  the  en- 
*n»y  in  the  early  part  of  the  war.  The  expedi- 
tion left  Fort  Gatroit  (bead  of  Straits  St.  Clair) 
on  the  12th.  Owing  to  a  want  of  pilots  acquaint- 
ed with  the  unfrequented  part  of  the  bay,  the  in- 
tended course  of  the  vessels  was  somewhat  alter- 
ed ;  they  anchored  at  St.  Joseph's  on  the  20th. 
After  setting  fire  to  the  fort  of  St.  Joseph,  which 
seemed  not  to  have  been  recently  occupied, "a  de- 
tachment of  infantry  and  artillery,  under  Major 
Boluit-s.  was  ordered  to  Sault,  St.  Mary's,  for 
the  purpose  of  l)reaking  up  the  enemy's  esta- 
blishtiient  at  that  place.  A  few  hours  before  the 
arrival  of  Major  Hoimesatihe  Sault,  St.  Mary's, 
the  north-west  agent  was  apprized  of  his  approach, 
and  succeeded  in  escaping  with  a  large  quantity 
of  goods.  A  large  quantity  were,  however,  found 
secreted  in  the  woods,  on  the  American  side— 
These  was  claimed  hy  the  agent  of  John  .Tt.lm- 
son,  an  Indian  ti'ader:  but  Miijor  Holmes  de- 
tjljued  giving  them  to  Mr.  Johnson,  *"  because»'' 
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as  Major  Holmes  obsiTved  in  his  letter  to  Lieut. 
Col.  Croghan,  »•  it  was  good  prize  by  the  mari- 
time law  of  iialiotii),  as  r<*cognized  in  the  Eiiglisli 
courts,  (witness  the  ease  of  Admiral  Rodnev  ad- 
judged by  Lord  Mansfield.)  Further,  because 
Juhnson  has  aet«  d  the  infamous  pai't  <jf  a  trai- 
tor, having  been  a  citizen  and  a  magistrate  of 
the  Michigan  territory,  befiire  the  war  and  at 
its  commencement,  and  now  dischargi'>g  the 
functions  of  magistrate  under  the  British  gov- 
ernment. Because,  his  agents  armed  the  In- 
dians from  his  store-liouse  at  our  approach  | 
atid  lastly,  because,  those  goods,  or  a  considera- 
hw  part,  were  designed  to  be  taken  to  Michili- 
mackitfac.'* 

The  expedition  reached  Michilimackinac  on 
tbe  26fh.  where  the  eoeniy  was  found  so  strong- 
ly jiosted  on  a  height,  overlooking  the  old  fort, 
that  his  reduciiofi  by  storm,  with  the  small 
force  under  t'ol.  Croghan,  seemed  very  doubtful. 
It  was  the  colonel's  wish,  at  all  hazards,  to  dis- 
embark in  some  favourable  position,  from  whi<h 
lie  might  be  able  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  gradual 
and  slow  approaches,  under  cover  of  his  artille- 
ry, and  where,  by  fortifying  himself,  he  might 
force  the  enemy  to  auack  him  in  his  strong  po- 
sition ;  OP  draw  his  Indians  and  Canadians  (his 
most  efficient  and  only  disposible  force)  from  the 
island. 

IJeing  informed,  by  old  residents  of  the  island> 
where  a  favourable  po<ii(ion  might  be  obtained, 
lie  effected  a  landing  on  the  4th  August,  and 
advanced  to  the  field  where  an  encampment  was 
intended,  when  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  was  ahead,  of  which  he  was  soon  convin- 
ced, by  a  discharge  of  shot  and  shells  from  a 
battery  of  four  guns.  The  colouel,  hereon,  eban^- 
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ed  bis  position,  (wbicli  was  then  two  lines,  the 
jnilitia  forming  the  front,)  by  advancing  Major 
Holmes's  battalion  on  the  right  of  the  militia, 
thus  to  outflank  him,  and  by  a  rigorous  effort  to 
gain  his  rear.  Before  this  movement  could  be 
executed,  a  fire  from  some  Indians,  posted  in  a 
thick  wood,  proved  fatal  to  Major  Holmes  and 
seA'erely  wounded  Captain  Desha,  the  next  in 
rank.  This  misfortune  threw  that  part  of  the 
line  into  confusion,  from  which  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  recover  it.  As  the  only  method  left 
of  annoying  the  enemy.  Colonel  Croghan  order- 
ed a  charge  to  be  made  on  his  front  by  the  regu- 
lars. The  enemy  was  thus  driven  back  into  the 
woods,  from  which  an  annoying  fire  was  kept  up 
by  the  Indians.  Lieut.  Morgan  brought  up  a 
light  piece  to  relieve  the  left  which  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  galling  fire  ;  tlie  excellent  practice  of 
this  piece  brought  the  enemy  to  fire  at  a  longer 
distance. 

Col.  Croghan  finding  the  position,  from  which 
the  enemy  was  driven  not  tenable,  he  determin- 
ed not  to  continue  to  expose  his  men  to  a  danger, 
from  wbich  no  good  result  could  be  expected.— 
He  therefore  ordered  a  retreat  to  the  shipping. 

Sailing-master  Champlin,  whose  vessel,  the 
Tigress,  fell  into  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
who,  with  his  crew,  were  prisoners  at  Michili- 
mackinac,  arrived  at  Erie  in  November.  Capt. 
Artliur  Sinclair,  commanding  the  United  States* 
naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes,  states,  in  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  the  n»vy,  on  the  authority  of 
sailing-master  Champlin,  that,  "  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy  to  our  prisoners,  (the  crew  of  the  Ti- 
gress) thus  captured,  and  the  inhuman  bntchery 
of  those  who  fell  into  their  hands,  at  the  attack 
of  Mackinaek,  has  been  barbarous  beyond  a  pa- 
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rallel.  The  former  have  been  plundered  of  al- 
most every  article  of  elotliing  they  possessed ; 
the  latter  had  their  hearts  and  livers  taken  out, 
Avhieh  were  actually  cooked  and  feasted  on  by 
the  savages,  and  that  too  in  the  quarters  of  the 
British  officers,  sanctioned  by  Col.  M'Dougall." 

The  British  army,  under  General  Drummond, 
being  considerably  reinforced,  there  appeared  an 
absolute  necessity  (o  strengthen  that  under  Gen. 
Brown,  and  to  make  such  a  diversion  or  co-ope- 
ration, as  Mould  draw  off  the  enemy  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Frie,  or  compel  him  to 
surrender.  A  vigorous  attack  on  Kiugston  must, 
if  made,  produce  the  first  of  these  effects  ;  the 
throwing  of  a  large  force  into  the  rear  of  Gen. 
Drummond,  might  have  the  latter  effect.  Gen. 
Izard  marched  from  Plattsburgh,  about  the  1st 
September,  with  a  large  force,  which  formed  a 
junction  with  Gen.  Brown,  about  the  12th  Octo- 
ber ;  thus  having,  unfortunately,  occupied  more 
than  40  days  in  performing  a  journey  of  253 
miles  by  land,  and  a  voyage  of  90  miles  by  water 
— totafdistance  from  Plattsburgh  to  Black  Rock^ 
Si3  miles. 

The  slow  movement  of  Gen.  Izard's  army, 
gave  to  the  enemy  the  time  necessary  to  equip 
the  new  ship  St.  Lawrence,  of  90  guns,  lately 
built  at  Kingston.  The  British  fleet,  with  this 
big  ship,  appeared  off  Niagara,  the  2d  Novem- 
ber, and  gave  to  the  enemy  the  command  of  lake 
Ontario,  by  which  General  Drummond  could  be 
reinforced  or  taken  off,  if  necessary.  It  also 
enabled  the  enemy  to  threaten  Sacket's  Har- 
bour ;  and  Gen.  Brown  was  ordered  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Harbour,  leaving  Gen.  Izard  incom< 
mand  at  Erie. 
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The  campaign  in  the  neighbourliood  of  Niaga- 
ra must,  from  the  lateness  of  the  season,  be 
drawing  to  a  close  ;  it  appeared  to  Gen.  Izard, 
that  his  army  could  not  remain  in  safety  at  Erie, 
the  fort  was  therefore  destroyed,  and  the  army 
crossed  to  BufTaloe,  where  itltook  up  winter-quar- 
ters. 

The  army  left  at  Plattsburgh,  after  the  march 
of  Gen.  Izard,  was  very  weak  ;  the  command 
devolved  on  General  Macomb.  The  enem;/  cm- 
braced  this  opportunity  for  making  an  incursion 
into  the  state  of  New-York,  on  the  side  of  Lake 
Champlain,  with  a  view  to  secure  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Crown  Point,  or  Ticonderoga,  previous 
to  going  into  winter-quarters  ;  and  ultimately, 
to  co-operate  with  an  army,  that  was  to  invade 
the  state  of  New-York,  or  Connecticut,  on  the 
seaboard  ;  and  thus  effect  the  great  object  of 
the  British  government,  the  political  separation 
of  the  eastern  from  the  southern  states. 

General  Sir  George  Prevost,  commanded  the 
British  land  forces,  destined  for  this  service, 
consisting  of  four  brigades,  each  commanded  by 
a  major-goncral  of  experience  ;  a  light  squadron 
of  dragoons,  and  an  immense  train  of  artillery, 
;.nd  all  the  engines  of  war  ;  the  entire  amount- 
ing to  14,000  men.  While  the  troops  advanced 
by  lynd,  the  fleet,  apparently  superior  to  the 
Ameiican,  advanced  by  wattr.  To  resist  this 
overwhelming  force.  Gen.  Macomb  had  but  1500 
f  {fcctivcs.  In  aid  of  this  small  force,  iha  militia 
was  hastily  assembled. 

The  British  governor-general  entered  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  September, 
1S14,  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the  village 
of  Champlain  ;  from  which,  he  commenced  an 
attack,  by  promises  and  threats,  on  the  citizens 
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of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  more  seri- 
ous attacks  which  were  to  be  siinultaDeous  by 
land  and  water,  and  were  effectually  to  over- 
throw all  opposition  on  botli. 

On  the  2d,  the  British  army  marched  from 
Champlain  ,•  on  the  5th,  it  appeared,  in  full 
force,  before  the  village  of  Platlsburgh.  No 
sooner  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  discover- 
ed, than  the  militia  was  called  out  :  those  of  the 
county  of  Clinton  assembled  on  the  2d  Septem- 
ber, near  the  village  of  Chazy,  where  they  took 
a  position,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Miller, 
On  the  following  day.  Gen.  AVright  took  a  posi- 
tion with  his  brigade,  seven  miles  in  advance  of 
Piattsburgh.  On  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 
Col.  Appling,  who  was  placed  with  his  command 
on  the  lake  road,  fell  back  to  Dead-creek,  where 
he  posted  himself,  and  impeded  the  approach  of 
the  pursuers  so  much  by  blocking  up  the  passage, 
that  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  alter  his  course 
toward  the  Beekmantown  road.  On  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  the  advance  of  the  enemy  attacked 
the  militia,  about  700,  under  General  Mooers, 
and  a  small  detachment  of  regulars  commanded 
by  Major  Wool.  Unfortunately,  a  part  of  the 
militia  broke  and  fled,  the  remainder,  together 
with  the  regulars,  made  a  bold  and  masterly  op- 
position, retiring  slowly  and  regularly  before  a 
large  force  for  six  miles,  when  they  were  rein- 
forced within  a  mile  of  Piattsburgh  by  a  Captain 
Leonard  and  a  few  men  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. This  force,  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
cover  of  a  stone  wall,  made  a  stand  and  checked 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  until  overpowered  by 
.superior  numbers,  it  retired,  as  before,  slowly, 
dealing  death  among  the  enemy,  until  it  reach- 
ed the   south   bank  of  the  Saranae,   where  tho 
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pursuit  of  tlie  enemy  was  effectually  checked, 
and  he  forced  to  retire.  From  this  time  until 
the  morning  that  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Platts- 
burgli  and  perhaps  of  Albany,  eontiaued  skir- 
misbing  was  kept  up,  each  party  preparing  itself 
for  the  bloody  conflict.  The  enemy  occupied  an 
extent  of  about  three  miles,  he  erected  seven 
heavy  batteries  and  fully  supplied  himself  with 
all  the  usual  means  of  attack.  I'he  Americans 
were  engaged  in  annoying  the  enemy  and 
strengthening  their  own  works.  The  11th  was 
fixed  on  for  the  attack  by  land  and  water.  At 
nine  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  euemy's 
flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  passed  Cumberland- 
head.  It  consisted  of  one  frigate  of  52  guns,  one 
brig  of  22  guns,  two  sloops  of  10  guns  each,  and 
several  galleys.  The  American  fleet  lay  in  Cum- 
berland bay,  opposite  Plattsburgh.  The  enemy, 
superior  in  vessels,  guns,  and  number  of  men, 
advanced  with  that  confidence,  which  his  supe- 
riority of  force,  inspired  ;  and  the  bloody  con- 
flict began.  Com.  Thomas  Macdonough  com- 
manded the  American  flotilla.  Undaunted,  he 
waited  the  attack,  trusting  in  the  heroism  of  a 
little  band,  which  seemed  determined  to  conquer, 
or  die.  For  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes,  the 
contest  was  maintained,  with  an  obstinacy  which, 
while  it  added  to,  or  rather  perfected  tJ-e  re- 
nown already  acquired  by  the  American  seamen, 
did  not  disgrace  the  vanquished.  Modesty  seems 
to  be  a  quality  highly  possessed  by  the  naval 
commanders  in  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing laconic  letter,  written  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  by  Com.  Macdonough,  is  at  once  a  proof  of 
modesty,  and  a  notice  of  success. 

"  The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  us  a 
signal  victory  on  jJake  Champlain,  in  the  capture  of 
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one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of  war,  of  the 
enemy." 

The  American  galleys  were  about  pursuing 
those  of  the  enemy,  that  were  making  their  es- 
cape, but,  it  being  discovered,  that  all  the  vessels 
were  in  a  sinking  state,  it  became  necessary  to 
annul  the  signal  to  chase,  and  order  the  men 
from  the  galleys  to  the  pumps.  "  I  could  only," 
observed  Com.  JMaedonough,  "  look  at  the  ene- 
my's galleys  going  off  in  a  shattered  condition, 
for  there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  squadron  that 
could  stand  to  make  sail  on  ;  the  lower  rigging 
being  nearly  all  shot  away,  hung  down  as  though 
it  had  been  just  placed  over  the  mast-heads." — 
<«  The  Saratoga,"  continued  the  Commodore, 
«  h2n\Jlfly-Jive  round  shot  in  her  hull  ;  the  Con- 
fiance,  (enemy's  vessel)  one  hundred  and  Jir'e.'* 

The  following  is  a  comparative  view  of  the 
number  and  strength  of  the  vessels  engaged,  and 
the  loss  on  board  them. 

AMERICAN. 

Guns. Men. Killed.  Wounded. 
Ship  Saratoga  2&         210     23         29 

Brig  Eagle  20  120     13         20 

Schooner  Ticonderoga        17         110       6  6 

Sloop  Preble  7  30       2  0 

Ten  Gun-Boats  16         350       3  3 

Total  86  820     52  53 

BRITISH. 

Frigate  ConGance  39 

Brig  Linnet  16 

Chub  (formerly  Growler)  1 1 
Finch  (formerly  Eagle)  1 1 
Thirteen  Gun-boats  18 

Total  95       1050     84       lia 
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At  the  same  hour  that  the  fleets  engaged,  Ihe 
enemy   opened  his   batteries   on   the    Amerieaii 
forts,    throwing   hundreds  of  shells,  balls,  and 
rockets  ;  and   attempted,  at   the  same  time,  to 
cross  the  Saranac  river,  at  three  different  points, 
to  assault  the  American  works.     At   the  upper 
ford,  he  was  met  by  the  Vermont  volunteers  and 
New  York    militia.     Here   a   most    interesting 
conflict  took  place  ;  on  the  one   side,   the   best 
troops  of  Britain,  led   on  by  her    most  consum- 
mate  officers,   men   and   officers  selected  from 
those  soldiers,  who   under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  had  acquired  the  charac- 
ter of"  invincible,"  men  who  had   conquered 
in  Portugal,  Spain,  France,   and  the  Indies  ;  on 
the  other   side,   men   not  reared  to   arms,   not 
used  to    battle,  most  of  them  born  since   their 
sires  had  immortalized   themselves  in    combat 
on   this   same   ground,   the  descendants  of  the 
*<  Green  Mountain-boys"  and  of  those   heroes 
who  conquered  at  Saratoga,  &c.     The  object  of 
contest  was   great  ;  oa    it     was,    probably,    to 
hang  every  future  event  of  the  war.    The  ene- 
my fought  for  the  recovery  of  a  territory  which 
would  m.ike  his  king  the  most  powerful  prince 
in  the  world  ;   the  oflicers   looked  to  places  of 
emolument,   pensions,  grants  of  land,  titles  of 
nobility,  stars,  garters,  ribbands,  plunder  ;   hon- 
ours and  riches  in  a  thousand  shapes  and  forms  : 
the  honest   American    yeomen  sought   neither 
pay  nor  pecuniary  reward,  beyond  the  daily  sti- 
pend of  a  soldier.     But  yesterday,  they  were  at 
their  ploughs,  to  day,  they  grasped  their  rifles, 
and  hurried  to  the  threshold  of  their  country — 
their   ultimate  reward  was  to  be  a  confirmation 
of  the  liberties   entailed  on  them  by  <heir  sires, 
a  contiouunce  of  that  independence  they  -were 
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determined  to  preserve  or  not  to  survive.  The 
conflict  was  influenced  by  feelings  which  drew 
forth  the  utmost  exertions  of  both  partit  s,  and 
substituted  desperation  on  one  side,  and  unbend- 
ing patriotism  on  the  other,  in  place  of  that  in- 
difference or  cowardice,  which  so  often  leads 
to  disaster  and  disgrace.  Several  times  were 
the  enemy  repulsed,  several  times  did  he  re- 
turn to  the  ford  ;  astonished  at  this  obstinate 
resistance,  from  woodsmen,  suddenly  assembled 
on  tlie  occasion,  the  enemy  yet  believed  they 
must  give  way  :  again  he  advances,  again  he  is 
repulsed  ;  astonished,  confounded,  dismayed,  he 
retires  :  no  longer  invincible,  he  acknowledges 
defeat — defeat  from  M'hom  ?  Let  Wellington's 
men  answer  ;  or  let  them  send  for  a  reply  to 
the  mountains  of  Vermont,  or  the  wilderness 
of  New-York.  At  the  bridge  near  the  village, 
he  was  repulsed  by  the  pickets,  and  the  brave 
riflemen,  under  Captain  Grosvenor,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Hamilton  and  Riley  ;  and,  at  the  bridge  in 
the  town,  he  was  foiled  by  the  guards,  block- 
houses, and  the  artillery  of  the  forts,  served  by 
Captains  Alexander  Brooks,  Richards  and  Smith, 
and  Lieutenants  Munford,  Smith  and  Cromwell. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  with  effect  from 
the  batteries  ;  by  sun-set,  seven  of  his  newly 
raised  batteries  were  silenced,  and  he  was  seen 
retiring  to  his  camp.  Beaten  by  land,  and  by 
■water,  the  British  governor-general  withdrew 
his  artillery,  and  raised  the  siege.  Under  favour 
of  a  dark  night,  he  sent  off  his  heavy  baggage, 
and  retreated  with  his  whole  army  towards  Ca- 
nada, leaving  his  wounded  in  the  field,  and  a 
vast  quantity  of  provisions,  and  munitions  of 
war,  which  he  had  not  time  to  destroy.  The 
light   troops,    volunteers  and  militia)  pursued 
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hiQi  on  the  following  day,  capturing  several  sol- 
diers, and  covering  the  escape  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  deserters  :  bad  weather  prevented  the 
pursuit  to  be  continued  beyond  Chazy.  Thus 
have  li,000  regulars,  with  the  best  British  oflS- 
cers,  and  the  best  military  equipment,  been  bea- 
ten by  a  regular  force  of  only  1500  men,  and 
2500  militia  and  volunteers  ;  the  militia  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Mooers,  and  the  volunteers  by 
Gen.  Strong.  The  enemy  having  retired  from 
republican  ground,  the  militia  and  volunteers 
were  dismissed. 

The  official  return  of  the  loss  of  the  Ameri- 
can regulars,  amounted  to  one  subaltern,  one  ser- 
geant, one  musician,  and  34  privates  killed — total 
37  ;  2  subalterns,  1  serjeant-major,  4  Serjeants, 
3  corporals,  4  musicians,  and  49  privates  wound- 
ed— total  62  ;  total  killed,  wounded  and  missing, 
119. 

General  M<Comb  states  the  loss  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  land  and  lake,  at  not  less  than  2500 
men. 

While  glory  and  victorv  attended  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  the  navy  continued  in- 
creasing its  number  of  victories,  and  private 
armed  vessels  carried  destruction  to  the^enemy 
in  every  sea.  Even  in  the  British  Channel,  the 
enemy  felt  that  his  thousand  ships  of  war  could 
not  bring  safety  to  his  traders.  Insurance  to 
cross  the  channel,  rose  from  a  few  shillings  to 
five  guineas  (S23,75)  per  cent. 

In  lat.  27,  47,  N.  Ion.  SO,  9,  on  the  29th  April, 
1S14,  the  TJ.  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock  fell  in 
with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  Epervier,  ra- 
ting and  mounting  18  32  pound  earronades,  with 
128  men.  The  Epervier  struck  her  colours  af- 
ter an  action  of  42  minutes,  and  the  loss  of  eight 
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men  killed,  and  15  wounded.  Two  men  were 
slightly  wounded  on  board  the  Peacock.  Both 
vess^els  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  prize  being 
with  diflSculty  kept  above  water.  The  damage 
suffered  by  the  two  vessels,  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  official  report  of  Capt. 
Warrington. 

«  This  (the  disabling  of  a  fore-yard)  with  a  few 
top-masts,  and  top-gallant  back  stays  cut  away,  a  few 
shot  through  our  sails,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cock has  sustained.  Not  a  round  shot  touched  our 
hull  ;  our  masts  and  spars  are  as  sound  as  ever. — 
When  the  enemy  struck,  he,  had  five  feet  water  in 
his  hold,  his  main  top-masts  was  over  the  side,  his 
main  boom  shot  away,  his  fore-mast  cut  nearly  in 
two,  and  tottering,  his  fore  rigging  and  stays  shot  a- 
way,  his  bow-sprit  badly  wounded,  and  45  shot  holes 
in  his  hull,  20  of  which  were  withia  a  foot  of  his 
water-line." 

The  Epervier  had  120,000  dollars  in  specie, 
on  board. 

The  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  Jo- 
seph Bainbridge  commander,  was  captured,  af- 
ter a  chase  by  his  B.  M.  frigate  Orpheus  of  36 
guns,  on  the  20tb  April.  A  court  of  inquiry, 
held  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  at 
New-York,  the  20th  April,  1815,  gave  their 
opinion,  "  that  the  same  was  not  lost,  through 
the  fault,  inattention  or  negligence  of  Captain 
Bainbridge."  The  court  also  reported  favoura- 
bly on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Frolic. 

His  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  Rein- 
deer, was  captured  the  28th  June,  1814,  in  lat. 
48,  36  N.  and  Ion.  11, 15  W.  by  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Wasp,  Capt.  J.  Blakely.  The  action 
commenced  at  26  minutes  after  3  P.  M.  j  at  45 


HISTORY   or   THE    WAK.  275 

minutes  past  3,  the  enemy  was  carried  by  board- 
ing. The  action?  for  the  short  time  it  lasted, 
%vas  severe,  and  both  vessels  and  crews  suffered 
considerably.  The  loss  on  board  the  Wasp,  was 
principally  occasioned  by  repelling  the  enemy, 
in  two  attempts  which  he  made  to  board.  The 
Beindeer  mounted  16  24.-pound  carronades,  two 
long  6  or  9-pounders,  and  a  shifting  12- pound 
carronade,  with  a  complement  of  118  picked 
men,  called,  from  their  appearance,  the  "  pride 
of  Plymouth."  The  Reindeer  was  literally  cut 
to  pieces,  and  so  complete  a  wreck,  in  both  hull 
and  rigging,  that  it  was  lound  necessary  to  de- 
stroy her.  Her  commander,  (William  Manners, 
Esq.)  and  22  petty  officers  and  seamen,  were 
killed  ;  wounded  dangerously,  10;  severely,  17  ; 
slightly,  15 — total  killed  and  wounded,  75. 

On  board  the  Wasp,  there  were  5  killed,  and 
21  wounded.  Six  round  shot  struck  the  hull  of 
the  Wasp  ;  a  24-pound  shot  passed  through  the 
fore  mast,  and  a  considerable  number  of  grape 
struck,  but  did  not  penetrate  her  sides.  The 
Wasp  arrived  at  L'Orient  the  Sth  July. 

The  Wasp  sailed  fi-ora  L'Orient  on  the  27th 
August.  At  half  past  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  1st 
September,  engaged  a  vessel,  supposed  to  be  a 
large  brig  of  war,  and  forced  her  to  strike  her 
flag,  at  12  minutes  past  ten.  In  a  few  minutes, 
Capt.  Blakely  discovered  another  brig,  and  pre- 
pared for  action  ;  at  36  minutes  past  10,  two  brigs 
in  sight,  when  the  Wasp  was  compelled  to  re- 
linquish her  prize.  The  Wasp  lost  two  men  kill- 
ed, and  had  one  man  wounded.  The  enemy,  af- 
ter his  surrender,  was  heard,  asking  assistance, 
and  said  he  was  sinking.  The  enemy's  vessel 
proved  afterwards  to  be  the  Jlvon.  By  the 
^British  details,  it  was  acknowledged,   that  the 
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two  vessels,  which  came  in  aid  of  the  Avon, 
were  the  Castilian  and  Tartarus,  each  of  them 
of  forte  equal  to  the  Wasp.  The  Avon  went 
to  the  bottom,  after  the  surviving  part  of  her 
crew  was  removed  on  board  the  other  British 
vessels.  The  Avon  was  in  the  Delaware  in 
1810  ;  she  then  carried  IS  o2pound  carronades, 
besides  bow  and  stern  guns. 

The  Essex,  Capt.  Porter,  the  smallest  frigate 
in  the  American  navy,  was  destined  to  prove  im- 
mensely injurious  to  the  enemy.  Her  cruise  in 
the  Pacific  ocean  has  supplied  ample  materials 
for  an  interesting  volume.  Capt.  Porter  not  on- 
ly protected  the  American  shipping  against  the 
numerous  letters  of  marque,  m  hich  the  enemy 
Lad  sent  into  those  seas,  but  rendered  these 
very  letters  of  marque  tributary  to  his  plan  of 
destroying  the  enemy's  trade,  particularly  in  the 
fisheries. 

Capt.  Porter,  sailed  from  the  Delaware,  the 
27th  October,  1S12.  On  his  passage  to  Rio 
de  Janerio,  he  captured  the  British  packet 
Norton,  and  took  out  of  her  11,000  pounds  ster- 
ling, in  specie.  He  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on 
the  14th  March,  1813,  where  he  obtained  a  full 
supply  of  provisions.  He  then  ran  down  along 
the  coast  of  ijhili  and  Peru,  fell  in  with  a  Pe- 
ruviaa  corsair,  which  had  on  board  24  Ameri- 
cans, the  crews  of  iwo  whale  ships  she  had  cap- 
tured ou  the  coast ;  he  threw  the  guns  and  am- 
munition of  the  corsair  into  the  sea,  liberated 
the  Americans,  and  afterwards  re-eaptured  one 
of  the  vessels,  as  she  was  entering  the  port  of 
Liiia. 

From  liima,  Capt.  Porter  proceeded  for  the 
Gallipagos  Islands.  While  among  this  group 
of  islands,   he   captured   the  following   British 
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stiips,  (letters  of  marque)   employed  chiefly  in 
the  Spermaceti  Avhale  fisherj. 

Tons.  Men.  Guns.  Pierced  Jvi^ 


Monte  zenma 

270 

21 

2 

Policy 

175 

26 

10 

18 

Georgiana 

280 

25 

6 

18 

Greenwich 

388 

25 

10 

20 

Atlantic 

355 

24 

8 

20 

Rose 

220 

21 

8 

20 

Hector 

270 

25 

11 

20 

Catherine 

270 

29 

8 

18 

Seringapatam 

357 

31 

14 

26 

Charlton 

274 

21 

10 

18 

New-Zealander 

259 

23 

8 

IS 

Sir  A.  Hammond 

3U1 

31 

12 

18 

34j6  302    lor 

The  Atlantic  received  the  new  name  of  the 
Essex  Junior,  was  equipped  with  W  guns,  and 
ht  r  coniinand  given  to  Lieut.  Downs. 

Lieut.  Downs  convoyed  some  of  the  prizes  to 
Va'.pvtfaiso ;  and  Capt.  Porter  on  the  return  of 
l^iv'ut.  Downs,  proceeded  wiih  tlie  other  prizes  to 
the  island  of  Nooaheevah,  where  he  cvet  hauled 
his  ship,  ti.ok  on  board  a  supjily  of  provisions, 
and  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  12tli 
Decern  her.  ISiS. 

Previous  to  sailing  from  Nooaheevah,  he  se- 
cured his  prizes  under  the  gtius  of  a  battery, 
■which  he  erected  for  their  protection,  and  left 
the  hattei'v  in  eharge  of  Lieut.  Gaaihle,  and  21 
marines,  wilh  orders  to  proceed  to  Valparaiso, 
after  a  certain  period.  A  friendly  intercoursft 
was  esuldished  with  the  natives;  and  the  island 
t/iken  |)OHsessioii  of.  in  the  name  of  the  llnit»-d 
States,  lie  arrived  on  tlio  toast  of  Chili  tli« 
l;2tLi  January,  18U-. 

T 
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The  captain  detailed  bis  success  in  the  follow- 
jng  words : 

«'  r  had  completely  broke  np  the  British  navi£::a- 
tion  in  the  Pacific;  the  vessels  which  had  not  been 
canlured,  were  laid  up,  and  dared  not  venture  out. 
The  valuable  whale  fishery  there,  is  entirely  ue- 
stroyed,  and  the  actual  injury  we  have  done  them, 
may  be  estimated  at  two  and  a  half  millions  oi  dol- 
lars, independent  of  expenses  of  vessels  in  search 
of  me.  They  have  furnished  me  amply  with  sails, 
cordage,  cables,  anchors,  provisions,  medicines,  -.nid 
stores  of  every  (iescripiion  :  and  the  slops  on  board 
them  have  furnished  cloth  ng  for  the  seameu.  We 
had,  in  fciCt,  lived  on  the  enen  y  sidce  1  had  been  in 
that  sea,  every  prize  having  provfd  a  well  found 
store-ship  for  me.  I  had  not  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  bills  on  the  dep  frtmenc  for  any  ol>- 
jectand  had  been  enabled  to  make  considerable  ad- 
vances to  my  officers  and  crew  on  account  of  pay.'* 

After  arriving  at  Valparaiso,  he  found  him- 
self blockaded  hy  two  Rri-isli  ships  ;  the  Phoe- 
be, Com.  Ilill^ar,  cartving  30  long  l8poun()er8, 
4  6  32  pound  earronades.  one  howitzer,  and  six 
three-pounders  in  the  tops,  and  a  complement  of 
3'20  men  ;  and  the  Ch(rul),  mounting  28  guns,  and 
having  a  complement  of  180  men  ;  making,  to- 
gether, 81  guns,  and  500  nien.  The  force  of  the 
Essex  was  4.6  guns,  40  32  pound  carronades,  and 
six  long  12's.  her  crew  anmnated  to  2.'^5  men  — 
The  Essex-Junior  mounted  20  guns,  tO  18- 
pound  carronailes,  and  10  short  6's,  with  only 
60  men  on  board. 

Capt.  Porter  having  sought  in  vain  to  bring 
on  an  action  with  anv  one  of  the  enemv,  bad  re- 
solved on  putting  to  sea.  in  the  hope  of  out-sail- 
ing them.  On  tlie  28th  March,  181*,  during 
a  hcsih  hlow  of  wind,  the  Essex  parted  her  lar- 
toard  euble,  and  dragged  the  starboard  anchor 
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direedy  io  sea.  Finding  Iiiinself  in  this  situa- 
tjon.  lie  hoisted  sail,  and  go(  undti*  way.  On 
rou  iding  a  point  of  land,  a  heav^  squall  struck 
t'le  ship,  and  carried  awaj  her  main  top  mast, 
precipitating  the  men  \^ho  were  aloli.  i  ;to  the 
sea.  Being  chased  Uy  the  two  enemy's  ships, 
and  unable  to  gain  his  lormer  ancliorage,  he  ran 
close  into  a  small  hay,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  I.^ewaj'd  of  the  batferj-.  on  the  east  side 
of  the  harbour,  and  let  go  his  anchor,  within  pis- 
tol shot  of  the  shore. 

I(  was  in  this  situation,  that  his  crippled  ship 
and  reduced  crew  were  attacked,  in  a  neutral 
port,  contrary  to  the  laws  ol  nations,  by  two 
ships  of  the  enemy.  The  Essex  was  carried, 
but  a  prize  has  never  been  boiiglit  at  a  dearer 
rate.  The  action  lasted  nearly  two  hours  and  a 
half.  The  Cherub,  from  her  eiippled  >(ate,  w<'s 
compelled  to  haul  off,  hut  continued  to  fire  at  a 
distance  from  her  long  guns.  The  Phoebe  also 
f^Uo^e.  after  suffering  considerably,  to  lire  from  a 
distance  wTtHTirr  Jong  guns,  while  the  Essex 
could  not  reach  him  with  her  earronades.  I'heie 
Dever  was  a  ship  moro  «ut^tjp  than  the  Essex, 
nor  that  suffered  more  in  men*  Sevenry  liiOn, 
including  officers,  were  all  that  remained  after 
the  action,  capable  of  doing  duty,  and  many  of 
the^e  severely  wouiidod. 

The  enemy  cor.tinucd  firing  for  several  minutes, 
and  killed  and  wounded  many  of  the  crew  of 
the  Essex,  after  her  colours  wci'e  struck,  and  an 
opposite  gun  fired,  to  show  that  resistance  had 
ceased.  Capt.  Porter  conceiving  it  was  inten- 
ded to  refuse  quarter,  was  on  <he  point  of  hoist- 
ing his  colours,  and  selling  his  life  as  dear  as 
possible,  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy  ceased. — 
The   PLcebe  was  so  cut  up,  that  she  was,   with 
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great  difficulty  w&rked  Into  Valparaiso,  and  it 
seemed  doubtful,  even  after  she  eauie  to  anchor, 
Tivhether  she  could  be  repaired  so  as  to  enable 
lier  to  double  Cape  Horn.  She  had  eighteen 
42-pound  sliot  tbruugh  her,  below  her  watei* 
3iiie.  No(bin,a:  but  the  smoothness  of  the  water 
saved  her  from  sinking.  Ha<l  the  Phcebe  and 
Cherub  dared  to  cojue  boldly  into  close  aciwiit 
ihey  would  have  been  undoubtedly  defeated — 
The  enemy's  loss  in  men  cannot  lie  ascertained, 
l)ut  must  have  been  very  severe.  That  of  the 
!Essex  was — 

Killed,  and  have  died  since  of  their  wounds,  58 
Severely  wounded         -         -         -         .  39 

Slighlly  wounded  ,         .         -         .  26 

pissing         .^>-.,«  31 

Total     -        -  ibk 

It  was  agreed  between  Capt.  Porter  and  Com. 
flillyar,  that  the  Kssex- Junior  should  be  dis^ 
armed,  and  employed  as  a  cartel,  to  bring  Capt. 
Porter  and  his  men  to  the  United  Stair^t?,  to  he 
Uiere  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  BritiaU 
prisooers  of  equal  rank.  Or.  the  5th  July,  the 
Essex  Jimicr  ;;;4^rrrti  off  New-York,  and  was 
overhauled  by  the  British  ship  Saturn.  Capt. 
Porter,  judging  from  (he  conduct  of  the  British 
officer,  that  be  would  violate  the  terms,  under 
>vhicb  the  Essex- Junior  had  sailed,  took  to  his 
boat;  and,  after  rowing  and  sailing  46  miles, 
reached  Long-Island. 

The  winter  season,  rendering  it  difficult  and 
dangerous  for  an  enemy's  fleet  to  remain  on  the 
American  coast,  to  the  northward  of  Virginia, 
it  was  conjectured  that  his  blockading  squadrort 
ivould  be  moved  to  the  southward,  nor  was  the 
conjecture  ill-founded.    It  waa  his  inteatioa  t« 
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effect  something  more  permanently  useful,  than 
•the  robhin.i^  of  private  property.  A  general  a- 
lavm  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants,  partieu- 
larly  i.i  the  cities,  aiong  the  sea  coast.  It  was 
also  ascertained,  that  great  preparations  wero 
making,  and  several  thousand  men  collected  in 
the  West-Indies,  with  the  avowed  intention  ot 
invading  some  of  the  southern  states. 

At  4-  o'clock,  p.  M.  on  the  l.^ith  September, 
1814,  Fort  Bowyer,on  Mobile  Point,  wa«  attack- 
ed by  a  superior  British  naval  and  land  furee. — 
The  naval  force  was  under  command  of  Sir  H. 
"^V.  Percy,  and  consisted  of  two  ships  from  2i  to 
28  guns,  mounting  32  pound  carronades;  2  brigs 
from  16  to  IS  guns,  mounting  ii-pound  carron- 
ades, and  4- tenders.  The  land  forces  consisted 
of  100  marines  under  command  of  Col.  Nicholls. 
a  body  of  Indians  under  command  of  Captnir^ 
Woidbine,  and  a  battery  of  a  12  pounder  and 
howitzer  under  direction  of  an  officer  of  the  ar- 
tillery. The  American  effective  force  was  about 
120  men,  of  whom  nut  more  than  90  were  en- 
gaged. 

At  4  p.  M.  the  enemy*s  leading  ship,  called 
the  Hermes,  having  approached  sufficiently  near, 
the  guns  of  the  battery  opened  upon  her:  at  20 
minutes  past  4,  the  engagement  became  general. 
Soon  after  this  time,  the  British  land  forces 
were  put  to  flight,  by  discharges  of  grape  and 
cannister,  from  a  9  pounder.  At  5,  P;  m.  the 
guns  of  the  Hermes  were  silenced,  and  she  drift- 
ed out,  and  grounded  within  600  yards  of  the 
battery,  where  she  continued  to  be  fired  on,  un* 
til  night.  At  sun-set  the  other  vessels  cut  theii" 
cables,  and  stood  on,  under  a  tremendous  fire* 
ii'om  the  battery.     At  a  quarter   past  ~,  *^ 
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licrines  appeared   to  be   on  fire;  at  10  her  uia^ 
guziiie  blew   up. 

It  was  learned,  from  (l.^scrters,  that  169  of  the 
crew  of  the  Hermes  were  lost,  tbat  75  were  kiil- 
etl  or  wounded  on  board  the  otber  ship,  and  sev- 
eral on  board  (be  other  vessels.  I'be  American 
Joss  was  4.  killed  and  5  wounded.  Major  Wil- 
liam Lawrence  commanded  at  the  fort.  On  the 
IGth  the  enemj''s  fleet  stood  to  sea. 

I'he  appearance  of  bO  or  60  vessels  of  the  en- 
emy, in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  rendered 
it  almost  certain,  that  the  city  of  New-Orleans 
Avould  be  an  object  of  attack.  1'he  advance  of 
the  enemy  was  announced,  in  general  orders,  on- 
the  14th  December,  1814,  by  Gov.  Claiborne; 
and.  on  the  IStb,  Gen.  Jackson  reviewed  the 
itiilida,  preparatory  to  meeting  the  enem\. — . 
Martial  law  was  declared  on  the  16th.  The 
woodsmen  from  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  Kentucky,  hastened  to  the  scene 
<&f  honour  and  glory  ;  and  men,  of  different  lan- 
guages and  manners,  prepared  to  emulate  each 
other  in  defence  of  a  common  country,  and  a  li- 
berty io  which  <hey  alike  participated. 

On  the  13th  December,  the  enemy's  flotilla 
gained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  was  proceeding, 
evidently  against  the  U.  S.  gun  vessel,  then  at 
anchor  off  bay  St.  Louis.  'Jhe  gun-boats  re- 
treated, during  the  night,  to  the  Malhereaux 
islands.  Lake  Borgne,  where  the  wind  and  tide 
forced  them  to  remain.  At  day-light,  on  the 
15th,  the  enemy  advanced  with  i2  heavy  launches 
and  gi!n  barges,  mounting  42  guns,  of  i2, 18,  and 
:24.  calibre,  and  3  light  gigs,  with  1200  men,  corn* 
aianded  by  Captain  Locker. 

At  10  minutes  before  11,  A.  m.  he  commenc- 
•A  a^i  attacli  on  the  flotillaji    CQQsisting  of  gun^ 
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l»oaf  No.  .T,  5  guns,  36  inen,  sailing-master  Fer- 
ris ;  gun-ho.it  No.  23,  Uve  guns,  39  mt-n,  Lieut. 
M'lveevcr;  gunboat  No  13",  five  guns.  4i  mcn^ 
Lieut.  .Tones  ;  gun-boat  No.  i62,  b  gu  ;s,  35  nien^ 
Lieut.  St)t'd(len  ;  and  gun-boaf  No.  163,  3  guns, 
31  nien»  saiiiog master  Uli'ick — total,  2b  gnns, 
and  18^  men  ;  tbe  entiri'  under  command  ol* 
Lieut.  Thus.  Ap.  Catespj  Jones,  «»i'boat  156. 

Tbe  sloop  Alligato;-  (tendiT)  of  one  four  poun- 
der  and  eight  nun,  not  being  able  to  join  tbe  flo- 
tilla, was  captured,  belore  the  action  with  the 
gUQ-boats  commiMieed. 

Tbe  gunboats  were  taken  in  snceession,  and 
cnch  boat,  when  taken,  added  lo  ihe  enemy's 
liuo  of  attack.  'I'be  action  continued  until  iQ 
minutes  past  1:2,  when  the  last  of  the  gun-boats 
was  surrendered. 

Considering  tbe  immense  disproportion  of  tbe 
parties,  tbe  action  was  sustained,  on  tbe  part  of 
the  Americans  wiih  a  skill,  bravery,  and  perse- 
verance, unexampled,  even  in  tbe  most  spirited 
of  tbe  actions  wbieh  distinguished  the  American 
seamen  in  the  pro  ious  pari  of  tbe  war.  Five 
small  vessels,  and  a  few  men,  maintaining  a  con- 
test for  an  hour  and  a  half,  against  a  swarm  of 
heavy  barges  and  gun-boats,  which  closed  and 
nearly  surrounded  tliem,  was  a  sight  unparallel- 
led  in  tbe  annals  of  naval  heroism.  'I'he  loss  of 
the  enemy,  in  killed  awl  wounded,  was  estimated 
by  Lieut.  Jones,  to  exceed  300,  among  whom 
vere  an  unusual  quantity  of  officers. 

The  capture  of  this  Hotllla  gave  to  tbe  enemy 
a  free  entrance  into  Lake  Pooohartrain,  except 
what  resistance  they  might  meet  from  a  small 
fort  commanding  (he  passage  of  the  Regolettes, 

Tl>e  enemy,  having  gained  the  command  of 
pi&.  lakes,  was  eaakcd  to  efect  a  passage  to  iki^ 
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Mississippi,  at  a  point,  about  nine  miles  from 
Kew-Oi'leans.  Gen.  Jiit'kson  advantMf}  H^ainst 
liim,  determined  to  atta^'k  him  in  his  fii-st  |>osi« 
tion.  The  attack  was  made  in  fhe  night  of  the 
23d  Decemljer,  at  half  past  seven  o'elisek.  It 
"Wiis  commeneed  by  a  fire  from  the  schooner  Ca- 
roline, Mhich  dropped  down  the  river,  in  order 
to  open  on  Che  rear  of  the  eamp,  'I'his  was  the 
signal  for  Gen.  Coffee  to  fall  on  the  right,  while 
Gen.  Jaekson  attacked  the  left  near  the  river. — 
It  resulied  honourablj^'  to  (he  Ameiiean  arms  f 
but  produced  nothing  dceisive.  The  enemy's, 
force  amounted  to  about  3000  men  ;  that  of  Gen. 
Jackson  did  not  exceed  ioOO.  'J'heo  nfliet  last- 
ed an  hour,  and  was  supported  with  great  firm- 
ness. Gen.  Jaekson  remained  on  the  field  uniil 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  took  a  new 
position  two  miles  nearer  (he  ciiy  ;  having  lost 
in  this  affiiir,  24  killed,  115  wounded,  and  74 
missing — total  213. 

The  enemy  succeeded,  on  the  27th,  in  blowing 
up  the  Caroline,  (she  being  bcealmcd)  by  means 
of  hot  shot,  from  a  land  battery,  erected  in  the 
night.  On  the  2Sth,  he  advanced  with  his  whole 
foiee,  against  Gen.  Jackson,  in  the  hope  of  driv- 
ing him  from  his  position,  and  with  this  view 
opened  a  fire  with  bonibs  and  i-ockets,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  half  a  mile.  The  enen\>  was  re- 
pulsed, with  the  loss  of  about  120  men.  'Hie 
Americans  Inst  seven  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  1st  January,  1815, 
tbe  enemy  had  advanced  within  600  yards  of  the 
American  breast  works,  under  cover  of  night 
and  a  heavy  fog,  and  had  erected  the  preceding 
uiglit,  three  different  batteries,  mounting  in  alt 
15  guns,  from  6's  to  32's.  \bout  eight  oNlofk, 
^hea  tiie  fog  cl<;ared  off;  the^  cowmeuced  u  mds^ 
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tpemendous  fire  upon  the  Ameiicans,  but  it  was 
amply  returned  by  Ihein,  and  a  heavy  cannonad- 
ing was  kept  up,  without  the  least  interval  on 
either  side,  except  that  occasioned  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  magazine  in  the  rear  of  one  of  the 
American  batteries,  and  another  magazine  ia 
the  night,  owing  to  the  enemy's  Congreve  rock- 
ets, iiy  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Ame- 
ricans had  dismoutited  all  the  enemy's  guns,  ex- 
cept two.  They  retreated,  during  tlie  night,  to 
their  strong  hold,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  tlie  American  camp.  Twice  did  tlie  ene- 
my attempt  to  storm  and  carry  the  American 
batteries,  hut  were  as  often  deceived.  On  ISew- 
Year's  day,  tiie  loss  of  the  Americans  was  11 
killed,  and  23  hadly  wounded.  That  of  the  en- 
emy, from  the  accounts  of  two  prisoners  taken 
on  thai  day,  and  three  deserters  afterwards,  must 
have  been  much  greater. 

According  ss  the  -\Vf.'od§ruei5  arrrrTd  to  tbd 
aid  of  Gen.  Jackson's  army,  they  were  dispose  d 
of  to  the  best  advantage,  for  tlie  purpose  of  de- 
fence ;  but  these  forces  not  bei!)g  of  a  very  ef- 
:ficient  nature,  especially  as  the  men  could  not 
be  all  provided  with  the  necessary  arms,  the 
general  could  not  attempt  any  thing  against  an 
enemy,  who  was  thus  left  to  pursue,  undisturb- 
ed, his  laborious  operations. 

During  the  days?  of  the  6th  and  Tth,  the  en- 
emy had  been  actively  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  an  attack  on  Jackson's  lines. — ,. 
AVith  infinite  lahour,  they  had  succeeded  on  the 
night  of  the  7lh,  in  getting  their  boats  across 
from  the  lake  to  the  river,  by  widening  and 
deepening  the  canal,  on  which  they  had  efHeted 
their  disembarkation. 

Cit^O*  Jackson  was  on  the  left  side  of  the  rlvejf^ 
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palientlj'  waiting  the  attack.  Geuei-al  Morgaoj 
villi  tiie  New- Orleans  coniingent,  the  1  uuisiuna 
militia,  and  a  delaclniient  of  Kentiiek^  ti-uop^, 
occupied  an  entienclied  camp  on  I  lie  opposite 
side  of  ilie  livt^r,  protected  b\  strong  batteries 
o;i  the  bank;  superintended  bv,  Couiuiodore  Pat- 
terson. 

On  Sunday,  the  8(li.  at  6  12  oVIoek,  a.  m. 
the  en*;n)j  began  a  verv  heavy  cannonade  upi  n 
Hie  Anw  rican  lines,  from  Lis  batteries  of  IS  uud 
i'Z  pour  ders,  supported  by  the  musketry  of  2.^00 
iKcn,  who  marched  in  close  columns,  and  ad- 
vanced nearer  than  musket  shot  distance  to  the 
entrenchments,  aimed  w'liU  rockets,  obuses  and 
facines,  to  sform  the  hatteiics  :  they  directed 
their  principal  attack  against  the  head  of  the 
line,  flanked  by  the  river,  and  upon  the  left  rest- 
ing uport  the  cipress  swamp,  as  well  as  against 
the  liraiHeurs  and  rinemen,  placed  above  the 
said  swamp;  the  roaring  of  the  guns  and  firing 
of  the  musketry,  lasted  two  hours  and  a  quar- 
ter ;  the  enemy's  mortars,  although  dii  ected  a- 
gainst  the  centre,  did  no  harm  to  the  troops, 
the  bursting  of  their  bombs  in  the  works  was  of 
no  effect.  Two  British  offi  ers,  and  one  French 
engineer,  of  the  name  of  Rennie,  who  had  gain- 
ed the  sumn^it  of  the  American  parapet,  (sie 
yronijspiece.)  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  maile 
prisoners  ;  (the  engineer  and  one  colonel  waij 
killed  ;)  after  this  terrible  aff;iir,  the  field,  in 
front  of  the  works,  was  strewed  with  British 
vounded  and  killed. 

Gen  .T.icksun  thus  briefly  details  the  particu- 
Jars  of  attack. 

"  In  my  encampment  every  thing  was  ready  for 
•a<;tion  ;  when  early  on  the  mornint;;  of  the  8th,  the 
yiQexny,  af.er  throwing  a  shower  of  bombs  unci  Coa* 
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greve  rockets,  advanced  their  columns  at  my  right 
and  left  to  storm  my  entrenchjneni>.  i  cannot  speak 
sufficiently  in  p  aise  of  he  firmness  and  deliberation 
with  which  my  whole  line  received  their  approach. 
More  coull  not  h.ive  been  expected  from  veterans 
iiiued  to  war.  For  an  hour,  he  fire  of  snail  arms 
^as  as  iricess  nt  and  severe  as  cm  be  imagined  — 
Tiie  a  tillery,  too,  directed  by  officers  who  display  d 
equal  skill  and  courag- ,  did  gieat  excicu  ion.  Yet 
the  columns  of  he  enemy  continued  to  advance  with 
a  firmness  which  reflects  upon  them  the  greatest 
credit-  I  wice,  tiie  coiu  mii,  which  approached  me 
on  my  left,  was  repuist  d  by  the  troops  of  (ieneral 
Ca  roi,  those  f  G  ii.  Coffee,  and  a  division  of  the 
Keruu.:kv  militia,  and  twice  th*  y  forated  again,  and 
renewed  the  .issault-  Ai  length,  however,  cut  t« 
pit-ces,  they  fl-;d  in  confusion  tiom  the  fi=; Id,  leaving 
it  covered   with  tueir  dead  an  i  w>)U;ided." 

ShuuU.iueouslv  wiiii  nu^  a  tucK  on  den.  Jack- 
son's lirn's.  an  atta  'k  was  made  'm  tlir*  works  of 
Gen  Mn'^an  Had  the  eniMjiv  f)pen  met  wi!fi 
resolufiori  in  this  attack,  it  must  have  nrodueed 
Ills  entire  desfcuetion  ;  hut.  unfor'tunafely,  the 
Ke  .tu -ky  reinloreements  in;^'or'iou-i|y  Hed,  draw- 
inj*  after  thein,  by  their  exaiupl*'.  the  nMnaindep 
of  the  forces,  and  leavinj*  the  batteries  to  the 
enetny  ;  not,  liowever,  until  after  (he  gins  vvere 
spiked.  Wiiile  General  Juekson  was  ;ir.Miaring 
to  dislodge  (he enemy  from  the  captured  hatti  ry, 
the  British  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  i»ost 
re  occupied  by  the  AmerieaJis. 

The  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  ;»risoT- 
ers.  taken  at  the  battle  of  Mae  Piardies'  p.  n- 
(ition.  on  the  left  bank  of  (he  Mis'»issij)t>i.  o!i 
the  morning  uf  the  8th  .Tanuary.  t81.^,  and  five 
mi'es  below  the  city  of  \ew  Orleans,  consisted 
of — killed,  700  ^  wouoded,  liOO  ;  prisoners,  509 
— total  ^Z6G0. 
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Among  the  slain,  were  General  Sir  Edward 
Paekenham,  the  chief,  and  Gen.  Gibbs,  the  third 
jn  command ;  Gen.  Keane,  the  second  in  com- 
mand, was  severely  wounded.  Geo.  Lambert 
succeeded  to  tlie  coniniarid- 

His  total  loss,  in  the  different  engagements, 
was  not  prohahlj  less  than  SbOO ;  and  was,  by 
many,  supposed  to  exceed  iOOi).  1  he  lo:^s  to 
the  Americans,  on  the  S^h,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  was  t3  killed,  otf  wound»*d.  and  19  misring; 
total  killed,  w-miided  and  mi  s  ng,  this  day.  71  ; 
ol'thid  number  there  Mere  but  six  killed,  and 
seven  wounded,  in  the  action  of  the  line. 

The  enemy  intended  to  pass  Fort  Philip,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces  in  the 
attack  on  New  Orleans.  On  the  l^th  Jiinuary, 
at  half  past  3  P.  M.  the  enemy's  bomb  vesse  9 
opened  their  fire  against  the  fort,  from  four  sea- 
mortavR,  2  of  them  13  inches,  and  2  of  10.  at  >o 
great  a  distance,  that  the  shot  from  the  foi-t 
could  not  reach  him.  The  enemy's  fire  copti'i- 
Ued  with  little  intermission,  and  with  little  in- 
terruption from  the  foit.  during  the  10th,  llth» 
lith,  IStli,  14th.  15tb,  lt5th  anil  17fh.  On  the 
evening  of  the  17th,  a  heavy  mortar  was  got  in 
readiness,  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  with  great 
effect.  At  day  light  on  the  18th,  the  enenn  re- 
tired, after  having  thrown  upwards  of  1000  heavy 
shells,  besides  small  shells,  from  the  howitzers, 
round  shot  and  grape,  which  he  discharged  from 
hoats,  under  cover  of  the  night.  Scarcely  ten 
feet  of  the  garrison  remained  untouched  ;  yet 
the  loss  of  men  was  small,  consisting  of  two  kil- 
led, and  seven  wounded.  This  saving  of  men 
was  owing  to  the  great  pains  taken  by  the  offiocri 
to  keep  their  men  under  cover. 

Ail  the  enemy's  movements,   after  the  action 
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rf  <]ie  Sth  of  January,  were  calculated  (o  secure 
his  relreat,  slioald  su"h  prove  necessary,  as  up- 
pHar.inees  ^Ul•a  indicated  tliat  it  would.  Their 
intentioa  was,  however,  masked  by  a  mena  -ing 
aftidud',  as  if  preparing  for  a  renewal  of  the  at- 
tatk  on  Jackson's  line.  They  bad  erected  bat- 
teries to  cover  their  retreat,  in  advantageous 
positions,  from  their  original  encampment  to  tne 
B;t\ou,  through  which  they  entered  lake  Bourg- 
ne.  riu^  <  annon  placed  on  these  batteries  could 
have  raked  a  pursuing  army  ia  every  direction. 
The  situation  of  (he  ground,  through  which  they 
retired,  was  protected  by  canals,  redoubts,  en- 
trenchmenrs,  and  swamps,  on  the  right  ;  and  the 
river  on  the  left. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Jackson  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  prudence,  as  he  before 
proved  his  courage ;  and,  by  uniting  both  quali- 
lit's.  perfected  the  general.  Since  the  action  of 
Ihe  HtU.  the  artillevy.  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
was  constantly  employed  in  annoying  the  enemy, 
A'J  attempt  to  st  rm  iiss  batteries  would  have 
produci'd  great  slaughfer  among  the  Americans, 
bven  doubtful  of  success,  and  might  possibly 
have  induced  the  enemy  to  delay  his  departuse. 
It  was  therefore  resolved  by  (ien.  Jackson  to  se* 
cure  (he  advantage  obtained,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible loss  or  hazard. 

AH  ho))e  \vitich  the  enemy  had  of  reducing 
fort  Pitilip.  had  vanished;  and  on  the  uight  of 
the  ISth  the\  preci.iitatcly  decamped,  and  re- 
turned to  their  shipping,  leaving  behind  them  80 
oftlieir  wounded,  li-  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
and  an  immense  number  of  ball,  having  destroy- 
ed mu<  h  of  their  powder. 

IMr.  Sl'ieltls,  purser  in  the  navy,  wrote  letters 
'fto  the  loth  and  17 Ih  of  January,*  to   Mr.  JSilesj 
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of  Ba]<imore,  eontainingmueh  iuibrmation,  from 
wliicli  the  foilowiog;  is  extracted  : 

<*  The  day  after  the  gun-boats  -were  taken,  I  was 
sert  d<  wn  unrier  a  flag  of  truce,  to  ascertain  the  fate 
of  cur  oftictrs  and  men,  with  power  to  negotiate  an 
exchange,  especially  for  the  wounded.  But  the  en- 
emy would  make  no  terms — they  treated  the  flagf 
with  contempt,  and  myself  and  the  surgeon,  who 
was  with  me,  as  prisoners,  until  the  18th  inst.  He 
lias  now  lowered  his  tone,  and  begs  the  exchange 
that  we  offered.  Defeat  has  bumbled  the  arrogance 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  promised  his  soldiers  forty" 
/:ighi  hours  pillage  and  rapine  of  the  City  of  Netv 
Orleans  /  .'" 

On  the  autliorify  of  judge  Poindexter,  it  i» 
stated,  that  <' the  watoh-vord  atid  counlersign 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  mornin.^  cf  the  8th,  was 
BEALTY  ami  BOOTY.  Comment  is  unneees- 
s  ir\  on  these  signincarjt  allusions  held  out  to  a 
lieentious  fcoldieiy.  Had  vicJorj  declared  on 
their  side,  the  scenes  of  Havre  de  Grace,  of 
IJan^.pton.  of  Alexaiubia,  and  of  St.  Sebastians, 
would,  Mithout  doubf,  have  been  re  acted  at  N. 
Orleans,  widi  all  the  unfeeiii)g  a!)d  brutal  inhu- 
manity of  the  savage  foe  with  whom  we  are  eon- 
tending." 

Thus  ended,  iu  disgrace  and  discom.fiture  to 
the  enemv,  an  expedition  \\hich  occupied  seve- 
ral months  in  its  preparation,  and  was  compos- 
ed of  at  least  10.000  troops,  drawn  from  al- 
n-ost  every  part  of  the  W'  rid,  where  the  Bri- 
tish liad  garrisons  or  soldiers.  Nothing  was 
leit  undone  to  secure  the  occupation  of  an  iui- 
Biense  province,  and  the  comuiand  of  a  river  ex- 
tending thousands  of  miles  through  the  most 
fertile  countries  in  the  world  ;  and  on  which  se- 
\eral  of  the  United  States  depend  as  an  outlet 
and  market  for  their  produce. 
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That  a  permanent  occupation  of  New-Orleans, 
and  the  state  of  Louisiana,  was  intended,  can 
scarcely  be  doubted.  Tha  fact  that  revenue 
and  other  civil  oHleers,  to  reside  at  New- Or- 
leans, were  on  board  the  iitet,  is  a  sufficient 
evidenie  of  tiiis  fact,  as  well  as  it  is  of  the  cer* 
tainty  with  which  victory  was  counted  on  ;  nop 
is  this  rendered  doubtful,  by  the  eireumstauce, 
that  the  battle  was  foui^ht  after  the  treaty  oi;' 
peace  was  ratified  by  the  British  govern aient. 
The  expedition  against  New- Orleans  was  plan- 
ned long  l>efore  the  signing  of  peace,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  Avavering  and  quibbling  policy  of 
Kngland  induced  the  Atnerican  eonuuissioners 
at  Ghent,  to  write  to  their  governmi-nt.  «<  that 
too  hopes  of  peace,  as  likely  to  resuU  from  it, 
(the  negotiation)  could  be  entertained." 

From  an  olTieial  account,  it  a4>neared,  that 
the  number  of  men  under  command  of  General 
Jackson,  and  actually  engaged  against  the  cn- 
«my,  on  the  8th  January,  amounted  to  4,6ys. — 
1'he  enemy's  force,  by  his  own  account,  exceed- 
ed 10,000. 

By  an  article  in  a  Jamaica  paper,  of  the  3d 
Dceemhei',  it  was  stated,  that  the  expedition 
then  prepared  to  go  against  the  United  Slates, 
iiider  command  of  Sir  Alexander  Cothranc,  and 
IVidj.  Gen.  Keane,  (uie  same  that  afterwards  en- 
tered the  Mississippi,)  couaistcd  of  1  sliip  of  SO 
guns,  5  of  7*,  3  of  50,  1  of  i4,  6  of  38,  2  of  3b"« 
.S  of  32,  3  of  16,  2  of  1*,  and  3  of  6  guns— Total 
23;  carrying  1084  guns,  besides  a  great  num- 
ber of  cutters,  transports.  6to. 

On  the  2ist  .Tan.  Gen.  Jackson  directed  an  ad- 
dress to  be  publicly  read  at  the  head  of  each  of 
the  corps  composing  the  lines  near  New-Orleans. 
li  must  have  been  a  difficult  and  delicate  task  to 
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t!o  justice  to  individuals,  where  all  acted  so  weir^ 
jnoviHg,  in  the  general's  words,  "that  a  rampart 
ef  high  minded  men  is  a  hetter  defence,  than 
llie  most  regular  foriification." 

This  address  contained  the  following  emphati- 
*al  paragraph. 

"  Reasoning  always  from  false  principles  they 
(the  enemy)  expected  little  opposition  from  men 
whose  officers  even  were  not  in  uniform,  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  rules  of  dress,  and  who  had  never 
been  caned  into  discipline — -fatal  mistake  1  a  fire  in- 
cessunlly  kept  up,  directed  with  calmness,  and  witU 
unerring  aim,  strewed  the  field  with  the  brave  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  coiufnn,  which  slowly  advanced, 
according  to  the  most  approved  rules  ot  Europi  an 
tactics,  and  was  cut  down  by  the  untutored  courage 
of  the  American  militia.  Unable  to  sustain  this  gal- 
ling and  unceasing  fire,  some  hundreds  nearest  the 
entrenchments  called  for  quarters,  which  was  grant- 
ed— the  rest,  retreating,  were  rallied  at  some  dis- 
tnnce,  but  only  to  make  them  a  surer  mark  for  the 
grape  and  cannister  shot  of  our  artillery,  which, 
Avithout  ex  'ggeration,  mowed  down  tuhole  ranks  at 
every  discharge  ;  and,  at  length,  they  precipit^telyf 
retired  from  the  field." 

''I'he  following  officers  and  volunteers  are  par- 
licular'y  noticed  hy  the  g(•n^■^;il :  Geneials  t'of- 
fcjp,  Cairoll,  Adair,  de  Flanjac,  Villere.  Mor* 
gan.  Ilmnbert.  (acting  as  a  vtduntecr.)  \iexican; 
Field  Mai'sha!  Don  Juan  de  ^navar.  ■  volnnleer  :) 
Colonels  Ross.  Dyer,  Gihson,  Elliot,  iM'Rea, 
Perry,  De  la  R<mde,  Haynes.  Piatt,  Anderson, 
(killed.)  and  Adjf.  Gen/  Ccd.  Buder;  l.ieut. 
Col.  Lauderdale,  (killed:)  Majors  Flinds,  Blan- 
che, Carmae.  St.  Geme,  Nicks,  Chotard.  Davis, 
Hampton,  I'atum.  Tiaealliere  de  la  l^our,  and 
La  Chaste  and  Dagain,  commanding  two  corps  of 
coloured    Dien  j  Captains    Baker,    Huoi]>hreyS) 
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Savai'v,  Beal,  Ogden,  Lewis.  Livingston,  Lefe- 
bre,  Pinnehard,  Smith,  Griffin,  Muhon,  (killed,) 
Pace,  (killed.)  and  the  bioihers  Lafitte  and  Do- 
niinique,  and  Belluche,  (ilarratariaas  ;)  Lieu- 
tenants M'CleUan.  (killed.)  Dupy,  Spotts,  Kerr, 
Alexis,  Crawford,  (killed.)  and  Loach  ;  Com- 
modore Pattei'&on,  Captain  Ilenly,  Lieutenants 
Norris  and  (Trowly,  and  Midaliipman  Erasmus 
Wat  kins,  of  the  Navy;  Aids-de-eamp  I'hos.  D. 
Butier.  John  Read,  Livingston,  Diuican,  Grymes. 
Duplessis,  and  De  Castera  ;  Doctors  Kerr  and 
Flood  ;  Judge  Lewis,  (volunteer  :)  and  Messrs. 
Chauveau,  Hiriart,  Lairohe,  Gilbert^  Bosquet^ 
and  Deeoin. 

Several  desperate  characters,  eilizen*  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  foreigners,  natives  of 
different  countries,  had  associated  themselves  in? 
to  a  band  of  pirates,  under  i\iQ  chief  Lalitte,  and 
had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  island  of 
Bairataria,  near  the  mouth  of  the  ^iississippi. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  caused  tins 
unlawful  establishment  to  he  hrolien  up.  The 
expedition  against  the  Barralarians,  took  posses- 
sion of  all  (he  piratical  vessels,  their  priz'.-s,  and 
a  considerable  quamity  of  arms  and  property, 
withoat  opposition,  on  the  16tli  September,  iSli. 
7'he  ^esse!s  tiius  taken,  consisJed  of  six  schoo- 
ners, and  one  felucca,  cruisers  and  prizes  of  tlie 
pirates,  one  brig,  a  prize,  and  2  armed  se'uoaaers, 
both  in  line  of  battle  with  the  armed  vt-ssels  of 
the  pirates.  The  establishment  on  shore,  which 
vas  also  taken  possession  of,  conjsisled  of  about 
40  houses.  The  pirates  had  mount ''d  on  thcie 
vessels  Hi  pieces  of  cannon,  of  difftM'ent  calibres, 
and  their  number  consisted  of  between  SOO  and 
1000  men,  of  all  nations  and  colours.  The  ex- 
jcdition  against  the  pirates  was  under  coiuuwu^; 
z  3 
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of  Com.  Patterson,  of  the  navy,  having  on  board 
a  detachment  of  laud  troops,  under  coinuianU  of 
Coj.  Ross. 

The  Barratarian  pirates  took  part  in  the  do- 
fence  of  New-Orleans,  against  the  British^  anct 
were  both  active  and  serviceable.  It  was,  also, 
satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  they  had,  previ- 
<Mis  to  their  dispersion,  refused  an  alliance  with 
the  British,  rejecting  the  raost  seducing  terms 
Qf  invitation.  Induced  by  these  considerations^ 
and  at  the  recommendation  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  President 
of  the  Ut^ited  States  granted  to  such  of  then* 
as  aided  in  defence  of  New- Orleans,  a  full  par- 
don for  all  ofienccs  against  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  committed  previous  to  tlie  &lh  Janu^ 
ary,  1815. 

The  enemy,  aftep  being  defeated  near  New- 
Orleans,  turned  his  attention  to  the  state  of 
Geoi'gia^  and,  from  appearances,  intended  a 
\isit  to  Savannah.  The  unprepared  state  of 
Georgia,  and  the  dreadful  character  of  the  en- 
emy, caused  a  great  alarm  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  state. 

On  the  11th  January,  1815,  the  enemy,  to 
the  number  of  1500  oi*  2000  men,  effected  a 
landir.g  on  Cumberland  island.  On  the  13th, 
Point  Petre  was  carried  by  storm;  and,  on  the 
following  day,  St.  Clary's  capitulated,  inconse- 
quence of  a  flag  sent  from  the  inhabitants  of 
tJie  town.  The  enemy  evacuated  Point  Petre 
and  St.  Mary's,  the  21st  January,  after  burning 
the  barracks,  and  blowing  up  the  fori.  Had  the 
enemy  attempted  Savannah,  he  would  have  met 
a  reception  similar  to  that  experienced  at  New- 
Orleans.  No  people  ever  turned  out  more  gen-. 
eraWy,  or  ^j-ith  more  alacrity,  tbaa  the  mea  of 
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Georgia.  The  militia,  in  every  part  of  the 
state,  were  in  motion,  when  tlie  news  of  ptaee, 
and  retreat  of  the  enemy  reached  them.  WiiiJc 
the  enenjy  was  marching  against  Point.  Petre, 
Capt.  Massias,  of  the  1st  U.  S.  rifle  corjis,  at  the 
head  of  60  men,  attempted  to  a|»pose  1000,  eom- 
niitted  considerable  havoc  among  the  enemy, 
and  retreated,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed,  four 
wounded,  and  nine  missing. 

The  fortress  of  Mobiie,  within  the  limits  o£ 
the  purchase  of  Louiisiana,  had  been  retained  by 
the  Spaniards,  notwithstanding  its  purchase  by 
the  United  States.  The  war  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  United  Slates  residered  it  ne- 
cessary to  occupy  this  place,  lest  it  should  fall 
into  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  Oii  the  15th 
Apri!,  1813,  Genera!  Wilkinson  appeared  before 
it,  at  the  head  of  a  respeptuble  force;  when,  the 
ga'-rison  being  summoned  to  surrender,  the  Spa- 
nish troops  were  imn.ediately  embarked  for  Pen- 
saeola  ;  and  Mobile  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  United  States'  troops. 

Pensacola.  although  a  Spanish  post,  was  not 
properly  entitled  to  the  chaiacter  of  neutral. — 
The  conduct  of  the  Spanish  governor  left  na 
doubt  as  to  his  attachment  to  the  British,  and 
his  hostile  disposition  toward  the  United  States. 

Pensacola  was  an  asylum  for  hostile  Indians; 
at  Pensacola,  they  were  armed,  provisioned,  and 
paid.  Pensacola  was  a  depot  of  British  arms, 
a  home  for  traitors  to  the  United  States,  and  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  every  ally  of  the  enemy, 
whether  white,  black,  or  red. 

As  soon  as  the  war  in  Europe  was  likely  to 
end,  and  Britain  at  liberty  to  direct  her  whole 
force  against  the  United  States,  the  understand- 
ing wiiJU  the  governof  of  Florida^  became  Jess 
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masked,  and  (he  Bntisli  officers  boldly  daledT 
their  public  acts  from  •'Head  Cluarlers,  Pensa' 
cola:* 

It  was  under  these  eireumstances  determin- 
ed to  attack  tiie  Briti<>h  at  ihejr  head  qiwvievs, 
and  to  storm  the  town,  although  defended  by 
strong  batteries,  and  supported  by  seven  armed 
British  vessels  in  the  bay.  On  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1814,  the  attack  was  made,  under  the  com- 
mand and  diiection  of  General  Jackson.  The 
following  animated  report  of  the  assault,  was 
m.^ule  by  (iencral  Jackson,  in  a  letter  to  Govern- 
or Kariy  : 

"  I  entered  sword  in  hand,  with  about  3000  brave 
followers,  in  the  face  of  Spanish  batteries,  and  a 
iJrltish  fleet  of  seven  sail,  anchored  abreast  and  oppo- 
site the  town.  The  English,  by  intrigue  and  base 
falsehood,  induced  the  Spaniards  to  abandon  the  works 
commanding  the  harbour,  enteicd  them  and  blew 
them  up,  otherwise  they  would  have  fallen  a  sacri- 
fice to  their  own  plans.  When  this  took  place,  the 
fl  et  being  at  liberty  to  go  out,  did  so  ;  and  I  evacu- 
ated the  town,  leaving  the  Spaniards  favourably  im- 
pressed with  our  conduct,  and  disgusted  with  theii^ 
British  friends." 

Fort  iJowyer  was  closely  besieged  by  land  and 
water,  on  the  8th  February,  1S15,  by  a  very 
large  foi-ce  of  the  enemy.  The  garrisim  con- 
sisted of  360  men,  including  officers,  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Col.  W.  Lawrence.  I'he  enemy  ad- 
Taneed  by  regular  approaches,  and  was  within 
certain  musket  shot  of  Hie  pai-apets  of  the  forty 
on  the  land  side,  when  the  garrison  was  surren- 
dered, on  the  12th,  by  capitulation. — There  were 
but  few  lives  lost  on  either  side. 

On  the  2*th  February,  six  barges  of  the  enemy 
j>roceeded  uj)  the  river  St.  Xvlary's,  with  a  view 
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to  burn  <he  mil !s  belonging  to  Mr.  A.  Clark.— 
Tliev  «ere  ojipostMl  by  a  few  patriots  from  tlie 
Florida  sliore,  when  ibe  boaJs  tacked  about  to 
retreat;  at  this  moment,  about  30  men  attJicked 
them  from  an  ambush  on  the  opposite  shore.— 
The  enemy  was  thus  plaeed  between  two  fiies, 
which  continued  to  gall  hiui  until  he  reached  a 
part  of  the  river,  where,  b\  keeping  the  centre, 
lie  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fire  from  bo(U 
shores.  The  enemy  lost  utiwaids  of  100  men. 
The  Americans  hud  only  one  man  wounded. 

The  U.  S.  ship  President.  tJom.  Dteatur  sail- 
ed ou  a  cruise  from  Vew  York,  the  lith  Janu- 
ary, lSi.5.  The  ship,  in  going  over  tlie  bar, 
grourded,  and  suffered  so  much  in  constquence, 
as  evidently  to  affect  her  sailing;  and  was  the 
cause  of  her  subsequent  capture,  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  At  3,  a.  m.  on  the  liith. 
Hie  President  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  squadron, 
consisting  of  tlie  Majestic,  razee;  Endymion, 
Pomone,  Penedos,  and  Despatch  brig.  The 
injury  done  to  the  President,  when  she  ground- 
ed off  the  Hook,  prevented  her  outsailing  (he 
enemy's  fleet.  The  Endymion  (n)ouniing  fifty 
guns,  24<  pounders,  on  the  main  deck)  having  ap- 
proached within  gun  shot,  commenced  a  firing 
at  5,  P.  M.  more  with  a  view  to  delay  than  lo 
try  strength  with  the  President.  The  latter, 
however,  was  enabled  to  bring  hep  guns  so  far 
to  bear,  as  to  sile.ice  the  Endymion.  and  to  put 
her.  by  8  o'clock,  fully  out  of  cmbut,  so  much 
crippled,  that  she  could,  with  great  difficulty,  be 
worked,  or  kept  atloat.  The  near  approach  of 
the  other  shijis,  obliged  the  President  to  aban- 
don a  vessel,  that  must,  if  not  supported  by  her 
ce,nsorts,  have  surrendered.  The  Ponione  and 
Teaedos,  came  up  iiad  engaged  the  President   at 
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the  same  time,  the  Majestic  being  also  withio 
gun  shot.  It  beinj^  useless  and  imprudent  to 
enga.:^e  so  overpowering  a  force,  Com.  Dieatur 
struck  his  flag,  a!ul  went  on  board  the  Majes* 
<ie,  where  he  delivered  his  sword  to  Capt.  llaySf 
the  senior  officer  of  the  squadron,  who  polikly 
returned  it.  The  written  parole  graiiJed  to 
Com.  Decatur,  specified  his  having  surrendered 
the  President  to  a  British  squadron  ;  thus  si,- 
lending  fhose  w!«o  wished  to  have  it  understood^ 
that  the  Comsnodoj-e  struck  his  flag  (o  a  single 
ship.  The  prize  monev,  arising  from  the  c^p- 
tuie  of  the  President,  was  divided  among  ih« 
crews  of  the  squadroiii  hy  which  she  was  cap- 
tured. 

1  he  loss  on  board  the  enenjy  could  not  be  as- 
eerfained ;  that  of  the  President  consisted  ot  24 
killed,  and  50  wouuded,  Ainoiig  ihe  killed,  were 
Lieutenanls  Rabbit,  Hamiifn,*,  and  Howell. 

Commodore  Decatur,  in  liis  oSi^'iai  report, 
"wrote  that  »«a  considerable  number  of  his  killed 
and  wounded  was  from  the  fire  of  the  Pomoiic; 
and  that  tlie  Eadymion  !iad  on  board,  in  addition 
to  her  own  crew,  1  lieutenant.  1  master's  mate, 
and  50  seamen,  belonging  to  tSte  Saturn;  and 
when  file  action  ceased,  was  left  motionless  and 
unmanageable,  until  she  bent  new  sails,  rove  new 
rigging,  and  fislied  her  spars  :  nor  did  she  join 
the  squadron  until  six  hours  after  tlie  action,  and 
three  hours  after  the  surrender  of  the  Presi-. 
dent." 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  Capt.  Stewart, 
sailed  from  Boston,  in  December,  1811,  ^^  heft 
off  Madeira,  on  the  evening  of  tlic  '20th  Febru- 
ary, 1815,  sbefell  in  with  his  B»  iiannic  majesty's 
ships  Cyane  and  Levant,  which  she  cap(ure(f/ 
after  an  action  of  iO  minutes..    . 
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The  Cyane  is  a  frigate  built  ship,  moimting 
3i  carriage  guns,  \iz.  'iH  32- pound  carronades 
on  the  gu!i-deeii,  8  18  pound  carronades  on  the 
quarter-deck,  two  18- pound  carronades  and  two 
long  9's,  on  the  forecastle,  with  a  complement 
of  180  Dicn.  The  Levant  mounted  21  carriage- 
guns,  viz.  18  32  pound  carronades,  two  long  9's, 
a  d  a  shifting  12-j)ounder,  on  tlie  top-giillant 
forecastle,  with  a  complement  of  l.^S  men — 
The  enemy's  vessels  suffered  severely  in  spars, 
rigging  and  sails.  The  Constitution  received 
111  tie  injury,  having  hut  (bur  men  killed,  and  10 
wounded.  Tiie  Cyane  had  seven  killed,  and  17 
wounded  ;  the  Levant  9  killed,  and  17  wounded. 
On  the  12th  March,  the  Constitution  and  her 
prizes,  fell  in  with  three  British  frigates.  /Jhe 
frigates  kept  to^ef/te/%  in  chase  ol'the  Constitu- 
tion, lest,  hy  separating  they  might  be  caplured 
in  siieeession.  I'he  Constitution  outsailed  and 
escaped  the  enemy's  squadron  j  the  Cvane  arriv- 
e<l  at  New-York  ;  and  the  Levant  was  attack<  d 
and  taken  by  the  British  squadron,  in  the  har- 
bour of  Porto  Praya,  in  the  island  of  St.  Jago, 
m  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  natio  -s.  The  Consti- 
tution arrived  safely  in  the  United  Stales. 

On  the  19th  Juiv,  1813,  the  TJ  S  brig  of  war 
Syren,  of  16  gun^,  w.^s  eap'nied  after  a  chase 
of  H  hours,  by  his  Britannic  majesty's  (Vigate 
Med  way.  During  the  chase  the  J\>ren  (Imcvv 
overboard  ail  her  guns,  boats,  anchors,  cables^ 
-and  spars. 

On  the2.^th  May,  181.=^,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  inforns'  d  t'ongress.  thi-.t  his  u»a- 
j'^sty  the  Kmpcror  of  Russia,  Iim!  <f{fe»<(l  his 
mediation,  in  order  to  facilitate  a  np;  (••  hetweea 
Great  Britain  and  the  Lniied  btuica^   tlxut   the 
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offer  was  accepted  by  the  President,  and  <liat 
t)iee  citizens  hud  been  com  missioned  to  treat 
accordingly. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  December  fo\' 
lo living,  the  Piesident,  iu  his  message  to  both 
houses,  informed  them,  that  Great  Britain  had 
dfclined  negotiating  under  the  mediation  of 
Kussia. 

Notwithstnnding  tliis  refrisal  of  the  British 
government,  to  riccspt  the  Russian  mrdiation, 
tine  British  aniha>sador,  nt  the  court  of  81.  Pe- 
lt ishnrg.  directed  a  letter,  in  Septeuiher,  to  the 
Russian  government,  imiitiating  a  desire  to 
tres^t  immediately  with  the  American  pU'nipo- 
tentiaries. 

l-oi(i  Castlereagh,  secretary  of  state  to  his 
Britannic  m  Jes'y.  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  ubove 
note  in  a  h-ner  of  the  4th  ^oveukher,  to  the 
s=^rretary  ot  etate  of  the  United  Stales,  at  the 
ciiy  of  Uashington,  proposing  that  the  two  go- 
\err;iiieuSs  mou  d  enti^r  into  direct  negotiation, 
i^>r  a  termination  of  the  uar.  on  terms  that 
vou!<I  he  n:iitnal;>  advantageous;  and  thiit  the 
rt' ^'OMations  weuk!  he  entere<l  into  at  Gotten- 
bn  g  o;  Lonilon.  The  proposition  was  proi^pt- 
ly  aceided  to  In  tlie  American  government,  lix- 
ing  on  (lottenhurg  as  the  p'ace  of  negotiation. 

The  senate  coniirmed,  on  the  19lh  ,Jani<ary, 
1814-,  the  Moniinution.  by  (he  President,  of  Jofm 
Qnin<  \  \danis.  .laujcs  A.  Bayard,  Henry  t'lay, 
aitdjima'han  Russell,  as  ministers  to  treat  fop 
peace  with  Britis  i  cojiimissioneis  at  Gottcn- 
t)urg  Ir  «;is  afterwaid  agreed,  that  the  treaty 
should  be  held  at  (ihent. 

So  indecisive  and  equivocating  was  the  con- 
duct of  British  ministers,  that  many  persorts 
doubted  wiitiher  any  comiuissiouers  would  be 
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appointed  on  the  part  of  Britain  ;  and,  when 
appointed,  it  was  pretty  generally  believed  that 
the  appointment  was  merely  pro  formcif  without 
any  intention  to  agree  to  reasonable  terms  of 
peace. 

The  British  government  appointed,  as  theiu 
commissioners,  Lord  Gambler,  Henry  Goulbiirn, 
Esq.  and  William  Adams,  Esq.  Tiiese  person- 
ages arrived  at  Ghent  the  6th  August. 

At  the  first  meeting  with  the  American  com- 
missioners, terms  were  offered  on  the  part  of 
England,  so  degrading  and  ofiensive  to  the  United 
States,  that  it  was  impossible  to  accept  them  j 
and,  as  some  of  them  were  offered  in  the  form 
of  a  sine  qua  non,  there  remained  not  a  hope  of 
a  speedy  negotiation  of  hostilities. 

The  news,  when  arrived  in  the  United  States, 
roused  at  once,  the  pride  and  the  energy  of  the 
nation  ;  and  produced  an  union  of  sentiment,  that 
presaged  future  glory  and  success. 

It  was  now  evident,  that  the  negociations  at 
Ghent,  hung  on  those  then  pending  before  a  con- 
gress of  the  ministers  of  several  potentates,  as- 
sembled at  Vienna,  for  settling  a  general  peace 
in  Europe. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  the  task  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  congress  at  Vienna,  was  difficult. 
VTrapped  up  in  state  secrecy,  and  influenced  by 
state  intrigues,  the  course  of  negociation  at  Vi- 
enna, was,  in  a  great  degree,  withheld  from  the 
public  eye.  The  continued  armaments  of  Eu- 
ropean powers,  and  the  military  parade  with 
which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  appeared  in  Bel- 
gium, even  before  the  Emperor  of  Elba  ceased 
to  l)e  a  pensioner  of  Louis  XVIII,  led  to  sus- 
picion, that  the  rights  of  European  sovereigns 
must  be  settled  by  a  new  eifusion  of  the  blood  of 
their  subjects.  a  a 
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AVliatcver  motive  may  have  influenced  the 
British  government,  it  is  certain,  tliat  a  very 
sudden  change  of  lone  was  produced  on  their 
part.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  treaty  of 
peace,  hctween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  was  signed  at  Glient,  the  2*th  Deeemher, 
3  814,  by  Lord  Garabier,  Henry  Goulbourn,  and 
William  Adams,  as  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  England  ;  and  by  John  Quiucy  Adams,  J.  A, 
Bayard,  Henry  Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Al- 
bert Galiatin,  as  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  ;  ratified  at  London  the  28th 
of  the  same  month,  and  ratified  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  the  17th  February,  1815. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  being  considered 
Jionourable  to  the  country,  and  satisfactory  to 
the  citizens,  their  ratification  was  followed  by 
the  most  general  and  enthusiastic  joy,  accom- 
panied by  illuminations,  &c.  inc.  in  every  part  of 
the  union. 

Measures,  early  as  possible,  were  taken  to 
binng  home,  and  restore  to  their  country  and 
friends,  a  great  number  of  Ajneriean  prisoners, 
confined  in  the  depots  in  England.  Among 
these  were  many,  who,  having  been  impressed, 
and  forced  to  serve  the  British  government  for 
many  years  before  the  war.  had,  on  that  occa- 
sion, refused  to  fight  against  their  country  and 
friends  ;  and  were,  in  consequence,  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  although  not  taken  in  time  of 
war,  or  in  arms. 

An  unfortunate  event  prevented  many  of  the 
unhappy  prisoners  from  revisiting  their  country  ; 
cr  sent  them  to  it,  with  marks  of  British  bar- 
barity, which  will  remain  on  them  for  life. 

On  the  6th  April,  1815,  Capt.  T.  G.  Shorf- 
l^nd,  keeper  of  the  prison  of  Dartmoor^  having 
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discovered  a  small  hole  in  one  of  the  inner  walls 
of  the  prison,  made  it  a  pretext  for  drawing  out 
the  army  against  the  prisoners.  The  alarm  bell, 
instead  of  causing  the  prisoners  to  retreat  to 
their  prisons,  induced  many  of  them  to  press 
forward  to  discover  the  cause  :  this  was  certain- 
ly more  a  proof  of  innocence,  than  of  any  pre- 
meditated attempt  to  escape  from  a  place  whence 
they  must  have  been  soon  reJeased  Vtithout 
the  risk  of  life.  The  measures  taken,  by  or- 
der of  Shortland,  previous  to  the  massRcre,  were 
calculated  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  priso- 
ners wlio  were  thus  left  tlie  more  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  soldiery.  While  thus  embarrass- 
ed, they  were  charged  by  the  soldiery  ;  and 
"while  running  in  great  confusion  to  discover  the 
few  doors  left  open  for  their  escape  into  ike  vvi^ 
son,  they  were  fired  on  by  the  centinels  on  the 
valis.  In  this  manner,  seven  were  killed,  and  60 
wounded.  A  committee  of  ^he  prisoners  investi- 
gated this  transaction,  and  gave  in  their  vepor(, 
all  the  appearance  of  a  foul  and  premeditated 
murder. 

The  British  government  in  order  to  lessen  this 
stigma  on  its  officers,  agreed  to  have  an  investi- 
gation made  by  two  persons,  one  to  he  appoint- 
ed hy  the  British  minister,  the  other  by  the 
American.  F.  S.  Larpent  was  appointed  by  the 
former,  and  Charles  Kingliy  the  latter.  The  re- 
port of  these  commissioners  certainly  softened 
the  apparent  culpability  of  Shortland,  hut  the 
correctness  of  the  report  has  been  denied  by  the 
prisonei's,  not  by  any  wilful  representation  of  the 
commissioners,  but  from  a  want  of  sufiicient  in- 
formation or  inquiry. 

The  subject  of  Dartmoor  is  referred  to,  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  readers  to  the  period 
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of  the  massacre,  but  without  the  intention  of  en- 
tering into  a  detail;  which  the  present  limits  will 
not  allow. 

Although  a  ratified  treaty  of  peace  had  been 
exchanged,  at  Washington,  on  the  J  7th  Febru- 
ary, yet  by  its  articles,  captures  made  in  distant 
seas  were  allowed,  until  certain  periods  after  the 
date  of  ratitleation.  The  eypnts  produced  during 
this  time,  proved  both  honowrable  and  advanta- 
geous to  the  Americans. 

At  half  past  10,  A.M.  the  23d  March,  1815, 
Captain  Riddle,  commanding  the  United  States' 
sloop  Hornet,  being  off  <he  north  end  of  the  is- 
land of  Tt  istan  d'Acunha,  discovered  a  sail  to 
the  southward  and  eastward.  He  immediately 
made  sail  for  her.  At  one,  40,  P.  M.  an  action 
eoinmenced.  After  a  well  fought  engagement, 
of  22  minutes,  the  enemy  cried  for  quarters,  and 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  victorious  Ameri- 
can. She  proved  to  be  his  Britannic  majesty's 
brig  Penguin,  mounting  16  32-pound  carronades, 
3  long  tv/elves,  a  12-pound  earronade  on  the  top- 
gallant forecastle,  with  swivels  on  the  oapstern  in 
the  tops  :  she  had  a  spare  port  forward,  so  as  to 
fight  both  her  long  guns  of  a  side.  The  enemy 
had  a  complement  of  132  men,  12  of  whom  were 
supernumerary  marines,  from  the  Modway,  74. 
After  the  prisoners  were  removed,  and  some  pro- 
visions and  stores  taken  from  tbe  Penguin,  she 
was,  by  order  of  Captain  Biddle,  scuttled  and 
sunk,  her  crippled  and  ikJdJsd  state  rendering  it 
nnadvisable  to  attempt  sending  her  to  the  United 
States. 

«  This  ship  (said  Captain  Biddle,  in  his  official 
report,)  did  not  receive  a  single  shot  in  her  hull,  nor 
any  material  wound  in  her  spars  ;  the  rigging  and 
sails   were  very   n;uch  cut ;     but  having  bent  a  new 
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set  of  sails,  and  knotted  and  secured  our  rigging,  we 
are  now  completely  ready^  in  all  respects,  for  any 
service.  We  were  eight  men  short  of  complement, 
and  had  nine  upon  the  sick  list,  the  morning  of  the 
action." 

The  enemy  acknowledged  a  loss  of  fourteen 
killed,  and  twenty-eight  wounded  ;  but  Mr. 
Mayo,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  prize,  said  that 
the  number  was  certainly  greater.  Capt.  Dick- 
enson, the  commander  of  the  Penguin,  was  killed, 
and  the  boatswain,  second  lieutenant,  purser,  and 
two  midshipmen,  wounded.  Each  of  the  mid- 
shipmen lost  a  leg. 

The  officers  of  the  Penguin  relate,  that,  dur- 
ing the  action  with  the  Hornet,  a  thirty-two 
pound  shot  came  in  at  the  after-port  of  the  Pen- 
guin, on  the  larboard  side — carried  away  six 
legs,  killed  the  powder  boy  of  the  division,  cap- 
sised  the  opposite  gun  on  the  starboard  side, 
passed  through  the  port,  and  "  sunk  in  sullen  si- 
lence to  the  bottom." 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  left  a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  pi- 
rates of  Africa,  to  prey  on  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Americans.  The  Algerines  declared 
war,  and  fitted  out  a  fleet  accordingly. 

Having  given  in  pages  21  and  23,  the  list  of 
the  American  Navy,  as  it  stood  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  it 
may  be  considered  interesting  to  know  how  the 
Lilliputian  navy  stood  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  was  to  «<  blow  it  out  of  the  water."  The 
following  is  the  naval  list  of  shippijig,  in  April, 
1816.  Those  vessels  whose  names  are  marked 
(*)  are  such  as  remain  of  the  naval  force  before 
the  war.  Those  marked  (§)  are  building.  Those 
marked  in  italic  are  such  as  were  captured  from 
A  a  ^ 
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the  British,  during  the  war.  Xhe  rest  have  been 
built  or  purchased  during  the  war.  Those  that 
are  blank  have  no  armament  at  present. 


Bates.       Names  of  Vtssels.  Commanders. 


74  Ship 

7t 

74 

74 

74 

44 

44 

41 

41 

44 

44 

36 

SS 

36 

82 

S2 

28 

24 

2t 

24 

20 

£0 

13 

18 

18 

18 

18 

IS 

18  Diie 

18        * 


18 
IS 
18 
IS 
18 
IS 
16 
16 
la 
19 
14 
14 
13 
12 
12 
Jf) 

a 


i7ScLr. 

14 

3? 


Independence 

Washington 

Franklin 

Kew-0rlean3  § 

Chippewa  § 

Gueinere,  flag  ship 

United  SUtes* 

Java 

Constitution* 

Plattsburgh  § 

Superior 

Constellation* 

Coneress'' 

Macedonian 

Mohawk 

Conjiance 

Cyane 

Saratoga 

John  Adairi 

General  Pike 

MadjsoD 

AleH 

Hornet* 

Wasp 

Peacock 

Ontario 

Erie 

Louis  iaoi' 

Jeflersoa 

Jones 

Ejiervier 

JS  iagara 

Lawrence 

Detroit 

Eagle 

SvTph 

CnippeTTa 

QiueK  Charlotte 

Saranac 

Linnd 

Boxer 

Troun 

Onieda 

Eaterpr  re  • 

Flambeau 

Firefly 

Spark 

Hurtter 

Prometbeta 

Ghent 

Caledonia 

Etna,  bomb 

Ticonderoga. 

Nonsiich 

6i'it5fe 


Com.  Wm.Bainbridge 
OapL  I.  Chauncey 


Com.  S.  Decatur 
J.  Shaw 
O.  H.  Perry 
G.  Stewart 


C.  Gordon 
C.  Morris 
L-  Warringtoo 


E.  Trenshard 
W.  \V.  Crane 

W.  Stewart 

J.  Biddle 

J.  Blakely 

1.  Rodgers 

J.  D.  Elliot 

C.  P.  Rideely 

C.  0.  B.  ThoBipioa 

M.  T.  Woolsey 
J>  Downt 


p.  0.  Reaa 


J.  Porte 

T.  Brown 
L.  Kearny 
J.  B.  Nicholson 
G.  W.  Rodgers 
T.  Gamble 

A.  S.  WadfR-orth 


1.  Alesis 


Trsnt 


Station^  tc. 

Boston 

do 
Philadelphia 
Socket's  Harbor 

do.        do. 
Boston 
Mediterranean 

do. 
Boston 
Sacket's  Harbont 

do.  do. 
Mediterranean 
Mediterranean 

do. 
Shekel's  Harbor 
Lake  Champliin 
Kew-York 
Lake  Champlain 
Mediterranean 
Sacket's  Harboc 

do.        do- 
Mediterranean 
New-York 
At  Sea 
New-York 
Mediterranean 

do. 
New-Orleans 
Sacket*3  Harbous 

do.        d«< 
At  Sea 
Lake  Eric 
Erie,  Penn. 

do.    do. 
Lake  Champlaia 
Sacket's  Harbour 
New-York 
Erie,  Pen. 
New-York 
Lake  Champlain 
New-York 
Savannah 
Sacket's  Harbour 
Kew-York 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Erie,?e 
Boston 
Erie,  Pena 
Do.      do. 
New-Orleans 
Lake  Champlalk 
West  Indie* 
^eift-Yark 


# 
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RaUi. 

!famtt  of  Vessds. 
Torch 

W. 

Commanders. 

Station,  &«w 

to 

.  Cbauucey 

Do. 

10 

Lady  JPrevost 

Erie,  Penn. 

9 

Tom  Bowline 

Hofiman 

New-York 

9 

Alligator 

New-York 

T 

Roanoke 

B. 

D.  Conklef 

Wilmington,  N.  0. 
New-Orleans 

7 

Firebrand 

7 

Surprise 

Do. 

8 

Conquest 

Sacket's  Harbour 

5 

Hornet 

F. 

Forrest 

Washington,  D.  0. 

5 

Lynx 

T 

Dukebart 

New-York 

4 

Fair  American 

Sacket's  Harbour 

4 

Helen 

Newcastle,  Del. 

3 

Despatch 

Norfolk 

8 

Asp 

W 

,  AtkinsoQ 

Baltimore 

3 

Porcupine 

Erie,  Penn. 

S 

Lady  of  the  Lak« 

Sacket's  Harbour 

8 

Pert 

Do.            do. 

2 

Governor  Tompkins 

Do.           do. 

1 

Ranger 

Baltimore 

1 

Ontario 

Backet's  HarboW 

1 

Amelia 

Erie,  Penn. 

2 

■  Asp 

Sacket's  Harbous 

i 

Raven 

Do.            do. 

12    Sloop  President 

Lake  Champlail> 

11 

Finch 

Do.           do. 

11 

Chuhb 

Do.           do. 

7 

Preble 

Do.            d». 

6 

Monteomerj 
Buffaloe 

Do.           do. 

6 

Philadelphia 

6 

Camel 

Do. 

2 

Tickler 

New-OrleaoB 

2  Gallcv  Allen 

Lake  Champlakt 

2 

Burrows 

Do.            do. 

2 

Boxer 

Do.            do. 

2 

Nettle 

Do.            do. 

2 

Viper 

Do.            do. 

2 

Centipede 

Do.            do. 

1 

Ludlow 

J>o.            do. 

1 

Wilmer 

Do.            do.        i 

1 

Alwyn 
Ballard 

Do.            do. 
Do.            do. 

Kelch  Spitfire 

Norfolk 

Vesuvius* 

New-York 

Vengeance 

Do. 

Barges 

from    No.  1  to  15, 

inclutive,  on   Lake  Ontario,  mounting  etch 

tuns,  and 
The  ol( 

now  at  Backet's  Harbour. 

i  gun-boats  have  been  ( 

:hiefly  sold. 

It  would  be  a  curious  question  in  political  arith- 
metic, to  determine  what  number  of  American 
ships  and  their  rates,  would  be  sufficient  to  des- 
troy the  British  navj',  taking  the  naval  events  of 
the  late  war  as  a  scale  by  which  to  calculate  ;  and 
how  long  it  would  take  to  provide  the  necessary 
number  of  vessels,  taking  the  increase  of  the  Bavy^ 
during  the  war^  as  a  ratio  2 
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LIST  OF  AMERICAN  PRIZES, 

Which  have  arrived,  or  been  "  satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for,  «  with  the  name  of  the  Privateers, 
&c.  and  the  number  captured  by  each  vessel, 
during  the  war. 


Abspllino  of  Boslon 

10 

U.  S.  ship  Adams 

10 

Boat  Alert,  of  Burlington,  Lake  Champlaia 

1 

Alexander  of  Salem 

3 

Alfred  of  Salem 

S 

Amelia  of-Bath 

1 

Amelii  of  Baltimore 

21 

America  of  Salem 

34 

Anaconda  of  Ne\y-York 

3 

Argo  of  Baltimore 

1 

U.  S-  brig   Argus 

2i 

Argus  of  Boston 

4 

Atlass  of  Philadelphia 

2 

Avon  of  Boston 

2 

Baltimore  of  Baltimore 

2 

Bellona  of  Philadelphia 

2 

U   S.  Barges 

S 

Black  Joke  of  New-York 

2 

Blakeiy  of  Boston 

3 

Boats  from  Buffaloe 

3 

Brulus  of  Boston 

» 

Buckskin  of  Salem 

4 

Bunkerhill  of  New- York 

6 

Cadet  of  Salem 

2 

Caroline  of  Baltimore 

29 

Catharine  of  Boston 

1 

Champlain  Privateer 

1 

Charles  Stewart  of  Boston 

1 

Chasseur  of  Baltimore 

27 

Chauncey's  squadron  on  Lake  Ontaiie^ 

22 

V.  S.  frigate  Chesapeake 

4 

Comet  of  Baltimore 

29 

V.  S.  frigate  Congress 

4 

V.  S.  frigate  Constitutioa 

12 

Custom  House  Barge 

1 

Dart  of  Portland 

6 

Dash  of  Portland 

9 

David  Porter  of  N.  York 

6 

David  Porter  of  Boston 

3 

Decatur  of  Newburyport 

6 

Decatur  of  Charleston 

tl 

Delble  of  Baltimore 

3 

Diamond  of  Baltimore 

1 

Diomede  of  Salem 

1 

Divided  we  fall  of  New-Y«r)t 

16 

Dolphin  of  Baltimore 

7 

Dolphin  of  Salem 

17 

Dromo  of  Boston 

I 

Eagle  ofCharlestoQ 
El&a 

3 

1 

V.  S.  brig  Enterprize 

5 

TJ.  S.  frigate  Essex 

12 

Essex  Junior 

3 

Xxpedition  of  Baltimor* 

4 

Ite  Tiadei  c£  Stho. 

? 
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Tairy  of  Ballimore  2 

Fame  of  Salem  10 

Fame  of  Thomaitowl  1 

Flirt  of  N.  York  I 

Fly  2 

Fox  of  Salem  4 

Fox  of  Baltimore  2 

Fox  of  Portsmouth  28 

Franklin  of  N.  York  9 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Frolic  1 

Frolic  of  Salem  12 

Full  blooded  Yankee  1 

Galloway  of  N.  York  1 

General  Armstrong  of  New-York  18 

General  Stark  of  Salem  4 

General  Pulman  of  Salem  1 

Globe  of  Baltimove  7 

Gossamer  of  OosIod  1 

Governor  Tompkins  of  N.  York  22 

Governor  M'Kean  of  Philadelphia  8 

GoTernor  Plumer  of  Portsmouth  S 

Grampus  ofBallimr^-e  7 

Grand  Turk  of  Salem  21 

Growler  4 

V.  S.  Gun-boats  20 

Harpy  of  Baltimore  13 

Harrison  of  Baltimore  8 

Ha«k  of  Wasliiugton  N.  C.  I 

Hazard  1 

Henry  Guilder  of  N.Y.  1 

Herald  of  N.  York  8 

Hero  of  N.  York  S 

Hero  of  Newbern  2 

Hero  of  S(onini;(on  1 

High  Flyer  of  Baltimore  7 

Holkar  of  N.  York  S 

Boat  Holkar  1 

Hope  1 

V.  S.  sloop  of  war  Hornet  4 

Hunter  1 

Ida  of  Ballinore  1 

Ida  of  Btiston  1 

Industry  of  Lynn  3 

In.liislry  ofiViarhlphead  1 

Induslry  of  Salem  S 

Ino  of  Boston  2 

Invincible  o*"  N.  York  S 

Invincible  of  Salem  4 

Jack's  Favourite  of  K.  York  6 

Jacob  Jones  of  Bostoa  S 

James  Mnnroe  5 

JefiVr'tm  of  Salem  6 

Joel  P.arlow  2 

Joi:<Miil  of  N.  York  5 

John  of  Salem  12 

Jolin  and  George  1 

Kemp  of  Baltimore  16 

Lady-  Madison  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  I 

On  Lake  Superior  2 

On  Lake  Huron  3 

On  Lake  Chamnlaia  S 

lark                  ^  1 

law  rencc  of  Baltimore  14 

leach  of  Salem  2 

leader  of  Providence  R.  L  I 

leuidtr  of  Providence  1 
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Leo  of  Baltimore  14 

Leo  of  Boston  8 

Liberty  of  Baltimore  7 

Little  George  of  Boston  1 
Letter  of  I\Iarque,  of  Wilmington,     2 

Lovely  Cordelia  of  Charleston  $9 

Lovely  Lass  of  Charleston  1 

Lyon  of  Marblehead  4 

Macedonian  of  Baltimore  I 

Macedonian  of  Boston  6 
Macedonian  of  Portsmouth.             *    f 

Madison  of  Salem  7 

Marengo  of  N    York  S 

Mammoth  of  Baltimore  28 

M'Donough  of  Rhode-Island  2 

M  Dorioujh  of  Boston  7 

Mars  of  Norfolk  3 

Mars  of  N.  York  4 

-  >lars  of  New -London  2 

B'lary  Ann  of  Charlestom  5 

Matilda  of  Philadelphia  1 

Midas  of  Baltimore  10 

On  Mobile  Bay  2 

Morgiana  of  N.  York  6 

Montgomery  of  Salem  6 

Nancy  I 

IN'ed  of  Baltimore  1 

Konpareil  of  Charleston  1 

Nonsuch  of  Baltimore  4 

U.  S.  schooner  Nonsuch  1 
Orders  in  Council  of  New-York         5 

Orlando  of  Gloucester  3 

Patriot  of  New-York  9 

Paul  Jones  of  New-York  1 1 

Perry  of  Baltimore  24 

Perry's  squadron  on  Lake  Erie  9 

U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock  15 

Patapsco  of  Baltimore  3 

Pike  of  Baltimore  IS 
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Pilot  of  Baltimore  3 

Polly  of  Salem  7" 
Portsmouth  of  Portsmouth  N.  H.       9 

Poor  Sailor  of  Charleston  1 

Prince  of  Neufchatel  35 

Rambler  of  Bristol  2 

Rambler  of  Boston  5 

Ranger  of  Boston  3 

Rapiti  of  Boston  4 

Rapid  of  Charleston  4 

U.  S.  brig  Rattlesnake  4 

Rattlesnake  of  Philadelphia  25 

Regulator  1 

Reindeer  of  Boston  6 

Resolution  of  Boston  1 

Retaliation  of  New-York  1 

Revenge  oi  Baltimore  9 

Revenge  of  Norfolk  2 

Revenge  of  »'hiladelphia  3 

Revenge  of  Salem  5 

Revenue  Cutters  5 

Roger  of  Norfolk  8 

Roger  of  Baltimore  3 

RoUa  of  Baltimore  1 1 
Commodore  Rodgers's  squadron      19 

Rosamond  of  Nevr-York  3 

Rossie  of  Baltimore  14 

Rover  of  N.  York  I 

Row-boat  privateer  2 

Sabine  of  Baltimoi-e  5 

At  Sandy  Creek,  by  riflemen  5 

Sarah  Ann  of  Baltimore  1 

Saranac  of  Baltimore  2 

Saratoga  of  N.  York  19 

Scourge  of  N.  York  29 

Saucy  Jack  of  Charlestoa  2? 

Shark  of  N.  York  1 

Sine-qua-non  of  Boston  1 

Scorpion  of  Salem  2 

Siro  of  Baltimore  i 
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Snap  Dragon  of  Newbern  N.  C. 

Snowbird  of  Salem 

Sparrow  of  Bakiinore 

Spark  of  N.  York 

Spy  of  New-Orleans 

Surprise  of  Baltimore 

United  Stales'  brig  Syren 

Syren  of  Baltimore 

On  the  M.  Lavvrence 

Teazer  ofiN"  York 

Terrible  (boat) 

Thomas  of  Portsmouth 

Timothy  Pickering 

Tom  of  Baltimore 

True-blooded  Yankee 

Two  Brothers  of  New-Orleans 

Two  Friends  of  Massachusetts 

Tuckahoe  of  Baltimore 

U.  S.  frigate  United  States 

Ultor  of  Baltimore 

United  We  Stand  of  N.  York 

Upton  (a  prize  ship) 

Viper  of  JN".  York 

Viper  of  Salem 

Warrior  of  N.  York 

U.  S.  ship  of  war  Wasp 

Wasp  of  Baltimore 

Wasp  of  Philadelphia 

Washington  o  Portland 

Whig  of  Baltimore 

Yankee  of  Bristol  R.  I. 

Yankee  (smack) 

Yorktown  of  N.  York 

York  of  Baltimore 

Young  Eagle  of  N.  York 

Young  Teazer  of  N.  York 

Young  Wasp  of  Philadelphia 

Sundry  vessels,  names  not  known 


23 
3 
2 


35 
2 
7 
8 

13 
5 
5 
1 
4 

27 
1 
1 
2 
1 

19 
1 
1 
3 
1 
9 

16 
2 
2 
I 

14 

38 
2 
5 

la 

2 
6 

U 

16 


Total,— 1634 
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The  Dey  of  Algiers  took  advantage  of  the 
\var  between  England  and  the  United  States,  as 
a  convenient  opportunity  to  attack  the  trade,  and 
to  capture  the  citizens  of  the  latter  power.  On 
the  :23d  February,  1815,  the  following  confiden- 
tial message  from  the  President  of  the  UniteJ 
States,  was  delivered  to  both  houses  of  congress  ^ 

To  the  Senate  and  House   of  Refiretentati-ves    of  the 
United   States. 

Congress  will  have  seen,  by  the  communication 
from  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Al- 
giers, laid  before  them  on  the  17th  rfovember,  ISI2, 
the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  Dey  against  that  func- 
tionary. These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more 
overt  and  direct  v/arfare  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  trading  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  of 
whom  are  still  detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them, 
and  are  treated  witli  the  rigour  usual  on  tlie  coast  of 
Barbary. 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 

and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 

the  pirt  of  the  United  States,  being  now  terminated 

by  the  peace  with   Great   Britain,  which  opens  the 

Bb 
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prospect  of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  theit 
citizens  within  the  ran;^e  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I 
recommend  lo  congress  the  expediency  of  an  act 
declaring  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers  ;  and  of  such 
provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  it  to  a  successful  issue. 

JAMES    MADISON. 

Washing  tony  Feb.  23,  1815. 

A  law  of  congress  was,  after  (he  usual  formS) 
passad,  cmdowerif^g  the  President  to  take  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  the  cojumerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  ;  and  also  to  employ 
the  public  arnicdvessels,  and  to  commission  pri- 
vate armed  vessels,  to  act  offensively  against  the 
vessels,  goods,  effect,  and  subjects  of  the  Dey 
of  Algiers. 

This  measure  was  not  adopted  until  after  the 
most  satisfactoi'y  assurances  of  the  hoscility  of 
the  Dey,  and  that  he  had  actually  put  an  end,  by 
his  unprovoked  aggressions,  to  the  treaty  sub- 
sisting between  him  and  the  United  States.  In 
July,  1812,  the  Dey  extorted  from  the  American 
consul  general,  a  large  sum  of  monej,in  lieu  of 
a  quantity  of  military  stores,  which  he  refused  to 
accept,  falsely  alledging  that  they  were  not  equal 
in  quality  or  quantity  to  those  stipulated  by  the 
existing  treaty ;  and  then  compelled  the  consul 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  quit  his  do- 
minions. On  the  23th  August  following,  the 
American  brig  Edwin,  of  Salem,  was  taken  by 
an  Algerine  corsair,  and  carried  into  Algiers,  as 
a  prize.  Mr.  Pollard,  of  Norfolk,  being  found 
on  board  a  SpanisJj  vessel,  was  also  detained  as 
a  citizen  of  the  I'nited  States.  Captain  Smith, 
the  master  of  the  Edwin,  and  Mr.  Pollard,  were 
Hot  confined  to  hard  labour  ;  but  the  rest  of  the 


APPENDIS.  3i^ 

captains,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  them, 
whose  release  had  heen  effected,  under  eireiim- 
stanoes  not  indicating  anj  change  ofliostile  tem- 
per on  the  part  of  the  Dej',  were  sul)jected  to  the 
well  known  liorrors  of  Algerine  slavery.  An 
effort  of  the  United  States'  government,  to  effect 
the  release  of  the  citizens,  by  treatv,  and  the 
pajKment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  had  failed. 

There  never  was  a  war  commenced  with  a 
greater  share  of  general  approhation;  and  it  re- 
mained a  wonder,  that  one  puhlie  journal,  (the 
Connecticut  Mirror)  should  condemn  a  measure 
wliieh  had  for  its  object  t!ie  releasment  fi'oni 
slavery,  of  eleven  x\merican  citizens,  the  punish- 
ment of  harharism,  justly  detested  hy  the  civili- 
zed world,  and  the  putting  into  glorious  prac- 
tice, the  popular  scnnment,  '^millions  jov  de- 
fence, hut  not  a  centfov  Iribute.^^ 

A  private  letter  from  Lisbon,  dated  2d  May> 
181.^,  Stated,  on  the  authority  of  advices  from 
Cadiz,  that  the  Algerine  admiral  had  put  to  sea^ 
with  a  fleet  consisting  of  i  frigates,  6  corvettes, 
2  brigs,  I  zebec,  1  scliooner,  1  galley,  40  gun- 
boats, and  tl  bombards,  in  all  66  vessels,  mount- 
i.ig  4fi3guns  and  having  on  boai'd  i745  men;  the 
feupposed  object  was  to  cruise  for  American  ves- 
sels. 

The  force  destined  by  the  United  States,  to 
punisli  the  enemy,  was  to  consist  of  the  Inde- 
pendence, 7*,  Guerriere,  *i,  Macedonian,  38, 
Congress  and  Constellation,  36.  Erie,  Ontaria. 
and  Kpervier,  18,  Chippewa,  16,  Flambeau  and 
Spark,  12,  Spitfire  and  Torch,  10,  and  Lynx, 
(t«'nd«'r)  1  long  2%;  in  all  4i  vessels,  carrying 
400  guns.  Some  immaterial  alteration  was  af- 
terward made  in  this  arrangement. 
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On  the  18th  May,  1815,  the  United  States* 
squadi'on,  destined  for  the  Mediterranean,  sailed 
from  New-York :  It  consisted  of  the  frigates 
Guerriere,  (Com.  Decatur's  flag  ship)  Captain 
Lewis  ;  Macedonian,  Captain  Jones  ;  Constella- 
tion, Captain  Gordon  ;  sloop  of  war  Ontario, 
Captain  Elliot;  hrigs  Epervier,  Captain  Downs; 
Fire  Fly,  Rogers  ;  Flamheau,  Nicholson  ;  Spark, 
Gamble  ;  schooners  Spitfire,  Dallas  j  and  Torch, 
Chauiu'cy. 

This  squadron  was  followed  by  that  .under 
command  of  Com.  Eainbridge,  consisting  of  the 
Independence,  7i,  slooi)  of  war  Erie,  18,  brig 
Chippewa,  16,  and  schooner  Lynx. 

The  United  States'  brigs  Boxer,  Saranac,  and 
Enterprize  sailed,  in  August,  for  the  Meditei'ra- 
nean.  The  brig  Fire-Fly  had  sailed  some  time, 
previous  Cor  the  same  destination,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  return  lo  repair  damages  sustained  in  a 
gale.  The  Ontario,  and  some  of  the  light  ves- 
sels arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  13th  June,  and 
Commodore  Decatur,  with  the  I'est  of  his  squad- 
ron, on  the  lith  ;  and,  on  the  evening  of  that 
day,  all  the  vessels  proceeded  to  their  destina- 
tion. 

The  following  letters  will  explain  some  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  IMediterranean. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American   consul  at  Ali- 
cante, lo  the  secretary  of  state,  dated, 

Alicante,  June  21s/,  J  81 5. 
Su- — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  by  a 
letter  this  moment  received  from  my  vice-consul, 
Nicholas  Briale,  at  Carthagena,  I  learn  that  the  first 
division  of  our  squadron,  under  Commodore  Decatur, 
had  appeared  off  that  port,  and  sent  in  an  Algerine 
frigate  of  44  guns  and  500  men,  captured  off  Cape 
de  Gait;  after  a  short  engagement,  during  which  (h% 
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commander  of  the  Algerine  wis  killed.  Our  loss 
coisisted  of  four  men.  The  Commodore  had  sent 
in  u  schooner  for  refreshment,  and  other  necessaries, 
with  which  she  immediately  sailed  for  the  fleet. — 
Tne  prize  must  perform  ten  days  quarantine.  I 
sh  ill  set  off  within  two  hours  for  that  place  in  order 
to  nnke  further  provision  for  the  fleet,  if  necessary, 
and  render  eve.y  other  -ervice  in  my  pow.  r — from 
thence  1  shall  have  the  honour  of  addressing  you, 
and  advise  wtiat  further  may  occur. 

With  sentanents  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  serva  .t, 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY. 
To  the  honourable  the  secretary  of  state. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consul  at  Cadiz 
to  the  secretary  of  statf,  dated 

Consulate  of  the  United  StateSf  ~ 
Cadiz,  June  27,  1  8  i  6. 
Sir— I  have  much  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  the 
subjoined  statemeut,  for  the  interesting  and  impor- 
tant information  it  contain-,  which  1  doubt  not,  ia  a 
great  part  may  be  relied  on.  The  informant  adds, 
that  about  400  prisoners  had  been  landed  from  the 
prize  frigate,  and  that  but  few  had  been  saved  fronn. 
the  brig.  The  wind  bring  now  froai  the  S.  W. 
makes  it  probable  that  the  particulars  of  'his  action 
from  the  commodore,  will  not  come  to  hand  for  some 
days. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 
RICH'DS.  HAr.KLEY. 
Hon.  James  Monroe^  secretary  of  stats. 

\  letter  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  an- 
noinced  <hearri\al  of  the  Ameik;*!!   squadron, 
at  Gihraltar,  after  a  passage  of  '25  days. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Decatur  to  the~= 
secretary  of  the  navy,  (received  via  i^orfolk''  i 
dated> 
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United  States'  thifi  Guerrtrref. 
Off  Gibraltar,  June  15,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  our  ar- 
rival off  this  pluc<  ©ithe  15th,  atter  a  passage  of  25 
days,  having  previously  communicated  with  (  atiiz 
and  Tangiers.  1  he  Spitfire,  Torch,  and  Firefly, 
separated  from  the  squadron  during  a  gale  of  wind 
on  the  26th  ult.  and  the  Ontario  on  the  3  st. 

I  am  happy  to  find  they  havt,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Firefly  all  arrived  ^  the  latter  \essel  1  fvar  may 
have  lost  her  spars,  and  have  returned  to  the  United 
States.  From  all  the  information  I  can  collect,  1  feel 
assured,  that  the  Aliierines  have  returned  into  the 
Mediterranean.  The  vessels  that  had  separated  from 
us,  are  now  joining,  and  1  shall  proceed  in  search  of 
the  enemy  forthwith. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully,  &c. 

STEPHEJN  DECATUR! 

The  commodore  lost  no  (line  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  ohject ;  scarcely  arrived  in  tlie  IMedi- 
terranean,  he  commenced  to  pay  t)'ibute  <o  the 
barharians!).  as  will  be  best  explained  by  his  lettei*^ 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

JExtract  of  a.  letter  Jrom  Commodore  Stephen  Deca^ 
tury  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy^  (received  -via 
J^orfolki)  dated, 

United  States*  ship  Guerriere, 
Off'Carthagena.  June  19,    1815. 

<*  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  1 7th 
inst.  off  Cape  de  Gatt.  the  squadron  fell  in  with  and 
■•aptured  an  AUerine  frigate  of  46  guns,  and  between 
4  and  5oO  men,  commanded  by  Rais  Hammida,  who 
bore  the  title  of  admiral  ;  she  struck  her  fl^-g  after 
%  running  fight  of  'ib  minutes. 

"  The  admiral  was  killed  at  the  eommencen  ent  of 
the  action.  After  the  Guerrieri'  (who  from  her  fa- 
vourable position  was  enabled  to  bring  the  enemy  to 
^oee  action)  held  fired  two  broad&ides,  the  enemy, 


\rith  the  exception  of  a  Jew  musketeers,  ran  below. 
The  Gaerri.  re  had  four  men  wounded  by  mubket 
s  lOt  w  lich  is  the  oniy  injury  done  by  the  enemy  in 
this  affair. 

"  We  have  406  prisoners,  including  the  wcurded. 
The  prisoners  state  that  iibjut  thirty  were  killtd  and 
thrown  overboi-rd. 

**  J'h.  ir  squadron  is  said  to  be  cruising  in  our  vi- 
cinity :  five  days  ago  th;  y  w  r(  off"  this  place  ;  unit  ss 
I  obtain  some  further  intelligence  of  them  by  t  mor- 
row,   I  sn.ai  proc-^ed  to  the  port   of  Algiers,  in  the 
h  pes  to  intercept  their  return.       For  the  present,  I 
have  determined  to  send  the  prize  into  Cartliagena." 
On    li    -iKth  June,  the  Coniinodore  eominuni- 
C  ted  ;   s  coud  victory,  in  a  letter,  in  the  ibllow- 
iii;^  w;)i  (is  : 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  ?iavy,  dat  d 

United  States'  s/ii/i  Guerriere,  off 

Cafie  Palos,  June  20.  1815. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inf  ;rm  you  that  on  the 
I9ih  inst  off  cape  Paios,  the  squadron  under  my  com- 
mand cap'Uicd  an  Algerine  Brig  of  twenty-two  guns^ 
and  one  hundred  ad  eighty  men.  After  a  chase  of 
three  hours,  she  ran  into  shoal  wnter,  where  I  did 
not  think  it  advisubh  to  follow  with  our  large  sh'ps, 
but  despatched  the  Ept-rvier.  Spark,  Torch,^amd  ^pit-- 
fir.  to  whom  she  surrendered,  after  a  short  resis- 
tance. Twenty  three  men  were  found  dead  on  boar«l. 
We  received  Irom  her  eighty  prisoners,  the  residue 
of  her  crew  having  left  her  in  boats.  Many  of  them 
must  have  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  cur  vessels,  and 
one  of  th*;  boats  was  sunk,  x^oue  of  our  vessels  sus- 
tained any  damage,  nor  was  there  a  man  killed  or 
wounded.  This  brig  is  ;argt;r  than  the  Epervier— .- 
w  s  built  in  Algiers,  five  years  ago,  by  a  Spanish 
constructor,  the  same  whu  built  the  frigate  captured 
on  the  17ih  inst.  and  is  perfectly  sound. 

1  have  ihe  honyur  to  be,  v<!  v  respectfully.  &c. 
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Commodore  Rainhiidj^p  arrived  af  Car(ha^ena 
earlj  in  Au.qiisi,  wi  h  the  seeond  Ainei'ieati  >?qii  d- 
ron.  w'jenee  he  pi«»ee«dt (J  fo  Algiei's,  1  lijjuli, 
and  riiriis,  in  okIit  to  miike  a  «^i^}^lHy  of  his 
force,  the  resj)eetab!e  appcaiani  e  of  uliieh  eouid 
not  fail  to  make  a  deep,  uselul.  and  i(  inav  he 
hoped  a  lastinjij  impi'essioti.  Having  peifonned 
this  service,  the  Coriiiiiodore  saih-d  to  Malaga, 
and  thence  to  Gibraltar,  where  he  sloppe«l  some 
time,  and  reei})rocated  eompliments  wiiU  ilte 
British  Commander  in  Chief,  thenee  the  squad- 
ron sailed  for  the  UniJed  States,  and  arrived  at 
Newport,  the  lliih  Novemher. 

Commodore  Bainbridge  was  joined  while  at 
Malaga  bv  all  Commodore  Deeatnr's  squadron 
except  his  own  ship.  It  was  as  graiifying  lo  ihe 
American  as  it  was  probablv  mortifying  to  the 
Englishman,  to  see  sm  h  a  fleet,  in  a  British 
port,  and  that  so  soon  after  the  termination  of  a 
>var  which  was  to  have  annihilated  the  ♦'  Lillipu- 
tian navy." 

On  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  Gibraltar,  an 
understanditig  was  had  between  (Jommod<-re 
Bainbridge  and  the  British  commaiider,  that  a 
salute  of  tifteen  guns  would  be  fired  from  the 
squadron,  and  a  like  number  returned  from  the 
fiiM.  By  mistake  seventeen  guns  were  fired 
from  the  Independence,  the  commodore  immcdi- 
atrly  despatched  an  officer  to  acquaint  the  com- 
mander of  the  mistake  ;  but  before  the  officer 
reached  the  commander,  orders  were  given  to 
jfiretwo  more  guns,  in  addition  to  the  fifteep  al- 
ready fired.  'Phis  circumstance  is  material  Oiily 
as  far  as  it  goes  to  prove  the  distinguished  re- 
spect shown  to  the  American  flag  ;  a  respect  for 
the  proud  fruit  of  determined  valour  and  con- 
suuimate  jpradence. 
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Tlie  situation  in  which  the  American  charac- 
ter was  about  to  be  placed,  was  truly  envious. — 
A  few  months  after  causin.^  the  greatest  naval 
power  in  Europe  to  haul  down  its  proud  flag, 
the  Americans  were  destined,  by  aid  of  the  ships 
captured  from  England,  to  speak  thunder  to 
those  piratical  monarchs  of  Africa,  to  whom  that 
very  England  was  in  the  habit  of  paying  tribute^ 
It  remained  for  America,  infant  America,  the 
country  of  Washington  and  Franklin,  to  break 
up  a  system  which  was  if  possible,  more  dis- 
graceful to  the  civilized  nations  who  submitted 
to  it,  than  to  the  barbarous  states  who  imposed  it. 
But  America,  by  the  use  she  made  of  victory, 
has  gained  for  herself  an  honour,  and  been  rais- 
ed to  a  pinnacle  of  glory,  to  which  no  victory, 
however  splendid,  could  have  raised  her.  The 
favourite  maxim  of  the  nation  was  and  is  "  mil- 
lions far  defence^  hut  not  a  cent  for  tribHte."* — 
True  te  this  policy,  she  made  it  a  sine  qua  non 
of  peace,  and  this  being  concluded,  the  humbled 
enemy  was  permitted  to  take  back  those  ships, 
which  was  to  remain  for  ever  innocent,  as  le*- 
peeted  the  great  western  nation.  Which  of  the 
haughty  masters  of  enslaved  Europe  has  ever 
given  such  proof  of  magnanimity  or  of  modera- 
tion in  tiic  midst  of  victory  so  complete? 

Commodore  Decatur  arrived  before  Algiers, 
on  the  29th  June,  and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on 
board,  the  Guerriere,  with  the  Swedish  flag  at 
the  main.  A  boat  came  otf  withMr.  Norderling, 
consol  of  Sweden,  and  the  Captain  of  the  poi't, 
to  whom  the  capture  of  the  frigate  and  brig  was 
communicated,  and  to  whom  Commodore  Deca- 
tur and  William  Thaler,  Esq.  acting  as  commis- 
sioners to  negotiate  a  peace,  delivered  a  letter 
for  the  Dl'j,  froja  the  President  of  the  Uqiteil 
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States;  and  also  a    note   from   themselves,    of 

which  the  follow  ing  is  a  copj  : 

The  Americans  Commissioners  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  inform  his 
highness  the  of  dey  Algiers,  that  thfy  ha\e  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica,  commissioners  plenipotentiary,  to  treat  of 
peace  with  his  hi^ihness,  an<!  that  pursuant  to  their 
instructions,  they  are  ready  to  open  a  negociation  foe 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  between  the 
two  countries,  on  terms  just  and  honourable  to  both 
parties  ;  and  thfy  feel  it  incumbent  oa  them  to  state 
explicity  to  his  highness,  that  they  are  instructed  to 
treat  upon  no  other  principle,  than  that  of  perfect 
equality,  and  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favoured  na- 
tions :  no  stipulation  for  paying  any  tribute  to  Al- 
giers, under  any  form  whatever,    will  be    agreed   to. 

The  und(^rsigned  have  the  honour  to  transmit  here- 
with, a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  U.  States, 
and  they  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion  to  assure 
J>i)s  highness  of  their  high  consideration  and  profound 
respect. 

llie  Captain  of  the  port  then  requested  that 
hostilities  should  cease  preceding  tlie  negotiation, 
and  that  persons  niight  be  sent  ashore  to  treat. 
Both  propositions  were  rejected,  the  American 
commissioners  declaring  that  the  negotiations 
n^.u>t  be  carried  on.  on  board  the  fleet,  and  that 
hostilities  as  respect ed  vessels,  should  no<  cease. 
On  the  following  day,  the  Swedish  consul  and 
the  captain  of  <he  port  came  on  hoard  with  full 
powers  to  negotiate.  The  American  commis- 
sioners produced  the  model  of  a  treaty  which 
they  declared  would  not  be  departed  from  in  sub- 
stance. Every  attempt  on  the  part  of  \lgiers, 
to  obtain  a  modification  of  it  proved  frniilcs3, 
even  ihe  restoration  <;f  the  captured  vessels  was 
positively  refubed.     Ui)ua   coasiderationj  how- 
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^YHT,  the  American  conimissioners  resolved  to 
Restore  the  captured  vessels  as  ?i  favor,  and  not 
as  matter  oftieatv,  giving  the  \lgeriues  te  un- 
derstand, that  even  this  would  depend  on  tlie 
signing  of  the  treaty  as  presented.  The  \lge- 
riue  taptain  then  proposed  a  truee,  to  delil)erate 
on  the  projiosed  terms,  the  reply  was,  ♦•  not  a 
Eiinute  ;  ifyour  squadron  appears  in  sight  be- 
fore the  treaty  is  actually  sigii'HJ  by  the  dey.  and 
the  prisoners  sent  off,  wurs  would  capture  them  !" 
It  was  finally  agivfd  Chat  hostilities  shouldeease 
when  the  Algerine  boat  sl.ouid  be  perceived 
coming  off  with  a  white  flag  hoisted,  the  Swed- 
ish eonsui  pKdginghis  w^rd  of  honour  not  to 
hoist  it  unless  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the 
prisoners  in  the  boat.  The  Swedish  consul  and 
Algerine  captain  returned  on  shore,  and  although 
the  distan*  e  was  lull  five  iniJes,  they  came  back 
wit'iin  three  liours  with  the  treaty  signed,  and 
having  with  them  the  prisoners  who  were  to  be 
released  from  captivity  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty. 

By  the  terms  of  tliis  treaty,  the  dey  has 
agreed  :  That  •'  no  tribute,  either  as  biennial 
presents,  or  under  any  form  or  name  whatever, 
shall  ever  be  required  by  the  dey  and  res;i'ncy 
of  Algiers,  from  the  United  States  of  Anierica." 

That  the  dey  shall  deliver  up  to  the  Ameri- 
can squadion  •«  all  the  American  citizens  now 
in  their  possession,  amounting  to  ten,  more  ol' 
less." 

**  A  just  and  full  compensation  shall  be  made 
by  the  dey  of  Algiei's  to  such  citizens  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  captured  and  detain- 
ed by  Algerine  cruizers,  or  who  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  their  property  in  Algiers,  ia 
violation   of    the  twenty-second   Hrlicle  of  the 
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treaty  of  peace  and  amitj,  concluded  be<wefe» 
the  United  States  and  the  dej  of  Algiers,  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1795." 

<<  And  it  is  agiet d  between  the  contracting 
parties,  that  in  lieu  of  the  ahove,  the  de^  of  Al- 
giers shall  cause  to  be  delivered  forthwith  into 
the  hands  of  the  x\merican  eonsul,  residing  at 
Algiers,  the  whole  of  a  quaniit\  of  bales  ot*  cot- 
ton, left  bj  the  late  censul  general  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  public  maga2ines  in  Algiers,  and 
that  he  shall  paj  into  the  hands  of  the  said  con- 
sul the  sum  often  (heusand  Spanish  dollars." 

"That  no  citizen  or  subject  of  either  party,  or 
their  property  if  found  on  ^oard  the  vessel  of 
any  power  with  which  either  may  be  hereafter 
at  war,  shall  be  detained  or  confiscated  ;  and, 
on  no  preteiice,  shall  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  be  hereafter  kept  in  a  state  of  slavery  bj' 
the  dey." 

"  Vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
putting  into  tli^  ports  of  the  other,  and  having 
need  of  provisions  or  other  supplies,  shall  be 
furnishetl  at  the  market  price — and  if  any  such 
vessel  should  so  put  in  from  a  distance  at  sea, 
and  have  occasion  to  repair,  he  shall  be  at  li- 
berty to  land,  and  re-embark  her  cargo,  with- 
out paying  any  customs  or  duties  whatev^^r,  but 
in  no  case  shall  she  be  compelled  to  land  her 
cargo." 

*«  That  should  a  vessel  of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  be  cast  on  shore  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  other,  all  proper  asssistance  should 
be  given  to  the  crew — no  pillage  shall  be  allow- 
edJ' 

"The  consul  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica shall  not  be  responsible  for  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  ckizcns  of  his  own  nation,  unless 
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Ire  previously   gives   written   obligations  so  to 

**  That  if  any  ehristian  slave  should  make 
their  escape,  and  go  on  board  any  ship  of  vs^ar  of 
the  United  States  that  may  be  before  the  city 
of  Algiers,  lluij  shall  not  be  required  back  again, 
nor  slia  1  anjf  payment  be  required  for  the  said 
christians." 

"  rhat  as  the  government  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America  has  in  itself  no  character  of 
enmity  against  the  laws,  religion,  or  tranquility 
of  any  nation,  and  as  the  said  States  liave  never 
entered  into  any  voluJiCary  war  or  act  of  hostili- 
ty, exi'ept  in  d^rfence  of  their  just  rights  on  the 
high  seas,  it  is  declared  l»y  the  contracting  par- 
tics,  that  no  pretext  arising  from  religions  opi- 
nions sliall  ever  produce  an  interruption  of  the 
harmony  existing  between  the  two  nations  ;  and 
the  con'»uls  and  agents  of  both  nations  shall  have 
liberty  to  celebrate  iJie  riles  of  theii*  respective 
religions  in  their  own  houses." 

*•  The  consuls  respectively  shall  have  liberty 
and  personal  security  given  (hem  to  travel  with- 
in the  territories  of  each  other,  bxh  hy  land  and 
sea,  and  shall  not  be  prevented  from  going  on 
board  any  vessels  they  may  thiuk  projier  io  visit: 
they  shall  likewise  have  the  liberty  to  appoint 
their  own  drogoman  and  broker  " 

♦*  In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  from  the  vio- 
lation of  any  of  the  artioJes  of  this  treaty,  no  ap- 
peal shall  be  made  to  arms,  nar  shall  war  be  de- 
clared on  any  pretext  whatever  ;  but  if  the  con- 
sul residing  at  (he  place  where  the  dispute  shall 
happsn.  shall  not  be  able  to  settle  the  same,  tlie 
gsvernment  of  that  coimtry  shall  state  their 
grievance  in  writing,  and  transmit  the  same  t» 
tiiie  gorernijienl  of  the  other,  and  the  period  of 
c  c 
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three  months  shaM  be  allowed  for  answers  <o  be 
returned,  during  which  time  tiohostiiit;^  sliall  be 
permitted  by  either  party  ;  and  in  ease  the 
grievances  are  not  redressed,  and  a  war  should 
be  the  event,  the  consuls  and  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  both  parties  respeclively,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  embark  with  their  effects  unmolesJed, 
on  board  of  what  vessel  or  vessels  tliey  shall 
think  proper,  reasonable  time  being  allowed  for 
that  purpose." 

*♦  If  in  the  course  of  events,  a  war  should 
break  out  between  the  two  nations,  the  prisoners 
©apiured  by  either  party  shail  not  be  made 
slaves,  they  shall  not  be  forced  to  hard  labour, 
or  other  confinement  than  such  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  secure  ihcir  safe  keeping,  and  shall 
be  exchanged  rank  for  i-ank  ;  and  it  is  agieid 
that  prisoners  sliall  he  exchang<'d  in  twelve 
months  after  their  capture,  and  the  exchange 
may  be  effected  by  any  private  individual,  legally 
authorised  by  either  of  the  parties." 

<*  If  any  of  the  Harbary  states  or  other  powers 
at  war  with  the  United  States,  shall  capture 
any  American  vessel,  and  send  her  into  any  port 
of  the  regency  of  Algiers,  they  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  sell  her,  but  shall  be  forced  to  depart 
the  port,  on  procuring  the  requisite  supplies  of 
provisions  ;  but  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  with  any  prizes  they  may  capture  from 
their  enemies  shall  have  liberty  to  frequent  the 
ports  of  Algiers,  for  refreshments  of  any  kind, 
and  to  such  prizes,  in  the  said  ports,  without 
any  other  customs  or  duties,  than  such  as  are 
customary   on   ordinary    commercial    importa- 

tiOHS." 

»•  If  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  person  under  their   protection,  shall  have 
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any  ilispiites  with  each  other,  the  consul  shall 
decide  hetween  the  parties ;  anil  whenever  the 
consul  shall  require  any  aid  or  assistance  from 
the  governnicnl  of  Algiers,  to  enforce  his  deci- 
sious,  it  shall  he  immediately  granted  to  him ; 
and  if  any  dispules  shall  arise  between  any  citi- 
zens of  the  United  S'ates  and  the  citizens  or 
suhjects  of  any  other  nation  having  a  consul  or 
agent  in  Algiers,  such  disputes  shall  be  settled  by 
the  consuls  or  agents  of  the  respective  nation; 
and  any  disputes  or  suits  at  law,  that  may  take 
place  between  any  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  the  subjects  of  the  regency  of  Algiers,  shall 
be  decided  by  the  Dey  in  person,  and  no  other." 

*'lf  a  citizen  of  the  United  Suites  should  kill, 
wound,  or  strike  a  subject  of  Algiers,  or,  on  the 
contrary,  a  subject  of  Algiers  shoiild  kill,  wound, 
or  strike  a  citizen  of  the  United  Scates,  the  law 
of  the  country  shall  take  place,  and  equal  jus- 
tice shall  be  rendered,  the  consul  assisting  at  the 
trial;  but  the  sentence  of  punishment  against  an 
American  citizen  shall  not  be  greater  or  more 
severe,  then  it  would  be  against  a  Turk  in  the 
sasne  predicament;  and  if  any  delinquent  should 
make  his  escape,  the  consul  shall  not  bi^  respon- 
sible for  him  in  any  manner  whatever." 

"The  consul  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  customs  or 
duties  whatever  on  any  thing  he  imports  from  a 
foreign  country  for  the  use  of  his  house  and 
family." 

"  Siiould  any  of  the  citizen  of  the  United 
S-ates  of  America  die  within  the  liuiits  of  the 
regency  of  Algiers,  the  Dey  and  his  subjects  shall 
not  interfere  with  the  property  of  the  deseased, 
but  shall  be  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  consul,  unless  otherwise  disposed  of  by  will." 
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The  historian  has  an  unpleasant  task,  fn  be- 
ang  compelled  (o  close  the  detail  of  such  glorious 
exploits,  by  recounting  a  ujisrortune  which,  while 
it  takes  nothing  from  the  lustre  of  our  arm?> 
ginks  grief  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  citizen. 

The  United  States  armed  in  defence  of  their 
national  rights,  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 
From  the  deck  of  his  floating  battery,  Decatur 
demanded  the  release  of  his  fellow  citizens  held 
in  bondage:  the  African  tyrant  trembled,  the 
citizen's  chains  fell  from  his  limbs,  and  he  was 
iieed--hut,  alas!  the  exultation  was  momentary. 

The  United  States'  brig  of  war  Epervicr  was 
despatched  to  the  United  States  to  announce  the 
glad  tidings,  but  she  did  not  reach  her  destina- 
tion. She  sailed  on  the  10th  July,  was  seen  on 
the  8th  August  in  lat.  50,  4,  N.  long,  til,  18,  W. 
under  double  reefed  topsails  ;  the  next  day  there 
vas  a  very  heavy  blow,  and  she  probably  foun- 
ilered  during  the  gale;  if  not  then,  she  must 
liave.heen  lost  by  some  subsequent  mishap,  as 
from  the  length  of  time  since  she  was  seen,  no 
Iiope  remains  of  her  safety ;  and  not  one  sur- 
vived to  tell  the  mournful  event.  On  board  hep 
wereLt.  Com.  Shubriek;  Lieut,  Barnwell ;  Lieut, 
Dt'ury  ;  sailing  muster  Wright  ;  midshipmea 
Coulter,  and  Hunter,  and  several  others.  Pas- 
sengers, Capt.  Lewis;  Lieuts.  Neal  and  Yarnell. 
The  Americans  released  at  Algiers  were  also  oh 
lioard. 
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Accomack  (Va.)  militia,  bravery  of,  224. 

Act  declaring  war,   19  ;  vote  of  Congress,  17. 

Adams  frigate,  destruction  of  the,  249. 

Adams  and  Caledouia,  (brigs)  retaken  from  the  ene- 
my, 58. 

Alert,  British  sloop  of  war,  taken  by  the  Essex,  46. 

Alexandria,  plunder  of,  231;  bold  attempt  by  com- 
modore Rodgers,  captains  Perry  and  Porier,  to 
prevent  the  return  of  the  enemy,  fi. 

Algerine  declaration  of  war,  S05. 

Algerines,  proceedings  against,  by  the  United  States, 
see  Appendix. 

Allen,  captain,  bravery  of,  242. 

Appendix,  3 1  3 

Argus,  U.  S.  brig,  capture  of  the,  148. 

Armistice  on  the  northern  frontier,  41  ;  termination 
of,  42. 

Army,  slate  o/  the,  21. 

Arresf,  of  a  supposed  Spy,  31. 

Asp,  U  S.  schooner,  brave  defence  of  the,  177. 

Baltimorfi,  approach  to,  and  attack  on,  232. 

Buibarify  of  the  enemy,  102,   i84. 

Barney,  coaimodore,  encounters  of,  with  the  enemy;. 
2  25,  226  ;  destruction  of  his  flotilla,  228. 

Burrrttarians,  capture  and  dispersion  of  the,  293. 

Beaver  Dams,  engagement  at,  lOI. 

Belfast  en'ered  by  the  enemy,  250. 

Black  Rock  visitv;d  by  the  enemy,  104» 

Blue  Liirhts,  193. 

Boxer,  British  brig,  taken  by  the  Enterprise,  149. 

Burrows  and  Blythe,  captains, funeral  honours  to,  152^ 

Bridge  water,  battle  of,  253. 

Belview,  Fort ;  see  Fort  Belview. 

Boyd,  General,  succeeds  Gene raV  Pearbornj,  lOT, 
C  C2. 


330  I5DEX. 

British  subjects,  order  respecting,  2G. 

Brcwnstowii,  baale  at,  40. 

Castine  taken  by  the  enemy,  249, 

Ceder-point,  landing  of  the  enemy  at,  225. 

Chafiiplain,  arrival  of  i;rand  British  army  at,  267  j. 
arrival  of  before  Platisburgh,  268  ;  engagement 
with  the  American  army,  271  ;  retreat  oflhe  ene- 
my, 272. 

Champlum  lake,  engagement  on,  269. 

Chandler  and  Winder,  generals,  capture  of,  96. 

ChL;pin,  captain,  escape  of,  103  ;  skirniisli  with  the 
entmy,  108  :  expedition  of,  against  the  enemy> 
109  ;  iiffaii  near  fort  George  156. 

Chaptico,  affair  at,  2  57 

Cl;ateaguay,  battle  at,  137. 

Chauncey,  commodore,  cruises  and  transactions  of,. 
on  lake  Ontario,  71    83    110  to  115. 

Chesapeake  frigKie,  restoration  of  the  seamen  of,  by 
the  enemy,  26  :  arrival  of,  from  a  cruise,  79  ;  cap- 
ture of  90  ;  ex'ract  from  a  French  paper  respect- 
ing, 94  ;  treatment  of  the  crew,  9  1 . 

Chesapeake  bay,  transactions  in  the,  182. 

Chicago,  attack  on,  and  massacre  at,  66. 

Chippewa,  skirm'shing  near.  251  ;  battle  at,  252. 

Citizens  of  the  U.  Sta'es  ordered  to  quit  Canada,  45, 

Commissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace,  appointment  of, 
300  ;  by  the  British  govejnment,  301. 

Congress,  proceedings  of,  16,  194. 

Congress,  frigate,  arrival  of  the,  from  a  cruise,  193. 

Constitution,  frigate,  23;  engagement  of,  with  th^ 
Java,  72. 

Cranberry  creek,  affair  at,  108. 

Croghan,  major  George,  defence  of  Lower  Sandusky 
by   129. 

Cumberland  Island,  landing  of  the  enemy  at,  294, 

Cuyler,  major,  death  of,  59. 

Cyane  and  Levant,  British  sloops,  capture  of  the,  298. 

Dart,  British  armed  sloop,  capture  of  the,  191. 

Dctrimoor  prison,  massacre  at,  302. 


INDEX.  SS't 

Dearborn,  general,  retires  from  the  army,  107. 
Dearborn,  foil,  massacre  at,  see  Chicago. 
Decatur,  commodore,  fleet  u;ider  command    of,  saiia 
from  New-York,    185  ;  chased  into   JN^ew-London, 

Deilaration  of  war  by  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  106. 

Detention  of  prisoners  of  war,  by  tlie  enen)y,  under 
pretext  that  they  were  Biilish  subject?,  reprisals 
■210,  21 1  ;   proceedings  of  Congress  thereon,  212 

Detroit  surrender  of,  38. 

Dominico,  British  schoouer,  capture  of  the,  by  the  U. 
S.  schooner  Decatur,  147. 

Duel,  56. 

Eagle,  British  tender,  capture  of  the,  190. 

E.istport,  taken  by  the  enemy,  ^44. 

Eldridge,  lieutenant,  and  several  of  his  men  killed  by 
the  Indians,  105. 

Epervier,  British  brig,  taken  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Peacock,  273  ;   loss  of  the,  328. 

Erie.  British  fort,  taken  by  the  Americans,  86  250; 
attemp(  of  the  eneniy  to  storm,  258;  battciies  of 
the  enemy  stonne  ',  by  order  of  general  Brown, 
261  ;  evacuated,  267. 

Essex  frigate,  cruise  of  the,  46,  267. 

E.Ktracts  from  public  prints,  20,  25. 

Federal  Guzette,  destruction  of  the  office  of  the,  at 
Buliimore,  2.5 

Flotilla,  for  ti.e  protection  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  223.. 

Fort  Belview,  desperate  attack  on,  67. 

Fort  Boyer,  attack  of,  281,  296. 

Fort  Erie,  see  Erie. 

Fort  George,  taken  by 'he  Americans,  84,85;  at- 
tack on  pickets  at,  106,  109. 

Fort  Schlosser,  entered  by  the  enemy,  106. 

Fort  Philip,  defence  of,  288 

Fort  Warbmto),  evacuation  and  destruction  of,  233i 

Forty-mile-creek,  transactions  at,  99. 

Foster,  Mr.  (British  Minister)  departure  of;  27, 
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Franklin,  boat,  brave  defence  of,  ?39. 

Fredeiick  and  G  or^eiown,  (Md)  burned,    170. 

French-mills,  afFai    at,   5^. 

Frenchtown  (Raisin)  ma-sacre  of  prisoners  at,  69. 

Frenchtown  (!-.lk  rivtr)  burntd,    i09 

Frolic,  British  sioop.  Ukeu  by  the  ^rasp,  61  ;  both 
sloops  taken  by  thr  Foictiers,   62. 

Frolic,   U.   "-.   sloop,  taken  by  tht  enemy,    274. 

Gaines,  general,  assumes  the  command  at  Erie,  259. 

Gardner's  Island,    .ffuir  at,   1&8. 

Gennesee  river,  cap.ure-  on,  61. 

George's  Island,  landing  of  the  enemy  thereon,  183, 

Georgi;i  legislature,  proceedings  of,    [97. 

G.-orgetown  burned  by  the  enemy,   170. 

Ghent,  negociations  at,  301. 

Growler  and  Eagle,  U.  S.  sloops  taken  by  the  enemy 
on  Lake  Champlain,    133. 

Growler  and  Julia,  U  S.  vessels,  captured  by  the 
enemy  on  Lake  Ontario,    1 12. 

Guerriere,  British  fiigate,  capture  of  the,  42. 

Gun-boat  No.    121,  taken  by  the  enemy,    ISO. 

Gun-b©ats  near  New-Oileans,  taken  by  the  enemf^ 
282. 

Gun-boats,  attacks  by,  on  the  enemy  near  Sandy-* 
Hook  and  New-London,   241. 

Hamilton  and  Scourge,  U.  S.  schooners,  foundered 
on  Lake  Ontario,   111. 

Hampton,  barbarous  proceedings  of  the  enemy  at,  17S 

Hardy,  British  commodore,  blockades  the  coast  of 
New  England,  240. 

Harris  >n,  Wm  Henry,  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  North  fFesteri  army,  66  ;  takes  Fort  Maiden, 
123  ;  pursues  the  enemy,  124  ;  overtakes  and  de- 
feats him  at  the  Moravian  tow  -s,  125  ;  discharges 
the  militia,  129  ;  arrives  with  his  army  at  Black- 
rock,  129. 

Harrison  fbrt>  attack  of,  67. 

Havre-de-grace,  transactions  of  the  ecemy  at,  16$. 

Historical  retrospect,  7. 
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Hornet,  U.  S.  sloop,  blockades  the  Bonne  Citoynne 
in  the  hrtibour  of  t.  Salvador,  75  ;  engages  and 
captures  the  British  brig  of  war  Peacock,  ib  ; 
challenges  captain  Greene  of  the  Bonne  Citoy- 
enne,  79. 

Hull,  general,  appointed  to  command  the  North 
Western  army,  S3  ;  seizure  of  his  baggage    and 

■  hospstal  stores,  34  ;  invades  Canada,  zZ> ;  his  proc- 
lamation, z7> ;  transactions  in  Canada,  57  ;  evacua- 
tion of  Canada,  ib  ;  eflect  on  the  public  mind,  65  ; 
his  trial,  215. 

Imprisonment  of  American  citizens  taken  under 
arms,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  British  subjectSj 
211;  retaliation,  ib  ;  report  on  the  subject  made- 
to  Congress,  by  the  secretary  of  state,  2  13. 

Indians,  Nortti-VVestern,  expedition  against  the,  67; 
sue  for  peace,  124;  inqu  ry  by  Congress  respect* 
i;:g,  194;  Southern,  hostility  of  the,  195;  engage- 
ments with,  195,  196,  198,  199,  200,  201  ;  peace 
with,  211. 

Intercourse,  criminal,  with  the  enemy,  181. 

Izard,  general,  march  of,  from  Plattsburgh  to  New- 
York,   566. 

Jackson,  general,  commands  the  forces  sent  against 
the  Southern  Indians,  19S. 

Kent  I>>land,  in  the  Chesapeake,  taken  possession  of, 
by  the  enemy,  182. 

La  Cole,  engagement  at,  2  18. 

Lawrence,  cwpiain,  blockades  the  Bonne  Ci'oyenne, 
75;  captures  the  brig  of  war  Pe,'Co.,k,  z'6 ;  death 
of.  9  I  ;   honours  to  his  memory,  93,  94. 

Lewis,  commodore,  drives  the  enemy  from  Long- 
Island  Sound,  189;  engages  the  enemy,  241 . 

Lewistown  rtquisilion  on,  168;  bombardment  of,  '69. 

Little  York,  in  Canada,  taken  by  the  Americans,  83. 

Long  point,    xpedition  to,  223. 

Lower  Marlborough,  burning  of  proptr'.y  at,  226. 

M'""lure,  address  of,  to  the  patriots  of  the  western 
district,  155;  operations  of,  155,  157,  158  ;  justi- 
fies his  Qonduct,  164. 
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M'Keon,  captain,  brave  conduct  of,  165. 

M'Donough,  commodore,  defeats  the  enemy  oa 
Lake  Champlain,  269. 

Macedonian,  Briiish  frigate,  capture  of,  63. 

Maguago,  batllf  of.  41. 

Massasquoi  bay,  affair  at,  146. 

IVIeigs,  lort,  attack  of,  80. 

Miehiiimackinac,  taken  by  the  enemy,  28  ;  expedi- 
tion against,  263  ;  barbarous  conduct  of  the  ene- 
my to  prisoners,  265. 

Mims,  fort,  nriassacre  of  the  garrison  of,  196. 

Mix,  Mr.  attempt  of,  to  destroy  the  Plantagenet  by 
a  torpedo,  I78. 

Mobile,  taken  by  general  rrilkinson,  295. 

Moravian   towns,  battle  at  the,  125. 

Mount  Desart.  aff»ir  at,  243. 

Nautilus,  U.  S  schooner,  taken  by  the  enemy,  27. 

Navy,  list  of.  21,  306. 

Negroes,  seizure  of,  1 84. 

New-Orleftns,  approach  of  the  epemy  to,  and  battlil^ 
:vear,  282. 

New-York,  meeting  in  the  park  of,  247 ;  voluntary 
work  on  the  fortiacation  of,  248. 

X^^iagara,  fort,  cannonade  of,  54  ;  frontier  ravaged  by 
the  enemy,  159;  dfieuce  of  by  captain  M'Keori, 
165;  taken  by  the  enemy,  159. 

Norfolk,  attack  of,  I  70  ;  affair  near,  185. 

North  Carolina,  invasion  of   178. 

O" Boyle,  James,  offers  a  reward  for  the  head  of  eats 
of  Admiral  Cockburn,  176. 

Odeltown,  en<;agement  at,  218. 

Ogdensburg,  bombardment  oi,  60. 

O'Neil,  conduct  of,  at  Hivre-de-Grace,  170. 

Oswego,  fort  altitck  of  219. 

Otter-creek  defence  of  223. 

Owl-head-narrows,  affuir  at,  186. 

Pagan  creek  the  enemy  repulsed  at,  176. 

Paris  taken   2i6  ;  effect  on  the  war,  216,-  239. 

Penny  Joshua,  taken  by  the  enemy,    189. 

Pensacola  entered  by  the  American  army,  29 & 
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periy,  commodore,  defeats  and  captures  the  enemy 
on  Lake  Erie,  117;  statement  of  the  fo.ce  of  the 
American  and  Briish  fleets.  119;  l.-conic  letter, 
121  ;  co-operates  with  general  Harrison,   123. 

PcUipaut,s  capture  of  by  the  enemy,  240. 

P  ke.  general,  death  of,  83. 

PiaCcird.  i46. 

P  attsburg  entered  by  the  enemy.  133;  battle,  at,  271. 

P(jiiit  Petre  carrkd  by  storm,  294, 

Preface.  3. 

Preparation  for  war.  29. 

President's  i^lessage,  14. 

President  Frijrate.'cap  urel  by  the  enemy,  297. 

Prevost.  general   proclamt<tion  by   45. 

Puzes.  i^unibcr  of  cuptured  during  the  war,  S'-S. 

Pultnetville   enemy  ^t.  222 

Quet^nsiown,  (■  hcsupeake  bay  )  entered  by  the  en*- 
my    i83. 

Q  icciisto     battle  of  46  to  5 1 . 

Recru  ting  commenced  30. 

R<uideer,  Biitish  briy:.  taken  by  the  Wasp   274, 

R:>d'j;ers,  com  nodon    cruise  of  22,74,  153. 

Ell  sian  mediation,  300. 

S  ck' t's  Harboui,  attack  of,  43,  88. 

S&a\  Hills,  uffuir  at,  183. 

Sandy  Creek,  cfT-ii-  ut,  22 1. 

Say  brook,  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land  at,  188. 

Scitu  .te    enen.y  at,   /43. 

Si  udder's,  Mr.  attempt  to  destroy  the  Ramilies,  18f, 

S.iiyth,  general,  proclamation  of,  5'2  ;  preparation  for 
a  descent  on  <.'anada,  55  ;  aban  ions  the  design,  ib, 
his  motives,  i6  statement  by  general  Porter,  56; 
duel,  ib  ;  reply  of  general  Smytli  to  general  Porter's 
statement,  57. 

Squ-m,  enemy  at,  244. 

Sioney  creek,  battle  of,  96;  retreat  of  the  America* 
army,  98. 

St.  Liiwrence.  successful  cruise  on  the,  107. 

St  Lawrence,  a  British  ship  of  90  guns,  on  lake  On- 
tnriov  266. 


o36  IXDEX. 

St.  Tni£2;oes,  landing  of  the  enemy  at,  238. 

St.  Michael's  (  'hestpeake  Bay)attdck  on,  182. 

St    Maiy's,  capildUaion  of,    294. 

St.  Mary's  river,  t:ans<irtioiis  on,  297. 

Stonini^toii,  the  enemy's  d  sk  at,  244. 

Suspension  of  hostilities,  4!. 

Syren,  f'.  S   hiii<,  capiure  of,  by  the  enemy,  299. 

Tecumseh,  death  of,    128. 

Tenness  e  letijislyiiir;',  resolution  of,  17. 

Treat,  c.iptain,  disaiissal   trom   the  army,  251  ;  tri^ 

and  acquittal  of,  252. 
Treaty  of  peace  raiified,  302. 

United  Slates  and  Macedonian,  frig^ates,  and  Hornet, 
sail  from  New-York,  185;  chased  into  New-Lon- 
don, ib. 
Van  Rensselaer  enters  Canada,  46;  takes  a  redoubt 
on  the  height>  of  Qu  -enston,  48 ;  defeat  and  sur- 
render of  the  American  army,  50 ;  treatment  of 
piisoiers,  51  ;  resignation  of  the  general,  ib  ;  re- 
ptjri  of  coll  nel  Muila;  y,  note.  49. 
Vermont,  governor  of,  rails  ho.iic    the    militia  fiora 

the  service  of  liie  United  States,  192. 
Vipf-r,  United  S.s^.es' brig,  taken  by  the    enemy,   75. 
Vixen,  U.  S   brig,  taken  by   the  enemy,  95. 
\Vur  declared  by  procl  .ma  ion,  19 
Warren,  admiral,  crrival  of.  :it  HaiifiX.   1  67  ;  off   N. 
York,  ib  ;  blockades  the  Chesupei.ke  bay,  and  Dela- 
ware, i  6B  ; 'dackades  l.on;:j-I- land  s>und,  192. 
Washington  city,  appi'iach  to,  and   capture  of,  by  the 

enemy,  227,  to  231. 
Wiethe -ford.  sp<  ech  of,  21  1. 

W^ilkinson  general,  proceeds  toward  Montreal,  135  ; 
abandons  the  design,   and  goes  into  winter  quar« 
ters,   144. 
Willi'im^,  Mrs  bravery  of,  135. 
Willianisburgh,  battle  of,  14  1,  145. 
Winchester,  general,  defeat  of,  at  FrenchtOWn,     63. 
^stdSSdcre  of  his  men,  69. 
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